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SCHOOL CALENDAR Term 1 Week 5 2021 

Principal's AddressMonday 1st March
Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 9th March
P&C Annual General Meeting

Year 7 Immunisation

Saturday 13th March
Year 11 and 12 School Ball

Sunday 14th March to Friday 
19th March

Follow The Dream and STARS 
Camp

Tuesday 23rd March to 
Wednesday 24th March

Fotoworks School photos

Friday 26th March OLNA 
Numeracy / Reading finishes

Thursday 1st April 
Year 7 to 12 progress reports emailed

Athletics Carnival

Friday 2nd April
Good Friday Public Holiday

Monday 5th April to Friday 16th April 
Term 1 School holidays

Monday 19th April
School Development Day

Students do not attend

Tuesday 20th April
Term 2 commences

Thursday 22nd April 
Parent night 5:30pm to 8:00pm

Monday 26th April
ANZAC Public Holiday

Tuesday 27th April Parent Night 
5:30pm to 8:00pm

Welcome to our first newsletter for 2021. I will be working hard this year to ensure that 
students are given the opportunity to be the best they possibly can. Education is one 
of the most valuable life opportunities that can be given to a person and with regular 
attendance, some hard work and application, the young people will set themselves up 
with a skill set that will allow them to enjoy a happy, fulfilling and successful life. The 
young person will also be equipped to participate fully and make a valuable contribution 
to the community in which they will live.

The beginning of the new school year has got off to a good start and I would like to 
acknowledge the work of all staff in making a valuable contribution to assisting with a 
successful start to the school year. I would also like to welcome new staff, along with 
extending a warm welcome back to continuing staff members. Fortunately, the school is 
well served by continuing staff, both teaching and support, who have been working hard 
to assist those who are new to the school. 

Apart from the formal reporting process that takes place at the end of Semester 1 and  2, 
you can expect to be kept informed by staff about your child’s progress and I would like 
to encourage all parents to make contact with the teachers. I am keen to ensure that the 
school establishes a strong relationship with the school community, based on an open 
dialogue with students, parents and teachers and through this, warrant that students at 
this school receive an education that is meaningful and relevant. Parents are welcome 
and encouraged to visit the school and discuss any aspect of their child’s education.  
Involvement with the school’s School Board and the Parent and Citizen Group is an 
excellent way to make a contribution to the school and active participation assists in 
strengthening the relationship between school and community. I, personally, am looking 
forward to meeting parents and welcome any parent to the school who wishes to discuss 
their child’s educational program with me.  

I have been pleased with the way in which the school has settled down and have observed 
the pride and respect that the student’s have for their school. I will make every effort to 
ensure this continues, with the provision of quality teaching and learning programmes 
and the continued maintenance and upgrading of school facilities and grounds. I would 
like to encourage all parents to ensure that student dress standards are maintained and 
that students come to school dressed in full school uniform and that student’s feet are 
protected by wearing closed-in shoes. The school considers the provision of a safe and 
happy school environment of paramount importance.

Ian Masarei - Principal



The Arts

NEW MUSIC STAFF FOR 2021
With Miss Fiona Lemon taking a teaching position in the South West as of the start of 2021, we are pleased to welcome Mr 
Scott White (English teacher at ESHS since 2019), and Mr Brett Watchorn (Engagement Teacher at ESHS for 2020), to the 
Music Department this year.

Mr White has taken over all of the Brass Instrumental Lessons, the Jazz Band and our Year 7 Specialist Music Class. He has 
been a member of the Jazz Band as Trumpet #2 since he started at ESHS and is the Bass Player in the Esperance local band 
Car Park Social, so he is well prepared for the challenge of Music at ESHS.

Mr Watchorn is teaching the majority of the Instrumental Lessons as well as the leadership of the Guitar Ensemble.  Another 
accomplished musician and performer, Mr Watchorn is a member of Nick Costa and The Stray Crows (though the members 
have been scattered around the South West corner of WA since 2020, they are still meeting up for special performances), and 
is an accomplished songwriter and producer working with industry professionals around the globe.

Mrs Sarah Watchorn has returned as the Head of Learning - The Arts and LOTE and is heading up most of the Class Music 
Lessons as well as Concert Band – an amalgamation of Junior and Senior Bands with an emphasis on developing musicianship 
in the younger players and leadership in more experienced musicians.

We welcome both Mr White and Mr Watchorn to our ESHS Music Family and look forward to learning much about the Music 
Industry from both of them.

Sarah Watchorn - Head of Learning - The Arts

English
What a fabulous start to the year. We have welcomed two new staff members to the English Department; Molly McLaughlin and 
Emma Little, two fabulous women who have brought more light and laughter into our office. Of course there’s the serious side 
of getting into the core business of teaching. So far, the news is all positive; discussions with students and staff have focused 
on the benefits and joy to be found in reading and writing, and expectations of the courses. 

The lower school classes are currently working on a variety of tasks; from understanding the morals in Fairy Tales, to image 
analysis and persuasive texts. The Year 10s are busy honing their reading comprehension and persuasive writing in preparation 
for OLNA (Weeks 5-7), while the upper school students are either deep into dystopian texts or refreshing their knowledge about 
the language features found in a variety of texts. There is some trepidation with oral presentations, but we are working on that. 
Bring on 2021.

Vicky Williams - Head of Learning - English

Mathematics

All of our Year 7s had their first Maths test last week. The students 
have been working very hard on their Number skills and this test 
allowed them to demonstrate just how much they have learned. 
Here we have Miss Higgins' class giving the thumbs up to learning 
Maths!

Well done Year 7s.

Michael Zani - Head of Learning - Mathematics



Science

Humanities and Social Science

HaSS HAPPENINGS 
We were very excited to see the positive results from all of our 2020 Year 12 Humanities students on return to school this 
year. The students and their teachers are to be commended on their hard work leading into their ATAR exams last year and 
the excellent results that were achieved. Particular mention needs to go to Olivia Kipling who was in the top 0.5% of the state 
for her Geography result and was awarded a Certificate of Excellence from the School Curriculum and Standards Authority 
(SCSA) for her efforts. The Geography teachers were also recognised by their professional body (Geography Association of 
WA) for their efforts. Congratulations, everyone. 

Half our Year 8 cohort were able to participate in a visit to West Beach during 
Week 3 to enhance their understanding of coastal processes. Being able to see 
the theory in action helps to assist student knowledge of the content. A special 
thank you to parents Bronte Tyrrell-Starcevich, Nikki McKenzie and Belinda 
Lay who attended the excursion with us. Their help was invaluable when the 
temperature hit 40 degrees. 

COMING UP… 
Pop Up Parliament – during Week 8 we have been invited to participate in the 
Parliamentary Education Office of WA’s Outreach Program through an incursion 
that will teach us all about the WA parliament. Students in Year 7 and 8 will participate in their class groups. 
HaSS Week – we will be celebrating all things HaSS during Week 9. Students in Year 7 and 8 will have the opportunity 
to demonstrate their creative and critical thinking skills with a range of activities. Keep your eye out on Connect for more 
information in coming weeks. 

Leanne Cassam - Head of Learning - Humanities and Social Sciences

Two classes of STEM students across Year 9 and 10 are working towards a project of epic proportions. Twenty-
four students will get project based learning experience that will see them design an outdoor space for a school 
area that has potential to service some of the school's major priorities, such as improving practicality in physical 
environments and refl ecting local indigenous values in the school, whilst integrating STEM learning opportunities.

Students were invited to join the elective class based on their attitudes, eff orts and academic progress in science 
last year and have so far been enjoying creative freedom in establishing ideas for the area and mapping the space 
available, facilitated by Ms Leyendekkers and Mr Fisher. The students will consult with key stakeholders in due 
course, including students, staff , P&C and local groups, so the space will welcome the entire school community.

We look forward to sharing the progress and outcomes of this project with you.



  

Physical Education

COUNTRY WEEK
We are excited to announce that Country Week will be going ahead this year after being cancelled last year due to COVID-19 
restrictions. Country Week will be held during the last week of Term 2, from  Monday 28th June to Friday 2nd July. Students in 
Year 8 to 12 can nominate to trial for a team by going onto the school intranet. Nominations close on Wednesday, 10th March 
2021. 

Please note that students selected for Country Week must have demonstrated good behaviour and an excellent attitude in 
health and physical education classes, as well as displaying sportsmanship and talent in their areas of interest. If your child 
has been suspended or has received three dress code violations within ten school weeks prior to Country Week, they may 
be excluded from attending any extra-curricular activities. This includes Country Week, the School Ball, camps, excursions, 
school productions etc. Such events require students to have demonstrated a satisfactory level of behaviour and responsibility 
to earn the privilege of representing the school in extra-curricular events.

Good luck to all  students trying out for a place in one of the teams and thank you to everyone for the huge commitment it takes 
to make sure something of this magnitude runs smoothly.

Gareth Postans - Head of Department - Health and Physical Education 

Year 7 students have settled well into Home Economics. In the course Toy Craft, students have been busy creating sock 
monsters. The class are learning hand sewing techniques and have gained an understanding of the manafacturing processes 
involved from the cotton fi eld to the factory. 

Nat Myers - Home Economics Teacher
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Home Economics

James Guest

L to R: Hayley Rangitakatu-Hilman and Indyanna Abbey

Archie Stockdale

Peter Lee



Library

Secondary Assistance Scheme
Do you hold one of the following cards:
•           Centrelink Family Health Care Card
•           Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card
•           Veterans’ Aff airs Pensioner Concession Card

If you do, you may be eligible to claim the Educational Program Allowance ($235) and the Clothing Allowance 
($115). If you would like the Clothing Allowance portion paid to yourself, please bring your banking details with you 
(BSB and Account number) to the front offi  ce.

ABSTUDY SUPPLEMENT ALLOWANCE
The Abstudy Supplement Allowance is available to valid Centrelink or Veteran Aff airs card holders and supplements 
the Centrelink Abstudy Fees Allowance payment. This allowance is valued at $79 and is paid directly to the school. 
Students who apply for ABSTUDY will not be eligible for SECONDARY ASSISTANCE.

HOW TO APPLY FOR THE ABOVE ALLOWANCES
In order to complete the application for the Secondary Assistance Scheme or Abstudy Supplement Allowance, 
please visit the front offi  ce of the school during term 1 2021 with your Centrelink or other relevant concession card. 
Your card needs to be current during fi rst term (1st February to 1st April) and must be sighted by a School Offi  cer 
when you complete your application.

Applications close on Thursday 1st April 2021 (the last day of term) and no further applications are accepted by 
the Government after this date.

We love the start of the new school year, especially as we welcome the Year 7s to the school’s library. The Year 7s 
have been keen visitors to the library at lunchtime as they are allowed to play Minecraft Education on the library 
computers. We’ve had conversations about how we play nicely in the digital world and the expectations for fair 
game play. The library is open before school, lunchtime and after school for students to visit. They are welcome to 
come and borrow books, read, play computer games, play board and card games or simply relax with their friends.

All Year 7s visit the library once a week with their English class. The library staff  focus on promoting reading for 
pleasure. We help students understand why reading is SO important. Students have time to select and borrow 
some books as well as some reading time. This year we are helping trial the Student Planners that have been 
gifted to all Year 7s. Included in the planner is the Home Reading Record. Parents/carers sign the Home Reading 
Record each time some reading at home happens. We encourage students to read for at least 30 minutes four 
times per week. Your support in encouraging your child to read is greatly appreciated.

We’ve also started the After School Study Club on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The library stays open until 5pm on 
these days for any students (from any year group) that wish to stay and study. Afternoon tea is provided on Study 
Days, courtesy of our very good friends at IGO Ltd. 



Year 7 and 8 Coordinator

YEAR 7 PEER SUPPORT AND MINI MERITS
The peer support activities have been successful with students being 
involved with get-to-know-you games and a variety of team building and 
resiliency activities. Peer support leaders also gave out mini merits to 
those students who displayed a positive attitude and contributed well to the 
activities. When a student receives a mini merit they go into the draw to win 
a $10 voucher to either Sports Power, Dome, Innertube Surf Shop, Movies 
or Subway.  This draw takes place during our Year 7 meetings. Likewise, 
when they have received 10 mini merits they are also awarded a voucher. 
The fi nal Peer Support activity will be held in Week 6 where students will 
compete in their faction to earn points for their team. 

YEAR 7 AND 8 FACTION POINTS REWARD EVENT
Following the Swimming Carnival and last Peer Support event, the students with the most faction points will be invited to attend 
a reward event in the Junior Campus at lunch time. Faction points are also awarded by their teachers for putting in their best 
eff ort, demonstrating a positive attitude and displaying school spirit. Every fi ve weeks we tally up the faction points and off er 
reward events to either the top faction overall or the top individual faction point earners. Keep up the good work!

If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please don’t hesitate to get in touch on: 9071 9555 or 
Brett.B.Landers@education.wa.edu.au 

Brett Landers - Year 7 and 8 Coordinator

Welcome to the 2020 school year for the parents/carers of our returning and new Year 9 students. My name is Joe Bezuidenhout 
and will be the Year Coordinator for the Year 9 cohort. I have been at Esperance Senior High School for twelve years working 
mainly in our Vocational Educational Training program, Building and Construction and Design and Technology. 

Year 9 is vital in a student’s school life. It provides the foundations for their future schooling options. Now is the time to make a 
conscious eff ort to try hard and prepare for the challenges and successes that will be faced throughout the year ahead. In my 
role as Year Coordinator, I will be attending to your child’s academic and social wellbeing, so if you have any issues, concerns 
or questions please feel free to email me at Joseph.bezuidenhout@education.wa.edu.au. 

STUDENT OPTIONS
In Year 9, students no longer participate in tasters; rather students have chosen the option subjects that interest them the most. 
All changes for Semester 1 have already happened but if students want to make changes for Semester 2 (if there is availability) 
they need to see Mr Clifton in the Junior Campus. 

NAPLAN
Esperance Senior High School will be completing NAPLAN online again this year starting from Tuesday 11th of May to Friday 
the 21st May. Students should practise their typing skills at home to help build their speed and accuracy. 

FACTION POINTS
After the success of the faction points and faction rewards last year, we are going to continue this 
again for 2021. Students will be rewarded faction points by their teachers for putting in their best eff ort, 
demonstrating a positive attitude and displaying school spirit. The faction points will be tallied up each 
term and the leading faction will be rewarded. Faction Fridays will also continue this year with various 
activities encouraging students to have a go and earn points for their faction. 

I wish you and your child all the best for the year ahead. 

Joesph Bezuidenhout - Year 9 Coordinator

Welcome to the 2020 school year for the

Year 9 Coordinator
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Max Parry during physical 
education



Year 10 Coordinator

Welcome back to all the Year 10 students and families, and welcome to all the new students who have joined us this year from 
other schools. As we approach the middle of term one, it’s great to see that most students have settled back into the routine 
of school life. 

PEER LEADERSHIP
Thank you to the Year 10 students who have been spending their form time and Thursday period 8 volunteering as a Peer 
Leader. Your efforts and dedication has provided great support to the new Year 7 students. 

YEAR 11 OPTIONS
At the start of Week 4, I gave the Year 10 students a "Year 10 Passport" to complete with some goals for this Semester. These 
could range from improving grades, passing OLNA or trying out for Country Week. I also wanted the students to start thinking 
about what they may like to do next year. Students who want to pursue a VET pathway should be doing options that lead to 
the VET course they are interested in (e.g. mechanical workshop for automotive) as this shows the student is serious about 
the subject. Students thinking about an ATAR pathway will have the opportunity to attend a Careers Camp in Perth in Term 
3 which will be dependent on Semester 1 results, as there will be only be a limited number of spots available depending on 
accommodation and bus seating arrangements.

OLNA (ONLINE LITERACY AND NUMERACY ASSESSMENT)
By now all the Year 10 students should have sat their OLNA writing and will do their OLNA Numeracy on Monday, 8th March 
and their OLNA Reading on Thursday, 11th March. It is now a requirement of secondary graduation (WACE) that students pass 
each component by the end of Year 12. Student have two opportunities to pass OLNA this year, two opportunities in Year 11 
and two opportunities in Year 12. 

I would like to wish you and your child all the best for the 2021 year. If you have any concerns or issues regarding your child’s 
schooling, please contact me on 9071 9501 or by emailing Samantha.higgins2@education.wa.edu.au.

Sam Higgins - Year 10 Coordinator

Welcome to the 2021 school year. My name is Christopher Dornan and I have taken on the role of Year 11 Coordinator for this 
Term. This is my sixth year at the School and I teach Humanities, with a keen interest in History. 

This year is an important year for our Year 11 students. For ATAR students, it provides them the opportunity to develop study 
habits and a constructive approach to learning that will enable them to achieve their best in their chosen subjects. For VET 
students, the year will provide an opportunity to experience the realities of working in an area in which they have an interest  
and begin the process of developing skills and forming relationships within the community to secure post-school employment. 
All Year 11s should remember that 2021 is an opportunity to develop as both an individual and as a school student. I encourage 
them to put their best effort into all their subjects and approach each challenge, both personal and academic, with a positive 
attitude. 

There will be times when the demands of Year 11 will seem daunting and I encourage the students to seek assistance from 
family, friends, teachers and other support providers if they feel overwhelmed or just need to have a chat. 

Peer Leaders Chelsea and Brooke, addressing  Year 7 students
Peer Leader Katie, overseeing an activity

Year 11 Coordinator



ATAR STUDENTS
The cognitive demands and content knowledge required in Year 11 are high and I applaud those students who have decided to 
pursue this pathway. I have already been impressed with many of the results from the first assessments. These assessments 
are an opportunity to highlight strengths and weaknesses and identify ways 
they can improve. I encourage all students to seek regular feedback from their 
teachers and discuss assessment results with them. On Wednesdays and 
Thursdays students have private study to complete homework, read ahead and 
prepare for assessments. Please use the generous private study time wisely 
to reduce stress closer to the exams. There is also study time available on 
Thursday afternoons in the Library from 3:00pm to 4:30pm. In addition to good 
study habits, it is also very important to pursue other fun activities such as 
sport, work and seeing family, friends and of course, relaxing. Any student who 
needs help devising a study plan or with any questions should see me as soon 
as possible.

VET STUDENTS
Many VET students will already be engaging with their workplace learning and developing their skills in the classroom. I have 

already heard many positive stories from students having the opportunity to pursue pathways 
they are interested in and gaining practical experience. I am especially thankful to the Esperance 
business community for providing such opportunities for our students. Also, if any Hair and Beauty 
students wish to practise their skills please see the HASS department for volunteers. 

COURSE CHANGES
If students wish to change courses please speak to your teachers as soon as possible to discuss 
your options.

UPPER SCHOOL ASSESSMENT POLICY
Students have been provided with the Upper School Assessment Policy which needs to be read, understood and signed by all 
students before being returned to me. Thank you to those students who have returned theirs promptly. Please see me if you 
require a new sheet. The Assessment policy is also available on the School website under 
“policies” and there is a permission slip available on Connect.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Finally, having a child in Year 11 can also place pressure and stress on parents, so well done 
on your achievements so far in getting them to this point and look after yourself as well. 
Please call or email me if you have any additional information, questions or concerns about 
how your child is going or if you wish to discuss any issue. My email address is Christopher.
dornan@education.wa.edu.au.

Christopher Dornan - Year 11 Coordinator

Most students appear to have settled in to what will probably be their last year of secondary schooling. Just how well the 
students are going will be evident when the Progress reports are distributed in two weeks time. There will be Parent/Teacher 
nights where these reports can be discussed at the start of next Term. 

I encourage the Vocational Education and Training (VET) students to get “ahead of the game” and to stay on top of their work. 
These students are eligible to finish their time at High School at the end of Term 3 if their work is all done. Already five of the 
30 weeks have passed.

Last week I spoke to the Year 12 Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) students about being happy, and in particular, 
about being able to look back at the end of the year and be happy with their results. It is not the end of the world, nor is it the 
“be all and end all”, but it is, in all likelihood, the only time the students will do Year 12. Hopefully those students who have 
been slow to start are getting into that headspace – and work space - where they are prepared to do all that they can to get 
the best result possible.

At the same meeting the students received information about their predicted ATARs, based on their Semester 2 results from 
last year. This information has hopefully inspired them to do the best that they can. As I explained to the students, the one 
factor that they have control over is their own performance - and, as a consequence, their rankings for their subjects.
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Most students appear to have settled in

Year 12 Coordinator



The Ball committee has completed its planning and all is ready for next weekend’s event. Students (and parents/carers) are 
reminded that there are a number of conditions that are associated with being eligible to go to the Ball, including satisfactory 
attendance and academic progress. Please contact me if you think there might be an issue.

The process for ordering the second round of Leaver’s Jackets has been put in place, and the students who expressed an 
interest in getting a jacket have been contacted. Please note that the closing date for ordering is noon on Monday, 15th 
March.

Geoff Poole - Year 12 Coordinator


