
School Newsletter - TERM 1 WEEK 5

LABOUR DAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Monday 6th March

P&C MEETING
Tuesday 7th March

FOTOWORKS
Tuesday 7th March to
Wednesday 8th March

YEAR 7 PARENT TOUR
Thursday 9th March

SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Friday 10th March

NAPLAN TESTING
Wednesday 15th March to

Thursday 23rd March

YEAR 11/12
BLOCK WEEK

Monday 20th March to
Friday 24th March

PROGRESS REPORTS
Monday 27th March

PARENT NIGHTS
NIGHT #1 - Thurs 30th Mar
NIGHT #2 - Tues 4th April

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
Thursday 6th April

GOOD FRIDAY
Friday 7th April (No School)

2023 SCHOOL BALL
Saturday 6th May

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Welcome to our first School Newsletter for 2023,

I am pleased to report that we have had a wonderfully positive 
beginning to the new year with COVID restrictions gone and a full 
calendar ahead for the year, it feels great to have a normal year again.

Firstly I would like to welcome the following new staff to the school:
Tim O’Farrell  Student Services
Kathrine Schubert Art
Lucas Barton   Design and Technology
Luke Hantzis   English
Mardi Murphy  English
Sherylee Verstappen English
Lauren Holder  Health and Physical Education
Aogan McCallion Health and Physical Education
Conor Tolson   Health and Physical Education
Kylie Butcher  Home Economics
Emily Chang   Home Economics
Ryan Blechynden Humanities and Social Science
Henry Lees  Humanities and Social Science
Harry Barnetson Mathematics
Stewart Barker  Science
Esme-Joan Redpath Science

And welcome back to Sarah Campbell in Mathematics, Kyra Hall in Science and Stephen 
Heggie in Humanities who are returning from leave.

Our new Year Coordinators for 2023 are:
Year 7 - Cara Gurney
Year 8 - Tim O’Farrell
Year 9 - Aogan McCallion
Year 10 - Taylor Geracitano-Smith
Year 11 - Kerryn Plecas
Year 12 - Courtney Saffron

Congratulations to our 2023 Prefects:
Amber Francis, Greta Lauritsen, Shae Nesbitt, Keanu Ngapo (Head Boy), Milania Paniora, 
Caleb Shipp, Megan Stockdale (Head Girl) and Hayden Ryan.

Congratulations to our 2023 Faction Captains:
Dempster:  Lawson Baker and Katie Crawley
Eyre:   Aisha Darlow and Jack Harris 
Flinders:  Curtis Mayfield and Olivia Pokela
Rossiter:  Hannah Sims and Arabella Tate

In brief, I thought that I would share some of our 2022 Year 12 Results. The finer detail has 
many more good news stories and reveals, without exception, highly functioning faculties 
across the school achieving exceptional results.

Seven students achieved ATAR scores above 90: Brechto Bezuidenhout, Zara Guest, Samuel 
Jefferies, Elise Quinlivan, Lucia Ridgway, Sid Sleeman and Lisa Warne.

PRINCIPAL'S ADDRESS



PRINCIPAL'S ADDRESS

VET 
Certificate II  32 students  60%
Certificate III 13 students 24%
Certificate IV 8 students 11%

WACE Achievement Rate
School   93% 
Like Schools 84%
Public Schools  89%

Median ATAR
School  77.05
Like Schools 70.40
Public Schools 81.90 

Student Services
2023 sees some significant changes in the way we are supporting the pastoral care needs of our students. There has 
been an increase of time for year coordinators to look after their cohort from one day a week to two and a half days 
a week. We have also created a Health and Well Being Coordinator position who will look after student activities, the 
student council and other activities that will engage students throughout the year.

Canteen
Unfortunately, it has been necessary to close the school canteen due to staffing issues. We have been working towards 
a sustainable solution and have nominated a preferred operator who will begin trading from the beginning of Term 
2. Congratulations to Amanda Govans who brings to the school a wealth of experience in school canteen operations 
and I look forward to welcoming her and her team to the school. The new service begins at the start of Term 2 and 
promises to be comprehensive and deliver a quality cafeteria style service to our students and staff. This will include 
the convenience of EFTPOS. More information regarding menus, ordering and service provision will be provided as they 
become available.

Mr Ian Masarei - Principal

MESH NEWS

MATHEMATICS

Our Year 12 Applications students are loving learning about Euler and his theories about Graphs.

Mr Michael Zani - Head of Department, Mathematics

Year 12 Application Students (L-R): Regan Mott, Lawson Baker, Cameron 
Waight, Molly Hennessy, Shae Nesbitt, Joshua Burge, and Ruby Davies-Mele.



MESH NEWS

SCIENCE

The Science department has been busily working to welcome back students to the lab and 
provide authentic learning experiences. Here is what our classes have been up to.

Year 7 students have had a hot start to science this year! They have successfully been 
working toward getting their highly coveted Bunsen burner license. Don’t be fooled by 
the photos, those Bunsen burners have super-hot, near invisible flames which measure 
at approximately 500*C. However, we all managed to keep our cool while working with 
them. Year 7 students have also been refining their skills in measurement, scientific inquiry,   
and learnt about the different strands of science. It is certainly looking like we have a lot of 
eager scientists in the making!

Year 8 students started the school year with our topic 
of Cells and Reproduction. In recent lessons students 
have learnt how to safely use light microscopes, how 
to examine specimens and even how to prepare their 
own microscope slides for examination.

The photo on the left shows two budding scientists 
from Mr Macleay’s year 8 class, Ashlee Henderson and 
Tess Riordan, hard at work producing a sketch of their 
very own sample specimen.

The Year 9 team, made up of Ms Bell, Mr Macleay 
and Ms Redpath, have been collaborating to 
deliver an engaging topic on heat. Whilst learning 
about concepts such as convection, conduction 

and radiation, students have also had the opportunity to investigate the effect 
sunlight has on different coloured cars.

Currently, Year 9 students are undertaking experiments to investigate the 
effectiveness of double glazing and the use of insulation in houses. To the 
right are some students hard at work. 

Mr Paul Kruger - Head of Department, Science

Young gun Jayden Sharp 
showing off his new skills.

Our Year 7's new prized possession!

Ashlee and Tess sketching 
up a storm.

Braeden White and Joshua Clements 
getting it done!

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (HASS)

The HASS Department have welcomed two new teachers to the team this 
year. Mr Ryan Blechynden and Mr Henry Lees have settled in well in the 
HASS Office and are engaging their classes with a range of interesting 
and innovating activities.

Year 7 students have started their high school careers well, and this week 
were lucky enough to participate in an incursion with Guy de la Bedoyere. 
Guy is a respected British Historian, Author and TV Presenter who gave 
firsthand insights into Archaeology, Ancient Egypt, and Hieroglyphics (ask 
your child how to write Esperance in hieroglyphs). Special thanks to the 
Esperance Public Library for their organisation of the talks.

Please remember to check Connect for your child’s results in recent 
assessments and to keep pace with what they are learning in class.

Mrs Leanne Cassam - Head of Department, HASS

Ancient Egypt Incursion (L-R): Isabella Crawford, 
Isabella Coggan, Guy de la Bedoyere, Pippa Major, 
Sophie Goodwin, Euen McIlroy, Noah Ryan, Harley 

Bingham and John Wood.



MESH NEWS

ENGLISH

The start of the school year has brought with it three new English teachers. Ms Mardi Murphy has joined us all the way 
from New South Wales. Ms Sheryllee Verstappen alighted by car from Adelaide, and Mr Luke Hantzis made the journey 
from neighbouring Kalgoorlie. All three have reported that they have really enjoyed working with and getting to know 
the students over the last five weeks.

The returning teachers (Ms Taylor, Mr England, Ms French, Ms Bezuidenhout and Ms McLaren) report similar findings. 
Students have done a fine job settling into the expectations of the classroom.

Personally, I have thoroughly enjoyed working with the Year 7 students this year. Like the villainous witches from the 1993 
film, Hocus Pocus, I feed off their energy (and youth!). We have been exploring traditional and contemporary fairy tales, 
noting how authors either challenge or conform to certain conventions. The students have an abundance of ideas and 
knowledge; they often astound me with the connections they make between and within fairy tales. I look forward to 
seeing what they produce in our upcoming assessment which will see them transform a traditional tale to a different 
form. I will post some of the innovative compositions here in the next edition.

For an insight into other year groups, see below some snapshots from our teachers:

Year 8
As we dutifully prepare the first newsletter of the year and reflect on what our 150 Year 8 students have been up to in 
English, it astounds me how much content we have covered since February. Our focus: Genre analysis, a deep dive and 
dissection of the horror genre. With regular attendance, focused engagement and participation, your Year 8 should by 
now have a good grasp of the generic conventions of horror and all the visual elements to look out for. Once students 
collected enough evidence that the poster or book cover in question belongs to the horror genre, they needed to present 
their findings in a short answer response format to convince the reader as well. This format is commonly referred to at 
Esperance SHS as a TEEET paragraph. By now, most students have completed their first summative assessment task in 
which they had to prove how the 1980 film poster for the movie, The Fog, conforms to a specific genre. Next, we dip our 
toes in the world of literature and venture out as authors as we prepare to write our own ghost stories. More on this 
development in our next newsletter report.

Mrs Anri Bezuidenhout 

Year 9
This term, Year 9 have been working hard on preparing short-answer responses for their unit of study on persuasive 
techniques. The students have enjoyed looking at several different texts, such as advertisements, feature articles and 
letters, as part of their analysis and preparation for their English assessment in Week 5. Year 9 students have also been 
getting ready to sit their NAPLAN exams in Week 7. In Week 4, they sat a practice exam in the computer labs to ensure 
everything was working perfectly before testing begins in a fortnight's time. Several Year 9 students have also been 
elected to the ESHS Council. The ESHS Council representatives are responsible for collecting key ideas from students to 
solve issues facing them at school. Congratulations to these students for nominating themselves and being a positive 
role model to their fellow peers.

Mr Luke Hantzis

Year 8 students enjoying their genre analysis tasks, finding out what makes movies 'spooky'.



MESH NEWS

RISE Programme
As part of the Esperance SHS Whole School Literacy Initiative, we have developed RISE, our additional Literacy 
Intervention Programme. RISE provides a short-term and intensive focus on reading and writing, with the aim to support 
student learning across all curriculum areas. The programme uses an evidence based Direct Explicit Instruction method 
and focuses on Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Vocabulary, Comprehension and essential Writing skills.

Thank you to all our RISE students for a fantastic start to the year. They have followed the ‘Learning at ESHS’ guidelines by 
demonstrating maturity, achieving challenging targets and maintaining high expectations of themselves. Because of this, 
students got to celebrate by participating in a free activity lesson. Students used their collaborative and critical thinking 
skills in many challenges including Lego vehicles, Stack Attack and tower building.

It has been wonderful to see students engaging in their lessons and cooperating with others. I am looking forward to a 
productive and positive year ahead!

Mrs Sally McLaren

As you can no doubt glean from the above vignettes, it’s been an exciting and energetic time here in the English 
Department. We hope this momentum continues as we roll into the second half of the term. A few final reminders for 
parents and students to support your child’s learning in English:

1.   Viewing Notice has been posted to Connect (and distributed in 
     class) - please read carefully
2.   Pathway Letters for Year 9 and Year 10 - explain the Pathway 
      conditions/expectations
3.   Connect - check Connect regularly for any missed content or 
      assessment reminders/information
4.   Revise Online - subscribed for Year 11 and 12 ATAR students
5.   Attend every day - regular attendance is critical to success 
6.   Reading for pleasure - an indicator of English success can be 
     measured by the number of books a student reads… 

So, read regularly!
Here’s to a prosperous and productive 2023. 

Mr Jamie Pearce - Head of Department, English



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

HOME ECONOMICS
CHILDREN, FAMILY AND COMMUNITY
Year 11 and 12 students enrolled in the Children, Family and Community course 
have started their current task with a guest speaker, visiting from Centrecare.

Julie Hawke provided information and resources on the services and programs 
offered to the Esperance Community through her role at Centrecare. The 
students also participated in a role play looking at several case studies and 
how the needs of each scenario could be supported.

Mrs Natalie Myers - Teacher-in-Charge, Home Economics

Year 11 CFC students, Mia Leeming and 
Jayme Ammon, displaying resources from 

guest speaker Julie Hawke.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HPE)
Carnivals are back and running this year!

Our first event is the Year 7 and 8 Swimming Carnival on Friday 10th March. 
We encourage all Year 7 and 8 students to attend. Notes were handed out 
in Phys Ed classes in Week 4. If your child does not have a signed note, they 
will attend school as per usual. Year 9 to 12 students who would like to swim 
for Champion Boy/Girl are invited to attend the day also.

In Week 9 on Friday 31st March, Esperance SHS will host the inaugural Rugby 
Touch 7’s competition.  Teams will consist of a Year 7 and 8 team, Year 9 and 
10 team, and a Year 11 and 12 team who will compete against Wongutha 
CAPS and the Esperance Anglican Community School.

On the last day of Term 1, the school will hold the Athletics Carnival. This is a 
whole school event and students are encouraged to dress up in their faction 
colours and participate in as many events as possible. We welcome parents  
to spectate at our carnivals.

Please be aware that if not already, Phys Ed shirts will be available at 
Esperance Sports Power. In Year 7 to 10, students are required to wear their 
Phys Ed shirt while in their Phys Ed class. If you still have not been able to 
purchase one, please send your child with a spare shirt for Phys Ed on their 
days.

Mr Brett Landers - Head of Department, Health and Physical Education

Photographs of our last Swimming and 
Athletics Carnivals in 2021.



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

THE ARTS
Welcome Mrs Schubert and Mr Holland!

2023 brings with it two new teachers to the Esperance SHS Arts Department.  

Mrs Schubert comes from Kalgoorlie Boulder Community High School and is taking on 
the challenge of lower school Visual and Performing Arts as well as ATAR Visual Art. 
She has 14 years of experience teaching Visual Art in secondary schools and brings 
with her a wealth of creative ideas and fun!

Mr Holland will be well known by our Castletown alumni. While he is still based 
at Castletown PS Monday to Thursday, he has come on board to run our Clarinet 
Instrumental lessons as well as lead our Concert Band. We are all excited to have his 
expertise in these areas and are looking forward to a fun and challenging year ahead.

If you see either Mrs Schubert or Mr Holland around school, please make them feel 
welcome.

Mrs Sarah Watchorn - Teacher-in-Charge, The Arts

New Art teacher Mrs Schubert and 
Year 8 student Kasey Walsh.

CAREER PRACTITIONER
Hello everyone and welcome back to 2023! What a busy year we will have, with lots going on for Career Engagement 
across every year group. Starting in Year 9 we will have lots of Career Taster events where students will get to explore 
many different industries and become career curious. Exposure to numerous industries is so important in Year 9 to allow 
students to make informed decisions about subject selections and possible career interests. These events will start in 
Term 2, so make sure you are keeping a look out in the notices and Connect so you don’t miss out. My advice would be 
to have your child sign up to try as many as they can.

Year 10 students will have a very busy year; we have locked in Work Experience dates where each Year 10 student will 
have the opportunity to go out for a week in an area they are interested in. This will run in HASS classes, and I will be 
coming to each class 3 weeks before they are due to go out to help with planning and paperwork. It would be a good 
idea to start having conversations with your child now to think about where they may want to go. This will streamline 
the process when I come to their classes. If they are not sure, not to worry that’s where I can help!

I am in the planning stages of a Year 10 Careers Camp which will be offered to Pathway 1 students, details of this will 
come shortly once buses and accommodation have been confirmed. This will run in Term 2, Week 4. Year 10 is also an 
important year for choosing a pathway in upper school and learning what is required to achieve WACE and therefore 
graduate. I will also be coming to classes to explain this process and give students all the information they will need to 
make informed decisions in Term 3.

Another focus of mine is the Year 12 Cohort and helping students decide and 
apply for anything they are wanting to do when they leave school. I spoke to 
students at their year assembly explaining the importance that they keep a 
look out in the daily notices and Connect for messages from me about what 
is coming up. I have put up a Connect notice with the University Open Days 
that are coming up in March and April. Another important session coming 
up is a TISC (Tertiary Institutions Services Centre, WA) online information 
session on the 15th of March. TISC is where students who are wishing to 
go to University apply, allowing them to apply to any number of the five  
Universities and rank their choices. Applications on TISC will open on the 1st 
of May.

If you have any questions, concerns or would like any guidance, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. I am more than 
happy to help or answer any questions you may have. 

Mrs Lydia Ryan - Career Practitioner

Meadow French participating in Career 
Tasters last year.



ACTIVITY ARTICLES

SCHOOL LIBRARY
Welcome to the start of an exciting new year, filled with opportunities to 
enjoy relaxing reading! Our library continues to invest heavily in reading 
material, with over 500 new fiction books being added to our collection each 
year.

We encourage all students to read at home every day. There is plenty of 
evidence to show the numerous benefits that come from reading, including 
improved academic performance. An achievable goal is to try and read 
for 30 minutes four times per week. We’d like all students in Year 7 to work 
towards this goal. 

Students in Year 7 can collect parent/guardian signatures in their Planners on 
the Home Reading Record pages of their Planners!

Mrs Hillary Duffy - School Librarian

Nash Parker and Pippa Major enjoying our 
wonderful Library facilities!

STUDENT HEALTH

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST
THE POWER OF GRATITUDE
Hello families and Esperance community, for those of you who don't 
know me, I work at Esperance SHS as a part of the School Psychology 
Service, and each newsletter I'll be providing a bit of bite-sized content 
for you to enjoy about maintaining wellbeing. Today let’s talk about 
gratitude!

What does it mean to be grateful, and why should we be focusing 
on this?  The dictionary definition of gratitude is "the quality of being 
thankful; readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness". 
Research into positive psychology has shown that gratitude helps us 
feel more positive emotions more often, improves our physical and 
mental health, helps us tackle challenges with resilience and improves 
our relationships. The human brain is wired to automatically pay attention to things that might cause us stress or worry, 
but research into neuroplasticity (the changing nature of the human brain) has shown that practicing an 'attitude of 
gratitude' can re-wire our brains to be better able to cope with worry and manage stress.

So how can we develop an attitude of gratitude? Some ideas could include taking 
the time every day to note three things you're grateful for, creating a gratitude 
jar, a gratitude journal or even just telling (or showing) someone how much you 
appreciate them. You could incorporate this into a daily routine, for example with 
your cup of coffee in the morning or around the dinner table.

The power of gratitude is an incredible thing, and even by taking a few minutes 
every day to be thankful for what and who we have in our lives we’re rewiring our 
brains to be happier, healthier, and more connected human beings. 

Miss Katie Somerville - School Psychologist



YEAR GROUP REPORTS

YEAR 7

Term 1 So Far!
Year 7 students have settled in well, getting to know their teachers, their way around the school and classroom 
expectations. This term we kicked off Week 1 with a Scavenger Hunt around the school, and a fun game of Capture the 
Flag on Friday led by our Faction Captains.

Week 3 and 4 seen Year 7 students getting their computer network access, learning how to use Connect, completing a 
NAPLAN practice test and obtaining their Bunsen Burner Licence's in Science.

Positive Behaviour
Many Year 7 students have already been awarded Faction Points and Mini Merits 
for their positive attitude and behaviour both in class and during break times 
which is great to see. This week I will be drawing the Mini Merit Raffle during our 
year meeting. Students can also claim a prize from Student Services once they 
have collected 10 Mini Merits from any subject.

Upcoming Events for Year 7
Week 6 - Fotoworks (School Photos) - Tuesday & Wednesday
Week 6 - Swimming Carnival - Friday
Week 7 - Y7 NAPLAN Testing - Wednesday to Friday
Week 8 - Y7 NAPLAN Testing - Monday

If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please don’t hesitate to get in touch on 9071 9555 or
cara.gurney@education.wa.edu.au.

Mrs Cara Gurney - Year 7 Coordinator

Fun with New Friends (L-R): Ebony Reynolds, Pippa Major, Scarlet Pugh, Harley Bingham, Ainn Permito, Vaughn Bow, Jett 
Broadbent, Taite Bowers, Amirah Cook, Molly Dickerson, Kira-Lee Blacker and Keira Bell.

Working Hard with a Smile (L-R): Bon Scerri, Nowell Lourens, Chloe Holt, 
Chloe Sinagra and Lummell Harris.



YEAR GROUP REPORTS

YEAR 9
Welcome to the 2023 school year for parents, carers and our Year 9 students. 

My name is Aogan McCallion and I have returned to Esperance SHS after teaching in Perth for the previous two years. 
I am very excited about being back in Esperance and am looking forward to getting to know the students and families 
in the Year 9 cohort.

Year 9 is an important year transitioning from lower to upper school, and working out what options and subjects excite 
students before having more selection and choice in Year 10.

Congratulations to all students who put their names forward to be Student Councillors for 2023, and in particular the 
successful candidates Rohan Brennan, Neela Marshman, Demi Hunter and Hamish Linden.

The recent year group assembly discussed upcoming opportunities at school for lunchtime basketball competitions, 
football tipping competitions and raffles for students who have worked hard and been rewarded with Mini Merits at 
school.

I look forward to continuing to work with you all and if you have any questions, concerns or queries please feel free to 
contact me at aogan.mccallion@education.wa.edu.au

Mr Aogan McCallion - Year 9 Coordinator

YEAR 8
A big welcome back to all the parents and carers who were with us last year, and welcome aboard to the parents and 
carers whose children are new to Esperance SHS. My name is Tim O’Farrell, and I’m the Year 8 Coordinator for 2023. I’m 
looking forward to working with you and your children throughout the year.

I would like to congratulate all the hard-working Year 8 students for the positive start to the year. I have been impressed 
with the regular school attendance and growth mindset that students have brought with them to school. It has been 
rewarding to see students displaying strong leadership, kindness and collaboration in creating a safe school for everyone. 
Let’s all work together to support one another throughout the 2023 school year.

I would like to wish you and your child all the best for the 2023 year. If you have any questions or concerns about your 
child’s schooling, please don’t hesitate to get in contact on 9071 9555 or at timothy.ofarrell@education.wa.edu.au.

Mr Timothy O'Farrell - Year 8 Coordinator

YEAR 10
Welcome to the 2023 school year for the parents and carers of our Year 10 students.

This year I have the privilege of being the Year 10 Coordinator. For those of you I haven’t met, I’m a former student of the 
school and graduated in 2012. I’ve found my way back to Esperance, unable to resist the amazing beaches and Ports 
Football Club. I’ve been a Health and Physical Education teacher for four years, previously teaching up north in a town 
called Pannawonica. This is my first time stepping into a Year Coordinator position and I’m very excited to work with you 
and the students this year. An important aspect of my role as the Year Coordinator is I will be attending to your child’s 
academic and social well-being. I am a member of the school’s Student Services team, where our aim is to maximise 
the opportunities for students to reach the top of their potential.

In our most recent year meeting, Lydia Ryan our Career Practitioner spoke about the process of option selections for Year 
11, Workplace Learning, and the opportunity for aspiring students to attend a University camp. More will be communicated 
about how this works, but for now it would great to start the conversation with your child at home to see what they are 
thinking about. We also talked about the importance of taking the opportunities the school offers, and with the Athletics 
Carnival returning this year, it would be great to see as many Year 10 students dressed up in their colours. It’s aimed at 
being a fun and engaging event, but still giving students the opportunity to be competitive.

I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate our Student Councillors for 2023. Well done to Keenan Rymer, 
Rhiannon Willis, Angie Harris, Layla Schultz and Jordan Emsley.

Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss any matter relating to your child’s schooling and/or well-being. You can 
contact me at the school on 9071 9555 or by email at taylor.geracitano-smith2@education.wa.edu.au.

Mr Taylor Geracitano-Smith - Year 10 Coordinator



YEAR GROUP REPORTS

YEAR 12
With General, ATAR, and Certificate classes all in full swing, 
Term 1 is off and racing for Year 12 students. They are all 
looking flash in their Leavers Jackets and have been 
doing a wonderful job as the leaders of the school. With 
a big year of academic achievements to look forward 
to, and the School Ball coming up quickly, I am positive 
that 2023 will be a year they will all remember fondly. 

If you have any concerns or queries please feel free to 
contact me at courtney.saffron@education.wa.edu.au.

Mrs Courtney Saffron - Year 12 Coordinator

YEAR 11
Welcome to the 2023 school year. As we approach the middle of Term 1, it’s great to see that most students have settled 
back into the routine of school life and the huge adjustment that is upper school.

Year 11 Coordinator and Support
This year I have the privilege of continuing the role of Year Coordinator as the Year 11 students transition into their senior 
schooling. The best way to keep updated with things happening at school is by checking the Esperance Senior High 
School Connect page. A key aspect of my role as a Year Coordinator is attending to your child’s social well-being. Please 
be sure to contact the school or myself if situations arise that are going to impact on your child’s education and/or well-
being. For example, if parents and carers could notify me if their child is eligible for special examination arrangements. 
Provisions can be made that will assist candidates who have a permanent or temporary disability to demonstrate their 
knowledge, understanding and skills in the external examinations. These disabilities include physical disabilities (e.g. 
multiple sclerosis), illness (e.g. diabetes, chronic fatigue syndrome), vision impairment, hearing impairment, fine motor 
disability, specific learning disability, psychological/neurological disability and/or ADD/ADHD. Arrangements that may 
be granted include extra reading time, extra working time, non-working (rest) time, specialised equipment (e.g. desks, 
chairs, magnifying aids etc.), food and extra drink, special instructions in writing, use of a scribe, use of a computer, paper 
modification (e.g. coloured, in braille, enlarged etc.) and/or alternative format for a practical exam.

Some other key people that students can seek help and guidance from this year are: 
Upper School Deputy: Mr Ken Duffy
VET Coordinator: Mrs Cynnamon Harper 
Workplace Learning Coordinator: Mrs Molly Zanker 
Career Practitioner: Mrs Lydia Ryan 
School Chaplain: Ms Roslyn Woodhouse 
Engagement and Participation: Mr Les Crawley and Ms Sharon Henning 

OLNA (Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment)
Students who did not sit or didn’t pass OLNA last year will have another two attempts to pass this year. It is now a 
requirement of secondary graduation (WACE) that students pass each component (Writing, Reading and Numeracy) by 
the end of Year 12. OLNA started this week and will continue into Week 6 and 7.

Upper School Assessment Policy
Earlier this term I handed out to Year 11 students an Upper School Assessment Policy sheet that needed to be returned 
to me, signed by both the parent and student. The Upper School Assessment Policy contains information relating to 
WACE requirements and consequences for Year 11/12 students who do not meet deadlines for assessment work, this can 
be found on the Year 11 Connect page, or hardcopies can be found from the HPE office. Thank you to the parents and 
students who have already returned this.

I would like to wish you and your child all the best for the 2023 year. If you have any concerns or issues regarding your 
child’s schooling, please contact me on 9071 9555 or by emailing kerryn.plecas@education.wa.edu.au.

Mrs Kerryn Plecas - Year 11 Coordinator

2023 Leavers Jackets (L-R): Jessica Suttar and Stevie Smart.


