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Special dates 
to remember

Week 8, Term 3 2017

TOURNAMENT OF MINDS (TOM)
Congratulations to the Language Literature and Social Sciences 
Tournament of Minds teams for their success at the Regional 
Finals on Sunday 27th August in being selected for the State fi nals 
in Perth this Sunday.

The Tournament of Minds is an Australasian Pacifi c competition 
where students across Australia, New Zealand and Singapore are 
tested on their critical and creative thinking skills, problem solving 
ability, team work, dramatic presentation skills, time management 
and ability to work under pressure while remaining resilient 
throughout the whole process.

For the Regional Finals, students are given a six weeks challenge  
which they have to resolve, presenting their response in the form 
of a play and performing this solution to the audience within a ten 
minute time frame. High marks are given to the teams who can 
'fl ip' the challenge, thus portraying their solution at a non-literal or 
representational level that displays their creativity and ability to  
'think outside the square'.

As well, TOM involves a spontaneous challenge that students have 
to resolve. They are given three or four minutes to prepare their 
solution and one or two minutes to present their most creative 
responses to the judges. Marks here are awarded for students' 
team work, thinking skills and the creativity of their solution to the 
challenge. The audience does not view this process in action.

The process for State fi nals is a little different from Regional fi nals, 
with the six weeks challenge being replaced by a three hour  'lock 
down'. TOM operates at a complex level and the students' capacity 
to rise to the challenge while still having fun along the way is quite 
remarkable.

Well done to 
the 2017 TOM 
teams and good 
luck for the State 
fi nals in Perth on 
Sunday. 

  
Monday 4th September - Friday 

15th September 
OLNA exams

Sunday 10th September
TOM State Finals

Tuesday 19th September
Year 12 Assembly

Thursday 21st September
Last day for Year 12 VET students

Friday 22nd September
Term 3 ends

Wednesday 4th October - Friday 
13th October
Year 12 exams

Monday 9th October
Term 4 commences for students 

and staff

Monday 9th October - Thursday 
19th October
Year 11 exams

Friday 20th October
School Development Day
(Students do not attend)

 Esperance Show

Monday 23rd October
Year 11 into Year 12 ATAR 

courses start

Friday 27th October - Friday
 3rd November
Year 10 exams

Monday 30th October
Year 12 ATAR exams start

Wednesday 15th November
Year 8 immunisation

Friday 17th November
Last day for Year 11 VET students

Social Sciences and Language Literature TOM 
Teams



WA EDUCATION AWARDS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
It is quite an honour for Esperance Senior High School to be named as a fi nalist in the 2017 WA Education 
Awards and great recognition of what a terrifi c school community we have at the high school. It is also 
an honour to announce that James Roelofs, ICT Support Offi cer and currently our network administrator, 
is a fi nalist in the WA School Services Staff Member Of The Year in the WA Education Awards. James' 
talents and commitment to his job are outstanding and he is a very worthy contender for this award.

AUSTRALIAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION
Congratulations to all the students who sat the Australian Mathematics Competition earlier on this term. 
Of the 54 students who sat the test, 13 received a distinction, 17 a credit, 17 a profi ciency level and 7 a 
participation level.

Well done to all the students who took part in this annual competition and thank you to Miss Higgins for 
organising this event. Special mention goes to the top students as seen below, and to the overall winner 
for this school: Anna Smith.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12
Koden Cooper Kristy Challinger Vincent Newman Anna Smith Gerard Newman Caiti Staer
Kye Vinson Livinia Florisson Nahian Biswas Thomas 

Ryan-Galloway
Sam Crisp

Max Gray
Marissa Dattani

WA MINING CLUB SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS LUNCHEON
Year 12 ATAR Follow the Dream: Partnerships for Success student, 
Jasmine Peucker, was the recipient of the Indigenous Scholarship of 
$10,000 sponsored by IGO. Jasmine also receives full membership to 
the WA Mining Club, mentoring and the opportunity for a work experience 
internship.

An annual awards luncheon is held at the Hyatt where $80,000 worth 
of scholarships are awarded across a range of categories. This is only 
the second year the Indigenous scholarship has been offered. Jasmine 
applied through an online process and was interviewed and short listed 
as a fi nalist. Jasmine attended the luncheon with her grandmother Teresa 
Peucker and the Follow the Dream: Partnerships for Success Program 
Coordinator, Alison Gibbs. We are all very proud of Jasmine; she is a 
very deserving winner and outstanding ambassador and role model for 
the school and the Follow The Dream: Partnership For Success program. 

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SHOW
Agricultural Colleges from around Western Australia take part in a farm skills competition that assists high 
school students studying agricultural subjects to develop expertise and gain confi dence and experience 
in this area. The competition tests students' knowledge and competency in areas such as GPS tracking, 
weed/seed identifi cation, tractor driving, chemical safety, fence construction, ram selection, welding and 
First Aid. Held in the days leading up to the offi cial opening of the IGA Perth Royal Show for the public at 
the end of September, the competition heralds the start of the Show’s agricultural activities.

The students competing will continue to improve their skills in their individual competitions at the show, 
including farm skills, cattle and sheep parading and judging.  

This year our students will also be visiting the exhibition, “Parasites: Life Undercover”, with over 30 
displays on show. This exhibit has been promoted as taking visitors into the "incredible microcosm of 
parasites, evoking both fascination and revulsion. They will come face to face with a giant mosquito, get 
up close to more than 50 original parasite specimens and take a look at how a parasite-host relationship 
works." So if you are attending the Royal Show this year, look out for this graphic display.

Sam Retallack - Head of People 
and Culture IGO and 

Jasmine Peucker
Photo courtesy of WA Mining Club



QUESTACON AT ESHS
On the 24th and 25th of August Questacon visited Esperance Senior High School as an organised activity 
by the Design and Technology Department. Questacon Smart Skills is a Canberra based organisation, 
travelling over regional Australia delivering in-school workshops that immerse students and teachers 
in ideas, technology and creativity. Guided by enthusiastic and engaging workshop facilitators, the 
hands-on, interactive and challenging STEM-themed (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 
workshops exposed students to the process of innovation and refi ning their ideas through set challenges. 

During the day, students were introduced to the future of drone applications. Dubai is on the forefront 
of drone development and is looking at using drones to taxi people across the city by 2020. Other 
applications like using a drone to deliver pizzas were the main focus for the students on the day. The 
workshop activity emphasises the process of scientifi c inquiry through trial and error, called ‘protostorming’ 
where participants rapidly build, test and refi ne the platform for the drone. Samsung tablets with a pre-
loaded app were used to ‘digitally prototype’ and test the participant’s physical structure. The supportive 
environments from the facilitators helped students to build the test pad from recycled, low cost materials 
with a restriction on the amount of materials used in the challenge. The students were encouraged to 
test out various solutions as well as extending the platform as a differentiation for more able students. 

At the end of the 90 minute session students evaluated the process of discovering and how to tweak 
and improve their structure. 

The National Questacon Invention Convention is held every January in Canberra. Students aged 14-18 
year old can apply for an all-expenses paid trip to Canberra in January 2018. This is a 3-5 day activity 
during the December school holiday. Closer to home, on the 26th -29th September 2017 in Albany, the 
South Regional TAFE will host an event, INVENT IT, free of charge during the coming school holidays. 
If you enjoyed these types of activities, then we recommend you apply for this, as only 25 spots are 
available. Students can register at outreach.bookings@Questacon.edu.au. 
From Mr Bezuidenhout



SCHOOL STATE SURFING TITLES
Joe and Lewis Fitzpatrick attended the School State Surfi ng Titles at Triggs in Perth on Friday 25th 
August with schools between Geraldton to Esperance represented. The weather was warm and sunny 

and surf conditions were good by Perth standards. Lewis surfed 
up in the seniors event to accompany Joe for the Esperance 
team. Each heat was comprised of three teams of two surfers, 
lasting 15 minutes. The 
Esperance boys did not 
make it into the next 
round but gained valuable 
experience from the event 
and made connections 
with other keen surfers 

and Surfi ng WA Offi cials. Joe and Lewis took on board some 
helpful tips from more experienced surfers who have been 
entering this competition for a number of years. Well done, boys!

CLONTARF EMPLOYMENT FORUM
The Clontarf South East Academy recently held its annual Employment Forum at ESHS. The event 
is designed to support our young men become work ready and give them the tools to successfully 
negotiate the post-graduation and employment world.

The morning started with a breakfast attended by Academy members from years 10-12 along with 
community and local business representatives. The breakfast is a great way for the young men to 
mingle with potential future employers and spread the Clontarf message. Some of our year 7-8 Academy 

members did a great job welcoming guests and making 
coffees.  A big thanks to the Rotary Club of Esperance Bay 
for cooking an amazing BBQ breakfast. 

Two former students, Jye Reynolds and Rocky Beasley, 
were guest speakers at the breakfast. Rocky is now a 
qualifi ed mechanic  while Jye works at Esperance Freight 
Lines and is in the process of completing a Certifi cate 
4 in Occupational Safety and Health. Current year 12 
students, Conway Clinch and Maxwell Edwards, also 
spoke confi dently about their time at ESHS and Clontarf 
as well as their future aspirations.

After breakfast it was on to the Forum where topics such as mock job interviews, fi nancial counselling 
i.e, work readiness, internet banking, the effects of drugs and alcohol in the work place and workplace 
safety were discussed.   

We would like to say a big thank you to Clontarf Foundation partners Aurizon, Bunnings and CBH, 
along with the Southern Port Alliance Esperance Port, 
Esperance Police, Esperance Chamber of Commerce 
and ESCARE Community Services. The South 
East Academy currently has approximately 40 past 
members employed locally and around the State, with 
the support of local community pivotal to their success.  
From Nathan Bonney - Clontarf Academy
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aJoe and Lewis Fitzpatrick at the 

WA Surfing Titles

Joe Fitzpatrick in action during his heat

L to R: Year 12 students Max Edwards, Conway Clinch,
 Bobbie Woods, Jarrell Tucker
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sLocal Employers participate in Employment Forum 

for the South East Coastal (Clontarf) Boys Academy



YEAR 10 UNIVERSITY ASPIRANTS' CAMP
Recently 58 year 10 students travelled to Perth to visit the fi ve universities (UWA, Curtin, Murdoch, ECU 
and Notre Dame) as part of their career education experiences.

Students also visited University Hall and Trinity College where the group was served lunch, thus gaining 
a glimpse of what College life would look like. It was a very informative camp, and timely, given that 
subject and pathway selections for entering upper school next year is taking place right now.

The itinerary also incorporated some fun events like ten pin bowling, mini golf, Darklight Laser Tag, the 
Melville Superbowl, an informative tour of Parliament House, and, of course, the ubiquitous shopping.

It was very pleasing to see that the students represented the school very well, as expected. Thank you 
to Mr Poole, Mr Landers, Miss Higgins and Mrs Ryan for your involvement in this camp.

RESILIENCY PROGRAM 
PROTECTIVE BEHAVIOURS
This week the year 9 and 10 students attended a presentation on protective behaviours by Kayelene 
Kerr: BA Justice Studies, Child Safety Advocate and Trainer from WA Child Safety Services - and ex-
student of our school.

Kayelene is an expert in her fi eld and presents very skilfully to students 
on a number of topics that can be somewhat challenging at times. She 
presented to the rest of the students in the school during her last visit 
in March this year and has now delivered her signifi cant messages on 
Protective Behaviours to all our students. 

As part of Kayelene's presentation, she spoke about Grooming, not keeping 
"unsafe secrets", the need to "speak out" if abuse is occurring, and letting 
parents or another trusted adult know. Another key message was to have 
a supportive friendship group and look out for each other.

Kayelene said intervening early will help people in their recovery of abuse.  
With abuse lasting from around three to fi ve years on average, the earlier 
a person can seek help the better. 

Insights into Parenting Ideas - Father to Father
Given that Father's Day has just been celebrated, it is relevant to share some of Michael Grose's insight 
into the joys of fatherhood. Enjoy the fl yer on this topic attached: Father to Father

BULLYING - SO NOT OK
How can I deal with hurtful teasing?
When you are being teased it is how you react that is important.
• Try to keep your cool. Stand up straight, speak clearly and look confi dent even if you aren’t. Make 

the girls teasing think they are not bothering you and they are wasting their time trying to tease you.
• Stay calm and nice. Be in control and don’t get nasty. If you are nasty to them, you will be doing what 

they are doing to you and this will only make matters worse. By being nice, this may make them think 
twice about saying anything back.

• Speak and move on. Keep your words brief. Say your piece then walk away. The person teasing you 
will want to have the last word. Don’t allow this. Move away and ignore any other comments.

• Know when to walk away. If you fi nd you are getting upset or scared, then it is better to say nothing 
and simply walk away. This way the person will not see any reaction from you and you can ask a 
trusted adult or friend for help or advice.

Excerpts from A Girl’s Education and Prevention Booklet, Bullying - So Not Ok. A Supre Foundation and 
Headspace initiative written by the Telethon Kids Institute.

If anyone needs support, come and talk to us at Student Services.
From Chris - School Chaplain

Kayelene Kerr - 
Protective Behaviours Presenter 



THE END OF AN ERA FOR YEAR 12 VET STUDENTS
As this term comes to a close and as more VET students are fi nishing off their course, this becomes a 
timely reminder for students to stay safe, look after themselves and look out for each other as the clock 
ticks down to the end of their time at school. Of course, ATAR students will be returning in term 4, in 
readiness for their ATAR exams in November.

Refer also to the attached fl yer on Alcohol and Young People: Tips for parents of 12-17 year olds. 

UNIVERSITY ACCOMMODATION SCHOLARSHIPS - ST GEORGE'S COLLEGE
St George's College is offering the Esperance region four scholarships and four bursaries for university 
accommodation in Perth next year. The scholarships are being awarded based on academic, personal 
and leadership merit, as well as sporting and cultural endeavours; while bursaries are being awarded 
based on fi nancial circumstances.

The College is situated opposite the University of Western Australia. According to their promotional 
information, St George's fees include: free gym membership, academic tutoring in all fi rst year units, a 
full social calendar, numerous cultural events and activities, an air-conditioned room, three meals per 
day, fast and reliable internet connection with unlimited data, great pastoral care and support, and much 
more.

St George's has just introduced a number of new scholarships and bursaries including the Regional 
Scholarships and Regional Bursaries, which are valued at $2,000 and are offered to students from 
various regions across Western Australia, including Esperance.

For more information go to: stgc.uwa.edu.au or contact the College to book a tour on 08 9449 5555 or 
at admin@stgc.uwa.edu.au anytime. You can also download the scholarship and bursary brochure and 
application forms from stgc.uwa.edu.au. Applications close on Sunday 27th November 2017.
From St George's College Administration







What can parents do?

Evidence tells us that what you do as a parent 
affects your child’s choices about alcohol. 

Avoid providing alcohol to your children

Educate your child

Clarify your expectations

Talk with other parents

Drinking from an early age can lead to:

•  Young people drinking more regularly and in greater quantities. 

•  Increased likelihood of alcohol-related problems later in life. 

Children who are supplied alcohol by their parents for use without parental supervision 
are four times more likely to drink in a harmful way.

Inform them of the harms associated with drinking alcohol. These include:

Talk to your child about your expectations of them regarding alcohol use.

• If your expectation is no alcohol, explain why. 

• Discuss how you expect them to behave in environments where alcohol is present.

• If they attend a social event be sure your child understands that they 
need to keep in touch with you about where they are, and 
remind them of your expectations about alcohol.

•  Reach an agreement based upon your expectations 
about alcohol and what will happen if the 
agreement isn’t kept.

Talk to other parents and let them know that you 
do not want them to provide alcohol to your child 
under any circumstances.

Alcohol and Young People: 
Tips for parents of 12-17 year olds

For more information go to: alcoholthinkagain.com.au 
© Drug and Alcohol Office 2014 DAO00109          

•  Harm to the developing brain that can 
lead to memory problems and learning 
difficulties.

•  Blackouts.

• Physical injury.

•  Violence.

•  Risky sexual behaviour.

To help our 
children reach 

their full potential,
no one should 

supply alcohol 
to

under 18s.



  

ESHS P&C Report 
 

Term 3,  
Week 8 

NEXT  
P&C MEETING 

 
12 th of September 

ESHS Staffroom 

at 7pm                          
All Welcome! 

 

 
CONTACT 

Mrs Helen Staer 
Vice President 

ESHS P&C 
M: 0478 213 232 

 
 
 
 

We would love you to join us for our next P&C meeting this Tuesday, 12th September 
at 7pm in the staffroom. There will be the usual yummy treats and another guest 
speaker – this time: 

Kathryn Kirchner, our School Psychologist. 
 
Come and find out when Kathryn is at the school and how she supports the students. 
This is a great opportunity to ask questions, and chat about support and encouragement 
where it’s most needed. 
 
This newsletter, we want to introduce you to the amazing Canteen staff who work for us: 
 
Firstly our full of life Canteen Manager, Helen Clayton: Helen arrived in Australia in 
2011 (she has a beautiful, strong accent – can you tell where she is from?). She initially 
worked as an EA at Boulder PS, owned the Lubbly Jubbly café and then became the 
cook for the Esperance Hospital for a number of years. 
 
Helen started in our canteen at the beginning of this year and since then has been 
working hard to improve our canteen: streamlining the menu to reduce waste, altering 
prices up and down to meet costs and student needs, trialling new foods, bringing our 
menu up to date with the updated Traffic Light product standards, and is now doing 
catering for school events. She has also enabled our canteen to make a profit which 
benefits the school as P&C funds are used to support learning and resources! In her 
spare time Helen loves to go camping, kayaking and caravanning! 
 
Our two happy canteen staff are Jess Wood and Christie Lance. Jess has been in 
our canteen for two years and is our canteen cake queen! She has three children in 
primary and high school, loves to go to the beach, go camping, cooking with the kids and 
hanging out at the skate park with the kids also. Does she skate too? Ask her.  
Christie has been with us for just over a year and is our canteen jelly and toast queen! 
She has two primary school children and loves to hit the beach for a walk or run 
whenever she can. 
 
When I asked Helen, Jess and Christie what were their favourite things about working in 
the canteen, they all said the same thing! The two things they love are the students at 
the school and working with each other: They love interaction with the students, having a 
chat and getting to know them, and they absolutely love working together as an efficient 
and encouraging team! Wow, how good is that! 
 

 
 
Thank you ladies – you do a great job! 
 
 
Thanks, 
Helen Staer, for the P&C 
 
 
 

Canteen ordering made easy! 
Register online at: 

 

www.ouronlinecanteen.com.au 
 

 

President: 
Andrew Waters Treasurer: 

Anne Dwyer 
Vice President: 

Helen Staer 
Secretary: 
Jo Niesler 

Helen 
Clayton: 
Canteen 
Manager 

Jess Wood, Helen Clayton & Christie Lance 

http://www.ouronlinecanteen.com.au/
https://www.ouronlinecanteen.com.au/Default.aspx


 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YEAR 10 COORDINATOR’S NEWSLETTER  TERM 3  WEEK 8  

This term has been all about supporting year 10 students to select their most suitable pathway for Upper School 

during this time. Students (with their parents) electing to follow an ATAR or VET pathway met with either Deputy 

Principal Ken Duffy, Youth Education Officer Geoff Poole, VET Coordinator Cynnamon Harper or myself for an 

information session. Students (and their parents) who want to secure a place in a VET course will have interviews 

with their course coordinator early in term 4, whilst ATAR students are in the process of having meetings now. 

Those students who have not attended an ATAR meeting need to book a time in the front office for next week. 

Leading up to the course selection meetings, VET 

students attended a Trades Expo at the Civic Centre and 

ATAR students attended a Careers Camp in Perth. 

Aspiring VET students had the opportunity to meet with 

a range of local tradespeople, business owners and 

managers at the Trades Expo. Students planning to 

attend university had the opportunity to visit Edith 

Cowan University campuses at Mt Lawley and Joondalup, 

Curtin University, Murdoch University, the University of 

Western Australia and Notre Dame University in 

Fremantle. I extend a huge thank you to Mr Poole for 

making these opportunities available. 
L to R: Elle Smith, Kalira Docherty, Hannah McBride, Erin Stevens,  
Caitlin Norris, Caitlin Zanker, Ruby Hodges and Rebecca Darlow 
enjoying some down time on camp 

 

 

 

 

I congratulate the year 10 students for engaging in the 

process of planning for their future. It is a sign of the 

students’ maturity that they have recognised that 

freedom of choice brings great responsibility.  

 

Eva Carolan plays connect 4 against a robot.   

Others are (L to R): Nahian Biswas, Liam Harris, Matt Rogers,  

Joe Fitzpatrick, Nathan McLean, Jordan Marold,  

Patrick Quinlivan and Hudson Staer 

 

In the meantime, all parents and carers – and students – should be aware that on the school’s Internet page, 

www.esperanceshs.wa.edu.au, in the section entitled “Careers and Further Study”, there are links to over 70 

websites that offer information on topics such as further study options (University and State Training Providers), 

employment, apprenticeships and traineeships, exam and study techniques and specific careers. 



We are lucky enough to have the ESHS dux of 2012, Grace Williams, returning to Esperance to give a presentation 

to aspiring medical/health industry students on Tuesday 12th September. Grace is currently studying medicine at 

UWA and is a member of the SPINRPHEX committee, which is a student rural health club that represents medicine, 

nursing and dentistry students from all WA universities. The club’s main aim is to inspire high school students to 

pursue careers in rural health. They do this by visiting rural high schools and running sessions with interested year 

10 students. The session combines hands on skills stations with facilitated discussions regarding health careers and 

practical advice on how to pursue them.                   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Kia Buckley, Taya Neill and Casey Rowe 

cooking with trangias 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe Fitzpatrick, Jesse Marshall and  
Patrick Quinlivan enjoying some down time 
at the Wembley mini golf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on 90719 555 or 
Brett.B.Landers@det.wa.edu.au. 

 
 
 
 
Brett Landers 

Year 10 Coordinator 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The year 11 students are to be commended on their continued good conduct as we head towards the middle of 

Semester 2. The fact that there have been so few referrals for poor behaviour is a great indication as to how well 

the students are adapting to the behaviours expected of upper school students. 

Likewise, the fact that so many students have been following the correct procedures after any absences is a 

reflection on just how well organised the students – and their parents / carers ‐ are. 

Thank you to those students who volunteered to design the Leaver’s jackets for next year. The students have 

submitted their proposals and polling has opened for students to vote on their preferred design. Voting closes next 

week and orders will then be taken. By following this timeline we should have the jackets available for the students 

by the start of school next year. 

Representatives from the local Esperance Rotary Club visited the school this week and spoke to year 11 students 

about the Overseas Exchange program. It was great to see students interested in following up on this wonderful 

opportunity. Please contact me if you want more information about this program. 

As the term draws to a close, ATAR students should be getting into their exam preparation. The students have been 

reminded that many had noted after their Semester One exams that they hadn’t given themselves enough revision 

and study time – hopefully they’ll do a better job this time. A reminder to those who find themselves 

procrastinating when it comes to studying – set the clock for eight minutes, and make a start! I think you’ll be 

pleasantly surprised at what happens after you take that first step.  

This week I reminded the year 11 students of the structure that has been put in place for them in the run up to the 

end of the year.  As you can see in the table below there are different programs in place depending on which 

pathway a student is in. 

  Term 4 

  Week 1  Week 2  Weeks 3, 4, 5, 6  Week 7 

ATAR   Exams start 
Monday, 
October 9 

Exams on Monday & Tuesday 
Start “Year 12” curriculum on 
Wednesday, October 18 

 Continue year 12 work 
 

Finish school at the end of Week 7 (November 24) 

VET  Continue / complete year 11 work  
Finish school at the end of week 6 (November 17) 

 

 

ATAR students should note that while they will commence their Year 12 course work in their ATAR subjects during 

week 2, they will continue in their general classes (e.g. Outdoor Education) through until the end of week 6, 

(November 17). 

Students undertaking the Certificate II in Skills for Work and/or the Certificate II in Information Technology will be 

on Work Placement in Weeks 1 and 2 of Term 4. 

Please feel free to ring or email if you have any questions. 

Geoff Poole 
Year 11 Coordinator 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are only a few weeks left, but it is a very important time of year for year 12 students. All VET students are required to 
attend school until the end of term 3.  Providing that all course requirements have been completed, VET students will finish 
school on Thursday 21st September.  A recent review of student achievement suggested that most year 12 students are on 
track to obtain their Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE). With the changes that were introduced in 2014 
regarding Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessments (OLNA), some students will find that their ultimate goal is to pass the 
Certificate course that they are enrolled in. Those students who are hoping to attend university, having taken the ATAR 
pathway, are reminded that one important aspect of achieving the WACE is obtaining at least six C grades in year 12. As well, 
they will need a final scaled score of at least 50 in English or Literature in order to satisfy the English competency requirement 
of university entrance. Parents / carers who require clarification on these issues should contact me at the school as soon as 
possible. 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER  
EXIT WEEK: Monday 18th September to Thursday 21st September 
FAREWELL ASSEMBLY: Tuesday 19th September 
FAREWELL BREAKFAST: Friday 22nd September 
WACE PRACTICAL EXAMS: Saturday 23rd September to Sunday 1st October  
SEMESTER 2 EXAMS: Thursday 5th October to Friday 13th October. The exam venue is the Seventh Day Adventist Church Hall 
EXAM REVIEW WEEK: Monday 16th October to Thursday 19th October. ATAR students must attend school this week. 
WACE WRITTEN EXAMS: Wednesday 1st November to Tuesday 21st November. The exam venue is the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church Hall. Students must bring their examination slip with them to the exams or they will not be able to enter the exam 
room. These slips will be given to students before the end of this term. 
UPPER SCHOOL PRIZE NIGHT: Wednesday 29th November at the Esperance Civic Centre 
 
WACE exam students are required to be at school from Monday 16th October to Thursday 19th October inclusive. It is critical 
that students attend on these days for exam debriefing purposes and final revision. From Monday October 23rd, ATAR students 
are on study break.  During this time, the students can request assistance from their teachers by negotiating a mutually agreed 
time. 
 
EXIT WEEK AND YEAR 12 BEHAVIOUR 
We encourage students to enjoy and celebrate their final week at school.  Students need to remember the high standards of 
behaviour expected by the school, community and parents.  Do not let the excitement of the moment impair good judgement 
and behaviour. 
 
No students are to be on school grounds after hours. Students who breach school rules could jeopardise their attendance at 
school functions including the Year 11 and 12 Prize Night.  
 
YEAR 12 BREAKFAST  
The venue for the Year 12 Breakfast on the last day of term (22nd September) will be the Pink Lake Golf Club.  Supervision of 
the breakfast will start at 7.15am.  The cost (to cover food) is $5.  Parents need to note that students will have to make their 
own transport arrangements.  Staff will only be able to supervise the students until 9.00am.  Students are not expected to 
attend school on this day.  A permission slip has been given to students and needs to be returned, with the $5, to the Front 
Office by the 15th September. 
 
TAFE AND UNIVERSITY APPLICATION 
ATAR students should complete their TISC applications online before 11:00 pm on 29th September otherwise a fee will need to 
be paid.  Students should also complete their applications for accommodation and scholarships as soon as possible.  By getting 
these applications done now, students are freeing up time that they will need to devote to exam preparation. 
 
 
 



 
CLEARANCE FORMS  
Clearance forms need to be returned to the Front Office before students can attend the Year 11 and 12 Upper School Prize 
Night. 
 
WACE EXAMS 
Students who are enrolled in a Year 12 ATAR course pair of units are required to sit the ATAR course examination – INCLUDING 
those students who are not applying for university. There are both written and practical examinations for some ATAR courses. 
 
Importantly, from 2017, year 12 students who do not sit an ATAR course examination and do not have an approved 
sickness/misadventure application for that course, will not have the grades for the pair of units completed in that year 12 
course (subject) contribute to the calculation of the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE). 
 
This means that the grades for the ATAR Year 12 course will not contribute to the following WACE secondary graduation 
requirements: 

• completion of a minimum of 20 units, including 10 Year 12 units 
• completion of at least one pair of Year 12 units from an English course (if the ATAR Year 12 course was either English, 

Literature or English as an Additional Language or Dialect) 
• completion of one pair of Year 12 units from List A (arts/languages/social sciences) or List B 

(mathematics/science/technology) {depending on the list of the ATAR Year 12 courses} 
• achievement of at least 14 C grades or higher, including at least six C grades in Year 12 units 
• completion of at least four Year 12 ATAR courses. 

 
Previously, the grades for the pair of units completed in that year did not contribute to meeting the achievement standard, but 
they could count in the breadth and depth (List A and List B) requirement. This is no longer the case. 
Students who do not sit the ATAR course examination will not have a course mark or grade recorded on their Western 
Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA), nor will they receive an ATAR course report. 
As a consequence, a student may not meet the requirements to receive a WACE and therefore not achieve their secondary 
graduation. 
 
UPPER SCHOOL PRIZE NIGHT 
This ceremony will take place at the Civic Centre on Wednesday 29th November.  It is a formal occasion with a number of 
awards to be presented, as well as each student’s folio.  It is expected that students will dress and behave accordingly.  All 
students need to assemble in the reception room by 5.30pm at the very latest.  The ceremony will commence at 6.00pm and 
should take two hours. Students who are not going to attend should, out of courtesy, notify me as soon as possible. 
 
The Prize Night will be followed by an informal gathering in the Reception Room. Tickets are available from the school for a 
cost of $25. Due to Occupational Safety and Health restrictions, we can only have a limited number of people in the venue. As 
a result, each year 12 student can only bring two other people with them to this event. 
 
It would be appreciated if parents could support the school with a couple of issues over the last few weeks of term.  Students 
need to make a concerted effort to get to school on time, and to attend form so that they can be kept informed (through daily 
notices) about what is happening.  If a student is late to school, it is essential that they sign in at the front office. 
 
Most importantly, students need to stay focused during the last month at school to make certain they complete their work to 
the standard of which they are capable. This will ensure that VET students don’t need to come back in term 4 to complete 
outstanding work, and will also mean that ATAR students get the best preparation for their Semester 2 ATAR exams. 
 
If you have any concerns regarding your child’s progress, please feel free to contact me at the school on 90719555 or by 
emailing peter.turner@education.wa.edu.au  
 
Peter Turner  
Year 12 Coordinator 

mailto:peter.turner@education.wa.edu.au
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