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YEAR 9 
'TRY-A-TRADE'

Wed 30th November to 
Friday 2nd December

YEAR 11 
AWARD ASSEMBLY

Thursday 17th November

STARS AWARD NIGHT
Tuesday 22nd November

LAST DAY YEAR 11
VET - 18th November

ATAR - 25th November

YEAR 6 
PARENT NIGHT

Thursday 24th November

YEAR 6 
TRANSITION DAYS

Other - Friday 25th Nov
EPS - Monday 28th Nov
NPS - Tuesday 29th Nov
CPS - Thursday 1st Dec

CHRISTMAS 
SING-A-LONG

Tuesday 29th November

FOLLOW THE DREAM
AWARD NIGHT

Thursday 1st December

YEAR 10 IGO CAMP
7th to 10th December

LOWER SCHOOL 
AWARD ASSEMBLY
Tuesday 13th December

LOWER SCHOOL 
REPORTS

Tuesday 13th December

LAST DAY FOR 
STUDENTS

Thursday 15th December

YEAR 12
CALENDAR

WACE EXAMS
Monday 31st October to

Friday 18th November

GRADUATION
Wednesday 23rd November

UPCOMING
EVENTS

I had cause to reflect recently on the solid performance of 
Esperance Senior High School staff and how well they have 
managed despite significant workload increases because of 
teacher shortages, school improvement initiatives and difficult 
physical conditions that currently exist at the school.

I believe that the common denominator that enables our teachers 
to consistently deliver good outcomes for students and operate 
at a high-level day in and day out, is their Resilience. Resilience in 
people is often an intangible quality that is difficult to quantify, a 

quality that I believe is essential for students to acquire to cushion them from some of the 
challenges that, inevitably, they will encounter as they navigate their way through their 
future.

Many people react to life’s challenging experiences with strong emotions and a sense of 
uncertainty. Yet people generally adapt well over time to changing situations and stressful 
conditions. Resilience is the process of learning to ‘bounce back’ from adversity, trauma, 
tragedy, and other significant forms of stress.

Resilience is not a trait that people are born with. It involves behaviours, thoughts and 
actions that can be learned and developed.

I thought I would share some thoughts that may help in supporting our young people in 
developing resilience and strengthen their mental health and wellbeing.

A combination of factors contributes to resilience:
•   The capacity to make realistic plans and take steps to carry them out.
•   A positive view of oneself and confidence in an individual’s strengths and abilities.
•   Skills in communication and problem solving.
•   The capacity to manage strong feelings and impulses.

Building Resilience
Making connections - good relationships with family members, friends or others are 
important. Accepting help and support from those who care strengthens resilience.

Avoiding reacting to crises as an insurmountable problem - stressful events are a part of 
life. How we interpret and respond to these events is important. Looking beyond the present 
to how future circumstances may be better can assist in adopting a proactive response.

Accepting change as part of life - interpreting change as an opportunity contributes to a 
positive mindset and can have some positive rewards for individuals who manage change 
with an optimistic outlook.

Goal setting - establishing achievable long-term and short-term goals can focus positive 
energies and create a sense of achievement once goals are met. Establishing habits that 
accomplish small achievements will help attain more significant goals. Thinking about the 
one thing that can be accomplished each day helps move in the planned directions.

Taking decisive action - confronting and dealing with stressful situations proactively is far 
healthier than detaching from problems and hoping that they disappear.

Nurturing a positive self-view - developing confidence in our ability to solve problems and 
trust in our own instincts assists in building resilience.

PRINCIPAL'S ADDRESS



Keeping things in perspective - developing a long-term perspective 
and seeing things through a broader perspective lens can assist in 
not catastrophising the situation.

Maintaining an optimistic outlook - enabling an optimistic outlook 
means that good things can be expected in life. 

Taking care of oneself - engaging in activities that are enjoyable 
and relaxing can be very beneficial. Exercising regularly helps minds 
and bodies become primed to deal with situations that command 
resilience.

There are some great links on the school website on establishing a Growth Mindset and nurturing an optimistic outlook 
on life which you may be interested in following up with. Thanks to Leanne Cassam (HASS, Head of Department) for her 
work with staff and students in Mental Health and Well Being.

Mr Ian Masarei - Principal

PRINCIPAL'S ADDRESS

MESH NEWS

'New' Year 12 students (L-R): Lawson Baker,
Joshua Burge and Torin Pechar.

MATHEMATICS
The Year 11 ATAR students have just finished their exams and 
are now getting stuck into their Year 12 content. As you can 
see these fellas are excited by being the 'big kids' at school!

Mr Michael Zani - Head of Department, Mathematics

SCIENCE
Over the last few weeks I have been lucky enough to be completing a five week placement as a Pre-service Science 
Teacher here at ESHS! I have been working closely with Ms Bell, teaching the Year 9 and 10 Science classes. The Year 9 
students have been looking at Ecology, which has given us the opportunity to investigate some of the ecosystems that 
exist here in Esperance. Last week, students had the chance 
to put their ecologist hats on and tested water samples from 
West Beach, Lake Monjingup and Woody Lake for various 
abiotic factors, just as real ecologists would do. The Year 10 
students are looking at Forces and Motion, we have been 
investigating the physics behind four-wheel driving. In recent 
lessons, students have had an opportunity to explore the 
concepts of force and acceleration with model cars, ramps and 
ticker-timers. By using Newton's laws, slotted masses, and 
a pulley system attached to the model cars, we were able 
to explain the relationship between force and acceleration. 
When the force exerted on an object increases, so does its 
acceleration!

Miss Emma Landrum - Science Pre-Service Teacher Year 10 students Dyan Walker and Zachary Salter having 
fun with model cars and ramps!



MESH NEWS

ENGLISH
As we approach the end of the year, you’d think things would be winding down. That certainly isn’t the case in the English 
Department. Every day, the English teachers are creating opportunities for students to achieve personal excellence, 
especially in the critical and creative domains. This terms many of the lower-school classes are engaged in project-
based assignments that see them employ many 21st century learning skills to demonstrate their knowledge and mastery 
of the English curriculum. Below are some vignettes of the personalised, learner-centred tasks that our students have 
been enthusiastically engaged in. We cannot wait to share with you some of the finished products in the final newsletter 
of the year.  

Year 8 Cinematic Masterpieces
The Year 8 students have spent the first half of Term 4 creating stop motion videos. First, the students studied some 
well-known examples of stop motion animation like Wallace and Gromit, Paranorman and Fantastic Mr Fox. Next, they 
designed their characters and made a storyboard of their scene, before creating and filming their cinematic masterpieces. 
The mess made with the set-construction rivals that of the prop designing from the recent Year 7 showbag task.

This task not only teaches students the fundamentals of imaginative writing, but also has students consider visual and 
auditory codes and conventions. Further, students had to collaborate, problem solve and persevere as they navigated 
deadlines and setbacks: all critical skills necessary in life!

Year 9 Students Hit the Airwaves
Tune in listeners… Year 9 students will soon have some great new podcasts for you to listen to. English students are 
currently busy exploring and creating podcasts. These recorded audio programs allow students to develop their speaking 
and listening skills and put their writing skills to use in innovative ways.

Students in all Year 9 English classes have investigated a range of different podcasts - from football to fishing, 
Conversations to crime - and are now familiar with what makes a highly engaging podcast.

Armed with this knowledge, a recording device and their creativity, 
students have teamed up to plan and produce their own podcasts. 
Using an app such as Anchor makes it possible for students to create a 
professional-sounding podcast without the need for a recording studio.

Some classes have focussed on true crime podcasts and are now 
inventing their own “crimes” to investigate. The English Department 
has had a lot of fun creating an example ‘true’ crime podcast to show 
students… stay tuned for “Missing in Action!” which explores the mystery 
behind the disappearing English teachers.

Year 10 Slime Fest
Year 10 Pathway 2 students have immersed themselves in exploring 
and creating procedural text this term. Students examined procedural 
text structure and language features by following 
instructions to make slime and juggling balls. The 
end products were rather messy, but many reported 
it was the best thing they’ve done in English all year! 

The students were then tasked with selecting a skill 
that they could teach and then create their own 
How-to videos. The range of skills and talents in 
this cohort is astounding. From drop-punting to 
welding, there are even gifted skateboarders in 
our midst. Each teacher has reported that this task 
has allowed us to get to know and celebrate our 
students’ individuality just that little bit more than 
an essay could. We look forward to showcasing 
these talents via our Facebook page in the coming 
weeks. Luke Bailey and Charlie Bartlett 

making slime.

Katelyn Maguire and Charlee Smith creating 
their podcast for listeners.



MESH NEWS

This term we have also welcomed two new staff members in Ms Lara Williams and Ms Mary Anne Young. Both are 
returning to the school after some time away and are covering Ms Emma Little and Ms Sarah Randall. Both Ms Williams 
and Ms Young have added a vibrancy and warmth to the English Department and have been an asset to our school and 
the teaching and learning programme.

As we approach the midway point of the term, it is a good time to remind one 
and all of the need to try our best in everything we do. Your teachers’ primary 
motivation is to improve your outcomes. You may not know this, but we live for 
those moments when we witness the lightbulb come on. They are special. It’s what 
got many of us into this profession (and what has kept them here!). So, work with 
your teacher. Ask them for support when you don’t quite grasp a concept or idea. 
Make time to meet during recess or lunch to go over that piece of writing you’ve 
been crafting. The English Department are an obliging bunch who want to support 
you and will do their level best to ensure you achieve your personal best. After all, 
the influence of a great teacher can never be erased (teacher pun!).  

Mr Jamie Pearce - English, Head of DepartmentThe final slime ball product!

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (HASS)
Term 4 is almost half gone already! This term in HASS we have welcomed two new staff members to the team. 
Ms Blaise Hansen has joined us, replacing Mr Heggie for the term. Mr Heggie is on long service leave and is currently 
travelling around Victoria and Tasmania! Ms Hansen has come to us from Comet Bay College and, most recently, from 
being a Governess on a station near the border.

Ms Courtney Saffron has joined the team replacing Mrs Hudson after her retirement in the middle of the year. Ms Saffron 
has a wealth of experience from teaching at Carine SHS and is looking forward to the change from the city to Esperance.

The second half of the term will fly by and all students are encouraged to be working to their personal best to receive 
the best results possible.

Mental Health in Schools
In a world where we can choose to be anything…be kind.

Mrs Leanne Cassam - HASS, Head of Department

New Ways November 2022 - use this to help yourself take action for happiness!



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HPE)

GIRLS FOOTBALL
On Friday 28th October the Girls Football Carnival took place at the Multi Sports Ground 
in Esperance. Girls from Year 7 to Year 10 attended trials, and were selected to represent 
Esperance SHS against Esperance Anglican School (EACS) and John Paul College (JPC) 
from Kalgoorlie. Unfortunately, Kalgoorlie Boulder Community School couldn't attend 
this year. In their first match against EACS the girls came out strong and continued this 
throughout the whole game to defeat them 115-0. Their second game was supposed to 
be a round robin against JPC, but due to both schools defeating EACS they decided to 
play the Grand Final match early. Again, the girls were far too strong for the competition 
coming through with a 75-0 win. The display of football played by the girls was a 
class above the other schools and they should be very proud of how they conducted 
themselves all day. Taya Strickland won Best Player of the Tournament. A special thanks 
goes to Mrs Ryan, Miss Scally and Miss Reading for all their efforts organising the team.

Mr Matthew Lovejoy - HPE, Head of Department

Taya Strickland receiving
Best Player of the Tournament

2022 Year 7 to 10 Esperance SHS Girls Football Team
Winners of the 2022 Girls Football Carnival

FRENCH
THE ESPERANCE - ILE DE RE STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM
Is your family interested in hosting a French Student for 4 weeks in July 2023? Students from Ile de Ré France spend four 
weeks in Esperance in July. This consists of one school week before the July school holidays, the two weeks of the school 
holidays, and the first week back at school. Similarly, students from Esperance spend four weeks on Ile de Ré, which is a 
part of the French students’ summer school holidays.

In July 2023, our French friends plan to send four students from Ile de Ré France and we are looking for families that may 
be interested in hosting a student in their homes for the visit. Host Families will make every effort to make students feel 
welcomed. Students must be aware that they will have to adjust and adapt to living in a different home environment, 
community and country. Students are expected to obey the rules of the family and to generally adapt within that home 
life, school and the community.

The purpose of the program is to foster better international understanding and goodwill for students from Year 9 - 
12. It's designed to provide the opportunity for French youth to learn about the wide variety of international, social, 
economic, and political institutions of human society. At the conclusion, the students, the host families and the host town 
participating in the program will have gained experiences of lasting value and understanding between Ile de Ré and the 
Esperance region specifically, and Australia and France in a broad sense.

The Twin Towns Student Exchange program has been happening for over 30 years. Details at this website - https://
www.esperance.wa.gov.au/esperance-twin-towns-program. For more information on the program please contact Twin 
Towns Working Group committee member Shane Tobin.



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

ESPERANCE SHS - EXHIBITION OF CREATIVE WORKS 2022

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
Esperance Senior High School’s annual ‘Exhibition of Creative Works’ 
opened at the Cannery Arts Centre on Friday 4th November, and ran 
through to Thursday 10th November. The exhibition showcased the 
variety of outstanding work produced by Year 7 - 12 students from 
different learning areas at our school, including Stars, Design and 
Technology, Home Economics and The Arts. The exhibition was well 
received by the community, with some very positive comments being 
noted in the visitors' book.

Mr Daniel Seinor - Design and Technology, Head of Department

HOME ECONOMICS
Another successful Cannery Exhibition of Creative Works for 2022!

Thank you to these Year 8 students for submitting their Jeans 
backpacks to be displayed at the Cannery: Ashley Bracknell, 
Jaymes Wynne, Jacob Hill, David Clarke, James Guest and Sierra 
Taylor.

The Child Care students from Semester 1 created nursery items that 
included several wall hangings and macramé. Thank you to Mia 
Ditchburn, Amitee Morris, Montanah Miller and Katie Goodwin for 
displaying your task work.

The Year 7 students who dyed fabric in a jar, then appliqued a design and created a drawstring bag were Fritz Labuscagne, 
Rachael Westlake, Jack Witt, Lahkreesha Ball, Lucy White, Emma Scott, Tyler Nelson and Taylor Gray.

Lastly, thank you to Ms Scally’s Year 7 Gift Making students for creating their felt decorations to adorn the centre piece 
of the Home Economics display!

Mrs Natalie Myers - Home Economics Teacher

THE ARTS
The Exhibition of Creative Works 2022 is on at the Cannery Arts 
Centre again this year. This exhibition showcases art, craft, design, 
technology and textile work done by students throughout this year. 
The Stars Foundation was also included this year with some stunning 
photography and painting.

A very large sample of student work showing the exploratory and 
creative talents of students is on display in the large gallery. A wide 
variety of mediums, crafts and technologies are on display from 
painting and sculpture to functional woodwork and Jewellery.

Opening night was well attended on Friday with students, parents and staff 
moving around the very interesting, skilful and vibrant displays. Open on the 
weekend and through the week until the 10th November, the exhibition is a 
chance for students to present their work in a true gallery space and for viewers 
to see the work at its best. This is an important event on the school calendar and 
celebrates many hours of work by students and staff in the pursuit of skill and 
creativity as well as the thought provoking.

Mr Peter Henson - Art Teacher



CAREER PRACTITIONER

On Friday 21st October we took 131 Year 9 
students across to TAFE. Students rotated 
around 8 different activities in various 
industries such as Hair and Beauty, Trades, 
Childcare, Health, Business and Drones. It 
was a great chance for students to see an 
adult learning environment, some for the 
first time, and to get a taste of so many 
different industries. It was great to hear 
comments from students saying which ones 
they liked and those they did not, which 
means we are starting to shape interests in 
certain industries and gain the knowledge to 

know which industries they do not find enjoyable. I would like to congratulate every 
student who went on this excursion, the TAFE lecturers were very impressed with 
their behaviour and interest.

Next up we had an Agricultural Expo 
which was held at the school farm 
on Wednesday, we need to transport 
students out there, so we only had 
room for 24 Year 9 Students. This was 
a great opportunity for students to not 
only have a look at the school farm 
and what it has to offer, but also see 
the different aspects of the Agriculture 
industry as it is one of the biggest 
industries in Australia behind mining.

We also have a very exciting visit from Mindflight7 who run virtual reality career 
inspiration workshops. They will be travelling to ESHS on Monday 28th November and 
60 of the top Year 9 HASS students will be selected to attend this workshop which 
is based on ‘Digital economy and Entrepreneurship’. Students will be split into two 
groups and each session will run for 90 minutes.

The last experience we have running as part of the Career Taster Programme will be 
a workshop run by SALT (Supporting and Linking Tradeswomen) who are currently 
travelling around regional Australia. SALT is a group of tradeswomen who link in with 
local tradespeople, and they run a day long workshop highlighting careers in Trades. 
Each student will construct a timber caddy that they will take home.

All these exciting opportunities aim to give Year 9 students tasters in as many different 
industries as possible and guide them to become career curious. If you have any 
questions, concerns or would like any guidance please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Mrs Lydia Ryan - Career Practitioner

ACTIVITY ARTICLES

Jesse Wynne and Jack Dowling 
reading books to 'children'. Learning a thing or two 

about hairdressing.

Billie Little getting close up contact with a cow.

Hayden McKeown learning about 
sheep and shearing.

Sean Kirwan leading a 
cow with rope.



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

SCHOOL LIBRARY
We’ve bid a fond farewell to the Year 12 students of 2022. We wish them all the best for their future endeavours. After 
School Study Club has finished for the year, we’d like to thank IGO Ltd for their ongoing commitment to this program - 
afternoon tea is provided from their generous funding each year. We really enjoy hosting students who are keen to study, 
the library is a peaceful space in the afternoons that enables the students to work productively.

The school has participated in the Discovering a ‘good read’: Pathways to reading for Australian teens in a digital 
age research project with a team from Deakin University. Students that opted into the project completed a survey about 
their reading habits, and Staff at school have also been interviewed as part of the project. We hope to receive useful 
information at the conclusion of the project that will help us support the reading lives of our students.

As the end of year approaches, we remind you that students are welcome to borrow books over the holidays (we may 
need to send our most voracious readers home with MANY books!). We don’t charge any fees for late returns of books. 
We do ask that you pay for lost or damaged books if your circumstances allow that.

Mrs Hillary Duffy - Library Manager

ESHS Annual Christmas Sing-a-long 

TTuesday 29tth  NNovember 2022  

66:30pm in ESHS Quad  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring: your best singing voice, a chair/blanket,  

picnic/snacks, your friends & family 

PPRIZE for best Christmas Attire!   



YEAR GROUP REPORTS

YEAR 8 & 9
New Year 9 Coordinator
I would like to thank and introduce Taylor Geracitano-Smith for taking on the Year 9 Coordinator role while I step into 
Head of Department for Health & Physical Education.

Busy Times Ahead
The next few weeks will see the lower school student’s complete tests and assessments in all of their subjects. Please 
continue to encourage your child to complete daily homework, as this creates good work habits for upper school and 
allows you to see what the students are learning. Next year will see both year groups continue with their MESH subjects 
but will have more of a choice with their ‘Option Subjects’. At this stage of their schooling, students are encouraged to 
think about their future. Towards the end of the year, it may be a good opportunity for parents to talk to their child to 
reflect on this year and set some goals for 2023.

Legends
Towards the end of this year staff will identify students who exhibit ‘legendary qualities’ in their class. Students will 
receive a Legend certificate as part of their school report at the end of the year.

Legends are those students who contribute positively to the classroom through their:
•   Consistent Display of Excellent Work Ethic (do not need to be an A grade student)
•   Outstanding Attitude
•   Exemplary Behaviours
•   Consideration and Respect for Others

End of Year Reward Day
20 students from each lower school year group will be invited to attend the Rewards Day Excursion towards the end 
of this term. Students will be chosen based on the amount of Legend nominations received, faction points earned, their 
attendance and positive participation in school activities. More information about the day will be issued to the selected 
students closer to the date.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child's education, please don't hesitate to get in touch on 9071 9555 
or brett.b.landers@education.wa.edu.au (Year 8) or taylor.geracitano-smith2@education.wa.edu.au (Year 9).

Mr Brett Landers - Year 8 Coordinator

YEAR 10
Year 10 Connect Page
There are lots of things happening Term 4 and different things on offer. The best way to stay up to date is by accessing 
the Year 10 Connect page. Towards the end of this term there will be sessions ran at school to help students prepare for 
their chosen upper school pathways.

TAFE Acceptances
If you have not already accepted your TAFE position online, please do so ASAP! If you need help with this, please see Ms 
Harper in the Business Office during lunch times. She will be able to assist you through this process.

Upcoming Rewards Day
There will be a rewards day for 20 lucky Year 10 students at the end of this term. Teachers will be nominating students 
based on their behaviour, attitude, and general willingness to help and be kind.

If you have any concerns or issues regarding your child's schooling, please contact me on my email kerryn.plecas@
education.wa.edu.au or call 9071 9555.

Mrs Kerryn Plecas - Year 10 Coordinator



YEAR 11

Awards Assembly
The Year 11 awards assembly is scheduled for Thursday 17th November and will 
take place in the school gym. If your child is on Workplace Learning they can still 
attend they will just need to organise this with their employer.

WACE
All students are reminded that satisfactory progress towards obtaining the West 
Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) needs to be made by the end of this 
year before students can move into Year 12 in 2023. Students need to be mindful 
of how many ‘C’ grades they are on track to achieve this year, and if they have 
passed an ATAR subject in Year 11 that they wish to continue with in Year 12. Non-

ATAR students finish Friday 18th November and ATAR finish Friday 25th November, but some students might be requested 
to attend past these dates to finish off work.

Leavers Jackets
Thanks to everyone who has been involved in designing and finalising the 2023 Leavers Jackets. Well done to Amber 
Francis on her winning design. Orders closed today and we expect the jackets to arrive late February 2023. All Jackets 
will be sent to the school and distributed.

Just a reminder that the best way to keep up-to-date with what's happening at school for the Year 11 students is by 
checking the Year 11 Connect Page. If you have any concerns or issues regarding your child's schooling, please contact 
me on 9071 9590 or by emailing samantha.higgins2@education.wa.edu.au.

Miss Samantha Higgins - Year 11 Coordinator

YEAR GROUP REPORTS

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 17TH 
 

WHERE:  ESHS GYM 

START TIME:  1:45PM 

YEAR 12

Year 12 Prize Night and Supper
The Year 12 Prize Night Ceremony will take place at the Civic Centre on Wednesday 23rd 
November. Students need to assemble in the Reception Room from 5:30pm, for a 6:00pm start. 

All Year 12 students are invited to attend, the dress code for the event is ‘smart’. All students will be 
given a Graduation Gown to wear, and we endeavour to complete the ceremony in 90 minutes.

Although this is not a ‘ticketed’ event, students are only allowed three guests so the school can 
comply with the restriction on numbers allowed inside the main auditorium. If you want more 
than three guests to attend, please contact me so that we can explore options.

It is assumed that students WILL BE ATTENDING unless they specifically contact the Front Office to say that they WILL 
NOT BE COMING. This needs to be done as soon as possible, and before 3:00pm Monday 21st November. This measure 
is specifically designed to avoid the embarrassment that occurs when a special guest attends to present an award, but 
the student does not. Students who don’t attend will be able to collect their portfolio from the school’s Front Office after 
1:00pm on Thursday 24th November.

The Prize Night Ceremony will be followed by an informal Supper in the Reception Room. The Supper is a ticketed event. 
The tickets cost $12/person, which covers photo booth, lolly table, photo selfie area, group photo space etc. Tickets are 
available from the Front Office. Parents and carers should note that due to Occupational Health and Safety restrictions we 
can only have a limited number of people in the venue. As a result, students can only have two guests attend the supper. 
Students wanting to have extra people attend can put their names on a waiting list.

Thank you to those parents who have offered to bring a plate of food for the Supper. If you can help with this, please let 
me know. If people know that they won’t be attending the Supper it would be great if they could advise me as soon as 
possible, so that we have a clearer picture about the numbers wanting to attend and capacity.

The best way to get in contact with me is by calling 9071 9698 or sending an email to amanda.moeauri@education.
wa.edu.au.

Mrs Amanda Moeauri - Year 12 Coordinator



COMMUNITY EVENTS


