
School Newsletter - TERM 4 WEEK 10

FIRST DAY OF 2023
FOR STUDENTS

Wednesday 1st February

P&C MEETING
Tuesday 7th February

YEAR 11 
CURTIN WORKSHOP
Wednesday 8th February

YEAR 12 TAFE
BLOCK WEEK

Monday 13th February to
Friday 17th February

NAPLAN PRACTICE
Monday 20th February to

Friday 24th February

2023 SCHOOL BALL
Saturday 6th May

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Welcome to our last newsletter for the year. It has been a pleasure 
working with staff, students and the community in 2022, with 
a great deal having been achieved especially under difficult 
circumstances. The School Board, under the chairmanship of Debra 
Sanger, continues to support the school in its quest to provide an 
outstanding quality of education to the Esperance Community.
Acknowledgement must be made of the exceptional work done 
by staff this year in ensuring that students’ education did not suffer 
because of the pandemic interruptions. Staff have worked hard to 

ensure that despite the interruptions, the students learning schedules were not compromised. 
I can confidently say that student results have not be impacted by the disruptions due to the 
hard work and commitment of both our teaching staff and our students.

I would also like to acknowledge the work done by our P&C. The commitment to the school 
by this important parent body assists the school in a multitude of ways. I invite new and 
existing parents and carers to consider connecting to the school and contributing to this 
hard-working group.  Thanks to Michelle Handley, President ESHS P&C, for your leadership 
of this group in 2022.

As the school year ends, I thought I would take some time to reflect on the year and all the 
growth and change that has happened. Every school year brings with it different challenges, 
twists, and turns, and 2022 has been no different.

Regardless, I believe that despite this, teachers kept our students’ best interest in mind, 
and worked hard to explore new strategies, and collaboratively worked together to agree 
on different ways to teach, motivate, and inspire students, and that is something that I 
am proud of. As our teachers grow as learners’ students also grow, with that growth not 
only being measured in assessment outcomes and evaluations, but also in the relationships 
established throughout the year with students.

Our work cannot be done without establishing relationships with our students, parents 
and colleagues. Positive relationships have allowed staff to work collaboratively to solve 
problems, plan common approaches to teaching, and provide opportunities for students 
to learn and enjoy school. When our relationships and connections are healthy, we can be 
assured that they will continue to grow for the benefit of all. Our collaborative endeavours 
as staff have resulted in a common pedagogical framework of which all staff subscribe 
and are accountable to. This has translated into teachers behaving more deliberately and 
intentionally using a solid evidence base. This explicit, direct approach is characterised by 
carefully planned and sequenced lessons; clear and detailed instructions and modelling, 
and frequent and systematic monitoring of student progress and feedback to students. 
The pedagogy is implemented across learning areas. It underpins teaching and learning 
practices both in the academic and wellbeing spheres. An outcome of this approach has 
been well crafted, well taught lessons, with teachers delivering effective instruction that 
has had the potential to significantly lift student achievement. Differentiated learning is a 
key aspect of this approach, with students individual learning experiences more tailored to 
individual student needs. Students who are struggling to reach mastery level receive small 
group or individual tuition, while others complete independent practice. Well planned and 
executed lessons where students are clearly shown what to do and how to do it, benefit 
teachers with implicit support coming from the engagement norms and the evidence that 
learning is taking place.
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Finally, I would like to recognise the service to the school of the leaving staff:

Lindsay Sparkes - Mathematics
Veronica Pantos - Mathematics
Sherrina Marshall - Humanities and Social Sciences
Kiahma Reading - Humanities and Social Sciences 
Blaise Hansen - Humanities and Social Sciences
Emma Scally - Home Economics
Stephanie Thompson - Art
Scott White - English
Molly McLaughlin - English
Lara Williams - English
Mary Young - English
Gabrielle Francis - Health and Physical Education
Cooper Gibson - Health and Physical Education
Kane Smith - Health and Physical Education 
Kamaia Rigby - Science

Staff who will be on leave in 2023:

Geoff Poole - Youth Education Officer
Neville Clifton - Deputy Principal
Rhonda Clifton - Home Economics
Scott Fisher - Science
Rosanne Bishop - Education Assistant
Jazmin Parker - EFTC (T1)
Sandy Palmer - Health and Physical Education (T3 and T4)

In-coming staff for 2023 to date are:

Stewart Baker - Science (returning to ESHS for one year)
Esme-Joan Redpath - Science
Lucas Barton - Design and Technology
Ryan Blechynden - Humanities and Social Sciences
Madeleine Buckland - Humanities and Social Sciences
Luke Hantzis - English
Mardi Murphy - English
Sheryllee Verstappen - English
Harry Barnetson - Mathematics
Lauren Holder - Health and Physical Education
Conor Tolson - Health and Physical Education
Aogan McCallion - Health and Physical Education (returning to ESHS)
Tim O’Farell - Student Services
Katherine Schubert - Art
Roz White - Agriculture

I am very much looking forward to working with the school staff and community in 2023 to continue our improvement 
and accountability program, ensuring a quality education for all who attend the school. Enjoy your Christmas break and 
the family time together that this time of the year brings.

Mr Ian Masarei - Principal



MATHEMATICS
Australian Mathematics Competition
Well done to the 30 students who participated in the AMC on Thursday 4th 
August. During Week 7 the students received their certificates.

A big congratulations to the top of each Year Level:
Year 7 - Zander Shipp
Year 8 - Calypso Shelton
Year 9 - Isaac Francis
Year 10 - Isobel Shelton
Year 11 - Caleb Shipp
Year 12 - Rue Rieschiek

Miss Samantha Higgins - Mathematics Teacher

Top Results for their Year Groups (L-R): Zander 
Shipp, Isobel Shelton, Miss Samantha Higgins, 

Caleb Shipp and Calypso Shelton.

MESH NEWS

SCIENCE
Term 4 saw the Year 12 ATAR students coming back to school for the last time before the 
ATAR exams. Good luck for the future to all these students.

The Year 11 students finished their courses and the ATAR students completed their end of 
year exams. They came back to school to complete 4 weeks of the Year 12 course. This 
gives them more time to deal with the increased complexity of the material presented 
in Year 12.

The Chemistry students covered Chemical Equilibrium and completed an assessed 
experiment on Chemical Equilibrium.
The Biology students covered Cell Division, DNA Structure and Replication, and Protein 
Synthesis. While the Human Biology students covered Science Inquiry and the Endocrine 
System.

The Physics students had the opportunity to test out our new equipment, an 
8-inch Dobsonian telescope. Originally, it was meant to arrive with a pair 
of astronomers from the ANU, Dr Brad Tucker, a Research Fellow, and Peter 
Swanton, an expert in indigenous astronomy. This was part of the Scientists 
Taking Astronomy to Regional Schools (STARS) program. Unfortunately, COVID 
played a part once again and we only got the hardware.

The planned observation of the total lunar eclipse from Esperance was also 
thrown out by total cloud cover on the night. However, the telescope is still 
here and was going out to Nova Mine with the Year 10 students on Work 
Experience. Until that was cancelled, due to an emergency across the days of 
the trip. So, next year, it will appear at some point when clear skies abound, 
and the stars are beckoning.

Mr Paul Kruger - Head of Department, Science

Caleb Shipp exceeding in his first 
few weeks of the Year 12 course.

Students checking out the new equipment!



ENGLISH
And like that, it’s wrap. Despite the rocky start, what with COVID-19 lurking in our periphery and all, we’ve managed to 
finish 2022 on a high. Every English class has been engaged in tasks that sees them hone their creative writing skills. See 
below for a snapshot of what’s been happening across the 7-10 classes. 

All aboard with the Year 7 students
The Year 7 students have spent the back half of Term 4 exploring travel destinations, language and culture. With overseas 
holidays now a viable option, the students had to research possible overseas holidays and show their findings by way of 
a creative composition. Some students created menus of possible restaurant/food options, others, creating the dialogue 
between a local and a foreigner.

Ms Williams reports that this task was a massive success with all her Year 7 students highly engaged and excited. Parents, 
expect to be nagged over the Christmas breaks to travel to exotic locations like Berlin, Nauru and The Maldives… Sorry.

And the World Record goes to… Year 8 students!
Ask any librarian and they will tell you that the annual Guinness World Record book is a favourite of any Year 8 student. 
With this in mind, we thought it best to task the students with the challenge of becoming world record holders. Ms 
French’s class undertook this challenge with relish, researching the history of the organisation, design of the informational 
texts and attempting many of the challenges. 

By the end of it, students were designing card houses like you’ve never seen before. Unfortunately, no records were 
broken, but the students learned a valuable lesson in resilience and perseverance! 

The World of Work with the Year 9 students
All Year 9 students have been exploring various careers options as part of the Careers Taster Program initiative established 
by the Department of Education. 

Each class have been researching various professions and industries, noting the various ways to get into the selected 
careers/professions. Students particularly loved exploring the median salary for select professions. Many were surprised 
by the large sums some professions brought in and disappointed to learn how little others did. Students were more 
gobsmacked by the cost of living when each teacher explained to them the associated cost with being an adult. One 
student in my class was quick to respond, “I don’t want to be an adult!”. You’re not wrong!

This doom and gloom aside, the students reported that they were thankful for these sessions. They now move into Year 
10 with more of an understanding about the various pathways they can pursue either in Year 11/12 or beyond. Take a 
moment to ask your child what they gleaned from this unit of work and what careers they explored. You might be 
surprised to learn that they want to be… I sure was… (I’m looking at you, Lotte Andrews!).

Extra! Extra! Read all about the Year 10 students! 
Mr England had the clever idea to channel the Year 10 students’ penchant for cynicism into the development of a satirical 
newspaper. All classes explored the various types of satire found on Australian T.V. Think Russel Coight’s All Aussie 
Adventures and Kath & Kim. Whilst students didn’t always ‘get’ the humour, they could recognise what was being sent up. 

Following this, students turned their critical eye to the school and town. Nothing was off limits, including their peers! 
Students had an absolute blast flexing their funny bones in the latter part of this term.

Mr England is now collating all the responses into a newspaper. We hope to bring this to you in the new year!

2022 has been a challenging year for the English Department. We’ve had many teachers depart for various reasons, 
including the following: Mrs Liz Elliott, Mr Hayden Smith, Ms Isobel Bruce, Ms Sally Elliott and Ms Sarah Randell. We now 
also say goodbye to the following teachers: Ms Molly Mclaughlin and Mr Scott White.

Ms Mclaughlin is leaving for Perth where she hopes to pick up work as an ESL teacher. Mr White is returning to his 
hometown of Melbourne where he will pursue his music and song writing passions. We wish them both all the best for 
2023 and beyond. They have both done a fabulous job honing their craft here for the past few years.  

MESH NEWS
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Year 7 HASS students enjoying their cultural information session, Mia Waters, 
Bridget Rance and Zaidee Maloney are especially enjoying the taste testing!

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (HASS)
To finish off their studies in Year 7 Aboriginal Culture and Language, students were treated to an incursion with Annie 
Dabb from Dabungool Cultural Experiences. Students got to taste a variety of bush tucker foods (some that are even 
growing on school grounds!) and learn the names of the plants in Kepa Kurl Nyungar. The tasty treats were very well 
received by the students.

As the year concludes we are farewelling several HASS staff:

Ms Hansen has been with us this term while Mr Heggie has been on long service leave. Her quiet and efficient manner 
has seen her classes engaged for the whole term.

Ms Marshall is returning to Perth to be with her family after spending the year with us in Esperance.  Ms Marshall has 
bucket loads of empathy and demonstrated care for her students. We will miss the stories and anecdotes she has 
shared with us. 

Ms Reading leaves us to spread her wings and take up the challenge of teaching in Karratha. We will miss the positive 
energy that Ms Reading arrives with every morning and her passion for helping all students succeed.

We wish all a safe and Merry Christmas. Remember that HASS is what happens right outside your window!  

Mrs Leanne Cassam - Head of Department, HASS

I also want to thank Ms Young and Ms Williams who will be looking to return to civilian life (yoga and sailing!). They both 
stepped into the classroom at a moment’s notice and did so with aplomb. The ESHS community are forever grateful for 
your support. 

2023 will see a few new faces in the English Department. Mr Masarei has outlined the incoming teachers, but I want 
to extend a welcome to existing staff, Mrs McClaren and Mrs Bezuidenhout, as they look to join us in the Department 
fulltime in 2023. 

I now want to wish one and all a Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year. Delight in the final grammar 
pun for the year:

What do you call Santa’s elves? 
- Subordinate Clauses. 

Mr Jamie Pearce - Head of Department, English



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

CAREER PRACTITIONER
Well, what a busy few weeks we have had for the Year 9 students to explore career options in conjunction with the 
Career Taster program!

Try-a-Trade
First up we had Try-a-Trade. 16 students were selected to attend a 3-day course at SR TAFE. These students got a taste 
of tiling, carpentry and gyprocking. A huge thanks to Matt and Simon for running the course. They made it fun as well 
as educational.

Mindflight7 VR
Then we had Mindflight7 visit who ran a series of virtual reality workshops. 60 students got to attend these workshops 
and they could choose between various work experiences. Some that were on offer included open heart surgery, 
adventures in space, forklift operation, cat dissection and heavy machinery operation. Students thoroughly enjoyed this 
experience and for the majority, it was their first time students had used this gear before!

SALT
Finally, our last Career Taster Program activity for the year was a visit from SALT (Supporting and Linking Tradeswomen). 
SALT are a group of tradeswomen who travel around Australia and promote women in trades. 30 Year 9 girls were invited 
to attend this workshop where they got to interact with the tradeswomen, hear their stories and career pathways, all 
while they made a timber caddy and learnt how to use power tools. 

Mrs Lydia Ryan - Career Practitioner

Holding up certificates and fixing up some walls.

Students using the Virtual Reality Simulator.

Halle James listening carefully to instructions on 
how to use power tools and machinery.

Our smiling group of Year 9 'Tradie' Girls!



SCHOOL LIBRARY
Top Borrowers
We’ve just celebrated with our Library Top Borrowers for 2022! Year 7 student, Stella Adams, tops the list with a record 
breaking 172 books borrowed. Top Borrowers were invited to the Library to celebrate their efforts together. We encourage 
all students to borrow books for their Christmas holiday reading. 

(Abibliophobia - the fear of running out of books!)

The library has provided students with the opportunity to add Christmas drawings to the windows, in addition to some 
fun crafting with washi tape to make Christmas decorations.

The lovely library ladies would like to wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas, filled with lots of reading!

Mrs Hillary Duffy - Librarian

ACTIVITY ARTICLES

The lovely library ladies getting into the 
Christmas spirit!

Some of our Top Borrowers enjoying their special lunch.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY (D&T)
Resin Jewellery
This term, our Year 9 Jewellery students were set with the task of creating laser cut resin jewellery.

Students designed either a pendant or set of earrings, 
drew the shape using Adobe Illustrator, then laser 
cut the shape from a resin-coated timber board.

The quality of work that was produced by these 
students was outstanding! It was a great finish to the 
year, and we hope that everyone has a fun and safe 
Christmas break (parents - you may find yourselves 
receiving some beautiful jewellery for Christmas).

Mr Daniel Senior - Head of Department, D&TFlower earings created by Celia Rollond and 
Feather earrings created by Keira Shipp



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

CLONTARF FOUNDATION
What a year full of fun and achievement our boys have had! From our amazing award recipients at our Rewards Night, 
to the exciting trips our students were lucky enough to experience. Some of our highlights have been the Year 12 Major 
Trip, Wadjemup Cup, Norseman Cricket Competition and the Fremantle Academy Beach Camp. We will be publishing an 
End of Year Clontarf Newsletter shortly, so make sure you keep an eye out to get all the information on what incredible 

things we've been up to in 2022.

Congratulations to the following Award Winners:
Junior Attendance Award - Nate Emsley

Senior Attendance Award -
Nicholas Neave and Patrick Mongoo

Junior Academic Award - Hamish Linden
Senior Academic Award - Mason Bates

Junior Sportsman Award - Keenan Rymer
Senior Sportsman Award - David Riley

Junior Leadership Award - Jordan Emsley
Senior Leadership Award - Justin Bennell

Community Award - Kheyan Dabb
Stingrays Shield - Zachariah Graham

We also want to wish the very best to our Year 12 students who are leaving us in 2022: 
Mason Bates, Brandon Cornthwaite,  Edward Graham and Zachariah Graham.

We wish all our students and families a Merry Christmas and enjoyable school holidays, stay safe and we'll see you in 
the new year!

Mr Dustin Hunter - Clontarf Foundation Coordinator

Coach Nick and the boys. Gold Coast fun!

Jake McKenzie, Justin Bennell and Taj Tate enjoying the 
Awards Night at the Esperance Bay Yacht Club.

Wadjemup Cup (L-R): Josh Clements, Brock Hislop, Keenan Rymer, 
Nick, Jack Dowling, Jake McKenzie, Jordan Emsley and Reece.

Zachariah Graham with Dustin Hunter 
receiving the Stingrays Shield.

Cultural Performance (L-R): Jaroah Schultz, Jordan Emsley, David 
Riley, Keenan Rymer, Brock Hislop, Daniel Riley and David Schultz. 



STARS PROGRAM
On Monday 21st November, Stars held their annual Awards Night. The awards not only celebrated our graduating Year 
12 students, but also other members for academic, cultural and community achievements. Over 100 staff, family, and 
community members attended to support our students. This event was also the launch of our art, photography and mini 
documentary project that sisters Bobbi and Skye Lockyer worked on with our students - Bridiya Yorgas on Kepa Kurl 
Boodja. Thank you again to Esperance Tjaltraak Native Title Aboriginal Corporation for supporting this event.

Congratulations to the following Award Winners:
Junior Attendance Award - Jody Greatz

Senior Attendance Award - Willigan Clark
Junior Academic Award - Lily Godwin

Senior Academic Award - Jaya Schmidt
Cultural Pride Award - Moniquah Graham and Tika Penny-McDonald

Rising Star Award - Tahkiya Cordes
Senior Star of the Year - Eleisha-Ray Adams
Junior Star of the Year - Talisha Dempster

Goodbye and good luck to our graduating Year 12 students:
Eleisha-Ray Adams, Zakia McKenzie, Madison Riley, Roslyn Ugle, Sharlee Greatz, Shianne Bullen and Willigan Clark.

Ms Michelle De Lacy - Stars Program Coordinator

ACTIVITY ARTICLES

The Senior Star of the Year and Junior Attendance Award winners with their presenters (L-R): Kaisha 
Jetta - Stars Transition Mentor, Eleisha-Ray Adams, Anna Bonney, Ken Duffy and Jody Greatz.

The fabulous Stars group getting together to celebrate!



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

FOLLOW THE DREAM (FTD)
The 2022 Follow the Dream program has finished this year on a 
high note for students, with multiple opportunities and experiences 
beyond their normal afternoon tutoring sessions and academic 
commitments.

Year 11 and Year 12 students worked particularly hard towards 
completing their academic year and preparing for their final 
assessments and exams. To all the students who were presented 
with awards at our school awards days, well done - your hard 
work has paid off!

A huge congratulations to our Year 12 Graduates! Being part of 
your individual journey has been an honour and we are looking 
forward to seeing what the future holds for you.  Continue to 
follow your dreams and never let an experience or opportunity 
pass to work towards your goals.

We were very fortunate to host some outreach students from 
Norseman who joined us during an on-country Cultural Camp 
early this term. A huge thank you to Dabungool and other local 
artists who made this experience very memorable. We learned 
about Kambarang season at Hellfire Bay, harvested some bush 
tucker, and learned about other traditional uses of native plants 
significant to the season. We learned about the traditional uses of 
tapping sticks, and many uses of items that require weaving skills. We certainly enjoyed the hands-on learning and went 
home with our own version of the tapping sticks and baskets! Learning about traditional art symbols and different skills 
to paint our own reflection of the season was certainly very relaxing and most of us discovered some hidden talents we 
didn’t realise we possessed. We appreciate the hospitality of the staff and students at the Esperance Residential College 
where we yarned around the fire pit, listened to more dream-time stories, and enjoyed kangaroo tail, emu sausages, 
damper and quandong jam for dinner.

Year 8 and 9 students had the opportunity to attend Edith Cowan University and the University of Western Australia 
camp to learn about general university student life, entry pathways and through hands-on activities, courses of study. 
At an early age, this opportunity is quite useful - sparking an interest and demonstrating to students that studying at a 
university is do-able for whoever has the aspirations to do so.

Even though many other opportunities were made available to students, I finally want to mention our very own Follow 
the Dream End of Year Celebration afternoon! This is where we acknowledge FTD students for their engagement, 
academic and role model attributes and achievements within the program, but also in the wider school community. 
Thank you to every ESHS staff member, student, parent, family member and friend, who attended the night and shared 
in the joy of presenting students with their awards.

Students creating traditional crafts with Wanika Dabb.

Hiking around Hellfire Bay during the Cultural Camp.

Keenan Rymer and Jordan Emsley getting the 'Hollywood' treatment.Showing off creative talent at UWA.



Congratulations to the following students for their 
achievements and recognitions:

Outreach Primary School Outstanding Attendance 
Award - Ella McCall
L/S Tutor’s Award - Tahkiya Cordes
U/S Tutor’s Award - Emersyn Nelson
L/S Role Model Award - Layla Schultz
U/S Role Model Award - Tika Penny-McDonald
L/S Outstanding Academic Award - Keenan Rymer 
and Alicia Linden
U/S Outstanding Academic Award - Mason Bates

I finally want to wish every FTD student, family and friend a very joyful Christmas time! Stay safe and 
create special memories with your loved ones. I am looking forward to seeing you again for the 2023 
Follow the Dream program!

Mrs Hettie Maree - Follow the Dream Coordinator

ACTIVITY ARTICLES

FTD Award Winners (L-R): Mrs Maree, Alicia Linden, Mason Bates, Keenan 
Rymer, Layla Schultz, Mr Duffy, Tika Penny-McDonald and Mr Masarei. 

HOME ECONOMICS
The Year 9 Food For Us class have been researching the benefits of calcium in the body. They then made smoothies 
showing good calcium food sources. 

Mrs Rhonda Clifton - Head of Department, Home Economics

Year 9 students with their 'Calcium Creations' (L-R): Braxyn Cook, Dane Bailey, 
Logan Shanhun, Riley Anderson, Eva Palmer, Ruby Lykke, Kylan Christie and Lauritz Barnes.

SCHOOL NURSE
Has your student missed any high school aged immunisations? Students are offered immunisations in Year 7 and Year 10.

If your student has missed out on any of these, I will be available at Population Health in January to give high school 
aged immunisations. Please call Population Health on 9071 0400 to make an appointment.

If you are not sure if your student is up to date with their immunisations, you can check this by using your Medicare 
online/my gov account to obtain an immunisation history statement.

I hope you all have a great break and I’m looking forward to seeing you all in Term 1 next year!

Mrs Jude Walker - School Nurse

STUDENT HEALTH



YEAR GROUP REPORTS

YEAR 7
Merry Christmas to all the Year 7 students and their families!

I can hardly believe that a whole school year has passed and you are about to enter into your second year of high school.

I hope you have a lovely restful break. Holidays are always a good opportunity to reflect on the year. What have you 
achieved? What are some experiences that you found difficult or easy? What goals are you setting for 2023? 

Transition from primary school to high school can be challenging for many; new teachers, friendships, subjects, 
assessments, etc. All of these experiences are great for learning, growth and building our resilience. When we overcome 
challenges or obstacles we realise we can do hard things! So, well done for a fantastic year. 

Enjoy your break, take care of yourselves, rest up and we’ll see you ready and raring to go on Wednesday 1st February 
2023!

Mrs Sally McLaren - Year 7 Coordinator

YEAR 8
End of Year Reward Day
This year, 20 students from each lower school year group were invited to attend the Rewards Day excursion on Monday 
12th December. Students were chosen based on the amount of Legend Nominations received from their teachers. To 
be considered for a Legend Nomination, teachers took into consideration students who consistently displayed excellent 
work ethic, have an outstanding attitude, display exemplary behaviours and show consideration and respect for others. 

Congratulations to the following Year 8 students who have been selected:
Stevie Barlow, Ashley Bracknell, Allira Bratten, Rani Chamberlain, Natalie Coles, Jordan Davies, Georgia Durdin, Aiden 
Finlay-Mulligan, Bronte Florisson, Ashley Gallop, Mikayla Graham, James Guest, Theo Ham, Demi Hunter, Peter Lee, Kayne 
Maguire, Neela Marshman, Maddison Melville, Ben Ormsby, Justine Ramsell, Calypso Shelton and Lara Smallman.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all well over the summer break, and enjoy time with your family and 
friends. Stay safe and I will see you all recharged next year.

Mr Brett Landers - Year 8 Coordinator

YEAR 9
Rewards Day
I would firstly like to congratulate the Year 9 students for finishing another year of schooling. You should all be proud of 
how you’ve conducted yourselves when given the opportunity to represent the school at numerous events throughout 
the year. This year, 20 students from each lower school year group were invited to attend the Rewards Day excursion 
on Monday 12th December. To be considered for a Legend Nomination, teachers would put into consideration students 
who consistently displayed excellent work ethic, have an outstanding attitude, display exemplary behaviours, and show 
consideration and respect for others.

A big congratulations to the following Year 9 students who have been selected to go on the Rewards Day:
Evelyn Morcombe, Halle James, Alex Pedersen, Declan Hayward-McKean, Tegan MacKenzie, Sean McCrea, Molly Pechar, 
Daniel Gray, Britney Hulm, Eva Palmer, Logan Govans, Joshua Ryan, Claire McCrea, Isaac Francis, Zavier Strickland, Zach 
Warren, Annie Lay, Ruby Lykke, Noah McElroy and Logan Shanhun.

Enjoy your summer break with friends and family, stay safe and I look forward to seeing everyone refreshed for 2023.

Mr Taylor Geracitano-Smith - Year 9 Coordinator



YEAR GROUP REPORTS

YEAR 11
As we reflect on the year, there has been many firsts and changes the Year 11 students have had to adapt to. From sitting 
exams, to attending TAFE and having to complete work placements, the increased workload and higher expectations 
haven’t always been easy, but I am impressed with how the students have managed this and taken it in their stride. 

I would like to thank all the students who have 
volunteered their time to help this year. Particularly, 
the 2022 Student Councillors and those who took the 
time to submit designs for the 2023 Leavers Jackets. 

Congratulations to the newly elected 2023 Student 
Council:

Faction Captains
Dempster - Lawson Baker and Katie Crawley 
Eyre - Aisha Darlow and Jack Harris 
Flinders - Curtis Mayfield and Olivia Pokela 
Rossiter - Hannah Sims and Arabella Tate 

Prefects
Amber Francis, Greta Lauritsen, Shae Nesbitt, 
Keanu Ngapo, Milania Paniora, Caleb Shipp, Megan 
Stockdale, Hayden Ryan

Head Girl - Megan Stockdale
Head Boy - Keanu Ngapo

Congratulations to all the certificate and prize 
winners for their individual subjects as well as the 
scholarship and special prize recipients.

A special mention to the Top Students of 2022:

Year 11 Dux Awards
VET Dux R/Up - Ella Goddard
VET Dux - Alex Mengersen
ATAR Dux R/Up - Lucy Gray 
ATAR Dux - Caleb Shipp

School Role Models (L-R): Head Boy: Keanu Ngapo, Head Girl: Megan 
Stockdale, Role Model Recipients: Regan Mott and Aisha Darlow.

Year 11 Dux Awards (L-R): VET Dux: Alex Mengersen, 
ATAR Dux: Caleb Shipp.

YEAR 10
Legends Reward Day
Unfortunately, only the Top 20 Year 10 legends could be selected for the Reward Day that was held on Monday 12th 
December. All the students invited had between 4 to 7 nominations EACH!! Legend nominations come from teachers 
and are for students on the basis of their work ethic, attitude, behaviour and the consideration and respect they show 
towards others. Congratulations to all the Year 10 students who received Legend Nominations for their subjects.

The Lower School Award Assembly on Tuesday went off without a hitch! Congratulations to all the Prize Winners and 
students who received Certificates of Merit for their subjects.

I hope you have a safe and enjoyable break, and I look forward to working with you all next year as you embark on your 
Upper School journey. As always, if you have any concerns or isues regarding your child's schooling, please contact me 
on 9071 9555, or by emailing kerryn.plecas@education.wa.edu.au.

Mrs Kerryn Plecas - Year 10 Coordinator



YEAR GROUP REPORTS

Certificates of Achievement
The recipients of this award have demonstrated excellent achievement in several of the subjects they studied.

Recipients: Paige Fillmore, Chloe Fisher, Hayley Fletcher, Fraser Florisson, Toby Gerschwitz, Bridget Hunt, Riley Litherland, 
Ellie Mansell, Chloe Matthews, Shae Nesbitt, Chelsea Ryan-Galloway, and Danica Tierney.

Certificates of Excellence
The basis for receiving these certificates is that the student has demonstrated excellence across the full range of the 
subjects they studied.

Recipients: Lawson Baker, Jade Campbell, Ruby Davies-Mele, Sophie Ferguson, Ella Goddard, Lucy Gray, Jack Harris, Alex 
Mengersen, Regan Mott, Tameeka Rollond, and Caleb Shipp.

STEM Program Laptops
This year, 50 lucky ESHS students were selected to receive free laptops from the Telstra Tech for STEM program. This is 
based on the subject’s students’ study and will continue in Year 12; this will be very useful as we move to BYOD for Year 
11 and 12 students next year. It was great to have these laptops arrive just before the ATAR students finished for the year 
and more information will come out next year about how to connect these to the school’s internet.  

To the Year 11 students, next year will fly by in the blink of an eye. Make sure you take advantage of all the opportunities 
that come your way and make the most of your final year of secondary schooling.

Work hard, have fun, and finish strong so that at the end of 2023 you are proud of all that you have achieved in 13 years 
of schooling. I would like to congratulate those students who have picked up traineeships or apprenticeships in their 
chosen industries and are leaving us for employment. 

It has been such a pleasure being there to support you this year and I wish you all the best as you enter your final year 
of High School in 2023. I hope you all have a wonderful break.

Miss Samantha Higgins - Year 11 Coordinator

YEAR 12 - THE FINAL INSTALMENT
To the graduating class of 2022, it has been a pleasure to be your Year Coordinator for the past 2 years.

The achievements of this class have been many. There are some excellent musicians, sportsmen and scholars among 
today’s graduates. My pride in the class of 2022 is not however because of the outstanding achievements, but because 
of the values and the wonderful young adults they have become. 

Your final few years at ESHS were dampened by the effects of COVID-19. We could be sad about what events we missed 
out on, or we could have a positive mindset and focus on the great memories you have created during this time. The 
most recent events and the ones that I will always remember sharing with you, were our School Balls, Leaver’s Breakfast, 
and our Exit Week.

The adversity of COVID-19 has provided you with the opportunity to show perseverance, to be resilient and to show 
kindness to each other. I believe you are leaving school as better young adults with a higher level of appreciation than 
leavers of previous years for this.

Your education could not have happened without the keen interest of others - in particular, the staff. I know that as you 
reflect upon the many teachers who have taught you in your time at ESHS, you will hold some special memories and 
moments that will stay with you always. I know that all the staff have strived to provide every opportunity possible and 
to support you to reach your potential and to be the best individuals you can be. May I thank, on behalf of the students 
and parents, all the teachers and staff, and recognise the wonderful role they have performed in your education. 

I would also like to address the parents, may I congratulate you on the milestone of having achieved getting your child 
through secondary school. As a parent myself, I commend you, the challenge is tall and getting to today together is 
certainly an achievement to celebrate. You all have every reason to be proud and to enjoy this moment.
To my wonderful group our Year 12 students - your true vocation in life is too sacred to be determined by exam results
or a qualification. Most people’s lives bear witness to the fact that how we fare at school is not necessarily how we fare 
in life. So, what really matters, what really counts is not your success at school, but how you live your life now. It is the 
choices you make as a graduate from Esperance Senior High School that counts. ‘Carpe diem - seize everyday’.



YEAR GROUP REPORTS

Your futures are bright, the world is your oyster, you can achieve anything - but remember the world owes you nothing 
and the road yet travelled will be fraught with many challenges, moments of failure, hardships, and loss. Getting through 
these moments, finding your way, setting, and reaching goals, trying new things, living, loving and learning is what life is 
all about. You will meet new friends and forge new pathways, but don’t forget your mates who sat amongst you. Stay 
connected and keep in touch and be there for each other always. High school friends are friends for life.

My journey as your Year Coordinator has been one of the most rewarding roles, I have undertaken both professionally 
and personally. I have learnt almost all there is to learn about WACE, OLNA, unit requirements, certificate requirements, 
nominal hours, WPL, List A & List B subjects, endorsed programs and the magic number 14. I have been a mentor, teacher, 
psychologist, nurse, an advocate, a negotiator, and a friend. Thank you to those who reached out for support and to all 
of you who have made my experience as Year Coordinator so memorable. My own children have grown a slight jealousy 
towards you all, they have not entirely enjoyed sharing me with you. I have been 100% invested in you all, it is almost like 
97 of my children are leaving home. The big wide world is ready for you with open arms.

Confucius once said, “Act with kindness but do not expect gratitude.” 
I want to conclude by sharing 4 principles I recommend to you to consider when making life choices:

1. Reject versions of the world that define success solely in terms of money, accumulation of things and over-emphasis 
on status and security. Resist shallow definitions of what constitutes a worthwhile and valuable life. 

2. Be happy but know that lasting happiness is finding contentment and inner peace: know that true happiness abides 
in an open and compassionate heart that continually gives simple acts of kindness.

3. In a world that can be toxic to self-directed thinking, follow your inner moral compass and never let go of your dreams. 
Resist being pushed around by peer pressure, from prejudices and false truths. Look at society through the prism of 
your values and be of good character, strong in your convictions. Know that you need not be perfect. Learn from your 
mistakes and grow through your failures. Not perfect but always authentic and with integrity.

4. Be resilient and never give up on the truly important things. In a world awash with constant chatter and endless noise, 
discover presence and stillness in your life. Take the time to know silence.

It is time to bid farewell to the class of 2022.

You have made lifelong friendships, laughed together, cried together, and supported each other. Cherish your memories, 
continue to look after each other, be there for each other, continue to spread kindness. I wish all of you the very best for 
whatever direction your future takes you.

Thank you for sharing your journey with me.

Mrs Amanda Moeauri - Year 12 Coordinator

The 2022 Year 12 Graduates at Graduation Night after walking 
across the stage to receive their portfolios.


