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STAFF 
DEVELOPMENT DAY

Friday 14th October

YEAR 11 EXAMS
Thursday 20th October to

Friday 28th October

YEAR 9 CAREER EXPO
Friday 21st October

YEAR 11's 
START YEAR 12

Monday 31st October

CLONTARF
AWARDS NIGHT

Wednesday 2nd November 

YEAR 7
IMMUNISATIONS

Monday 7th November

P&C MEETING
Tuesday 8th November

YEAR 12
CALENDAR

MOCK EXAMS
Monday 3rd October to

Tuesday 11th October

WACE EXAMS
Monday 31st October to

Friday 18th November

GRADUATION
Wednesday 23rd November

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK!

UPCOMING
EVENTS

COVID has had a significant impact on school attendance over 
the last two years and while it is important that students stay 
away from school if they are experiencing a contagious illness, 
it is equally important that once students have recovered that 
they re-engage with their studies in a timely manner. I thought 
that I would spend some time on our attendance expectations at 
Esperance Senior High School in this newsletter and explore some 
of the supports that both the school and parents can provide to 
ensure good attendance for our students.

First off, let me establish some truths about student attendance at school. Do students in 
fact have to go to school? This is what the law says about school attendance in West 
Australian schools.

Every young person of compulsory school age must attend school or participate in an 
educational program inside or outside the school as required by the Principal under the law 
in Western Australia. 
Compulsory school age is:
•  From the beginning of the school year in which the child is aged 5 years and 6 months 
   (Pre-Primary).
•  Until the end of the school year in which the young person turns 17 and 6 months or 18 
   whichever happens first.
•  At the age of 16 and 17, the student can be enrolled at school or training program or 
   a combination of school, training, and employment with permission of the CEO of the 
   Department of Education.

There are some exceptions to this, such as when a student has obtained special approval 
by the CEO of the Department of Education. This may be because they are being home 
educated, have completed their last year of school early or are engaged in an approved 
course or apprenticeship.

Every school is required to keep a register of all students enrolled at the school. Every 
student is required to attend school on the days the school is open. The school is required to 
keep an attendance record for each student. A parent of a child who does not ensure that 
the child is enrolled in an education programme for each year of the compulsory education 
period for that child may be prosecuted.

What happens if students don't go to school?

Students can be excused from attending school on school days for health reasons, 
reasonable cause or for religious or cultural observance. If the Principal is of the opinion 
that the reasons for student’s non-attendance are not genuine or insufficient, their lack 
of attendance can be referred to the Attendance Panel at the Department of Education, 
who can conduct an investigation which will involve the student and their parents making 
an effort to improve the students school attendance. If the student continues to be absent 
from school without a good reason, there is provision within the law to prosecute both the 
student and their parents. 

Attendance Officers
Students who take unexplained absences from school can be attended to by Badged 
Attendance Officers.
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Attendance Officers are given the power to:
•  Question students if they reasonably believe a student to be an ‘absentee student'.
•  Enter any public premises for the purposes of checking whether any ‘absentee student’ is on that premises.
•  Require students to give their full name, address, date of birth and name of school they attend.

If a student gives the Attendance Officer false details or resists, hinders, or obstructs the Attendance Officer the student 
can be charged with an offence. The Police can also attend to an ‘absentee student’ and contact their parent or 
responsible adult to collect them. More Information - Government of Western Australia, Department of Education: 
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/attendance-and-absenteeism

Enough on the law! 

My perspective on ensuring regular student attendance is to provide an engaging curriculum delivered in a supportive 
and safe Esperance Senior High School community. As a school we need to ensure that we are presenting opportunities 
for your child to feel successful by assigning a developmentally appropriate curriculum for them to fine-tune. When 
students appreciate the intrinsic rewards a good education provides, they will naturally want to come to school. It is 
our job, as a school, to foster in students the desire to explore, and probe their environment, to encourage curiosity and 
engagement in playful, new and stimulating activities.

Students are far more likely to want to come to school because of the intrinsic motivation of enjoyment and fulfilment 
of cognitive mastery rather than because of an outside incentive or pressure to come to school because of a reward 
or sanction. Intrinsic motivation is paramount for cognitive development over an individual’s lifespan. Threatening and 
coercive actions will never sustainably engage a student’s interest in coming to school. As educators at this school, we 
understand the need to provide a school environment where students are motivated to seek out and engage in activities 
that they find challenging and interesting and internally rewarding without the prospect of any external reward. Of 
course, as parents and teachers we also understand that successful engagement in school provides one of the greatest 
extrinsic rewards of attaining the skills necessary to engage fully and successfully in whatever future lies ahead for our 
young people. Unfortunately, this does not always resonate with all of our students.

Parents and educators who do the difficult work of improving student attendance have powerful motivation. Every 
negative impact associated with chronic absenteeism has a positive corollary for high attendance. Students who 
regularly attend school and graduate from high school build a foundation for more positive life outcomes:

•  Better academic performance
•  More work options and earning potential
•  Greater opportunities for higher education
•  Higher civic engagement
•  More developed life skills that positively influence health and economic decisions

These are compelling arguments for regular school attendance. Undeniably life fulfillment is enhanced by a successful 
formative education. However great the challenge, improving attendance directly contributes to more equitable 
education and better student outcomes. Just as chronic absenteeism has no single cause, it has no simple solution 
either. We can all play a role in addressing high absence rates and improving children’s chances of receiving complete 
and effective education.

If you are concerned that your child has a problem with school attendance, these are some suggestions for strategies 
that may assist in motivating your child to attend regularly:

•  Talk with your child. Conversations are the first step to understanding root causes and working toward a solution.
•  Contact the school. We may be able to provide additional information that helps determine what is causing your child 
   to miss school and suggest strategies to re-engage your child. Contacting the school also starts a conversation that 
   can be mutually beneficial, and it demonstrates engagement.
•  Consider an evaluation for an Individualised Attendance Plan. Such a plan can provide special accommodations and 
   support for students who are struggling with attendances.
•  Set attendance goals with your child. Creating a plan and tracking progress can encourage better attendance and 
   provide opportunities for conversations and support. Simple steps such as making sure your child gets enough sleep 
   and taking steps to prepare for school the day or night before can also be effective.

PRINCIPAL'S ADDRESS



Staff at ESHS work together to address absenteeism. Such efforts begin with gaining a better understanding of the 
importance of attendance:

•  Raising awareness. Professional Learning programs assist our staff to better understand the importance of attendance 
   and the long-term effects of chronic absenteeism.
•  We report and study absenteeism data. Identifying students at high risk and the most prevalent causes of absenteeism 
   helps create evidence-based solutions to attendance problems. Identifying problems early is crucial for success.
•  We have well developed trauma-informed practices. Our school is equipped to provide emotional support and 
   resources to students who have suffered trauma can address a major cause of absenteeism.
•  We set clear expectations. Both students and their parents should be clear about attendance rules and the consequences 
   for missing school.
•  We have an attendance officer and Year Coordinators who will schedule a meeting or visit with families. Reaching out 
   to our families personally (in person or using technology that allows social distancing) is used to develop individualised 
   attendance plan for families.
•  We recognise good attendance. Celebrating students with good attendance and demonstrating concern (rather than 
   frustration or dismissiveness) when students struggle with attendance creates a positive environment that encourages 
   students.
•  We implement intervention programs. Some students may require counselling, mentorship, or behavioural interventions.
•  We engage with specialists for case management. Specialists who can offer assistance might include child welfare 
   agency staff, mental health professionals, or other social support system employees.

Congratulations to our Tournament of Minds students: Darby Hough, Mia Waters, Isobel Shelton, Emma Scott, Oliver 
Franklyn, Calypso Shelton, Eloise Willsher who successfully qualified for the State finals.  

Thanks to Lyndel Taylor and Jessica Cassidy for their Tournament of Minds coaching efforts that enabled the students 
to perform so well.

Mr Ian Masarei - Principal

PRINCIPAL'S ADDRESS

MESH NEWS

SCIENCE
ESCAPE ROOM ACTIVITY
In a jam-packed term, somewhere between 
NAIDOC Celebrations and Book Week, the Science 
Department decided to celebrate Science Week 
with a first-time ever Escape Room Activity.

Over the course of the week, the Science Department 
set 15 questions each day that needed to be solved 
by students to obtain a sequence of numbers which 
unlocks a padlock. The first two teams to unlock all 
five padlocks was crowned Science CHAMPIONS!

Students participating were surprised to find that 
Mr Kruger's home language is not Mexican, and Mr 
Macleay experiences that most gravitational force of 
all Science teachers due to his lanky legs!

To everyones surprise, Mr Kruger, Mr Fisher and Mrs Gurney's Year 12 students took the challenge to heart, and ended up 
in a nail-biting fishing with the team 'Gilbert's Gang' taking the win in the last second of battle.

Mrs Lourensia Van Den Heever - Science Teacher

Mr Kruger with 'Gilbert's Gang' (L-R): Brechto Bezuidenhout,
Sam Jefferies, Jack Hughes and Lachie Meerman.



MESH NEWS

MATHEMATICS
Our Year 11 Methods students have been learning 
about calculus and maths jokes. Here, the two 

worlds collide!

Mr Michael Zani -
Head of Department, Mathematics

ENGLISH
“Adaptability is about the powerful difference between adapting to cope and adapting to win.” Max McKeown

Writing these newsletter articles often gives me pause for thought about what it is we here in the English Department 
are trying to instil into our students. Is it for students to develop a life-long love affair with literature? Sure, that would 
be nice. Is it for students to become published authors and content creators that will be revered for years to come? Yes, 
that would indeed be something to behold. Is it to develop their ability to critically analyse everything, including ‘why 
the door is blue’? A quick poll of our Year 12 ATAR English cohort would indicate 
the latter. They would also suggest the door is blue because it’s all the painter 
had in their stocks! Whatever the case, our primary role as teachers of English is 
to ensure students leave High School with an understanding that nothing simply 
exists; that every text is a construct, made up of various constituent parts. I know 
we have been successful in this pursuit when a student (I’m looking at you Tilly 
Fisher…) leaves class blaming you that they can ‘no longer just watch a movie 
without deconstructing it’. For that, I am sorry, but also, you’re welcome!

The Year 12 students are so close to the finish line. With only a handful of weeks 
until their mocks, and a few more after that until their WACE, I would encourage 
them to ‘just keep swimming’. The hard work, the tears, the all-nighters pulled 
preparing for the countless assessments ATAR throws at them will all be worth 
it at the close of their very last school-based exam. They will, for the first time 
in a long time, taste freedom. There will be no greater feeling than that of the 
weight of homework, due dates and expectation being lifted in one fell swoop. 
Until then, students need to continue to work with their teachers to maximise 
their marks. Complete the practice exams (always on Connect), create study 
groups and discuss the texts studied. Memorising quotes and reviewing syllabus 
terms must also feature in their revision. Applying feedback on written tasks 
completed throughout the year will also be useful. The students have been so 
adaptable these past few years but need to now change that mindset from one 
of merely adapting to cope, to adapting to win. Year 12 students, you have all 
the tools in your toolkit to blitz the exams. It’s all about ensuring you select the 
right tool for the job.

This analogy works for all year groups. The Year 9 students are currently 
undertaking a unit of work on poetry. Specifically, the classes are looking at the 
works for Judith Wright and Edgar Allen Poe. These Literature classics require 
students to be methodical in their approach to deconstruction and analysis. 
Students will need to ensure they turn their complaints of ‘I can’t’, to, ‘I can’t, 
yet…’. I have been so impressed with the complexity of the readings offered into 
the works of Poe. Students are using various tools (reading strategies) to make 
meaning of the text’s themes, purpose and genre.

Year 7 students making showbags (L-R): 
Shikira Munzer, Benji Lear, Blaze Websdale 

and Lucas Miller.

Year 5 Castletown PS students enjoying 
a lesson from Mr Jamie Pearce.



The Year 7 students are using (literally) many tools whilst creating their showbags for their novel task. Ms Randall reports 
that the classes are chaotic, but ensures it is an ‘organised chaos’ as students, glue, mould, cut and assemble various 
props and items.

The same chaos was reported by Ms Taylor when she supervised the Year 5 Transition English lesson with students from 
Castletown PS. Students had to first create a snowball fiction story inspired by a robot dog stealing a prized salmon. 
Students then had to work in teams to devise the book cover for their narrative. The end results were spectacular. More 
so was the laughter that pervaded the room. Who knew English could be so fun? (that’s rhetorical). 
To show what I mean, here’s another English pun: Every time someone types ‘to funny’, I immediately picture them, fist in 
the air, going on a quest to find Funny.

Mr Jamie Pearce - Head of Department, English

MESH NEWS

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (HASS)
Term 3 has been a very busy term for everyone in HASS!

Year 11 Economics students have been learning about the perils of investing in an economy that has had fluctuating 
conditions. Students were given a hypothetical $50,000 to invest through the Stock Market Game. The aim of the game 
is to 'earn' as much as possible through strategic investing. We are looking forward to learning who has invested the best!

Year 7 students are currently engaging their creative brains by building liveable cities. Students have been asked to apply 
liveability criteria and create their ideal liveable city. Students have relished the opportunity to plan, create, build and 
assess the liveability of their city.

Year 7 Aboriginal Culture students have continued their understanding of Wudjari Nyungar language and culture through 
the creating of seasonal calendars. We are currently in Djilba - the transition to Spring. Days are starting to warm up, but 
we still have rainy, windy days. This is the season to look for yellow and cream flowers in bloom.

We wish all our dedicated Year 12 students all the best as they begin their transition to the world beyond high school. You 
have been a pleasure to teach, and we hope that your dreams come true! Congratulations to you all.

Finally, our thanks go to Mrs Jacqui Griggs, Ms Kirby Smith and Mr Cameron Samuels who have all stepped in at various 
times this term to take classes due to teacher shortages.

Have a wonderful and restful holiday!

Mrs Leanne Cassam - Head of Department, HASS

Year 12 students attending RUOK? Day (L-R): Brodie Chivell, Oliver 
Newman, Ryan McBride, Ethan Mumford, Pippin Wray. Edward Graham 

and Tayla Docherty.



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HPE)
SCHOOL SURFING TITLES, OCEAN BEACH, DENMARK
On Friday 12th August, the Schools Surfing WA Titles Competition took place in Denmark at Ocean Beach. The team, 
made up of Year 7 students Dexter Longbottom, Sunny Petrie, Felix Pearn and Year 8 student Kurt Mumford, arrived at 
Denmark Senior High School after a long journey of singing karaoke, solving riddles, and some intense games of Get Rich 

Quick. When it was bedtime, we set up out swags and camped in the 
Denmark SHS gym.

On the day of the competition, we headed down to the beach. The 
water was chilly but the sun was shining. There were two separate 
contests, body boarding and surfing. Schools from across the 'Southern 
Surf Zone' included Esperance, Albany and Denmark. The atmosphere 
was chilled, and everyone was friendly.

In deteriorating conditions, Dexter and Sunny surfed a ripper opening 
heat against two locals but unfortunately went down to the eventual 
winners. Felix and Kurt shredded their way to first place in their heat 
but were sadly knocked out by another local team in the quarter finals. 

There were lots of cool prizes and even though we didn’t win, we had 
such a ripper time surfing, hanging out on the beach and getting to 
know the other competitors. A massive thank you to Miss Baker and Mr 
Macleay for taking us on this amazing trip and even though the waves 
weren't that good we all had so much fun. We are looking forward to 
winning next year!

Recollection by Felix Pearn, Year 7

A big thank you to Ms Baker and the Gibson Football Club superstar Mr Macleay for taking the surfing trip away this 
term. The boys performed well and gained an abundance of experience in preparation for another surf mission next year.

Mr Matthew Lovejoy - Head of Department, Health and Physical Education

ESHS Surfing Team (L-R): Dexter Longbottom, 
Felix Pearn, Kurt Mumford and Sunny Petrie.

HOME ECONOMICS
R U OK? DAY
In the lead up to RUOK? Day on 8th September, students helped decorate bunting with a selection of fabrics and ribbons 
that had been donated to Home Economics in previous years. The buntings are now on display in the Library, and was 
used in the Front Office and Staff Room to encourage staff and students to check in on eachother.

Mrs Natalie Myers - Home Economics Teacher

Lower School students getting creative during their lunch break (L-R): Alex Hough, 
Abbie Cassam, Sophie Mackenzie, Meg Towers, Taylor Gray and Paisley Hoggart.



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

AGRICULTURE
Demonstration Block
This term saw students getting stuck into the business of learning about permaculture, 
poultry and careers in Agriculture. The planting out of garden beds with a variety 
of vegetables and herbs were undertaken and a demonstration on how to handle 
sheep and alpacas! Earlier this term, the Farm Demonstration Block was visited by 
students from our local primary schools to find out just what we do. We want to 
welcome Kane Smith as our new Demo Block Agriculture teacher.

Esperance Farm Training Centre
Term 3 saw a variety of exciting opportunities being held at EFTC, from The AWI 
Shearing School to the Broadacre Harvest Course being run in conjunction with SR 
TAFE.

AWI Shearing School
The AWI Shearing School offers students the opportunity to learn about the wool 
industry from shearing to wool handling. Many thanks go to Amanda Davies and 
Kevin Gellantly for offering this to our students. Representatives from Nutrien, Elders 
and Mathews Shearing were also on hand to provide career advice.

Broadacre Harvest Course
Week 9 saw the Broadacre Harvest Course being run for Year 11 and 12 students 
at EFTC. This program was made possible through the 2022 Pilot Program from 
the Department of Training and Workforce Development, where the program was 
run with SR TAFE and EFTC. Students were involved with learning the ins and outs 
of harvest, operating harvesters, tractors and chaser bins to hone their skills in 
broadacre cropping. While faced with some wild weather, students undertook this 
week long course. Many thanks go out to all our participants and staff at EFTC and 
SR TAFE to enable this opportunity to take place.

Next term is a busy term for the Esperance Farm Training Centre! We will be at the 
Esperance Show with the livestock  on the 14th and 15th of October. Come down 
and see us in action.

Mrs Jazmin Parker - Esperance Farm Training Centre Coordinator

Year 6 Esperance PS students
visiting Sally the Sheep.

Alexander Offer under the expert 
tutelage of Kevin Gellanty.

2022 AWI Shearing School Participants (L-R): Back - Mick 
Harris, James Treloar, Alexander Offer, Kevin Gellantly, Amanda 

Davies, Riley Litherland, Oliver Litherland and Kaden Scott. 

Front - Lachlan Smith, Sebastian Davidson, Alex Kidd, Zavier 
den Engelsen, Cuan Duncan, Seth Schultz, Demi Riordan, and 

Shyanne Schmitt.

EFTC Students inspecting 'under the hood' of the tractor.



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

TOURNAMENT OF MINDS (TOM)
Seven of Esperance Senior High School’s most creative minds were put to the test on Saturday when they took part in 
the Tournament of Minds State Finals in Perth.

These students were Darby Hough, Isobel Shelton, Eloise Willsher, Ollie Franklyn, Calypso Shelton, Emma Scott, and Mia 
Waters. They finished the event with an honours medals after placing in the top three Language Literature teams in the 
State.

The Tournament of Minds State Finals requires students to work together to solve a challenge and find a way to present 
it in just three hours. Teams must also do a spontaneous challenge.

Esperance SHS TOM Team facilitator Lyndel Taylor said the team acquitted themselves commendably. “The students all 
displayed great creativity and critical thinking skills and worked together as a team with great positivity and humour,” 
Ms Taylor said. “It was wonderful to see them improve on their performance at last year’s States and tackle their 
challenge so confidently. While TOM demands a strong commitment from students, facilitators, and parents, it is a very 
worthwhile program. The students have developed skills and made friendships that will serve them for life.”

The team is grateful for the support they have received from Southern Ports through its Community Investment Program, 
and Avis Esperance which enabled the team to travel to Perth this year.

Ms Lyndel Taylor - Tournament of Minds Facilitator

2022 ESHS TOM Language Literature Team (L-R): 
Ms Lyndel Taylor, Oliver Franklyn, Mia Waters, Darby Hough, Isobel Shelton, 

Eloise Willsher, Emma Scott, Calypso Shelton and Miss Jessica Cassidy.



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

CAREER PRACTITIONER

INTRODUCTION
I wanted to take the time to introduce myself as I have recently taken over the role as Career Practitioner. My name is 
Lydia Ryan, and I have been at the high school since 2015 as a Health and Physical Education teacher, while also having 

some stints as a Year Coordinator and Follow the Dream Coordinator. I'm very excited to accept 
a new challenge, and look forward to helping students explore their interests in careers, and 
seeing occupations and training in action, with the hope to inspire and re-engage students into 
the classroom.

Students can find my office in the Library and I'm more than happy for students to come visit for 
assistance with anything career or job related. Whether it be advice, help with their resume, or 
to find out more information on the various programs on offer that I put into our Daily Notices. 
Parents/guardians can contact me by phone on 9071 9555 or via email at lydia.ryan@education.
wa.edu.au, I'm here to help so please don't hesitate to get in touch at any time.

Lastly, in conjunction with the Year 9 Career Taster Program, we have some very exciting opportunities coming up next 
term which include the following:

• Worklink Resume Building Visit: During Week 9, Tiffany from Worklink came to school at Lunch 2 to work with Year 
9 students who wanted a resume built. Students received help from Tiffany to answer questions, she then took their 
answers away and wrote a resume for them, and sent it to them ready to hand to potential employers.

• TAFE Career Expo - 21st October: All Year 9 students will be immersed in the TAFE Learning Enrvironment from 
Period 1 to Period 4, rotating through 8 different activities in various industries.

• Agriculture Experience: In conjunction with TAFE, we are in the planning stages of taking some Year 9 students to 
the School Farm to be immersed into varous farming and agricultural experiences.

• Mindflight Virtual Reality Experience: We are in the planning stages with Mindflight who offer a virtual reality 
experience in Career Education and exposure. We're hoping they will run a workshop with Year 9 students in Term 4 
with a Trades or Entrepreneurship and Digital Economy flight.

• SALT (Support and Linking Tradeswomen) Trade and Career Workshop: This is booked for 8th December, and 
the workshop will provide students with a basic knowledge of tools through an engaging 'show and tell', and the 
opportunity to hear first-hand from local tradespeople. They will then provide insight into their occupation, the 
training and career pathways, and the opportunities in their region. 24 Year 9 students will be selected to attend this 
experience.

Mrs Lydia Ryan - Career Practitioner

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

PHOTOGRAPHY
One of our amazing Year 10 Photography students 
took the photo of the term with this beautiful 

image of a 'bee doing it's thing'.

Well done, Marli Day, your skills are extraordinary!

Mr Tim Skye - Photography Teacher



YEAR GROUP REPORTS

YEAR 7
Term 3 sure has been a busy one! We are so lucky to have such dedicated staff 
that have planned so many wonderful extracurricular events this term. 

Well done to the NAIDOC team for organising the most touching and authentic 
indigenous celebrations. It was wonderful to see all of our students being immersed 
in our country’s history and culture throughout NAIDOC week. The kangaroo tail 
was delicious and so many students participated in all of the activities ranging 
from spear throwing to art work. 

Following NAIDOC week, we celebrated Science Week and Book Week. 24 of 
our Year 7 students won prizes for their participation in Book Week activities, and 
it was fantastic to see so many enthusiastic, young scientists moving around the 
school grounds to complete the science escape room activity.

Week 8 was Mental Health Awareness Week, and our students were 
again treated to an array of activities such as mindfulness colouring in, 
music, a sausage sizzle - just to name a few! 

We were also lucky enough to have a brief visit from the army, and The 
Variety Bash came to show off their cars as part of an event organised 
by our neighbouring school the Education Support Centre. 

I am sure the students (and staff) are 
looking forward to a well earned rest 
over the school holidays. Please see 
below for some holiday reminder 
dates;

School Holidays: 
Saturday 24th September - Sunday 9 

October 

Staff Development Day (students do 
not attend): Friday 7th October

Wishing you a safe and happy 
holiday. Look forward to seeing  you 

back in Term 4!

Mrs Sally McLaren  - 

Year 7 Coordinator

YEAR 8 & 9
Faction Points & Mini Merit Winners

YEAR 8 FACTION POINT TOTALS YEAR 9 FACTION POINT TOTALS

Eyre - 1492
Dempster - 1143
Flinders - 1061
Rossiter - 936

Flinders - 1306
Dempster - 1262
Rossiter - 1200

Eyre - 1029

Congratulations to the Mini Merit winners for this round who had the option to recieve a cinema movie ticket, or vouchers 
to Subway, Sportspower, Innertube and Southern Sports & Tackle. Winners were Brett Quinn, Kayne Maguire, Taj Spencer, 
Serena Unwin, Bryce O'Neill, Archie Stockdale, Keenan Rymer, Hamish Linden, Mia Moeauri, Jordan Davies, Sean McCrea, 
Nate Thomas, Dane Bailey, Annie Lay, Ashley Gallop, Charlie Tabinor, Justine Ramsell, Jai Tracey and Isaac Francis.

Dennarah, Amelia and Milli at 
NAIDOC Week.

Billie, Lucy, Ava and Amelia posing in front of 
an army vehicle.

School Psychologist Katie Somerville running 
an RUOK? Day Activity.

Our ESHS TOM Team looking for 
inspiration during Book Week.



I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all well over the break. Stay safe and I will see you all recharged for next 
term! If you have questions or concerns about your child, please get in contact on 9071 9555 or 
brett.b.laners@education.wa.edu.au.

Mr Brett Landers - Year 8 & 9 Coordinator
YEAR 10
OLNA (Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment)
The second round of OLNA happened this term and the results will become available some time next term. It's now a 
requirement of secondary graduation (WACE) that students pass each component by the end of Year 12. Students who 
don't pass OLNA this year will have another two oppotunities in Year 11, and two opportunities in Year 12.

Upper School Selections
Thank you to all the parents and carers for making the time to attend meetings at school during Week 8 and 9 to discuss 
upper school selections. By the end of this term, all students should have completed a meeting and selected what they 
want to do for next year. Early next term we hope to have the 'grid' sorted so we can advise of any subject clashes. During 
Term 4, there will also be some preparation days for students going into school-based certificate courses and the ATAR 
pathway.

If you have any concerns or issues regarding your childs schooling, please contact me on my new number 9071 9590 or by 
emailing kerryn.plecas@education.wa.edu.au.

Mrs Kerryn Plecas - Year 10 Coordinator

YEAR 11
Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE)
All students are reminded that satisfactory progress towards obtaining the WACE needs to be made by the end of this 
year before students are able to move into Year 12 in 2023. In particular, students need to be mindful of how many 'C' 
Grades they are on track to achieve this year, and whether or not they have passed an ATAR subject in Year 11 that they 
wish to continue on with in Year 12. At the beginning of the Term, I sent home letters to the parents/carers of students who 
I felt may have been at risk of not meeting these requirements. Thank you to those students who have been to see me 
about their situation. If you have any concerns please contact me.

School Ball
Saturday 10th September was the Esperance SHS School Ball. It was a great 
night enjoyed by all and it was nice to see so many Year 11 students attend.

Exams
As the term draws to a close, ATAR students should be getting into their 
exam preparation mode. ATAR Exams start on Thursday 20th October (Term 
4, Week 2). A reminder to those who find themselves procrastinating when it 
comes to studying - set the clock for eight minutes, and make a start! I think 
you'll be pleasantly surprised at what happens after you take that first step.

Leavers Jackets
This term we started the process of designing the 2023 Leavers Jackets. 
Thank you to the students who submitted designs - Alyssa Hall, Crystal 
Shields, Paige Fillmore, Lily Spencer, Jessica Suttar and Amber Francis. Voting 
has taken place this week and we look to finalise the design and start the 
ordering process early next term.

The Year 11 Connect Page is the best way to keep up to date with what is 
happening at school for these students. If you have any concerns about your 
child's schooling please contact me on 9071 9555 or via email at samantha.
higgins2@education.wa.edu.au.

Miss Sam Higgins - Year 11 Coordinator

YEAR GROUP REPORTS

Caleb Shipp and Greta Lauritsen posing in 
front of their car upon arrival at the 

2022 ESHS School Ball

2023 Leavers Jacket Designs created by the
 students to vote on.



YEAR 12
The end is in sight, we are almost there! Congratulations 
to all the Year 12 students for all of your achievements and 
successes. Friday 23rd September is the last day for VET 
and General students, ATAR students finish on Wednesday 
19th October, and begin their final exams on Monday 31st 
October.

Exit Week
Thanks those who volunteered their time to help organise 
Exit Week. Students really got into the spirit of the dress-up 
themes and lunchtime activities. I commend the students 
for minimising the distractions to their own and others 
learning. The week ended with a breakfast out at the Pink 
Lake Golf Club, one of the last times the students will be 
all together!

Clearance Forms & Online Survey
Reminder that students need to clear out their lockers and 
return the key as soon as they have finished with them. 
Likewise, students are reminded that they need to get their 
Clearance Forms completed and returned to the Front 
Office as soon as possible. Could I ask that students please 
complete the Post School Intentions Survey? This is your 
opportunity to provide feedback on the courses that you 
studied in Upper School, the teachers that delivered those 
courses, as well as indicating where you hope to head 
after finishing high school. It should only take 5-10min to 
complete. The survey can be found at https://apps.det.
wa.edu.au/dest/98827.

WACE Exams
The first ATAR WACE written exam commences on Monday 31st October at the Seventh Day Adventist Hall. Students 
MUST bring their Personalised Examination Timetable (Exam Slip) with them to the exams, or they will not be able to enter 
the exam room. Students can download theirs from the Student Portal at https://student.scsa.wa.edu.au/student-portal. 
Students need to assemble at the hall 30 minutes prior to the commencement of their exam. Please read the instructions 
on the Exam Slip and make sure you understand all the conditions. No allowance can be made for candidates who miss 
the examination session through misreading the timetable.

Year 12 Prize Night Ceremony
The ceremony will take place at the Civic Centre on Wednesday 23rd November. Students need to assemble in the 
Reception Room from 5:30pm for a 5:45pm start. Dress for the event is “smart”. It will be assumed that students will be 
attending unless they contact the school to say that they will not be coming. This needs to be done before 9:00am on 
Tuesday 22nd November. This measure is specifically designed to avoid the embarrassment that occurs when a special 
guest attends to present an award, but the student does not. Students who do not attend will be able to collect their 
graduation portfolio etc. from school after 1:00pm on Thursday 24th November.

Year 12 Supper
The Prize Night Ceremony will be followed by an informal gathering in the Reception Room. Parents who are interested 
in organising this event should contact me ASAP so that we can start planning. Parents/carers should note that due to 
Occupational Health and Safety restrictions we can only have a limited number of people in the venue. As a result, each 
Year 12 student can only bring a maximum of two other people with them.

In closing, I would like to thank you for your support in getting your children through to the end of their secondary education. 
I have particularly enjoyed my time as their year coordinator, and I wish the students all the best for their futures.

Mrs Amanda Moeauri - Year 12 Coordinator

YEAR GROUP REPORTS

Year 12 students enjoying the Exit Week celebrations, showing 
off their creative outfits and writing on the Leavers 2022 board!



SCHOOL REMINDERS

LEARNING SUPPORT
Does your child have a diagnosed health issue or learning disability? Please ensure that your child’s documentation 
(diagnosis report, health reports, etc.) is up-to-date and passed on to the school.

Disabilities that could qualify for adjustments include:
•   Physical Disability (e.g. Muscular Dystrophy)
•   Illness (e.g. Diabetes, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome)
•   Vision Impairment
•   Hearing Loss
•   Fine Motor Disability
•   Specific Learning Disability (Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, Dysgraphia etc.)
•   Psychological/Neurological Disability
•   ADD/ADHD

Present all updated documentation/information to Administration in the Front Office or Junior Campus Office. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at anri.bezuidenhout@education.wa.edu.au.

Mrs Anri Bezuidenhout - Learning Support Teacher


