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Week 2, Term 2 2017

Special dates
to remember
Tuesday 2nd May
School ANZAC assembly
Saturday 6th May
Upper School Ball
Tuesday 9th - 19th May
Year 9 NAPLAN testing
Monday 15th May - Wednesday
24th May
Year 12 ATAR exams
Monday 22nd May - Wednesday
31st May
Year 11 ATAR exams
Monday 22nd May - Wednesday
31st May
Year 6 enrolment talks at local primary
schools

Welcome back to Term 2 everyone.
A special welcome to the following staff who have recently joined
the school: Mrs Sam Haclin (English) and Miss Ashlea Harvey, who
is joining the music department this term for her teaching practicum.
We are also delighted to welcome Miss Anna Bonney to our school
as the new (Ricky Grace) Role Models and Leaders Australia
Aboriginal Girls Academy Program Manager.
Anna has been joined by Mrs Annette Hanson and Ms Michelle De
Lacy who are sharing the position of the program’s Development
Officer.
Rotary Exchange Student
Welcome also to our new Rotary Exchange Student, Keiichiro Kita
from Japan, who commenced year 11 this term. The Rotary Club
of Esperance is calling for any family who may wish to host future
Rotary exchange students. If you are interested in this, please
contact Mr Scott Mackie on 0427 904843 for further details.

Monday 5th June
Western Australia Day Holiday
Tuesday 6th June
Meningococcal immunisation
Wednesday - 14th June
Year 8 immunisation
Tuesday 20th June
Interschool Swimming Carnival
Thursday 22nd June
Meningococcal immunisation
Monday 26th June - Friday 30th
June
Country Week
Friday 30th June
Last day of Term 2
Tuesday 18th July
First day of Term 3 for students

MENINGOCOCCAL ACWY VACC PROGRAM
The Western Australian ACWY vaccination program for adolescents
has been launched. This is in response to a recent increase in
meningococcal infection caused by staera particular type of the
bacteria, ‘serogroup W’.
What is the Meningococcal ACWY Vaccination Program?
The Meningococcal ACWY vaccination program is in response to a
recent increase of meningococcal infection caused by a particular
type of the bacteria, ‘serogroup W’. Individuals aged between 1519 years within the WA community will be targeted to receive this
vaccine in order to reduce the spread of this disease.
Why is the program targetting 15-19 year olds?
This age group experiences some of the highest rates of
meningococcal carriage and illness. Once infected, these young
people can transmit the bacteria to people who are at increased
risk of infection, including young children. It is expected that
providing the meningococcal W (Men W) vaccine to this age group
will reduce the spread of this potentially life threatening infection
within the WA community.

Why is this targeted vaccination program necessary?
Although numbers are low, Men W cases have been increasing each year since 2013, with one case
notified in that year and 14 cases in 2016. Two more cases have been notified in 2017. Prior to 2013,
serogroup W was uncommon, with only six cases diagnosed in the 13 year period from 2000 to 2012.
Which vaccine will be used?
The meningococcal ACWY vaccine will be used. This vaccine protects against four groups of
meningococcal bacteria: A, C, W and Y. The conjugate meningococcal ACWY vaccine Nimenrix®,
supplied in Australia by Pfizer, will be used in this program.
How will the program work?
In 2017, WA Health and local council nursing teams will conduct the vaccinations at schools to students
in years 10, 11 and 12. Additional vaccination clinics will be conducted at community health clinics to
capture 18-19 year olds and other age-eligible persons not attending high school. In 2018 and 2019, the
program would target incoming year 10 students only.
When will parents/carers receive the consent form?
Parents can expect to receive Men W vaccination consent materials through their child’s school. Students
will receive the consent form and information sheet in form room during the next two weeks. Parents are
urged to complete the form and have your child return it to the school via their form teacher or directly to
the school nurse prior to the end of May. Please contact the school nurse if you have not received this
consent form.
The immunisation will occur on Tuesday 6th June and Thursday 22nd June in the school library.
If you wish to know more information about this program, you can access the relevant page on the
Department of Health website: http://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/J M/Meningococcal-disease
RESILIENCY COMMITTEE
The school has been investigating areas that can improve students’ resiliency skills, following the
Resilient Youth Australia (RYA) survey results that have been made available to the school.
The RYA’s definition of Resiliency is “the process of adapting well in the face of adversity: trauma,
tragedy, threats or stress”.
To help students respond to such challenges, a Student Health and Wellbeing Committee exists in
the school. The Committee is develping strategies to enhance students’ resiliency, based on RYA’s
Resiliency Framework that consists of three resiliency pathways (Safe, Healthy and Fulfilling) and the
ten domains within these pathways, as outlined in the diagram below:-

Researchers have identified 40 ‘inner strengths’ on assets grouped within the three pathways and ten
domains that everyone can possess to:
• Prevent risky behaviours
• Enhance positive outcomes and
• Contribute to resiliency.
In each newsletter we aim to have information to parents and carers on how to help your son or daughter
enhance their resiliency skills. The topics for this newsletter are about managing anxiety (see attached
flyer) and, from SDERA, the topic of teenagers and alcohol.

The School Drug Education and Road Aware (SDERA) program is linked to the school’s Resiliency
Committee. Jill Fitzpatrick, who runs SDERA in Esperance, has provided a parent information sheet
on teenagers and alcohol. The article below and the attached flyer, Alcohol and Young People: Tips for
parents of 12-17 year olds, is a timely reminder of this topic for parents and young people, given the
2017 Upper School Ball that is taking place at the Civic Centre this Saturday evening.
DON’T MOST PARENTS GIVE THEIR CHILDREN ALCOHOL? I WANT TO HELP MY TEENAGER FIT IN, SO I DON’T
WANT THEM TO BE THE ONLY ONE AT A PARTY WHO IS NOT DRINKING ALCOHOL.

Many parents do not give alcohol to their children.
Research conducted in Western Australia in 2011 with school students aged 12 to 17 who drank alcohol
in the last week found that 28% of parents supplied them their last alcoholic drink.
Sometimes parents feel pressure from their children or other parents to provide alcohol to their child. If
you decide to delay your child’s alcohol use, you will not be alone, as many other parents have made
the same decision.
Talking openly with other parents about the importance of delaying young people’s alcohol use will help
to raise awareness and stimulate important discussions. You may be surprised how many other parents
feel the same way!
Ongoing discussion with your child about alcohol is how you communicate your beliefs about alcohol
and helps ensure they understand your expectations of their behaviour in relation to alcohol.
Parents and young people need to be aware of the changes to the law regarding supply of alcohol to
young people under the age of 18.
CHANGES TO THE LAW ABOUT THE SUPPLY OF ALCOHOL
Rules about adults supplying alcohol to children under 18 have recently become more strict. Some key
points of these changes include:
IF A YOUNG PERSON WHO IS NOT YET 18 YEARS OF AGE BRINGS THEIR OWN ALCOHOL TO MY HOUSE, IS THIS
AN OFFENCE UNDER THE NEW SECONDARY SUPPLY OF ALCOHOL LAW?

The new law centres around supplying alcohol to juveniles. Should a parent lodge a complaint with
the police (irrespective of who supplied the alcohol), it will be a matter for the police or the courts to
determine the issue of supply.
Nevertheless, as a parent faced with this particular situation, you may wish to call the child’s parents to
check the circumstances and make a record of it. Otherwise, it is preferable that you do not permit the
juvenile to bring the alcohol onto your property.

MY 18 YEAR OLD SON IS HAVING SOME FRIENDS OVER TO OUR HOUSE FOR A FEW END OF EXAMS DRINKS WHILE
WE ARE NOT AT HOME. SOME OF MY SON’S FRIENDS ARE NOT 18 YET.
IS IT OKAY FOR HIM TO GIVE THEM ALCOHOL?

No, unless your son has been given permission by his friends’ parents or guardians. Without their
consent, he is liable for a penalty of up to $10,000. The law now requires that if your son has permission
to supply alcohol to his under 18 year old friends, in your home, he must observe responsible supervision
practices at all times. This includes making sure his friends who are under 18 years of age don’t get
drunk (or he does not get drunk himself) and that he is able to supervise their consumption of alcohol at
all times.
For more information around secondary supply of alcohol laws, visit the following website:
http://alcoholthinkagain.com.au/Parents-Young-People/Young-People-and-Alcohol-Laws#liveChat
For more information about alcohol and leavers, visit the following website:
http://alcoholthinkagain.com.au/Parents-Young-People/Young-People-and-Alcohol-Laws#liveChat
Thank you to Jill Fitzpatrick (SDERA) for this information.
SCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
What a great day the School’s Faction Athletics Carnival was on the last day of term I. Students well and
truly enhanced the spirit of fun, participation and competition on the day, and looked very decorative in
their faction colours.
A huge thank you to the following: the Health and Physical Education Department; staff; faction captains;
student helpers; the gardeners who prepared the grounds; Diesel who, for the twelth year in a row,
provided the music; the Student Councillors who sold the drinks and ice creams to raise funds for the
child they support in Tanzania; and the P&C ladies and School Chaplain, Chris Blair, who organised the
sausage sizzle.
Well done, everyone involved in such a special day.

FACTION ATHLETICS CARNIVAL RESULTS WERE AS FOLLOWS:

7 BOYS CHAMPION
7 BOYS RUNNER UP
7 GIRLS CHAMPION
7 GIRLS RUNNER UP
8 BOYS CHAMPION
8 BOYS RUNNER UP
8 GIRLS CHAMPION
8 GIRLS RUNNER UP
9 BOYS CHAMPION
9 BOYS RUNNER UP
9 GIRLS CHAMPION
9 GIRLS RUNNER UP
10 BOYS CHAMPION
10 BOYS RUNNER UP
10 GIRLS CHAMPION
10 GIRLS RUNNER UP
US BOYS CHAMPION
US BOYS RUNNER UP
US GIRLS CHAMPION
US GIRLS RUNNER UP

NAME
Koden Cooper
Oliver Shaw
Brianna Timms
Molly Hodges
Ryan Quinlivan
Ruben Wakeham
Jordan Major
Tina Barz
Jevan Tholstrup
Bryce McDonald
Layla Johnson
Rachelle Jones
Riley Krul
Niall Jan
Kia Buckley
Ruby Hodges
Joe Quinlivan
Dean Bonnett
Sophie Hawke
Monique Nicoll

FACTION
Dempster
Flinders
Rossiter
Eyre
Flinders
Rossiter
Eyre
Dempster
Rossiter
Eyre
Eyre
Eyre
Eyre
Eyre
Dempster
Eyre
Flinders
Dempster
Eyre
Flinders

62
48
72
61
54
51
54
37
67
47
76
49
88
47
83
68
67
55
75
52

ATHLETICS FACTION RESULTS:

DEMPSTER EYRE

FLINDERS

ROSSITER

YEAR 7

305

311

433

290

YEAR 8

298

273

335

270

YEAR 9

292

355

292

143

YEAR 10

217

469

144

147

YEAR 11-12

248

285

324

166

TOTAL

1360

1693

1528

1016

PLACE

3

1

2

4

ANZAC DAY WREATH LAYING
At the Esperance 11am ANZAC Day service, the school was represented by our head girl, Caiti Staer
and head boy, Joe Quinlivan. They participated in the ANZAC march
and laid a wreath on behalf of the Esperance Senior High School at the
war memorial in town. Caiti and Joe were excellent ambassadors for the
school.
After the service a representative from the Esperance Returned and
Services League of Australia (RSL), presented the students with a cheque
for the school in support of the Quiet Lion Tour (QLT) students.
We are most grateful for the community support of the QLT, including from
the RSL, the Masonic Lodge and the Rotary Club of Esperance. Thank
you so much for this generous support.

Head Girl - Caiti Staer and
Head Boy - Joe Quinlivan

QUIET LION TOUR
Esperance Senior High School has been taking part in the
Quiet Lion Tour to Thailand for ANZAC Day since 2000. This
Tour commemorates the ex-prisoners of war who worked on
the Burma-Thailand railway during World War II. It also honours
the courage, bravery and sacrifices made by the imprisoned
soldiers and the amazing work of the medical staff, including
Sir Edward ‘Weary‘ Dunlop (the Quiet Lion) and his medical
officers in caring for and helping to keep alive so many of the
Australian and other defence forces imprisoned at the Hintok
Road Camp and the Hintok River Camp in Thailand.

Mr Stan Starcevich from the RSL presenting
a cheque to Head Boy and Head Girl for the
Quiet Lion Tour fundraising.

Esperance was fortunate enough to have had ex-POW and local resident, Ernie Redman (OAM) as
part of the Esperance Quiet Lion Tour contingent from 2000 until his passing in 2009. It was because of
Ernie that the school commenced its involvement with the Quiet Lion Tour 18 years ago.
This year, 16 students and three staff made the pilgrimage to Thailand for ANZAC Day, and were
privileged to have had two of the very few surviving ex-POWs on the trip, Mr Neil McPherson who is 96
years old, and 100 year old Mr Harold Martin. To hear fi rst hand the story of the building of the railway
between Thanbyzayat in Burma (now Myanmar) to Nong Pladuk near Bangkok from some ex-prisoners
of war, was an unforgettable experience for the Tour participants.
The students who participated in this year’s Tour were: Adelle Bailye, Macenzie Clare, Kalira Docherty,
Ruby Hodges, Zoe Maccan, Grace Mallins, Hannah McBride, Caitlin Norris, Kate Shearer, Stella Best,
Georgia Garratt, Hayden McDonald, Kelly Ferguson, Trent McDonald, Rebekah Norris and Anna
Smith.
Well done to the students who were hightly commended on their outstanding behaviour and
involvement by other adults in the group.
Thank you to the Tour staff, Craig Snow, Andy Maccan and Sarah Pitchers, and to Mr Ian Holding
and Mr David Piesse from the Burma-Thailand Railway Association, for enabling our studens to
have this amazing and life-changing experience.
A report from the students on the Tour and more photos will be included in the next Newsletter this term.

YEAR 10 GEOGRAPHY EXCURSION TO WOODY LAKE
Humanities: the key to discovering your role in the world
Mrs Cassam and Mr Heggie accompanied their year 10 Geography classes to Woody Lake this week
to round off their studies of Esperance’s Wetland System. Students have been learning about the
importance of our local wetlands system and the impact that we are having on it.
Students were given the opportunity to learn more about the wetlands from Robyn Cail and Caitlin
Jackson from South Coast Natural Resource Management while they were at Woody Lake. Students
learned about the Esperance catchment that feeds the lakes, the native animals and vegetation
surrounding the lakes, and the importance of the lake system for migratory birds (some that travel all
the way from Siberia to feed in our summer). Students also participated in practices to help prevent the
spread of Phytopthora (Dieback) in the wetlands area.
A special thank you to Robyn and Caitlin for their time in sharing the knowledge of this important natural
resource in Esperance.

YEAR 12 PARENT INFORMATION – ONLINE STUDENT DECLARATION AND PERMISSION
Student Declaration
In the coming weeks, all year 12 students will need to declare online that they are aware of the
requirements to achieve the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) and for sitting the
ATAR course examinations. These requirements are listed in the Year 12 Information Handbook which
is available on the Authority’s website at http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/year-12-information.
When completing this declaration box online, one of the requirements is that your son or daughter has
discussed the declaration questions with you. Please refer to the above link for this information.
Student Permission
All year 12 students will be asked to give permission for the following:
Release of their name should they win a Curriculum and Standards Authority award for their
course achievement at the end of the year.
a.
The School Curriculum and Standards Authority award winners are published in the media and
on the Authority’s website if permission to do so has been given by the student.
b.

c.

Use of school work for creating support materials
The Authority is seeking permission for the use of school work produced during 2017, e.g.
assignments assignments, projects, portfolios, test, school-based exam responses.
Use of examination responses (written and practical)
The Authority is seeking permission for the use of:
• ATAR course written and practical examination responses (copyright owned by the student);
and
• images and sound recordings of the student in photographs, audio recordings and audio
visual recordings that are made during the ATAR course practical examinations (copyright
owned by the State of Western Australia).

Your son or daughter will be encouraged by the school to discuss each of the above questions with you
prior to completing the student permission. The online procedure has been developed so that your son
or daughter cannot complete the student permission unless they click on ‘Yes’ to “I have discussed my
responses to the above questions with my parents/guardians”.
Further information is available on the Student declaration page via School Curriculum and
Standards Authority’s year 11 and 12 website http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/the-wace/
student-declaration.
(Peter Turner - Year Twelve Coordinator)
UPCOMING EVENTS
Exams and Assessments
Many students are currently undertaking exam assessments around this time of year:
•
The NAPLAN assessments are occurring next Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (week 3).
•
Year 12 ATAR semester I exams take place from Monday 15th May to Wednesday 24th May.
•
Year 11 ATAR semester 1exams occur from Monday 22nd May to Wednesday 31st May.
•
Non-ATAR year 12 students also sit an Externally Set Task (set by the School Curriculum and
Standards Authority) that counts for 15% of school marks. This will occur in week 4 (Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday) and Monday of week 5.
All year 12 students and year 11 ATAR students will be given an individual exam schedule.
PARENTS AND CITIZENS ASSOCIATION MEETING
The next meeting of the ESHS P&C will occur in the staff room on Tuesday 9th May, starting at 7pm.
Currently, the P&C Committee still requires some executive positions to be filled, including a Treasurer
and Canteen Convenor. Please can you help in finding someone willing to take on any of these roles as,
without a P&C Treasurer, the P&C - and the CANTEEN - cannot operate. So if you can help in any way,
the school will be most grateful. We do not wish to close the Canteen!
We look forward to seeing you next Tuesday evening.
SCHOOL CANTEEN
A reminder to parents that online ordering from the canteen is available by following these easy steps:To Register:
• visit www.ouronlinecanteen.com.au
• sign up by completing the registration form
• Receive a confirmation email with activation link
• Activate your account and login to the website
• Add your children and credit to your account
• Order at your own convenience
•
•
•
•
•

Once you have registered, ordering is as simple as:Select student
Select your date
Add your items
Confirm

Students are also encouraged to order their lunch befor school to ensure they receive their request,
otherwise some items may not be available at recess or lunch time.
Watch out for our winter menu coming soon. We will do our best to fulfill any special orders, whether
it is gluten free, vegan or vegetarian. We also have vegetarian sausage rolls and gluten free toasties
available.
Volunteers are welcome any day, any time. We would love to meet you. Please contact the Manager on
90719 516 if you can volunteer any help (prior or during recess or lunch, or for the whole day). Any time
you can help would be greatly appreciated.
From the Canteen Manager - Mrs Helen Clayton

FOLLOW THE DREAM PARTNERSHIPS FOR SUCCESS
Esperance Senior High School
Pink Lake Road Esperance WA 6450
Phone: (08) 9071 9555
Fax: (08) 9071 9556
Email: Alison.Gibbs@education.wa.edu.au

FOLLOW THE DREAM: PARTNERSHIPS FOR SUCCESS NEWSLETTER

Welcome everyone to our first newsletter of the year.
Follow the Dream has had another busy end to 2016 and a super busy start to 2017.
Congratulations to the following students for winning awards at last year’s End of Year Celebration









Horizon Power Bursary Recipient: Trinity Thorne
Most Outstanding Upper School Student (Academic): Jasmine Peucker
Most Outstanding Lower School Student (Academic): William Peucker
Most Outstanding Role Model: Jada Thorne
Most Outstanding Leadership: Jasmine Peucker
Most Outstanding Citizenship: Jesse Behsman
Most Oustanding Tutor Award: Indhi Mac Donald
Aspire Award: Kerri Rivers

The Principal, Cathy Bamblett, also presented Kerri Rivers, Whitney Thorne and Trinity Thorne with
Outstanding Community Service Certificates after being acknowledged for their outstanding contribution
to ‘Nulsen in November’.
Congratulations to our 2016 year 12 graduates: Giana Adams, Zachary Cahill, Maree Hawkins and Niamh
Moir.

Zac at his Australian Defence Force Induction in Perth

FOLLOW THE DREAM PARTNERSHIPS FOR SUCCESS
Esperance Senior High School
Pink Lake Road Esperance WA 6450
Phone: (08) 9071 9555
Fax: (08) 9071 9556
Email: Alison.Gibbs@education.wa.edu.au

Where are they NOW?
Giana is working at the 24 hours’ Gym in Esperance, Maree is working in her home town and Zac is training
with the Royal Australian Navy. Niamh is studying a Double Degree at Curtin University in Engineering and
Commerce whilst also winning and completing a Cadetship with BHP Billiton.
Student Council Representatives 2017
Congratulations to Jasmine Peucker ‐ Year 12 Prefect; Thane Barnes ‐ Year 11 Student Councillor; Whitney
Thorne ‐ Year 9 Student Councillor; and Jesse Behsman and Tom Callow, Aboriginal Student Councillors.

Left to Right: Whitney Thorne, Thane Barnes, Jasmine Peucker, Tom Callow and Jesse Behsman
Indigenous Australian Engineering Summer School and UWA Revision Seminar
Congratulations to Jasmine Peucker who was selected and attended the Indigenous Australian Engineering
Summer School (IAESS) held at Curtin University during the January school holidays. Jasmine received a
Certificate and letter of participation, including a $400 continuation scholarship. Jasmine has also secured a
placement with the UWA School of Indigenous Studies ATAR revision seminar in the July school holidays.
From Allison Gibbs – Program Coordinator: Follow The Dream Partnership for Success

Hello Parents and Guardians,
Welcome back to a new term.
Peer Support
We ended the term and Peer Support Program with a rewards day on the penultimate Friday. Year 7s were once
more led by their brilliant Peer Leaders in a series of games and activities before finishing with a barbeque. I would
like to thank all of year 10 and 11 Peer Leaders who have assisted in settling the year 7s into high school life. The first
term would never have been the success it was without their hard work and play during recess battles in tug‐of‐wars,
netball (seven on thirteen…or more year 7s), handball, king‐of‐the pack, and the various formal Peer Support
sessions.
Report from a Peer Leader – Eden Copeland.
In term 1 of school this year, some year 10 and 11 students were given the opportunity to become a Peer Leader.
Their role was to help the new year 7 students with their transition from primary school to high school. On the
first day back of term, Peer Leaders were in the year 7 and 8 forms, ready to help. This could mean helping them
find their way to classes, questions answered about the school, or just having someone to talk to. In weeks 3 and
4, the Peer Leaders ran a fun class in periods 7 and 8 on a Wednesday. The class included playing fun games in
which all the activities had a moral or lesson to be learned at the end. Both the Peer Leaders and year 7 students
enjoyed this experience, making new friends and learning team work and resiliency skills in a relaxing
environment. As a peer leader myself, I enjoyed this experience, and all students who were involved in the
program gained something beneficial to help them in school and life while having fun.

Athletics Carnival
Congratulations to everybody who took part in the athletics carnival on the last day of term one. It was a great day,
full of colour and smiles. Special congratulations have to go to our champion girl, Brianna Timms and our champion
boy, Koden Cooper.

Kind Regards,
Beau Scanlon
Year 7 Coordinator
Beau.Scanlon@education.wa.edu.au

Jacob Edgar, Gus Esposito, Levi Meyer and Corey Harvey
enjoying the Athletics Carnival

Welcome back to our students, and to our parents and guardians. I hope that everyone enjoyed the holiday break and made the
most of the gorgeous Esperance sunshine. April is certainly a magical time to be on the south coast of WA.
Last term went out with a big hurrah with the ESHS Athletics Carnival. The students made for a loud and proud display of colour
and energy, and it was fantastic so see so many of them participating in competitive and fun events. It was also wonderful to see
so many parents visiting the carnival this year.
Athletics Carnival Winners
Congratulations to all of the year 8 students who participated in events and supported their factions with colourful costumes,
entertaining chants and unending high spirits. The day was exceptionally fun, and it is the participation of students that makes it
such a highlight in our school year.
A massive congratulations also to our Year 8 Champions: Ryan Quinlivan and Jordan Major; and to our Runners Ups, Ruben
Wakeham and Tina Barz. Your prowess on the field is impressive!
The Eyre Faction was clearly holding strong to their lead from the Swimming Carnival, and they refused to lighten their grip. The
faction won with an impressive 1693 points, followed by Flinders on 1528 points, Dempster on 1360 and Rossiter with 1016
points.
New Undercover Area
The parents and carers who attended the parent/teacher interview evenings last term would have seen the blocked‐off building
site between the Junior Campus wings. The new under cover structure that was being built has now been completed, and, as
well as looking impressive, it will provide more shelter for our Junior Campus students during winter and summer.
CLASS VISITS
Science Chills: Ghostly Kettles and Magic Baloons
I visited Mr Jefferies’ Science class this week and had the opportunity to watch some
amazing experiments in action. In class, Mr Jefferies asked the students to make
predictions about what would happen if liquid nitrogen was put into a coke bottle and
the lid was secured. He told them that liquid nitrogen boils at ‐195ºC, and reminded
them to consider what happens to particles as they heat up, and what happens when
liquid boils, before making their predictions.
The year 8 students have been studying matter, and delving into kinetic theory and the
phases of matter. Simply put, kinetic theory looks at what happens to particles as they
warm up. When particles warm up, they move faster and faster, and eventually they break
the bonds that hold them together. This is why when solids are heated they turn to liquid,
and when liquid is heated, it turns to gas. In the liquid to gas phase, the particles spread
wide apart and the bonds are broken.

Mr Scott Fisher assisted by Mrs Lisa Bell.

Mr Paul Jefferies

Once students had made their predictions they went to the top oval, with
safety glasses securely on their heads, and joined the other year 8 classes
behind a safety line where Mr Fisher led some experiments with liquid
nitrogen. The first included students blowing up balloons and then, just
like ‘Mary Poppins’ bag, Mr Fisher put the inflated balloons into a picnic‐
sized esky. It was strange watching them being added one‐by‐one, and
knowing at the same time that, plausibly, there was not enough room in
the esky for that to happen. Of course, liquid nitrogen that had been put in
the esky made the air in the balloons contract down, which turned the
balloons into tiny cushions. When Mr Fisher took the balloons back out of
the esky and rubbed them in his hands, the air in the balloons warmed up
again, and the balloons inflated as if by magic. The growing excitement
amongst the students as they saw the physical effects of what they had
been studying was almost tangible.

After this experiment, liquid nitrogen was put in a stove‐top kettle, and as the
liquid warmed and turned to gas that sought to escape its confines as it
continued to expand, the whistle on the kettle blew. Grapes were then frozen
by the liquid and smashed with a hammer, washing detergent seemingly
bubbled on its own, and flowers were frozen and became so brittle that the
petals disintegrated with the gentlest of touches.

The kettle experiment.

It was after this spectacular performance that showcased kinetic theory and the
phases of matter that the coke bottle was introduced and students could test their
predictions. With a reminder to ensure safety glasses were being worn, liquid
nitrogen was put into a coke bottle and the lid secured at a safe distance from
students and buildings. While this was happening, students were shouting out
their predictions, and their anticipation grew to a knife point as they waited for
the results. Suddenly, a loud bang rang out around the school and gasps flew from
the mouths of the students.
The washing detergent experiment.

My attempts to catch the action on camera were foiled by my inability to predict the exact moment that the container holding
the expanding substance would become too confining for it (a prediction that I’m sure was made by our science staff who have
the right knowledge). It was absolutely spectacular!
The session concluded with students being rewarded with frozen marshmallows. Their excited exclamations over the coldness of
the marshmallows were a perfect finish to this extremely exciting learning journey. Go Science team!

The frozen flower experiment.

The ‘Mary Poppins’ bag experiment using an
esky and balloons.

A successful afternoon of experiments was
had by all.

Year 8 Parent Visit: Journey through a World of Fairy Tales

Mrs Jo Niesler and daughter Amy

Mrs Shirlene Harvey and daughter Charissa

Parents enjoying the story telling

Mrs Paula Major and daughter Jordan

The year 8 students in my English class
held a story‐reading session for their
parents in the library at the end of last
term. The students read the fairy tales that
they had crafted in class to their peers and
visiting parents. The morning was
absolutely delightful, and the students
read with pride and fluency. I wish to thank
the parents who joined us for this session
and made the morning such a success. It is
empowering for students to be able to
share their work with a broader
community and receive positive feedback
on it, and it was a great opportunity for
them to share their skills with real
audiences as opposed to just sharing with
their teacher.
I asked my students to provide feedback
on the session so we could refine and
improve the process for next time, and to
celebrate what worked well. While the
‘even better if’ feedback will prove helpful
in improving similar sessions in the future, I
was moved by their positive feedback. It
was great to see many students
communicating the pride they felt in their
reading, and the joy they felt in having the
opportunity to read their story and share
their learning. Some other positives
included the fact that the parents enjoyed
the session; students were able to meet
the parents of their peers; that students
had the opportunity to hear their peers’
stories, and that it was entertaining.
The feedback I received from parents also
indicated that they appreciated having the
opportunity to engage with their children
and their children’s education in the school
environment.

Jodie Falconbridge
Year 8 Coordinator
Jodie.Falconbridge@education.wa.edu.au

Mrs Megan McDowall and Mrs Kath Guest

Mrs Jenelle Brown

Mrs Paula Major and Mrs Renee Reid

Ada Smith listens while Jacinta Hartley
shares her story.

Welcome back to term 2. I hope you all had a great break and are ready to get stuck in to
term 2.
Athletics carnival
Congratulations to all students who participated in the athletics carnival at the end of last term. It was
great to see so many year 9 students having fun, giving things a go and working together. A huge
congratulations to the following students:
Year 9 Girls Champion: Layla Johnson
Year 9 Girls runner up: Rachelle Jones
Year 9 Boys Champion: Jevan Tholsthrup
Year 9 Boys runner up: Bryce McDonald

Isha Cook, Danni McMahon, Casey Shearer
and Olivia Kipling in their Faction colours.

Dylan Inkstar and Aiden Armstrong selling
sausages at the Athletics Carnival.

Interschool swimming
Congratulations to all year 9 students who attended
the Interschool Swimming competition in Albany:
Max Campbell, Hardy Fisher, Bryce McDonald,
James Gray, Indhi MacDonald, Hayely Karger and
Norma Cooper.

Norma Cooper, Bryce McDonald, Max Campbell and James Gray

Country week
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected to represent Esperance Senior High
School at Country Week 2017. It is a massive achievement to be selected in a Country Week team in year 9.
Cooper Tamlin‐ Basketball
Max Campbell‐ Soccer
Thomas Knight‐ Soccer
Lily Henning‐ Soccer
Lewis Fitzpatrick‐ Volleyball
Casey Shearer‐ Basketball
Rachelle Jones‐ Basketall
Cooler months
As we move into winter, students need to ensure they have correct school jumpers and jackets to ensure
students are not getting uniform infractions.
If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please don’t hesitate to get in touch on 9071 9555
or Lydia.ryan@education.wa.edu.au.

Lydia Ryan
Year 9 Coordinator

Alcohol and Young People:

Tips for parents of 12-17 year olds
Evidence tells us that what you do as a parent
affects your child’s choices about alcohol.
What can parents do?
Avoid providing alcohol to your children
Drinking from an early age can lead to:
•

Young people drinking more regularly and in greater quantities.

•

Increased likelihood of alcohol-related problems later in life.

Children who are supplied alcohol by their parents for use without parental supervision
are four times more likely to drink in a harmful way.

Educate your child
Inform them of the harms associated with drinking alcohol. These include:
•

•

Harm to the developing brain that can
lead to memory problems and learning
difficulties.
Blackouts.

•

Physical injury.

•

Violence.

•

Risky sexual behaviour.

Clarify your expectations
Talk to your child about your expectations of them regarding alcohol use.
•

If your expectation is no alcohol, explain why.

•

Discuss how you expect them to behave in environments where alcohol is present.

•

If they attend a social event be sure your child understands that they
need to keep in touch with you about where they are, and
remind them of your expectations about alcohol.

•

Reach an agreement based upon your expectations
about alcohol and what will happen if the
agreement isn’t kept.

Talk with other parents
Talk to other parents and let them know that you
do not want them to provide alcohol to your child
under any circumstances.

For more information go to: alcoholthinkagain.com.au
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To help our
children reach
their full potential,

no one should

supply alcohol
to

under 18s.

