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Special dates 
to remember

Tuesday 20th June
Interschool Swimming Carnival

Thursday 22nd June
Meningococcal immunisation

Years 10-12

Monday 26th June - Friday 30th 
June

Country Week

Friday 30th June
Last day of Term 2

Monday 17th July
School Development Day for

 staff

Tuesday 18th July
First day of Term 3 for students

Monday 24th July - Friday 
28th July

Music Camp in Perth

Thursday 17th August - Saturday  
19th August

Music Festival

Monday 4th September - Friday 
15th September 

OLNA

Monday 28th July - Friday 1st 
September

Careers Camp

Tuesday 19th September
Year 12 Assembly

Friday 22nd September
Last day for Year 12 VET students

Term 3 ends

Monday 9th October
Term 4 commences for staff and 

students

Friday 20th October
School Development Day

Esperance Show

Week 8, Term 2 2017

RICKY GRACE GIRLS ACADEMY 
The Esperance Girls Academy is now operational.

We are delighted to have 
Anna Bonney as the full-
time Program Manager 
and Annette Hanson and 
Michelle de Lacy who share 
the position of Development 
Offi cer to support delivery 
of the program. Mrs Hanson 
will also continue to support 
students in classes  through 
her position as Aboriginal 
and Islander Education Offi cer 
(AIEO), as will Michelle in her 
other role as Education Assistant in the literacy and numeracy 
support classes.  

The Academy staff have set up a Girls Academy club room for the 
girls which is located in the Aboriginal Education room - Room 
38. The enrolment process for the girls has begun and there will 
be a parent information session within the fi rst few weeks of term 
three. Further information about this will follow and all community 
members will be welcome.
  
One of the fi rst activities the Academy has undertaken has been 
to commemorate National Sorry Day. The girls made badges and 
there was also a display on this theme in the school library.

The girls have also been undertaking 
basketball training in readiness for 
the Girls Academy Annual Basketball 
showcase in term 3.

Thank you so much to Anna, Annette, 
Michelle and year 12 student, Eva 
Abdullah, who spent a huge amount 
of time over the recent long weekend  
painting and transforming  Room 38 
into the very inviting Girls Academy 
Club House.
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L to R: Annette Hanson, Anna Bonney and 
Michelle de Lacy



YEAR 8 IMMUNISATION
The Department of Education and Health are working in partnership to promote immunisation rates 
in school-aged children. This report describes vaccination coverage achieved by the School-Based 
Immunisation Program provided in year 8 for all Western Australian schools, as well as the coverage 
achieved at Esperance Senior High School. This will enable you to compare the uptake of immunisation 
programs in our school with state-wide results.

Schools are a high risk setting for the outbreak and transmission of infectious diseases. This is due 
to the close contact of relatively large numbers of children at an age when many may not have been 
previously exposed to common infections. School-aged children can transmit infectious diseases to 
other age groups that are more vulnerable to serious illness, such as infants and the elderly. School-
aged vaccination programs have become well established in Australia as a means of reducing the 
incidence of vaccine preventable infectious diseases.

Vaccination coverage
In 2016, 94% of 30,000 year 8 students returned consent forms for this school-based vaccination 
program. WA’s coverage in 2016 was comparable with or better than other Australian jurisdictions.

Percentage of students at Esperance Senior High School and all schools in WA who returned a consent 
form and completed the dTpa and HPV vaccination.

ESPERANCE SENIOR 
HIGH SCHOOL

All WA schools

Consent forms returned 100% 96%
dTpa vaccination* 89% 86%

Completed HPV course ̂ 76% 71%
*dTpa = diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (acellular)
̂A completed HPV vaccination course requires three doses

2017 YEAR 8 IMMUNISATION DATES AT ESPERANCE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Term 1 - Wednesday, 22nd March
Term 2 - Wednesday, 14th June 
Term 4 - Wednesday, 15th November

Thank you to parents/carers and students for your cooperation in this program to date. If you have any 
queries or concerns, please contact the school nurse, Heather Campbell.

AMBULANCE COVER
Parents need to be aware that, if it is deemed necessary for the school to call an ambulance for your 
child if they are injured at school, there is no cover by the Department of Education for the expenses 
that are incurred.  Parents/carers are responsible for these expenses regardless of whether or not the 
ambluance was called by an employee of the Department of Education.

SEMESTER REPORTS
These reports will be emailed out to year 7-10 students on Friday 23rd June. Upper School reports were 
emailed out on Thursday 15th June. Please contact the school if you have not receive a copy of your 
child’s reports around these times.

PREPARING FOR EXAMS
Year 10, 11 and 12 students have recently experienced exams and learned much about being organised 
in their study programs and revising for exams earlier. In Mr Poole’s year 11 newsletter, he mentions 
one of the lessons learned is for students to be clear about the different meanings of key words used 
in questions like describe, compare, discuss etc. Attached in this newsletter is a 'Top Tips for Exam 
Preparation' booklet identifying many of the key words used in assignments and exams which may be 
helpful. Thank you to Mrs Cassam (Head of Department HaSS) and the Geography Association of WA 
for this information.



UNIVERSITY INFORMATION SESSIONS
Representatives from the four public Perth universities and Notre Dame University visited the high school 
this week to share with students and parents the process of attaining a place at university,  the application 
process involved and topics like fees, scholarships and accommodation.

Some of the key messages included:-
• UWA, Curtin, Murdoch and Edith Cowan universities use an online process to list course preferences 

when applying to university. Notre Dame uses both online and paper-based applications.
• Online applications open from the 7th August and close on the 29th September. Late applications 

after this date will incur a fee (around $150).
• ATAR results will be announced earlier than normal this year on the TISC website (Tertiary Institution 

Services Centre). Students will be able to access their results on the 19th December.
• Any change of preferences for university courses then need to be made by January 4th.
• The fi rst round of offers for the four public universities will come out around the 17th January 2018 

and the second round of offers on the 31st January 2018.
• Students (even in years 10 and 11) should research the websites of all fi ve universities for available 

scholarships. Year 12 school leavers scholarships can open at anytime from now onwards. Contact 
the universities directly for further information or explanation. 

• Rural students should apply early (even now) for accommodation. You can put your name down at 
more than one residential College at this stage if you are uncertain about which one you eventually 
will choose.

• University Open Days will be occurring during July and August - although if you ring the universities 
you can book a tour at any time during the year once you inform them that you are a rural student.

• Research the websites of the fi ve universities for further information - or contact the Prospective 
Students administration area at any time for queries or clarifi cation, even throughout January and 
February next year if required.

• If a student is a 'fi rst time' person in the family to attend university, there is a specifi c website also 
available that may be helpful at www.fi rstinfamily.com.au.

Please note: The year 12 students will be advised and supported in all the above processes by Mr 
Geoff Poole (Youth Education Offi cer) and Mr Peter Turner (Year 12 Coordinator) during term 3.
 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF DATA (NCCD) FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
All schools in Australia, including Independent and Catholic schools, participate in the Nationally 
Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability every year.

The Data Collection is an annual count of the number of students with a disability who are receiving 
educational adjustments to support their participation in education on the same basis as students without 
disability.

All education agencies are now required under the Australian Education Regulation 2013, to provide 
information on a student’s level of education, disability and level of adjustment to the Australian 
Government Department of Education.  Data will continue to be de-identifi ed (all names removed) prior 
to its transfer and no student’s identity will be provided to the Australian Government Department of 
Education.

The data required will be extracted from Schools' August census. The information from States and 
territories will then inform future policy and program planning in relation to students with disability.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Phil Reading on 90719555 or the Western 
Australian Department of Education NCCD Helpline on 0477 741 598.
From Phil Reading, Program Coordinator

RESILIENCY COMMITTEE
Considering the latest world events happening over the last few weeks, the attached 'Talking to Children 
about Terrorism' fl yer by Michael Gross, parent advisor and author of Parenting Ideas Publications, 
provides some suggestions on how parents can discuss the issue of terrorism with their children in a way 
that can enhance their understanding and resiliency.



COUNTRY WEEK
Good luck to the 138 students and 15 staff members and coaches who will be heading off to Perth soon 
to compete at Country Week during week 10 this term. We appreciate the commitment of the coaches 
and the organiser, Mr Matt Lovejoy, for providing this great opportunity for our students.

YEAR 11 AND 12 SCHOOL TIMETABLE DURING COUNTRY WEEK
During week 10, year 11 and 12 students not attending Country Week have been advised of the following 
procedures:-

Year 11 and 12 students including Skills for Work and Information Technology Students not at 
Country Week
The students doing a full VET course or a Certifi cate II in Skills for Work or Information Technology will 
be doing a week's block release at their work placement during week 10.

Year 11 and 12 ATAR students not at Country Week
During the last week of this term the ATAR students have a program of work from their teachers to work 
on in the Library at school. A number of our experienced ATAR teachers are rostered on in the Library at 
various times to provide assistance as needed for the students.

NEW ZEALAND TOUR 2018
Expressions of interest are now being sought by students wishing to be part of the 2018 New Zealand 
Tour. This tour occurs every two years and takes students on a 12 day bus tour around the South Island 
of New Zealand. The tour takes place in the July school holidays.

Students will get to experience international travel, amazing geography, see volcanoes and the great 
Southern Alps. Other highlights include two days snow skiing (lessons included), a helicopter fl ight 
including a snow landing on the Fox glacier, and a cultural exchange with a local Maori group in Timaru.

Please contact Mr Craig Snow for more details. Only students with exceptional behaviour and those who 
follow school procedures (such as wearing correct uniform, etc) will be considered.

COMMUNITY NOTICE
The school has 40 chairs and 20 desks that they are no longer using. If you are interested and would like 
one or some, please email ken.duffy@education.wa.edu.au or ring the front offi ce on 
9071 9555 for viewing on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY EVENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME - PERTH
Over the July school holidays the University of Notre Dame will be providing lectures and activities that 
will give upcoming students a taste of what university life is like. Please see the attached fl yer if you are 
interested in your child taking part in these activities.

CANTEEN - PARENT HELP WANTED
Thank you to those parent helpers who have undertaken some voluntary work in the canteen. We would 
love to have some more helpers if you have some time to spare. This could even be for an hour or two 
in the morning, helping with food preparation - for example, any amount of time between 8:30am and 
11:15am would be great.

Please contact the Canteen Manager, Helen, on 9071 9516 to register your availability.



 

 

 
Hello Parents and Guardians, 
 
As Semester One Reports are finalised, it is a chance to recognise the good work that has led to the year 7s achieving 
the results that they have. It is also an opportunity to build on this solid start and lay the foundations for a very 
successful and enjoyable high school stay. 
 
Study Skills 
The key to becoming an effective learner is about developing and practising good study techniques. This helps 
students to enjoy school more and avoid stress around assessments. While some students are able to achieve A’s 
with minimal effort, this is the exception. The vast majority of successful students achieve their success by 
developing and applying effective study habits. Below are some habits that have been proven to help students get 
the most out of studying.  
 
Establish a routine 
Set aside time each day for study and revision – and stick to it. This is in addition to homework (and especially if you 
don’t have homework). Take some time to review what you have learned in class. 
 
Create a study area  
Set up an area away from interruption and noise. Make sure you have enough light and are comfortable. Avoid 
distractions by turning off the television, closing your social media sites and switching off your phone…Seriously, no 
technology!  
 
Create a study timetable  
This helps you stay organised and on track while you study. Make sure you work on one subject at a time so you 
don’t feel overwhelmed. Set clear goals for each study session and tick them off when you are done. Be realistic 
about what is achievable. 
 
Have lots of variety in your study timetable and techniques 
Study different subjects each day. Work on different things such as an assignment one day and revision the next. 
Develop different study techniques (such as mind maps, flash cards, etc.) that work for you. Everyone learns 
differently, so practise lots of different techniques and keep what works. 
 
Test yourself  
Do practice questions, look-cover-write-check, etc. to test your knowledge and/or ask someone in your family to test 
you on what you have learned. 
 
Ask for help when you need it  
If you are having trouble keeping up with your classwork or understanding a topic, speak with your teachers – they 
are there to help. 
 
Healthy body = Healthy mind 
It is important for students to have a healthy balance between study and relaxation. Stay away from sugary foods. 
Drink lots of water and eat healthy meals. Make sure you get enough sleep each night – late-night study sessions 
(…or computer games) are not good for you. Get regular exercise – it helps you relax and boosts energy levels. 
 



  
(Left) Darcy Simson and Taimar Gill (Right) hard at study. 

 
You can find further skills and strategies on the Esperance Senior High School website by searching ‘study skills’. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Beau Scanlon 
Year 7 Coordinator 
Beau.Scanlon@education.wa.edu.au  

mailto:Beau.Scanlon@education.wa.edu.au


 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 10 Exams 
Year 10 exams started this week.  They run from Monday 12th June to Wednesday 21st June. Students were given a 
copy of the schedule during a year 10 cohort meeting.  Class teachers will ensure students are aware of the dates 
relevant to their faculty.  Exams will be conducted during normal school classes.  There will be no change to the 
student’s timetable.  All students will sit exams for English, Science and HASS, and Pathway 1 Maths students will sit 
a Maths exam. If your child is sick or you are aware they will be away during the exam period, they will be able to 
re-sit their exam when they return to school.  

Please encourage your child to study and revise during this exam time.  To ensure your child’s emotional, social and 
physical wellbeing during what can be a stressful time, it is important for students to maintain a balance between 
study, exercise and social interaction.  For more information you can visit the Esperance Senior High School website 
under ‘Students’, then follow the drop down box to ‘Careers and Further Information’.  Towards the end of the 
page you will find links related to study skills. 
 
Rewards Day – Week 9 
Teachers are asked at this time of year to nominate those students who have been Legends in their classes this 
semester. I have asked them to nominate the year 10 students in their class who have shown enthusiasm about 
learning, always engage with class work and learning, and demonstrate consistent endeavour. Legend certificates 
are not necessarily about the top student in the class but more about the student who goes above and beyond 
expectations or the norm.  Once all nominations are in, the top 30 students in year 10 will attend a reward 
afternoon on Thursday 22nd June in Week 9. 
 
Reports 
School reports will be issued to students on the 23rd June. This will be an excellent opportunity for students to 
discuss with their parents the semester one results and set targets for semester two and beyond. 
 
If you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on 90719555 or 
Brett.B.Landers@det.wa.edu.au. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brett Landers 
Year 10 Coordinator 

Year 9 and 10 students who participated in the Year 9/10 Kalgoorlie Girls Academy Netball Competition. 
This group was undefeated! 

Back row: Miss Kerryn Phillips, Shannyn Jones, Caitlin Norris, Olivia Kipling, Ishah Powell, Miss Kirby Smith 
Front Row: Kate Shearer, Grace Mallins, Caitlin Zanker, Kalira Docherty and Holly Panizza. 

mailto:Brett.B.Landers@det.wa.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all the businesses in town who take our Vocational Education and Training (VET) students for Work 
Place Learning (WPL) on a regular basis. This commitment to support and develop up to 90 year 11 students each 
week is certainly appreciated. 

The next opportunity for year 11s to go on Work Placement - for those students who aren’t going to Country Week 
- will be during week 10 (June 26 – 30). Thank you, in anticipation, to the businesses that are going to take these 
students. 

ATAR students have all received their Semester 1 exam results. A number of students would be quite satisfied with 
their results.  For a lot of students the exams have provided some insights as to the changes they will need to make 
in order to achieve the results that more accurately reflect their ability. In the discussions I’ve had with the 
students, it has become apparent just how much they have learned about the study requirements that they need 
to have in place in the lead up to future exams. Many have commented about wanting to be better prepared next 
time. For example, by their own admission, they now know they need to be putting together topic summaries 
earlier, they need to start revising earlier, and they need be more efficient in their preparation for exams (turn the 
phone off / give it to Mum etc.). 

The students have also commented on aspects of their exam technique that they can improve on, including their 
time management (attempting all the questions) and their understanding of the different terms used in questions 
(e.g. describe, compare, discuss). 

Students also have expressed a greater understanding of the need to approach their teachers when they – the 
students – don’t fully understand things. Staff at the school bend over backwards to support students; students 
need to push the button! Students sitting in class and nodding at the right time are doing themselves a disservice if 
in fact they don’t understand what is being taught. 

Upper School Reports were distributed yesterday. I have already seen most of the students whose results have 
given me cause for concern. If any parent / carer wants to discuss their child’s progress, please ring to make an 
appointment as early as possible next Term (I am on Leave in week 9, and I will be in Perth for Country Week during 
week 10). 

Finally, thank you to those parents / carers who attended either of the presentations from the government 
universities during the week. Hopefully you and your child now have a better insight into what is involved with 
getting to – and studying at – university. 

 
Geoff Poole 
Year 11 Coordinator 
Geoff.Poole@education.wa.edu.au  

mailto:Geoff.Poole@education.wa.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The majority of year 12 students now have about one term left of their secondary education. Generally, these 
students all appear to be on track to finish at the end of term 3. Importantly, it is better for everyone if students 
apply a consistent effort during their remaining time, rather than spending the last few weeks trying to catch up, or 
returning in term 4. ATAR students will be returning in term 4 to complete Semester 2 exams and revision work in 
preparation for their ATAR exams in November.  
 
Students will receive their semester report soon. Please feel free to contact me as soon as possible if you want to 
discuss your child’s progress, bearing in mind that I will be attending Country Week during the last week of this 
term. 
 
ATAR students will receive an updated ATAR prediction from the Department of Education at the start of term 3. 
This update will be helpful as a guide for when students start thinking about university course selections in August 
and September. If students need an indication of their progress towards their targets, before or after the update, 
they can see me for a calculation. 
 
Good luck to all of the year 12 students who are also attending Country Week. Hopefully, it will be one of the year’s 
many highlights. I expect that those students attending the revision courses during the first week of the holidays in 
Perth will also find that experience informative and rewarding.  
 
A number of sessions have been planned for the last 12 weeks that will hopefully assist students in making the 
move to life after school. The topics for these sessions include ‘careers’, applying for university, how to get into 
TAFE, and accessing accommodation, scholarships etc. The program for the sessions is outlined on the students’ 
year planner. Overall, the strategy is to run these sessions as the information becomes available (e.g. scholarship 
information and TISC application procedures generally come to us late in July or early in August). 
 
On a small house‐keeping matter, I would appreciate it if the parents/carers of the students who study any ATAR 
subjects could ensure that their child completes their on‐line Student Declaration by Thursday, 22nd June. All 
students have the information as to what needs to be done in order to be compliant with this School Curriculum 
and Standards Authority (SCSA) request. 
 
During term 3 I will also be asking for parent volunteers who would like to help plan the end of year celebrations 
for students. Last year’s parents organised an event after the prize night and put in a lot of hard work setting up for 
the night. Without the help of those parents the celebration would not have gone ahead.  If you would like to be a 
part of the planning committee for the 2017 year 12 celebrations, please contact me at the start of next term. 
 
If you have any concerns whatsoever regarding your child’s year 12 studies, then please feel free to contact me at 
the school on 9071 9555 or by emailing Peter.Turner@education.wa.edu.au . 
 
Peter Turner  
Year 12 Coordinator 
 



BLOG (HTTPS://WWW.PARENTINGIDEAS.COM.AU/BLOG/) > TALKING TO CHILDREN 

ABOUT TERRORISM

1 J U N  

BY MICHAEL GROSE

The recent terrorist attacks in London following on from the recent events in 

Manchester, where children and young people were among the victims, has 

spread shockwaves across the globe. With media coverage reaching saturation 

levels it’s difficult to shield children from these events. The task for parents is to 

reassure children, while to trying to explain events that for most of us are 

inexplicable.

While most parents quite naturally don’t want to discuss terrorism with children, 

it’s not a topic that you should avoid, particularly if your children ask pertinent 

questions.

Here are some ideas that will help:

1. Discuss age-appropriately

The Australian Psychological Society recommends, “It’s best to shield pre-

schoolers completely from frightening or traumatic world events.” This means 

protecting young children from media coverage and being mindful of adult 

Talking to children about terrorism
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conversations around young children. However even young children overhear 

conversations and know is happening, so be prepared to discuss events in ways 

that they understand.

Primary school-aged children have more exposure through the media and the 

schoolyard. However children can easily misinterpret events so be prepared to 

clarify misconceptions and open the way for conversations.

Older children are usually very aware of media coverage, and have an 

understanding of the ramifications both personally and politically. Opening the 

way for more in-depth conversations as well as processing any feelings that arise 

is important for this age group.

2. Manage yourself first

Children of all ages take their cues about unusual events from their parents. 

Events such as terrorism may leave you feeling unsettled and outraged but you 

need to think carefully about the emotions you communicate to children. First 

and foremost they need to feel safe, so it’s best to keep extreme emotions in 

check in front of children. Share how you feel with your children but make sure 

you are in control of your emotions. Air strong feelings of anger or disgust with 

trusted adults if you need to vent or explore your own reactions.

3. Find out what they know

Children often confuse time and place so they can easily think that an event that 

occurred on the other side world will directly impact on them. Young children, in 

particular, usually personalise situations. They may, for example, think that an 

older relative is in danger because he or she is a regular concert-goer.

4. Keep conversations simple

Let children steer the conversation with their questions and worries. Answer 

children’s questions matter-of-factly and simply, while bringing issues down to 

their level if necessary by talking about why people get into fights, and 

Page 2 of 6Talking to children about terrorism - Parenting Ideas

13/06/2017https://www.parentingideas.com.au/2017/06/talking-children-terrorism/



pinpointing appropriate and inappropriate reactions. With older children and 

teens you may be to hold discussions around politics and religion but do so 

without stereotyping, or providing narrow analyses of events.

5. Listen to their worries

Encourage your children to talk about their feelings

(https://www.parentingideas.com.au/product/resilience-pack/) as well as their 

thoughts about the events. If possible, help them give their feelings a name. 

Assist them to understand that it’s normal to feel scared, sad and angry when 

events like these occur. Some children may want to spend more time around you, 

which is a natural reaction to distressing events occur that are outside their 

control.

6. Monitor media exposure

Limit children’s exposure to television as constant viewing of images of tragedy 

and terror can reinforce that the world is a dangerous place. Be mindful that 

constant repetition can de-sensitise some children impacting on their ability to 

feel empathy. If news is being seen, join children and young people to watch 

those media stories of terrorism so you can provide adult perspective and clarity 

to what they are seeing.

7. Help kids feel empowered

Keep reminding children and young people that their world is basically a safe 

place. Focus on simple ways that young children stay safe such as wearing a 

seatbelt, using a helmet while riding a bike and strapping on safety gear when 

they skateboard. Older children may want to fundraise for a charity organisation 

so they learn that they can make a positive difference. You may also hold 

discussions with teenagers about current safety measures such as airport security 

and possible increases in security at future entertainment and sporting events.

8. Remind kids that people are good
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Related Resources 

Perhaps the most insidious aspect about terrorism for those that are not directly 

affected by it is that it can lead to mistrust of others and a cynicism toward 

different religious or political groups. It’s easy to lose sight of the basic goodness 

in all of us. It maybe useful then to highlight stories of heroism and goodness that 

come out of terrorism attacks. With young children, make a list of all the people 

such as medics, police and fire personnel that keep us safe. With older children 

share stories of heroism, community and the help that always comes after 

distressing events.

Conversations about disastrous events such as terrorism provide opportunities 

for parents to help children manage difficult emotions; and help them make sense 

of complex events while broadening their understanding of the world.

 Previous Post 

(https://www.parentingideas.com.au/2017/05/daughter-

shark-turtle-owl/)

(/2016/02/child

birthday-parties-

cause-for-

celebration-or-

alienation/)

22 
F E B  
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Children’s birthday parties – cause 
for celebration or alienation?

(/2016/02/childrens-birthday-
parties-cause-for-celebration-or-

alienation/)

Practical strategies to help children deal with 

rejection and disappointment.

Raising Boys (/2016/09/raising-
boys/)

When you understand the differences 

between genders your discipline, confidence-

building and communication strategies have 

greater impact, particularly when parenting 

boys.

(/2016/09/raisin

boys/)
18 
S E P  
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Thriving!

BOOKS FOR PARENTS
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TOP TIPS FOR EXAM PREPARATION 
Where to start? What to do? 

A few practical tips to aid your preparation for your exams! 

1. The week before… 
Make sure that you know where and when your exams are. Check out your exam timetable for 
times and the address of where your exams are (generally held at the Seventh Day Adventist 
Hall in Foy Street). If you aren’t sure…ASK! 

2. The revision plan… 
Should be well and truly in place by now. Check your exam timetable for when your exams are. 
Plan a study guide around your exams. You should be revising regularly by now, so there should 
be no stress! If you aren’t revising…START NOW! 

3. How to revise… 
Check out what you did during the term/semester/year. Refresh your memory. You will be 
surprised how much you have remembered and how much you have forgotten. Ask your 
teacher for revision questions to add to your study and make sure you use them. If you have 
revision time in class, use it wisely. Ask questions, seek clarification, actually do something. 
Don’t just sit there wasting time. Have a ‘study buddy’. Ask teachers to help you. 

Revise the term’s work. It should still be fresh (you are probably still doing tests on this 
work!). Use your favourite study techniques (e.g. summary cards, mind maps, graphic 
organisers, summary notes, recorded notes…). Stick to your study plan. Give yourself a 
reward if you feel you have achieved something during your study. Go for a walk, a run, a 
ride…anything. Exercise is important too! 

4. The night before... 
Check your timetable again. Make sure you know what time to be at the exam hall. Get a good 
night’s sleep. If you are sleepy during your exam, you won’t perform to the best of your 
ability. Don’t stay up all night cramming. If you don’t know it by then, chances are you won’t 
remember it the next day. 

5. What to take… 
Know what equipment you need for your exam. Pack it all into a clear plastic sleeve or a clear 
pencil case. Make sure you have spare pens, just in case your favourite runs out on you in the 
middle of an essay! Check with your teacher about special equipment and what you can and 
can’t have (page of notes, calculator, string for measuring…) and also the format of the exam. 
Most importantly….don’t forget your exam slip. You may not be allowed to sit your exam 
otherwise! 
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6. On the day…  
Be on time. If your exam starts at 9.00am, be there around 20 minutes beforehand. Remain 
calm, get a drink and RELAX. Don’t try to memorise now. It’s too late! 
 

7. In the exam…  
Have a plan of attack for the paper. Know how much time you can have for each section of the 
paper. Stick to your plan. You need to maximise your marks. Don’t waste time on questions 
that are only worth one mark. Be careful! 

 

8. During reading time… 
All exams will have a ten minute reading time. You can’t write during this time. It is only for 
reading! Check all of the questions. Work out which to do first…easy or hard ones? It’s up to 
you! 

 
9. Read the Instructions… 

The instructions on the front page contain information - such things as how long you have for 
the exam, what and how many questions you need to answer and how many parts there are to 
the exam. Check it carefully. Make sure you understand what you need to do. If you aren’t 
sure...ASK the exam supervisor! 

 

10. Read the questions carefully… 
Make sure you know what the question is asking. Underline, highlight or circle  key words in 
the question once you are allowed to pick up your pen. This will help you focus on exactly what 
you need to answer. Not answering the correct question is one of the most common mistakes 
of exam candidates. 
 

11. If you have more than one exam on the day…     
Relax and review the next subject. Take lunch and a drink. You probably won’t be able to leave 
(unless you have your car or moped) so be organised! If you leave…make sure you get back on 
time. 

The only thing left to say is… 
 

 
                        

   
                                                                                

 

 

 

 



Extended Answer Questions… 
Action Words and their Meaning          

Listed below you will find the most common action words used in most questions, whether they are 
questions you are asked in class or for tests and exams. While the examples listed here are 
focussed on the Geography course, they are transferable to all courses of study. 

 

 
Compare  State the similarities between features/ideas etc. 
Consider  Thoughtfully examine the topic. 
Contrast  State the differences between features or patterns. 
Define   Give the exact meaning of a term, phrase or idea; do not give details. 
Describe Relate what it looks like, is made up of; give characteristics (sketches and 

diagrams are valuable here); do not explain. 
Differentiate  Distinguish between; find and explain differences between the given  
   topics/ideas etc. 
Discuss   Describe and explain; look at all points connected with a topic. 
Examine  Look at the topic closely; look at each part carefully. 
Explain Give reasons for (account for); discuss the processes/factors responsible. 
Identify Establish the identity of; point out; name; select. 
List   Write down in list form; itemise; do not describe. 
Outline Summarise in writing the essential points; no specific detail is needed. 
State   Present (give) the main points, briefly and clearly. 
 

 
 Other tips 
 Use maps and diagrams (and refer to them), where relevant 
 Use appropriate terminology 
 Use specific examples       
 Plan how to use your time 
 Stick to time limits 
 Write concisely (don’t waffle!) 
 Convince the examiner you know what you are writing about 

 

A Note About Writing Style  

How you say what you have to say is as important as what you say. You must create a good 
impression on the person marking your work. Make yourself understood. It is sometimes helpful to 
write for an imaginary person. Assume this person is intelligent, though may not possess a good 
knowledge of the idea you are discussing. Teach it to them! If you write clearly, you will be 
understood. 

 

 

 

 



What is a good answer?  

Successful answers are: 

1. Relevant: they answer the question set 
2. Show a logical progression of ideas 
3. Use geographic (or relevant subject) terminology 
4. Give specific examples to support general statements 
5. Contain a sketch map and/or diagram, where relevant 
6. Give appropriate emphasis to the various parts of the question 
7. Written simply, clearly and concisely 
8. Complete 
9. Well-organised and clearly set out (with a beginning stating your case, supporting 

evidence and a conclusion that sums up the answer/point of view) 
10. Treat the marker respectfully! 

 

Checklist: Steps in Planning. Make sure you do the following: 

 Spend two or three minutes planning for a ‘twenty minute’ answer. 
 

 Brainstorm! Quickly write a list of all the main points you think should be mentioned. 
Use single words and short phrases only. Abbreviate.  

 
 Reorganise your points. Delete irrelevant points and ‘group’ others. Then number 

points in the order in which you will discuss them to ensure a logical sequence of 
paragraphs. 

 
 Choose your diagram and/or map. Where you will place it? Plan for this. 

 
 Plan your introduction and conclusion. Also, design your all-important first sentence. 

(A good sentence helps establish your credibility!) 
 

 Plan to use geographic methodology as a framework for answering questions that are 
broad rather than specific; e.g., “Discuss Perth’s urban sprawl.” To answer, you ask: 
What is sprawl? What is it like? Where does it occur?...and so on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Examination Techniques and Key Words 
 

Some of the more common directional words (key words) of a question include 
those outlined below. 
 
While these examples may have a geographical focus, consider the key words in relation to 
other courses of study as well.  

 
DEFINE Give the meaning of a word, phrase or term. Providing an example is 

often useful. 
DESCRIBE To tell about or give the characteristics of a feature, factor or 

process in your own words. Depending on the marks allocation, you may be 
required to provide detailed descriptions to gain high marks for a 
question. 

LIST 
 

Depending on the specific question, this could require a simple list of 
names of places, features, etc. or it could require a point-form answer. 
It would not require a lengthy description or reasons to be given. 

DEMONSTRATE   
   

To find/show and explain what is being asked about. 

STATE/NAME This usually requires just a name of something (e.g. a climate or an 
agricultural activity or a country town). 

ILLUSTRATE Use an example or case study to clarify an idea; this may involve the use of 
a sketch or diagram. 

RELATE 
 

To show how things are connected to each other. 

IDENTIFY To state the causes of or the processes affecting a pattern or a feature. 
An explanation is not required. 

SUGGEST To give possible (but geographical) reasons for a feature, pattern, 
relationship, or solutions to a problem, etc. 

DISTINGUISH/ 
DIFFERENTIATE 

To find and explain the differences between features, patterns, 
processes, etc. 

ANALYSE 
 

To break a topic into its parts and analyse or investigate each one. 
 

ASSESS 
 

To consider all the arguments, to make comparisons, then draw conclusions. 

ACCOUNT FOR Give the reasons for a feature, geographic pattern, process, trend, etc. 
Similar to explain. 

EXPLAIN 
 

Give background detail to show why and how some pattern or process 
occurred. Similar to account for. 

EXAMINE Similar to analyse - to break a topic into its parts and analyse, describe 
or investigate each one. 

EVALUATE 
 

To examine different viewpoints i.e. the advantages and disadvantages - 
from this, form your own opinion based on the evidence available. 

DISCUSS To examine a topic thoroughly and give the arguments for and against. 
 

COMPARE 
 

To show the similarities and differences between features, with some 
emphasis on similarities. 

CONTRAST To show the differences between features - often used in conjunction 
with 'compare' as in ‘compare and contrast’. 

 

 



 

Glossary of Key Words in the Formulation of Questions 
 

 

Account Account for: state reasons for, report on. Give an account of; 
narrate a series of events or transactions 

Advise Recommend or inform 

Analyse Identify components and the relationship between them; draw 
out and relate implications 

Apply Use, utilise, employ in a particular situation 

Argue Make a case, based on appropriate evidence, for and/or against 
some given point of view 

Assess Make a judgement  of value, quality, outcomes, results or size 

Calculate Ascertain/determine from given facts, figures or information 

Choose 
(multiple-choice) 

Decide or select the most suitable answer from a number of 
different options 

Clarify Make clear or plain 

Classify Arrange or include in classes/categories 

Comment on Make reference to and expand upon 

Compare Show how things are similar  

Complete Finish an outlined task 

Consider Reflect on and make a judgement/evaluation 

Construct Make; build; put together items or arguments 

Contrast Show how things are different or opposite 

Correlate Demonstrate a mutual or complementary relationship 

Create Make, invent something 

Critically 
(analyse/evaluate 
etc.) 

Add a degree or level of accuracy, depth, knowledge and 
understanding, logic, questioning, reflection and quality to 
analyse/evaluate or other key words 

Debate Develop a logical (sometimes persuasive) argument, giving 
differing views in a response to a topic 

Deduce Draw conclusions 

Define State meaning and identify essential qualities 

Demonstrate Show by example 

Describe Provide characteristics and features 

Determine Decide, find out 
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Discuss Identify issues and provide for and/or against 

Distinguish Recognise or note/indicate as being distinct or different from; 
note differences between 

Draw 
(diagrams etc.) 

An instruction, as in draw a circle 

Evaluate Make a judgment based on criteria; determine the value of 

Examine Inquire into 

Explain Relate cause and effect; make the relationships between things 
evident; provide why and/or how 

Explore Investigate, search for or evaluate 

Extract Choose relevant and/or appropriate details 

Extrapolate Infer from what is known 

Identify Recognise and name 

Illustrate Similar to ‘explain’ (see above), but requires the quoting of 
specific examples or statistics or possibly the drawing of maps, 
graphs, sketches, etc. 
 

Interpret Draw meaning from 

Investigate Plan, inquire into and draw conclusions about 

Justify Support an argument or conclusion; give reasons for your 
statements or comments 

Label 
(and annotate) 

Identify by placing a name or word used to describe the object 
or thing 

List Provide a series of related words, names, numbers or items that 
are arranged in order, one after the other 

Name Provide a word or term used to identify an object, person, thing, 
place etc. (something that is known and distinguished from other 
people or things) 

Outline Sketch in general terms; indicate the main features of 

Predict Suggest what may happen based on available information 

Prepare  Take necessary action to put something into a state where it is 
fit to use or action, or for a particular event or purpose 

Present (an 
argument) 

Offer or convey something such as an argument or statement to 
somebody formally; a discussion that offers different points of 
view on an issue or topic; debate 

Propose Put forward (for example, a point of view, idea, 
argument, suggestion) for consideration or action 

Recall Present remembered ideas, facts or experiences 

Recommend Provide reasons in favour 



TRIM: /  

 

 
Recount Retell a series of events 

Respond to... Provide an answer; reply 

Select Choose somebody or something from among several possibilities 

Show Give information; illustrate 

Sketch A picture or diagram that is done quickly, roughly; a brief outline 

State Express the main points of an idea or topic, perhaps in the 
manner of 'describe'(see above) or 'enumerate'  

Summarise Express, concisely, the relevant details 

Synthesise Put together various elements to make a whole; gather all ideas 
and combine them into a complex whole; combine all parts 
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ESHS P&C Report 
 

Term 2, Week 8 NEXT  
P&C MEETING 

 
8 th of August 

ESHS Staffroom 

at 7pm                          

All Welcome! 

 

 

 

CONTACT 

Mrs Helen Staer 

Vice President 

ESHS P&C 

M: 0478 213 232 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday night, we had a fun, informative and productive P&C 
meeting.  Firstly we were treated to an enlightening talk from students 
Clare Macenzie and Stella Best, along with tour teacher Craig Snow, about 
their recent Quiet Lion Tour to Thailand for ANZAC day.  Wow!  Incredible 
stories and photos had us parents asking lots of questions.  Thank you!   We 
also learnt lots about all the various overseas tour opportunities our 
students at ESHS have!  While we indulged in hot chocolate and brownies, 
we checked out our finances, got the latest on school happenings from our 
awesome principal, and made lots of plans for equipment and ideas for our 
canteen. 
  
We have introduced our quiet but hard working President Andrew Waters 
and our bubbly Vice President Helen Staer.  Now let us tell you about our 
absolutely amazing secretary…. 
 
Jo Niesler has two children, Amy in Year 8 and Sean in Year 10 and works in 
our school’s front office and in the office for the Education Support Centre. 
Jo has been part of our Esperance community for nearly 12 months.  Her 
favourite part of her job is helping others.  In her spare time, she loves to 
discover the beautiful beaches in and around Esperance and wishes she had 
more time for ironing!  Jo only recently started as our secretary and has 
already been an awesome asset, not least in setting up this great P&C page 
in the newsletter!  Thanks Jo! 
 
Our next P&C meeting is next term, 8th August 2017.  Put it in your diary 
and invite a friend to come with you.  We’ll let you know who our next 
interesting guest speaker will be!  
 
Helen Staer, for the P&C 

P&C EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

PRESIDENT:   Andrew Waters 

VICE PRESIDENT:   Helen Staer 

TREASURER:  Anne Dwyer 

SECRETARY:  Jo Niesler 

 

President: 

Andrew Waters 

Secretary: 

Jo Niesler 

Do you have experience in 

applying for grants and could 

help us out?  Please call Helen 

Staer if you would be willing to 

help apply for grants for 

canteen equipment. Thank you! 

 

Vice President: 

Helen Staer 
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