
School Newsletter - TERM 2 WEEK 10

FIRST DAY OF TERM 3
Monday 18th July

YEAR 10 
IMMUNISATIONS
Monday 1st August

YEAR 12 METALS 
BLOCK WEEK

Monday 1st August to 
Friday 5th August

YEAR 10 UNIVERSITY 
ASPIRANT CAMP

Monday 8th August to
Friday 12th August

P&C MEETING
Tuesday 9th August

NAIDOC WEEK
Monday 15th August to

Friday 19th August

UPCOMING
EVENTS Principal's Address

Our community’s involvement in supporting Esperance Senior High 
School is very much valued and highly regarded. The School Board 
plays an important governance role and works with the school 
community to achieve the best outcomes for our Esperance Senior 
High School students, while our Parents and Citizens Association 
provide feedback and advice on school policies and activities. The  
P & C assist in providing resources to enhance student outcomes and 
are involved in a variety of school activities including fundraising, 
school functions and School Canteen.

Identifying quality members is a critical part of the process of establishing and maintaining 
a successful School Board and P&C. It is imperative that the School Board and P&C has a 
broad network to ensure a wide cross section of input. At Esperance Senior High School we 
are very fortunate to have a quality breadth of representatives who are working hard to 
achieve the best possible outcome for students.

The School Board is made up of:
•  parents/carers of students; 
•  members of the general community; 
•  staff of the school (in addition to the principal who is automatically a member); and 
•  students 15 years and over.

The roles and responsibilities of the School Board as prescribed by the School Education Act 
and the School Education Regulations are as follows:

Take part in:
• establishing and reviewing from time to time, the school’s objectives, priorities and 

general policy directions;
• planning fi nancial arrangements necessary to fund those objectives, priorities and 

directions and evaluating the school’s performance in achieving those objectives, 
priorities and directions;

• formulating codes of conduct for students at the school; and 
• the selection of, but not the appointment of, the school principal or any other member of 

the teaching staff if prior approval is given by the Regional Executive Director.

Approve:
• charges or contributions determined by the principal for the provision of materials, 

services and facilities;
• the costs determined by the principal to be paid for participation in an extra cost optional 

component of the school’s educational program;
• the items determined by the principal to be supplied by a student for the student’s 

personal use in the school’s educational program; and
• an agreement or arrangement for advertising or sponsorship in relation to a government 

school.

Determine:
• in consultation with students, their parents and staff of the school, a dress code for 

students when they are attending or representing the school.
• in consultation with students, their parents and staff of the school, a whole school healthy 

eating policy.



Provide advice to the principal of the school:
• on a general policy concerning the use in school activities of prayers, songs and material based on religious, 

spiritual or moral values being used in a school activity as part of religious education; and  
• on allowing time for the special religious education of students in the school, up to a total of 40 hours in a 

year.

Promote:
• the school in the community.

A school’s Funding Agreement (with Schedules) is noted by the school council/board chair.

The responsibilities of the Board is to:
• comply with the council/board’s terms of reference (constitution for incorporated bodies), the Department of 

Education’s Councils and Boards in Public Schools policy and procedures, the School Education Act 1999 and 
the School Education Regulations 2000; 

• liaise with other groups/committees associated with the school e.g. the Parents and Citizens’ Association; 
• hold an annual meeting at least once in every calendar year that is open to the public. An annual report will 

be presented at the meeting to advise the school community of the performance of the council/board in the 
last year;

• hold at least two ordinary meetings per year; and
• hold meetings that are generally open to the public.

The Chairman of the School Board is Debra Sanger.

The Esperance Senior High School P&C Association is an offi cially recognised forum where anyone over the age 
of 18, who is interested in the welfare of Esperance Senior High School can meet to discuss educational issues. 

The objects of the association are to promote the interests of the school by:
• cooperating with parents, teachers, students and members of the general community;
• assisting in the provision of resources, facilities and amenities for the school or schools; and
• the fostering of community interest in educational matters. School Education Act give parents and other 

members an opportunity to learn about the school’s policies and programs; organise ways in which parents 
can share in shaping and developing school policies; bring parents together to share information and views; 
assist the school in building positive attitudes to students and their families; help raise funds to provide extra 
resources.

Esperance Senior High School is very fortunate to have an active group of parents who regularly attend 
meetings and work proactively to support and encourage the school to deliver the best possible education for 
our students.

P&C Composition
The Offi ce Bearers are the President, Vice President, Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer. The Executive 
Committee consists of these Offi ce Bearers, the Principal and at least 3 fi nancial members who are elected 
at the Annual General Meeting. There are Sub Committees. The Convener and their respective committees 
are elected at the Annual General Meeting, and members of the school community can nominate themselves 
to be on these committees. Each Sub Committee has a ‘Terms of Reference’ to operate by. This is like a mini 
constitution, which is specifi c to that committee. Sub Committee reports and requests are brought to the General 
Meeting. The President is always an ‘ex offi cio’ member of all the committees on the P&C Association, and ALL 
committees should have at least one member of the Executive Committee on them.

The president of the School P&C is Michelle Handley.

Both the School Board and the Parents and Citizens Association are currently working on a number of projects 
which will signifi cantly assist the school in delivering quality outcomes for our students. We are so fortunate to 
have these capable, committed people supporting the school.

In closing, I wish everyone all the very best for the up-coming break and look forward to working with everyone 
next semester.

Ian Masarei - Principal



MATHEMATICS

ENGLISH

Every story has an end, but in life, every ending is a new beginning. I want to begin this edition by recognising 
the work of Ms Sally Elliott. Ms Elliott, a former student at Esperance SHS, joined the English Department some 
three years ago as a bright-eyed and bushy tailed graduate. In her time, she has inspired many students to 
think critically about the world and their place in it. Ms Elliott is now taking some time away from teaching 
to explore Australia's vast beauty. The English Department wish Ms Elliott all the best as she tackles rising fuel 
prices, extended periods without access to hot, running water, and cold, cold nights. It'll be a blast! 

As one departs, another arrives. Mr James England has returned from doing exactly that which Ms Elliott 
desires: exploring the Outback. He has been a welcome addition into the Department.

With Semester 1 now well and truly in our rear-view mirror, students should now comb their grades/reports 
and set some targets with their English teacher for Semester 2. The Year 7s are in the midst of studying the 
acclaimed verse novel, Sister Heart, and are set to complete a range of activities exploring the poetic devices 
and perspectives offered. The Year 8s tackle all things environment in their next unit of work, which will see 
them create authentic interpretive texts for real-life publications. All Year 9s are working on their extended text 
studies and have been tasked with transforming an element of the original into something new, innovative. 
Finally, the Year 10s are exploring documentary texts and asking the questions, is this real? 

The Upper School students are equally engaged in their studies, with WACE exams just around the corner. All 
ATAR classes are knee-deep in their extended studies and are engaging in debates about art imitating life. 
It has been wonderfull seeing how students tackle open-ended questions around controversial perspectives 
presented. Their astute, well-reasoned responses refl ect positively on a group of individuals (teenagers) that 
are too often maligned by society and the media. Great stuff!

Mr Jamie Pearce - English, Head of Department

During Weeks 5 and 6, the Year 11 Essential classes completed various tests and surveys to collect data about 
Year 11 students. Below are action shots of Year 11s and Mr Zani doing the vertical jump test under the watchful 
eye of Miss Cassidy.

Mrs Sam Higgins- Maths Teacher and Year 11 Coordinator



HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE (HASS)

Farewell to a Humanities Legend

At the end of this term, the HASS department farewells Mrs Lesley Hudson. Mrs Hudson, whose teaching career 
began on 6th February 1978, is retiring after a distinguished career. As a long-standing educator in Esperance, 
Mrs Hudson’s reach is across generations of Esperance families.

During her time at Esperance SHS, Mrs Hudson has taught every aspect of Humanities and Social Sciences and 
then some. Ever obliging, Mrs Hudson has taken on a number of challenges throughout her career - from Head 
of Department and Faction Coordinator, to Follow the Dream Coordinator and Scuba Diving Instructor! Mrs 
Hudson’s philosophy has always been about supporting students to achieve their personal best. Her classroom 
has always been a place of exceptional learning.

Mrs Hudson will be sorely missed in the HASS offi ce, but we wish her well on her life adventures.

The leaving legend, 
Mrs Lesley Hudson!

Students enjoying the last week of lessons with 'the best teacher ever!' (L-R): 
Harper Steele, Mia Tate, Lesley Hudson, Archie Stockdale and Noah McKenzie.

The Science department have just purchased a new piece of equipment called 
a transilluminator!

This allows us to use our existing gel electrophoresis equipment to separate real 
DNA fragments of different lengths, but now we can visualise these fragments 
under a blue light which makes the ‘bands’ visible thanks to a fl uorescent dye. 
Previously we could only simulate the process using dyes.

Year 12 Human Biology students carried out a practical in Week 9 where they 
were required to analyse some DNA evidence to decide if a criminal conviction 
should be overturned based on the new DNA evidence available. Students had 
to load the DNA samples into the gel to separate the fragments based on their 
size. They were then able to visualise the ‘DNA profi le’ or unique banding pattern 
of each sample in order to determine if the conviction should be overturned.

This new equipment allows our students to have hands on experience using 
real world applications of the biotechnological processes and tools specifi ed 
in the syllabus. Most students in other schools would only learn about these 
techniques from textbooks and videos.

To the right are some photos of our exciting new pieces of equipment in action!

Mr Paul Kruger - Science, Head of Department

SCIENCE

Our new transilluminator

Gel electrophoresis tank with 
gel loaded and DNA samples 

in blue



Staff who will be on leave in 2022: Sarah Campbell, Mathematics, Keit
FRENCH

During the second half of Term 2, as well as end-of-term tests, both Year 7 and Year 8 students completed an 
online project. 

Year 7 students researched the history of their family names over the last two generations, with many fi nding 
interesting facts they never knew. Some found they had French connections!

Year 8 students chose an internationally famous French person who has contributed to the image of France, by 
infl uencing the world in music, art, gastronomy, fashion, science, technology or politics. Students made some 
interesting choices such as Alain Robert, the world’s leading free climber (French ‘Spiderman’); and Jacques 
Cousteau, pioneer of scuba gear who invented the aqua-lung. 

When time has permitted, both year groups have kept up on current events in France, such as the French Tennis 
Open. The Year 8 students looked at the clothing industry in France. In particular, we looked at, and discussed 
today’s cheap, throwaway clothing culture and its effect on the environment.

In Term 3, the fi rst unit covered for Year 7 will be au parc zoologique. The theme of this unit is animals, both 
domestic and wild, and the role they play in our lives and how they are treated. The second unit is bon appétit. 
This unit is about food and its importance in French society. In the last week of term, we will fi nish this unit with 
a class French morning tea!

The fi rst topic in Term 3 for Year 8 will be vous désirez, mesdemoiselles? Students will learn about shopping for 
clothes in different contexts such as a department store and an outdoor fl ea market. We will also cover the 
European monetary system. Bonjour Toulouse! is the second unit, which deals with places in the city of Toulouse: 
shops, banks, public buildings and transport facilities. Students will also learn to give directions. Bonnes vacances!

Mrs Richelle Lee-Steere - French Teacher

THE ARTS

la Fête de la Musique
Lancé en 1982 en France, la Fête de la Musique (Make Music Day) 
est une célébration gratuite de la musique. C’est célébrée le 21 juin 
dans les villes du monde entier.

Launched in 1982 in France as the Fete de la Musique, Make Music 
Day is a free celebration of music making that is held on June 21st 
in various cities in over 120 countries around the world.

At ESHS we celebrated with a concert and delicious morning tea for 
staff. Students from Year 8 to 12 Music classes performed as solos or 
duets. Students made the teachers work for their ‘supper’ by playing 
3 rounds of Name That Tune - songs performed by students and 
teachers needed to guess what song they were playing.  Well done 
to Mr Zani, Miss Reading and Ms Taylor for getting the answers right.

Year 8 French students acted as MC’s running the whole show in 
both français and English. Year 11 Music students acted as stage 
crew and stage managers keeping everything running smoothly, 
while Year 10 Music students prepared the venue for the events of 
the day.

Mrs Sarah Watchorn - The Arts, Head of Department
Sibling duo Greta and Hannah Lauritsen 

performing for staff.

Year 12 students Amellia Graham and Holly 
Goodwin showing their guitar skills.



HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HPE)

Do you know what they’re vaping?

Esperance SHS, like many other schools, has seen a recent increase in young people vaping. 

E-cigarettes, or ‘vapes’, are not safe for young people. They come in many shapes and sizes and can be hard to 
spot as they can look like everyday items including highlighters, pens or USB memory sticks. 

Key Vaping Facts: 
• Many vapes contain nicotine. Nicotine can cause long-lasting negative effects on young people’s brain 

development, including impaired learning ability and altered mood, and can increase the risk of depression 
and anxiety.

• Vapes can contain the same harmful chemicals found in cleaning products, nail polish remover, weed killer 
and bug spray, which can lead to serious lung diseases. 

• Young people who vape are 3 times as likely to take up smoking cigarettes.

The Laws around Selling Vapes
It is reported that young people often purchase vapes online, from retail stores or from friends and contacts in 
the community. However, it is illegal in WA to sell e-cigarette devices and nicotine vaping products to anyone 
regardless of age, unless they are prescribed by a doctor for smoking cessation purposes and obtained with a 
prescription from a pharmacy. You can report suspected illegal sales of vapes to the Department of Health by 
emailing TobaccoPolicy@health.wa.gov.au.

Talk to your Child about Vaping
It’s important to take the time to talk to your child about the risks of vaping. Try to start the conversation in a 
relaxed easy-going way, and remember your goal is to have a conversation, not deliver a lecture. Importantly, 
get the facts at: www.education.wa.edu.au/drug-education.

Do you know what you’re vaping?
Get the evidence* and facts at health.nsw.gov.au/vaping

*All statements are backed by evidence which can be found on the website

Vapes are electronic devices designed to deliver vapourised liquids into your lungs when you breathe in.
Vapes aren’t water. The main ingredient in vapes is propylene glycol, vegetable glycerine or glycerol, and 

aren’t listed on the pack.  
The biggest misunderstanding about vapes is that they are harmless compared to cigarettes.  
This is not true. Vapes are not safe.

DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU’RE VAPING?

Many vapes 
contain nicotine 

making them  
very addictive

If you vape you  
are 3 times as  

likely to take up 
smoking cigarettes 

Vaping has 
been linked to  
serious lung 

disease

Vape aerosol  
is not  

water vapour

Vapes can contain 
the same harmful 

chemicals found in 
cleaning products, nail 
polish remover, weed 
killer and bug spray.

The nicotine  
in 1 vape can  

= 50
cigarettes 

THE FACTS  
ABOUT VAPING

FRUITYNICOTINE 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE



YEAR 7 COORDINATOR

Congratulations to all those mini merit award winners throughout Term 2. It is extremely rewarding to call on 
5 people each week and present them with a voucher of their choice. This is all down to your hard work and 
commitment - keep up the good work! 

It has also been a wonderful end to the term seeing Year 7 students participate in sporting activities on the 
bottom oval. I am looking forward to seeing who wins our End of Term 2 Point Challenge in the Gym on 
Friday, Week 10.

I hope everyone enjoys a safe and restful break and I look forward to seeing everyone back at school on 
Monday 18th July.

Mrs Sally McLaren - Year 7 Coordinator

Does your child have a diagnosed health issue or learning disability? Please ensure that your child’s 
documentation (diagnosis report, health reports, etc.) is up-to-date and passed on to the school.

Disabilities that could qualify for adjustments include:
•   Physical Disability (e.g. Muscular Dystrophy)
•   Illness (e.g. Diabetes, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome)
•   Vision Impairment
•   Hearing Loss
•   Fine Motor Disability
•   Specifi c Learning Disability (Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, Dysgraphia etc.)
•   Psychological/Neurological Disability
•   ADD/ADHD

Present all updated documentation/information to Administration in the Front Offi ce or Junior Campus Offi ce. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at anri.bezuidenhout@education.wa.edu.au.

Mrs Anri Bezuidenhout - Learning Support Teacher

D hild h di d h

LEARNING SUPPORT

ADVERTISEMENT



YEAR 10 COORDINATOR

Career Education
Throughout Weeks 9 and 10 of this term, students completed a number of Career Exploration and Pathway 
Planning lessons during their HASS classes. This pathway planning helps students to explore, refl ect, identify 
and evaluate the learning and work pathways available to them next year at Esperance SHS. We are using the 
online program from Curtin AHEAD through the website Global Challenge. Students have individual access with 
their own passwords and we are completing three modules: Career Discover, Faculty and My Upper School 
Pathway. Students are able to log-in at home and show their parents/carers career interests and pathway 
information. 

During these sessions, students will also work with staff to create a Unique Student Identifi er (USI). A USI is an 
identifi cation code that stays with students for life and is required for all courses they will do in the future (TAFE, 
University, First Aid etc.)

Upper School Selections
In Week 1 of Term 3, we will start discussing upper school options with the Year 10 students. There will be a talk 
at school for students on Tuesday 19th of July with Mr Poole and Mr Duffy about ATAR and VET. 

There will  be two Parent Nights at school in the Library for parents and carers. The fi rst one will be on 
Wednesday 20th of July at 6pm for information on the ATAR pathway, and the second will be on Thursday 21st 
of July at 6pm for information on the VET Pathway. 

Students considering the ATAR pathway will have the chance to attend a career camp in Perth during 
Week 4 of next term. The aim of this camp is for students to see and experience the different university and 
accommodation options. Year 10 students who attended the 
University Presentation this week at school were handed an 
expression of interest form for this camp. Students need to return 
this slip to myself or Mr Poole. Please remember that returning 
this note does not guarantee you a place on the camp.

If you have any concerns or issues regarding your child’s 
schooling, please contact me on 9071 9501 or by emailing 
kerryn.plecas@education.wa.edu.au 

Mrs Kerryn Plecas - Year 10 Coordinator Year 10 Students listening intently to what may 
be on offer for them post-schooling.

YEAR 8 and 9 COORDINATOR

Congratulations to the students listed below who attended a reward pizza lunch on Friday the 24th June. The 
students were recognised by staff for demonstrating great effort, displaying a consistently good attitude and 
school spirit.  This has been refl ected in their report attributes and by being awarded Faction Points during 
class.

Year 8: Veena Johnston, Jessie Hennessy, Allira Bratten, Bronte Florrison, Demi Hunter, Stevie Barlow, Bailer Paris, 
Riley Synnot, Regan Ainsworth, Bryce O’Neill, Harper Steele, Maria Carbone, Mason Cowcher, Georgia Durdin, 
Jessica Walter, Silver Ratcliffe, Charlie Tabinor, Calypso Shelton and James Guest.

Year 9: Keira Shipp, Liam Norwood, Evie Rickerby, Chelsea White, Brianna Sinagra, Charlie Hoggart, Zach Warren, 
Lotte Andrew, Declan Hayward-McKean, Halle James, Annie Lay, Celia Rollond, Zavier Strickland, Britney White 
Jorja Mumford, Aylah Reeves, Jocelyn Bell, Sean McCrea, Taj Neill, Molly Pechar and Tom Nesbitt. 

I hope all students have a restful break and come back at the start of Term 3 full of enthusiasm. If you have any 
questions or concerns about your child please don’t hesitate to get in touch on 9071 9555 or 
brett.b.landers@education.wa.edu.au.

Brett Landers - Year 8 and 9 Coordinator



YEAR 11 COORDINATOR

Science
On Friday the 17th of June Mr Fisher’s Year 11 and 12 Integrated Science class tested out the rockets they made 
in class. While not all the rockets stayed in one piece they all managed to launch and cover some impressive 
heights and distances.

RAC Road Show
On Wednesday 15th of June the Year 11 and 12 students attended a road safety education session at the Civic 
Centre where they watched a documentary re-enactment of a car accident and heard from a road trauma 
victim. Students also had the opportunity to see the emergency response vehicles and equipment and talk to 
the workers and volunteers.

Reports and WACE Requirements
Last week students' reports were emailed to parents. It is important to note that to achieve the Western 
Australian Certifi cate of Education at the end of Year 12, students need to achieve the following:
• Pass OLNA in Reading, Writing and Numeracy
• Complete 20 units or equivalent with 10 in Year 12 (a unit is a semester course)
• Achieve 14 C grades (or better) over the 2 years with at least 6 from Year 12
• Two completed Year 11 units from an English course and one pair of completed Year 12 units from an English 

course
• A pair of Year 12 units from each of List A (arts/languages/social sciences) and List B (mathematics/science/

technology).

If students are unsure how they are tracking they are encouraged to come talk to myself or Mr Duffy. Students 
are able to make changes to their Semester 2 classes until early next term. 

Wishing you all a wonderful break. If you have any concerns or issues regarding your child’s schooling, please 
contact me on 9071 9590 or by emailing samantha.higgins2@education.wa.edu.au.

Miss Samantha Higgins - Year 11 Coordinator

Amy McCrea shooting her 
rocket with Mr Fisher.

Students sitting in an ambulance (L-R): 
Anastacia Miller, Marshal Walker, Torin Pechar, 

Logan Panizza and Tyson Graham..

Darcy Lay practicing 
sawing technique.



YEAR 12 COORDINATOR

During the recent Year 12 meeting, Semester 1 reports were discussed. The students were reminded about how 
close they are to fi nishing their secondary education. In a perfect world, all Year 12 students would achieve their 
Western Australian Certifi cate of Education (WACE) at the end of this year.

Reports were distributed to upper school students last week. It was great to see so many students doing 
well. Congratulations! If the report is not what you had hoped for, now is the time to take action. This should 
highlight the importance of using the next 10 (school) weeks to study hard, revise the course content and meet 
with teachers on a regular basis to give students the best opportunity to succeed by the end of year. Hopefully 
students will be aiming to work harder to get better results as the year progresses.

Ideally, the Vocational Education and Training (VET) students will have ‘ticked all the boxes’ by Friday 23rd 
September. For some students, obtaining their WACE at the end of the year will not be possible, unless they 
pass their Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessments in September (Term 3, Week 7). Likewise, VET students 
need to complete an Australian Qualifi cations Framework (AQF) Certifi cate at level II, or higher, in order to be 
eligible for their WACE. If you have any concerns about your child’s progress with their WACE, please contact 
me as soon as possible.

During the next few weeks, I will be reviewing each Year 12 student and be making recommendations for those 
who may be down on grades, behind in certifi cate work, or low in Work Place Learning hours. Again, I can’t 
reiterate enough the importance of ‘keeping on top’ of school work. I remind students that they have been at 
school for approximately 2340 days and have only 50 to go until the end of their schooling. Now is the time to 
fi nish strong!

This week celebrated getting to the end of Term 3 with a sausage sizzle and a game of Cornhole. Congratulations 
to Noah, Jai, Aiden and Gilly who won bragging rights and a chocolate cake! It was a great way to fi nish 
the term. Thanks to everyone who participated. I think we may need to challenge these boys to another 
competition! 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me via email at amanda.moeauri@education.wa,edu.au or by phoning the 
school on 9071 9555 if you have any queries.

Mrs Amanda Moeauri - Year 12 Coordinator

Year 12 students enjoying a game of Cornhole on the Quadrangle.


