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SCHOOL CALENDAR Term 2 Week 10 2020 

Principal's AddressDates are subject to change 
due to the COVID-19

Friday 3rd July
Term 2 ends

Year 7 to 10 Semester 1 
Reports issued

Monday 20th July
Staff Development Day
(Students do not attend)

Monday 31st August to Friday 
4th September

Year 10 Careers Camp

Monday 31st August to Friday 
25th September

OLNA 

Saturday 5th September
School Ball

Tuesday 22nd September 
Year 12 Farewell Assembly

Friday 25th September
Term 3 ends

Last day for Year 12 VET 
students

Monday 28th September to 
Friday 9th October
School Holidays

Tuesday 5th October 
to Tuesday 

13th  October
Year 12 exams

Monday 12th October
School Development Day
(Students do not attend)

Thursday 22nd October to 
Friday 30th October

Year 11 exams 

Friday 23rd October 
Last day for Year 12 ATAR 

students

Monday 2nd November
to Friday 20th November

WACE Exams

Esperance Senior High School teachers and staff  are to be 
recognised for their commitment and dedication to each student in our 
school. I am so proud of their service to our students. I am particularly proud 
of the way in which staff  approached the beginning of such an unusual term  
2 with multi modal delivery up until the end of week 4 and then “business 
as usual” from week 5. Staff  went beyond reasonable expectations to 
support students who remained at home in the fi rst 3 weeks and also 
managed to establish a normal approach to teaching and learning delivery 
for those students attending face to face classes. As a result, students 
settled back quickly into the rhythm of the school day and the rigour of 
delivery and assessment was quickly established throughout the school.

Our school mission is to educate every student by involving parents, 
staff  and the community in a caring environment where academic 
excellence leads to responsible productive citizens. What a great 
job our team is doing. Our teachers worked hard under diffi  cult 
circumstances throughout the term to ensure that their instructional 
practises remained tight and continued to encourage students to share 
the responsibility for their academic success by learning to collaborate 
and problem solve. Our support staff  work closely with our teachers 
to make sure that our students' needs are being met academically, 
behaviourally, and emotionally. Together, I believe that, in spite of 
the diffi  culties everyone faced throughout this time, we were able to 
continue making a diff erence in our students' education every day. 

Our quest to ensure a quality education for all students at the school 
revolves around a focus on: quality teaching and learning programs that 
are secure, engaging and diff erentiated, purposeful teaching, establishing 
and maintaining professional leadership practices, establishing whole 
school shared vision and goals, articulated high expectations and 
expectations of high accountability.

I would like our parents to think about this theme and ask you to refl ect 
on what changes you can make that will help your child succeed even 
better than they have performed in the past. Ask yourself the tough 
questions: Does my child attend school every day? Are they on time and 
do they stay until the end of the instructional day? Are they dressed for 
success? Do they have all the instructional materials they need to have 
a successful day at school? Did you check to make sure their homework 
or project were completed and ready to be turned in? Did I ensure that 
my child read at least 15- 20 minutes each day? 



Another way in which parents can ensure they stay connected with their student’s learning is through 
“Connect”.  Esperance Senior High School has been a “Connect” school for six years and is the Learning 
Management System used at Esperance Senior High School, and other public schools throughout 
Western Australia. It is a secure, effi  cient and eff ective service provided by the Department of Education 
to all staff , students and parents for access to important aspects of your child's schooling, building 
links between the school and the home. All staff , students and parents have been allocated access to 
the Esperance Senior High School “Connect” community. Each user has their own login account and 
password. Students and parents have access to the following in Connect: 
• Student Attendance Records
• Student Assessment Results 
• Emails to Teachers/Staff 
• Student Education Emails (@student.education.wa.edu.au)
• Classroom Resources and Assessment Sheets
• Revision Materials.
I recommend this tool to you as a simple and eff ective way of maintaining a close connection with your 
student’s learning journey at the school. Please contact the school to obtain more information regarding 
Connect and how it supports your connection with your child's learning.

In closing I wish all staff  and students a restful and happy break and look forward to seeing everyone 
next term. Please be aware that school resumes for students on Tuesday July 21 as teachers will be 
involved in a Professional Learning program on Monday July 20.

ESPERANCE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL IS SAFE AND OPEN FOR LEARNING
In line with the latest health advice, current term 2 arrangements have been reviewed with the following 
changes from week 10, Monday 29 June 2020. These arrangements will continue into term 3 with 
amendments based on future Government Phase 5 directions.

While Esperance Senior High School is safe and open for learning term 3 and many restrictions are 
being relaxed, staff  at the school are committed to ensuring the safety of students. Staff  recognise and 
understand the imperative to continue applying and following best practice advice from the Australian 
Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC).

From Monday 29 June, based on health advice and government direction, the following applies: 
• Interschool activities can occur. Supervisors are ensuring good hygiene practices including 

handwashing before and after activities are carried out. Supervisors are expected to monitor and 
ensure physical distancing of one person per two square metres where practicable.

• Contact sport and training can occur. Equipment may be shared, equipment is cleaned regularly. 
Good hygiene practices including handwashing before and after sport is being encouraged by 
supervisors.

• Camps can occur, however venue capacity should not be exceeded (no longer limited to 100 max). 
The school is following Department excursion policies and AHPPC advice to lower the risk of any 
possible transmission and promote good health and hygiene. Supervisors are expected to monitor 
and ensure physical distancing of one person per two square metres. The school ensures that camp 
providers are compliant with WA COVID-19 Health guidelines. 

• Work placements are occurring. The school conducts work placement risk assessments and ensure 
employers comply with WA COVID-19 Health guidelines.

• Band practice can occur. Good hygiene practices including handwashing before and after lessons 
apply. Supervisors monitor and ensure physical distancing of one person per two square metres.

• Incursions and excursions can occur. Supervisors maintain and ensure physical distancing of one 
person per two square metres.

• Major events held at off -site venues such as the school ball, music concerts and sporting events can 
occur. Maximum numbers will be determined by the two square metre per person rule.

• Assemblies and other school community events can occur. Adult visitors and staff  should maintain 
physical distancing of one person per two square metres.

• Examinations can occur. Supervisors monitor and ensure physical distancing of one person per two 
square metres and good hygiene practices should be applied.  



French Department

As part of their French course, year 8 students have been learning about French cuisine and the French 
café culture. They have worked on the key vocabulary and language 
structures needed to order foods and drinks and discuss their diets.

During week 8, they were invited to a food tasting session to put their 
learning into real-world use. Speaking and writing in French throughout, 
students placed their orders and reviewed a selection of French snacks 
popular among teenagers in France and Belgium.

On Friday, the French department had the surprise visit of Mrs Michelle 
Clarke from the Esperance Public Library, who catered for the class with a 

delicious assortment of crêpes au citron 
and madeleines à l’orange straight from 
her kitchen!

Bravo to all students for their mindful involvement and merci to 
Madame Clarke for sharing her passion for French cuisine with 
French students at Esperance Senior High School. 

Ms Anaelle Talelo Donjio - French

• P&C, School Board and staff  meetings can occur when adhering to physical distancing of two 
square metres per person and regular cleaning requirements.

• Parent/carer meetings can occur. Adults should maintain physical distancing of one person per two 
square metres and good hygiene practices should be applied.

• Visitors and third-party providers on school sites can occur. Regular cleaning of used areas and 
minimising contact with the broader school population apply. Visitors on school sites should sign in 
and maintain physical distancing of one person per two square metres.

HEALTH, HYGIENE AND CLEANING
• Health, hygiene and cleaning arrangements for term 3 continue at Esperance Senior High School 

with regard to safety, to reduce direct contact, enhance personal hygiene practices, and strengthen 
cleaning regimes.

Cleaning
• Cleaning guidelines are based on, and continuously reviewed in line with, advice from the Department 

of Health.   
• Increased cleaning will continue in term 3 and additional funding has been provided for this purpose. 
• The school has cleaning staff  on site during the school day to regularly clean and disinfect high 

contact surfaces that are frequently used by students and/or staff .

Students are asked to consider the following guidelines to reduce contact:
• Avoid direct physical contact (handshakes, hugs, etc)
• Unwell students must remain at home.
Personal hygiene: 
• Arrangements are in place for regular and thorough hand-washing for students and staff . 
• Supplies of soap and other cleaning agents are available. 
• Posters and visible messaging regarding handwashing and cough-sneeze hygiene is displayed at 

the school.  

Ian Masarei
Principal
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MA sample of the students food orders

Year 8 students trying out the French 
cuisine



Follow The Dream

The Follow the Dream Partnerships for Success program provides after-school tuition and mentoring 
support to aspirant Aboriginal students. The program assists students in achieving positive academic 
outcomes and meaningful post-school destinations such as university entrance, further training or 
employment. 

The program started the year with 37 students who have accessed targeted after-school tuition and 
mentor support. Students received tutoring with specialist teachers from learning areas including 
Business, Chemistry, Biology, Physics, English, Mathematics and Certifi cate courses. This year, the 
program has been extended through an Outreach program and also included students from local 
primary schools. It was great to see Nulsen Primary School supporting interested year 5 and 6 students  
to attend after-school tutoring.

Students have been attending tutoring Monday to Thursday. A fantastic group of tutors have been 
supporting the students in their learning. They have been particularly supportive of the year 12 VET and 
ATAR students who are busily working towards their graduation at the end of the year.

COVID-19
2020 and the COVID-19 pandemic have brought about several changes to the program. Involvement in 
camps such as the Indigenous Australian Engineering School ( IAES),  an annual event held at Curtin 
University in Perth has been postponed.  The work-experience at IGO's Nova mine has been cancelled.  
IGO is looking to restart the program in 2021. The enrichment centre no longer makes afternoon tea 
for the students. Instead, they have alternative snacks such as muesli bars and individually wrapped 
healthy snacks. As restrictions ease the year 10 to 11 students may be able to attend a career and 
university camp late in term four.

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS
Aboriginal students are eligible for the program if their: 
• School attendance is at least 85%.
• Performance on the National Assessment Program Literacy and 

Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests is satisfactory.
• School grades are satisfactory (eg C grades or higher), behaviour 

at school is adequate.
• The student is committed to participating in the program, and 

the student's parents support their child's participation in the 
program.

Nigel Dann (VET Building and Construction) 
with tutor Mr Bezuidenhout and Nigel's coffee 

table

L to R: Indhi MacDonald (VET), Will Peucker 
and Jai Spencer (ATAR)  during private study



STUDENTS IN AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING
Students and parents are invited to apply by completing an application form which can be collected at 
the front offi  ce. The application plus the student's school performance will be used to decide program 
admission by the Operational Committee. Successful students must complete and sign an agreement 
which outlines their responsibilities. Potential candidates are asked to submit their application to the 
front offi  ce by the end of week 4 term 3.

ENGINEERING AID AUSTRALIA SCHOLARSHIPS
Will Peucker and Jai Spencer have been awarded a scholarship from Engineering Aid Australia. Jai 
and Will have regularly attended the Indigenous Engineering School’s camps at Curtin University. Both 
have expressed interest in Engineering and have shown to be diligent and committed to their studies. 
Will and Jai are currently in year 12 undertaking a science focussed ATAR course this year. Their 
certifi cate and cheques were presented to them by Mr Masarei, Principal.

Paul Jeff eries 
Follow The Dream Program Coordinator

L to R: Jai Spencer, Ian Masarei (Principal) and Will Peucker with their scholarships

On Tuesday 23rd to Thursday 25th June Clontarf took a group of boys to Cape Le Grand National Park 
for our end of term training camp. We headed out around lunch time on Tuesday and once we arrived 
we set up camp and enjoyed some rest and relaxation before playing some team building games 
including footy and tug-o-war.

The following day  started nicely with a cooked breakfast wrap 
made by staff members followed by a morning of relaxing 
before we ventured on a walk from Cape Le Grand to Hellfire 
Bay which was led by Tjaltjraak Rangers and Clontarf Alumni 
Ned Clinch and Jeremy Smith. Their knowledge of their culture 
and land was remarkable from knowing what bush tucker you 
can and can’t eat to the stories behind Cape Le Grand. 

Thursday was 
a cold and wet start as we had a down pour around 
midnight which ended up resulting in 7 boys sleeping in 
the Troopy. Once we had packed up we headed to our 
final activity climbing Frenchman's peak before heading 
home. A few of the boys were sore from the walk on the 
previous day so needless to say it was a slow walk but 
well worth it.    

Clontarf Football Academy
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This term I had the pleasure of bringing some science to the year 3 and 4 students at Esperance 
Primary School. The students had been learning about plants and their lifecycles. In collaboration with 
the classroom teachers at Esperance Primary School I developed a 
series of hands on learning activities based around the secret life of 
plants. The students had fun sorting and grouping diff erent types of 
seeds based on their characteristics. They learnt about the diff erent 
ways plants can spread their seeds including exploding seed pods 
and winged seeds that helicopter through the air. A highlight for 
the students was getting to view some diff erent seeds under the 

microscopes. The students 
were highly engaged in all the 
activities and demonstrated 
excellent attentive listening 
skills. 

I would like to thank Esperance Primary School for giving me the 
opportunity to share this experience with the staff  and students, 
I hope that it has ignited a passion for Science in the students 
and allowed the teaching staff  to gain some ideas and confi dence 
in delivering hands on learning experiences in Science for their 
students. 

Cara Gurney - Science Department

Science 
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It has been a busy and productive term for the Humanities department. COVID-19 has made 
everybody reflect and look at doing things differently. At the end of last term we decided to adapt our 
usual curriculum for the start of term 2 and construct an ANZAC grid. This grid included a variety of 
engaging activities, including trench constructions, poetry and essay competitions, WWI model weapon 
construction, cooking ANZAC biscuits and song writing. All activities were designed to be accessible for 
students working from home and in the classroom. 

The response from students was incredible with some exceptional work submitted. These included 
3–D trenches, model aircraft and two year 9 students wrote and performed a song. However, the best 
submissions had to be the ANZAC biscuits that obviously had to be sampled by the teachers. Thanks 
to all the students and their families who got involved in the projects.

COVID-19 has also illustrated the importance of the humanities in understanding the world we live 
in. Each of the disciplines the HASS department studies has helped students gain an insight into 
the current pandemic. History students have been able to apply their knowledge of past pandemics 
such as the Spanish flu and Bubonic Plague to the Corona Virus, helping them to understand and 
contextualise its impact. During Economics, students have been able to analyse the impact of the virus 
on the Australian and World economies and evaluate government responses, while an understanding 
of Geography has enabled students to examine how the inter-connectedness of the modern world has 
contributed to the spread of the disease. Later in the year when we study Civics, students will be able 
to apply their knowledge and skills to evaluate the impact of the virus on different groups within society 
and compare how different political models were able to control the disease. 

It has been a busy and productive term for the Hu

Humanities and Social Sciences
‘the key to understanding your place in an ever-changing world’



The examples outlined above reinforce the importance of an education that includes the study of 
Humanities. Chief Executive of the Business Council of Australia, Jennifer Westacott, said in a 2016 
speech “…humanities produce people who can ask the right questions, think for themselves, explain 
what they think, and turn those ideas into actions”. She went further to say the key skills required 
by industry and business nested in the humanities: “critical thinking, synthesis, judgement and an 
understanding of ethical constructs”.

In a world where it is increasingly difficult to predict the jobs of the future, transferable skills such as 
teamwork, communication, problem solving, innovation and emotional judgment, all deeply entrenched 
in the study of Humanities, are widely acknowledged as not only important in driving business success, 
but in developing socially aware and engaged citizens. 

We would like to wish Mrs Anne Fletcher all the best on her new adventures in Tjuntjunjara Remote 
Community School from term 3.  Mrs Fletcher has been a valued member of the HaSS department this 
year, teaching year 9 HaSS as well as Aboriginal Culture.   

Leanne Cassam
Head of Department - Humanities and Social Sciences

The Arts

Year 9 Art students in Mr Henson’s class, Taya Close, Adriana Graham, Georgina Schultz, Indiana 
Burleigh and Dacinta Thompson have created a mural design which is being painted on a board and 
has been worked on in the art building during the Term 2. The original idea was for students from across 
Esperance Senior High Sschool to assist with the painting during NAIDOC Celebrations. Since those 
celebrations have been postponed across Australia the girls have decided to continue with the work 
using it as a ‘practise’ for a larger mural that will be done in term 4 while ESHS students celebrate 
NAIDOC Week with the rest of the country.  Mr Jeffries has already expressed interest in the artwork 
being installed on the walls near room 7. The girls have been assisted by Anna Bonney from the Girls 
Academy.

From Left: Georgina Schultz, Adriana Graham, Anna Bonney, Dacinta Thompson, Taya Close, Indiana Burleigh



As we wrap up term 2, sighs of relief can be heard all over the offi  ce. The impact of Covid19 cannot be 
understated. Many novels have been read and enjoyed by the lower school classes, with meaningful 
assessments and creative tasks attached, to reveal students understanding of issues and ideas. Next 
term, we look forward to returning to regular programming, but are pleased with the progress in literacy 
evidenced by the students. 

Year 7s had an interesting foray into the lives and issues facing Indigenous people by reading Sister 
Heart, which uses poetry to tell the story of children aff ected by the Stolen Generation. They are fi nishing 
off  the term with their own interpretations in picture books. 

Year 8s delved into topical issues; the environment, indigenous rights, and poverty, being amongst the 
topics covered. I’m sure that they are glad that the term is ending with them creating their own board 
games about the books. How exciting!

Year 9 and 10 students also read novels, and completed comprehension tasks and creative writing, as 
well as working on their literacy, grammar and spelling. Many discussions 
about the issues arising from the novels were had, and a few of the students 
attended the English After School Assistance Program, which runs on a 
Thursday afternoon, to support what students are learning in class. 

General year 11 and 12 students had some adjustments to their program, 
due to world circumstances, but have been busy learning about a variety of 
text types, and honing in on their writing skills, to prepare them for life after 
school. 

The ATAR students, both year 11 and 12, have been busy completing their fi rst 
semester’s course work, and fi nalising their understanding with exams, a mammoth task. Year 12s have 
just  begun unit  4, investigating Indigenous issues through the Jack Davis play  "No Sugar", learning 
about the diff erent contexts of reading. 

In all, it has been a busy, but productive term, with children engaged in their learning programs under the 
instruction of their teachers. Hopefully next term will see a little more calmness in the world, with most 
of the year 12s fi nishing off  their studies at the end of term 3, except of course, exams! Good luck to all. 

Vicky Williams
Head of Department - English

English 

Year 7 student Jocelyn Bell 
creating her picture book
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Esperance Girls Academy have had a great term 2 and some of the girls have really stepped up to our 
values and attendance goals. The following girls each received a certifi cate for one of the Girls Academy 
values: Leadership.  was Aeishah Muir for Leadership, Connection was Taya Close, Empowerment was 
Georgina Schultz, Resilience was Ashlyn Keddie and Dacinta Thompson and Respect was Adriana 
Graham and Shianne Bullen. These girls were nominated several times by their teachers in term 2.

We also had 16 girls that achieved 90 percent or above for attendance for term 2 and each girl has
received an award and attended an excursion reward during this week.

To check out some of the other awesome activities that Esperance Girls Academy have been up to 
please see the attached Term 2 Newsletter.

Anna Bonney
Program Coordinator

Girls Academy



Home Economics Department

Mathematician of the Week is a weekly award presented to a maths student at Esperance Senior 
High School who has shown dedication to maths. Well done to these maths 
legends.
Week 5 - Jessica Teede (year 10) for showing great improvement in maths 
and excellent results in her recent measurement test. 
Week 6 - Dylan Watkins (year 9) for always working hard in class and 
achieving well on his latest test. 
Week 7- Xander Offer (year 8) for working hard in class, showing great 
improvement and scoring 70% in his recent fractions, decimals and 
percentages test.  
Week 8 - Will Harris (year 8) for his positive attitude and conscientious 
approach to mathematics work in class. 
Week 9 - Ben Lee-Steere (year 11) for outstanding behaviour in class and at 
exams putting in the effort to thank exam supervisors. 

Michael Zani
Head of Department - Maths

Jessica Teede

Maths Department

Will HarrisXander OfferDylan Watkins Ben Lee-Steere

In year 11 Children, Family and the Community (CFC) the class have been researching sustainability. 
Students have developed a package of activities to encourage children to use their head, heart and 
hands in order to save the environment and encourage their families to live a more sustainable lifestyle.

L to R: Chloe Ling and Eloise Lochowicz

L to R: Trinity Maher, Alley Tietjens, Grace Nelson and Ashley Palmer



Year 7 and 8 Coordinator

NEW YEAR 7 STUDENT COUNCILLORS ANNOUNCED
Congratulations to newly elected year 7 Student Councillors. 
I have great confidence that these students will do their best 
to contribute positively to the Student Council to make ESHS 
even better than it already is.

FACTIONS REWARDED
Congratulations to year 7 Flinders and year 8 Dempster who 
were the leading factions in week 7. Students received an ice 
cream voucher during form. It should be noted that year 8 
Dempster only won first place spot from Rossiter by 2 points.  
Below are the faction points: 

YEAR 7 FACTION POINTS YEAR 8 FACTION POINTS
FLINDERS 883 DEMPSTER 911
ROSSITER 856 ROSSITER 894
DEMPSTER 627 FLINDERS 887

EYRE 582 EYRE 808

END OF TERM REWARD
In term 2, 20 students from year 7 and 20 students from year 8 were rewarded on the last day of term 
with pizza, movie and activities in the school gym.  These students are recognised by staff for their work 
ethic in class, displaying a positive attitude and going above and beyond. 

Congratulations to year 7s Ella Maganotti, Bethany Whiting, Liam 
Norwood, Addison Daw, Fien Loones, Mitchell Cole, Jake MacKenzie, 
Harvey Tate, Celia Rolland, AJ Landers, Logan Governs, Macey-Jane 
Mellor, Maddy Taylor, Bryce Nell, Charlee Smith, Molly Pechar, James 
Wilson, Bree Durrant, Casey Reeves and Layla Schultz. Year 8s Amitee 
Morris, Kayden Piggott, Lenox Lister, Kade Gilmore, Daphane Barnes, 
Phoebe Kindrid, Emmalee Wood, Matilda Broadbent, Lucy Bell, Tiffany 
Blakely, Jorja Heather, Axle Brett, Amy Clarke, Tyler Coates, Isobel 
Shelton, Isabella Tuddenham, Emma Fairhead, Jayde Lloyd, Kai 
Bellenger and Molly Mackenzie 

PRIMARY SCHOOL VISITS
In week 8, I had the pleasure of taking some ESHS Year 7 
Ambassadors back to their primary school to talk to the year 
6 students about their high school experience thus far.  Our 
students did a great job ensuring the year 6 students would 
be welcome at ESHS in 2021.

If you have any questions or concerns about your child 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch on 9071 9555 or 
Brett.B.Landers@education.wa.edu.au.

Brett Landers
Year 7 and 8 Coordinator

Principal Ian Masarei with newly elected Year 7 Student 
Councillors Kearata Ramalepa, Layla Schultz, 

Celia Rolland and Chelsea White

Top Lto R: Mia Walter, Manaia Marsden, Molly Pechar, Manyah 
Starcevich and Izabella Everett

Bottom L to R: Noah McElro, declan Hayward-McKean
 and Zach Warren
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Year 8s Tim Fetherston and Taliah Walsh attempt 
to steal the ball from Practicum Teacher Mr Hills



Year 9 Coordinator

It has been a big term trying to keep up with ever changing restrictions but it is nice to see some 
normality back and students regularly attending school. 

SCHOOL SUPPORT SERVICES
The past 3 and a half months have been a difficult time for everyone and some students have been able 
to cope easily and others are still struggling. This is a timely reminder that at Esperance Senior High 
School  students have support staff to talk to if they need help.  
• School Chaplin - Chris Blair 
• Student Services Support -  Allira and Mia
• School Psychologist -  Kathryn Kirchner (by referral only) 

FACTION POINT REWARDS
As of Friday 26th of June 2020 the faction points for year 9 were:
Rossiter 606
Flinders 597
Eyre 533
Dempster 474
For the end of term reward the top 20 faction point leaders were invited to a pizza lunch and movie 
afternoon in the library. Well done to:

Jarradyn Cooper Max Templeton Bela Bayly Jaya Schmidt Jacob Zloich 
Lucy Gray Amber Francis Shia Szymanski Darcy Lay Megan Stockdale
Dustin Hartley Hannah Sims Ruby Davies-Mele Braidy Johnston AJ Watson
Tameeka Rolland Liah Bawdon Lawson Baker Luca Marshman Thomas Magagnotti

MOST IMPROVED 
Year 9 Maths, English, Science and HASS (MESH) teachers 
were asked to nominate year 9s who had shown great 
improvement in class or continually try their best in class 
to receive a reward. Congratulations to Ashlyn Keddie, 
Enya Crocker, Matilda Vooght-Simpson, Logan Brown, 
Toby Gerschwitz, Jessica Suttar and Jackson Bell for their 
efforts in class. These students were the lucky recipients of 
vouchers to local businesses. 

AQUATICS
With the easing of some 
restrictions has meant 
Mr Fitzpatrick’s year 9 aquatics class has been able to make some 
trips to the beach to surf and body board. 

Sam Higgins
Year 9 Coordinator 
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Charlie Buckman and Hamish Haslam catching a wave

Travis Shearer, Torin Pechar, Logan Brown and Julius Rickerby after 
their turn in the water 

Cameron Waight catching a wave back to shore



We are half way through the year and although we all experienced a very challenging semester 1, I’m 
very pleased with how this term has developed. Congratulations to each and every year 10 student who 
has shown growth, resilience and dedication in one or various facets of their learning at school. 

We have reached a time of this year where various opportunities will arise for students to progress 
towards their plans for next year.  Although the semester 1 exams were cancelled due to the interruptions 
to our school year, their performances for semester 1 gives the school a good indication as to the 
pathway they are best suited to in upper school. Classroom engagement, academic achievements and 
general behaviour will serve as a guide when it comes to recommendations and selection processes 
that will commence soon.  

Last week, potential ATAR students had the opportunity to attend a presentation by the representatives 
from Perth Universities in the library. Due to restrictions, these presentations were delivered online 
and I wish to thank Mr Poole for organising this event. Well done to the students. Your conduct during 
this presentation was excellent and you need to be commended for your level of engagement. I am 
particularly impressed with your attentive listening skills and the level of questioning you considered. 
Hopefully your attendance at this session has given you a good insight as to the opportunities that exist 
and the entry pathways, should you wish to complete upper school in the ATAR pathway for the purpose 
of studying at a university.

During week 10, a group of 20 boys had the opportunity to attend a Try-A-Trade session. This is 
organised for potential Vocational and Education Training (VET) students by the Design and Technology 
department and will give students the opportunity to investigate the options available for studying a VET 
pathway next year. These two events are only to start many more opportunities from now onwards, to 
support students and parents when selecting pathways for career choices.  Please see below a timeline 
for Term 3, with several events and activities planned, that will hopefully help to make informed, realistic 
decisions regarding pathways and courses in upper school. Students will be given a hard copy and I will 
also add this to the Connect page.

Week Date(s) Event/Activity
1 Thursday, 23rd July - periods 3&4 First General Information Sessions

USB (Upper School course handbook, University admissions 
requirements etc) and Preparation sheet distributed

Tuesday, 28th July ATAR Pathway Parent Night Information in ECEC Library from 6pm
2 Wednesday, 29th July VET Pathway Information Night in ECEC Library from 6pm

4 Wednesday, 12th August VET conference for students hoping to get into a VET program
7 Monday 31st August to Friday 4th September Proposed Universities Camp to Perth

8 and 9 7th to 18th September Meetings for course selections with parent/carer (ATAR pathway)
10 Monday, 21st September ATAR pathway subject selection forms due

(Please note: Some of these activities and events are subject to easing of COVID-19 restrictions)

Of particular importance to parents/carers will be the two parent information nights, which students are 
encouraged to attend as well. By the time these events take place, all year 10 students should have 
received their semester one report, which will indicate their level of academic achievement this far. The 
fi rst night, information regarding the ATAR pathway will be shared and parents will have the opportunity 
to ask any more questions they might have. On the second night, information provided will be based on 
those students who intend to select a course in the Vocational Education and Training pathway.  

Further information about upcoming and incidental activities or events will be shared as they occur, 
via Connect or the next newsletter. In past years, year 10 students who intend to study a VET course, 
had the opportunity to go out for a week on work experience and those intending to study ATAR 
courses attended a university camp in Perth for a week.  We appreciate your understanding that due to 
circumstances beyond our control, we cannot provide fi nal details regarding these events at this stage. 
Students and parents will be informed as soon as we have more information about these opportunities.

Year 10 Coordinator



Last but not the least. Congratulations to all the students who have worked really hard this term. Several 
students have shown signifi cant improvement in the eff orts they put into their work, general behaviour 
and conduct as well as academically. 

On Thursday afternoon, 20 students participated in a reward activity at school. They were provided 
with a small lunch at the library after which they watched a movie. I will also award some students who 
have demonstrated signifi cant improvement in their general conduct and behaviour over the last term. 
Students need to know that their eff orts are not going unnoticed.  

As always, if you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on 9071 9584 or 
by email hester.maree@education.wa.edu.au.

Hester Maree
Year 10 Coordinator

It is pleasing to be able to report that in most respects, things have returned to normal after the disruptions 
caused earlier in the semester by the COVID 19 virus. While it was nothing like spending a week in Perth 
playing sport along with 3,000 other students, it was great to see the lunchtime sporting activities in the 
gym this week.

A big “Thank you” goes out to all the businesses in town who 
have been able to take on our Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) students for Work Place Learning (WPL). This commitment 
to the support and development of over 90 year 11 students each 
week is certainly appreciated.

The ATAR pathway students have all received their semester 1 
exam results. Most students would be quite satisfied with their 
results. For a lot of students the exams will have provided some 
insights as to the changes they will need to make in order to get the results that more accurately reflect 
their ability. In the discussions I have had with the students it has become apparent just how much 
they have learned about the study requirements that they need to have in place in the lead up to future 
exams. Many have commented about wanting to be better prepared next time. For example, by their 
own admission, they now know they need be putting together topic summaries earlier, they need to 
start revising earlier and they need be more efficient in their preparation for exams (turn the phone off 
etc). The students have also commented on aspects of their exam technique that they can improve on, 
including their time management (attempting all the questions) and their understanding of the different 
terms used in questions (eg describe, compare, discuss).

As well, students have expressed a greater understanding of the need to approach their teachers when 
they don’t fully understand things. Staff at the school will do whatever they can to support students; 
sometimes the student will need to be the one to push the button.

Upper School reports were distributed earlier this week. I have already seen most of the students whose 
results have given me cause for concern. If any parent orcarer 
wants to discuss their child’s progress, please ring to make an 
appointment as early as possible next term.

Finally, it is with sadness that we say goodbye to Theresa Rudolph, 
the Rotary Exchange student from Austria who has been with us 
for the last twelve months. We will miss her smiling face and bubbly 
personality. Wishing you a safe trip home and hoping that we see 
you again some time in the future.

Geoff Poole
Year 11 Coordinator

It i l i t b bl t t th t i t t thi

Year 11 Coordinator

L to R: Flynn Halliday, Max Gray, Ben Murray, Ryan Quinlivan 
and Cooper O'Neill



Year 12 students now have about one term left of their secondary education. Apart from the ATAR 
students, who will return in term 4 to prepare for the WACE exams, most students appear to be on 
track to fi nish at the end of term 3. Importantly, it is better for everyone if students apply a consistent 
eff ort during their remaining time, rather than spending the last few weeks trying to catch up, or retuning 
in term 4. Students will receive their semester report soon. Please feel free to contact me as soon as 
possible if you want to discuss your child’s progress.

I am currently reviewing each year 12 student’s progress and making recommendations for those who 
may be down on grades, behind in certifi cate work or low in workplace learning hours. Again, I can’t 
reiterate enough the importance of keeping on top of school work. I remind students that they only have 
about 50 days left of secondary schooling. Now is the time to fi nish strong!

ATAR students will receive an updated ATAR prediction from the Department of Education at the start 
of term 3. This update will be helpful as a guide when students start thinking about university course 
selections in August and September. If students need an indication of their progress towards their 
targets, before or after the update, they can see me for a calculation. 

Pictured below are some of our hard working ATAR students who have recently returned from their fi rst 
semester exams. Those pictured are Vincent Newman, Max Ayers, Kade Bullen, Hardy Fisher, Liam 
Brennan, Gian-Luca Kehl, Ripley McKenzie, Eloise Husbands, Holly Martin and Will Peucker. 

During term 3, I will also be asking for parent volunteers who would like to plan the end of year celebrations 
for year 12 students. Last year's parents organised an event after the prize night and put in a lot of hard 
work setting up for the night. Without those parents the celebration would not have gone ahead. If you 
would like to be a part of the planning committee for the 2020, please contact me at the start of next 
term.

If you have any concerns whatsoever regarding your child’s year 12 studies, then please feel free to 
contact me at the school on 9071 9555 or by emailing peter.turner@education.wa.edu.au.

Peter Turner 
Year 12 Coordinator

Year 12 Coordinator
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SHINING BRIGHT 
We are happy to announce our Term 1 Shining 
Bright winners — for 90 percent or above 
attendance — are Mikeyiah Bennell, Talisha 
Dempster, Ruby Dowling Chloe Gidgup, Adriana 
Graham, Tajaeiah Graham, Jody Greatz, Alicia 
Linden, Zakia McKenzie, Georgina Shultz, Layla 
Shultz, and Kyeesha Taylor. Due to COVID-19, we 
were unable to run our planned Shining Bright 
Awards lunch and reward day. Winners instead 
were able to choose from our gorgeous Girls 
Academy merchandise, including shirts, hats or 
a beanie. Congratulations girls — you are deadly 
role models in our Academy.

IN THIS TOGETHER
To acknowledge and celebrate National 
Reconciliation Week, Year 9 and 10 students 
created a timeline of significant events in 
Aboriginal history and used this, as well as 
posters created by students at Esperance Senior 
High School, to set up a library display. Academy 
members also made purple felt Sorry Day badges 
to commemorate National Sorry Day. Based on 
the native hibiscus flowers that represent the 
resilience and survival of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders, the badges were given to all 
teachers, who were invited to wear them to 
show their support and share the steps towards 
healing for the Stolen Generations, their families 
and communities. Girls Academy students also 
set up an activity table at lunch and invited other 
students to come and create a badge of their 
own. It was really rewarding for the students to 
see teachers wearing the badges they made and 
listen to the conversations they were having with 
other students in the school, as they answered 
questions about the badges and the reason for 
Sorry Day.



SPECIAL MEETING
The Governor-General, His Excellency David Hurley, 
was full of praise for Girls Academy during a Zoom 
conversation rich in personal stories, and alive with 
the spirit of reconciliation. Held as part of National 
Reconciliation Week, the meeting brought together 
people from around the country to talk about what 
reconciliation means to them and the impact of 
COVID-19. As Girls Academy staff and students  
shared their thoughts with the Governor-General 
and his wife, Her Excellency Mrs Linda Hurley, 
common themes quickly emerged. Zakia McKenzie, 
a Year 10 student from Esperance Girls Academy, 
said Reconciliation Week was about her ancestors 
being recognised in the same way as non-Indigenous 
people. “Also raising awareness about their stories. 
With them sharing their experiences and stories 
through Reconciliation Week and other historical 
events … you show a lot of empathy, you can 
acknowledge what they’ve gone through, and how 

our culture is still here today and how we can be, 
in the theme, in this together.”  Esperance Girls 
Academy program manager Anna Bonney believed 
Girls Academy had a big part to play in reconciliation, 
building a bridge between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people. “We’re really remote and a lot 
of people haven’t got understanding, our culture’s 
not strong here, and we don’t have a lot of Elders,” 
she said. “So I feel like we have a massive role at 
Girls Academy at our high school to help create 
those opportunities. Just this week we did Sorry Day 
badges and lots of students came and all teachers 
wore one and there were lots of conversations and 
lots of questions. It’s just about learning, learning 
everybody’s journey, everybody’s story and having  
the empathy and understanding.” We are so proud 
that Anna and Zakia were chosen to represent 
Western Australia academies — they are true leaders 
and role models!!



STUDENT LEADER 
Earlier this year, Alidea Stack was elected to 
represent Esperance Senior High School as a 
student councillor. Congratulations Alidea — you 
are a true leader for all of the girls.

ART THERAPY
Year 8 students enjoyed a workshop with Pauline 
and Suzie Bonney, from Karnpi Designs, as part 
of Act Belong Commit’s Resilience for Youth 
Through Arts program. Pauline and Suzie have 
one more workshop to deliver this term, so that 
the students can complete their artworks. We are 
looking forward to the exhibition.



UPCOMING EVENTS
26 June Pancake Breakfast Day

26 June  Shining Bright Awards lunch

26 June Shining Bright Reward Day

18 July         Esperance Netball Association, first game

Term 3 
21 July Term 3 starts!

21-22 July    Esperance Senior High School photos. 
Come looking your gorgeous best!

Tuesday lunch:  Games day — come try your 
hand at Uno, Spoons or ping pong. 

Thursday lunch: Rewards lunch for all those who 
attended FTD or WIO study sessions (at Clontarf).

Thursday lunch: Seniors lunch for our 
hardworking Year 11 and 12 students (Academy 
room).

Friday Feed: For all those with attendance of 90 
percent and above — enjoy a delicious lunch in 
the Academy room. (Anna and Michelle are open 
to meal suggestions!)

Just a reminder, girls, that every Wednesday 
after school is our Winning in Overtime (WIO) 
homework club. This is a great time to get some 
help studying for that upcoming test or to go 
over any work you are having trouble with in 
class. Everyone is welcome and there are always 
teachers there to help. And remember … anyone 
who comes gets to enjoy the reward lunch at 
Clontarf the following day. Follow the Dream 
(FTD) is also back up and running, Monday to 
Thursday afternoons.STUDY  

SESSIONS

WEEKLY 
TIMETABLE
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