ESPERANCE

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

PROSPECTUS

A STRONG COMMUNITY, CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONAL EXCELLENCE

WELCOME FROM

THE

PRINCIPAL

At Esperance Senior High School, we offer your child a first-class education in a rural
community. Our students continually demonstrate their capacity to match the achievements
of students in large regional centres and in the metropolitan area. Founded in 1966, the
school has a strong and proud tradition of academic, vocational, cultural and sporting
excellence and a breadth of programs to meet a variety of student interests and pathways.
From year 8 through to year 12, our students have access to a wide range of programs
to meet their learning needs. We have a strong pastoral care support team, a variety
of specialist teachers and support staff, state-of-the-art facilities, and a choice for
our upper school students of a university-bound pathway or an extensive vocational
education and training pathway, in partnership with our on-campus training provider.
Our pastoral care system is embedded in the service we provide. An extensive Student Services
team plays a major role in the emotional, social, moral and spiritual well-being of all our students.
Our experienced, enthusiastic and friendly staff encourage students to achieve their
best at all times. They strongly reinforce the school’s expectations and values of:
Achievement, Collaboration, Engagement, 21st Century Learning, Integrity,
Respect and Responsibility. These values form the foundation of the school’s
living vision: A strong community, creating opportunities for personal excellence.
Your child can reap the benefit of our school’s
education for students. With its strong focus
education, sporting excellence and personal and
can help your child experience a happy and

Ms. Cathy Bamblett
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emphasis on providing a holistic
on academia, culture, vocational
career development, our school
successful secondary education.

“We are very proud of

for their contributions
as responsible and caring
young citizens.”
- Cathy Bamblett
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OUR

COMMUNITY

Esperance Senior High School (ESHS) offers an educational setting like no other; a
chance for students to experience the safety and community spirit of a small town
environment, whilst providing an opportunity for the pursuit of excellence through
a quality education.
The campus itself is nestled within a tranquil bush setting, yet it is only minutes from the
thriving town centre. It is divided into several exciting learning areas, including a Junior Campus
and a Senior Campus, to cater for the range of different age groups and learning opportunities.

This rural setting allows the incorporation of an active, four
hectare, agricultural demonstration block, where students
can access practical learning experiences. ESHS also has
a fully commercial, 800 hectare, operating farm, located
35 kilometres from town. Our Farm Training Centre is
part of the Western Australian College of Agriculture.
Students can undertake agricultural traineeships whilst
still at school, giving them vital industry experience.

Our Junior Campus provides an easier transition to high
school and a more personalised learning experience
for year 8 and 9 students, including year 7s from 2015
onwards. It has up-to-date information, communication
and technology (ICT) facilities within classrooms,
several indoor common areas for peer classes to work
together, and a large, landscaped, outdoor seating area
where students can interact safely and supportively.

The Senior Campus provides a wealth of opportunities
for a variety of students, with a comprehensive learning
program that ensures they do not have to leave their
families or supportive local community in order to
achieve their goals. Expert and highly experienced staff
willingly assist students to pursue either a university
entrance pathway or a vocational education and training
(VET) pathway for their post-secondary career options.

3

Our VET sector provides valuable training opportunities, enabling
a more productive workforce, and has industry standard facilities
such as our newly built Trades Training Centre. This is strengthened
through the existence of the partnerships the school has,
particularly with the Esperance Community Education Campus
(ECEC). The ECEC is made up of the High School, the Esperance
Senior High School Education Support Centre, the Esperance
Residential College and the Goldfields Institute of Technology.

Inclusivity, respect and cooperation abound at ESHS, as
demonstrated through the strong partnership with the
Education Support Centre, where students are encouraged
to participate in mainstream classes. This collaboration
promotes tolerance for all and appreciation of diversity.

Adjacent to our campus is our beautifully
refurbished 110 bed Esperance Residential College,
providing a fun and engaging ‘home away from home’
for boarding students. The friendly College staff
provide a busy and extensive program of activities,
ensuring students’ ‘home’ time is a relaxing and
enjoyable space where lifelong friendships are
forged. Individual bedrooms provide privacy and
a quiet, effective place for allocated study time.

Our community is defined by the support we receive from our
local businesses, whether providing work experience, workplace
learning, traineeships or sponsorship for school camps, sporting
events or overseas trips. In return, our students consistently prove
themselves to be excellent ambassadors for our school and our town.
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ESHS Student, 1985 - 1989
Rhodes Scholar, 1996
Lecturer in Civil Engineering, Oxford University
d as, if
“I have always felt that my educational upbringing was as goo
m any
not better, than any other student or colleague I have met fro
n go od
other country around the world, and it has always held me i
life.”
stead as I strive to achieve the best on the world stage and in
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ACHIEVEMENT

ACHIEVEMENT
student achievement. Your child will benefit from this culture of high
standards across the school, which encourages students to strive for
excellence and achieve their personal best.

INTEGRITY

There are numerous examples of excellent student achievement across the school. For
example, students have consistently excelled in the year 12 Western Australian Certificate
of Education (WACE) exams and VET courses; at the national level for fashion, agriculture
and the Tournament of Minds critical and creative thinking competition; in history,
geography, mathematics, science and writing competitions; in interschool sporting events;
and in the creative areas of design, photography and the arts.

21st CENTURY
LEARNING

The breadth and depth of student and staff talent in this school is much cause for celebration.
This contributes to a vibrant and dynamic school culture in which many opportunities are
made available to students within a safe and supportive learning environment.

ENGAGEMENT

Every student has talent. We wish to develop
the talents and passions your child has across
the academic, cultural, vocational, social and
sporting programs on offer at this school. We
understand that children need a nurturing and safe
environment in order to flourish, whether they are
in a gifted and talented program or require some
specialised support.

COLLABORATION

Our school has a long and outstanding tradition of exemplary and diverse

RESPECT
RESPONSIBILITY

We are very proud of our
students and their achievements,
both within school and when
students are ambassadors for
Esperance on the local, state,
national or international stage.
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ACHIEVEMENT

COLLABORATION
ENGAGEMENT
21st CENTURY
LEARNING

This school has a long and proud tradition of working collaboratively, both
within the school and across the local community. Collaboration allows
students and staff to experience working together as a team, to build
positive relationships, to cooperate on projects and to establish positive
partnerships in the community. Together, we can accomplish great things!

Within our school, there is a clear sense of students
working together successfully within and across year
groups. The student councillors, faction captains and
upper school peer mentors provide great leadership
and role models for younger students. Collaboration
between our students and Education Support students
is another strong example of this.

Teachers also demonstrate strong collaboration within and across faculty areas to enhance
the learning opportunities and extra curricular activities offered to students.
Collaboration is strengthened through our alliance with the Esperance Community
Education Campus. The ECEC offers a multi-campus approach to the VET courses provided,
enabling students to graduate with both a Western Australian Certificate of Education and
a nationally recognised VET qualification.

RESPECT

INTEGRITY

COLLABORATION

RESPONSIBILITY

Strong links exist between our school, the local
community and Esperance businesses. Over
140 local businesses provide work placement
and impart their expertise to year 10, 11 and
12 students. This extends the existing rich
learning experiences beyond the classroom.
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Together we can do so much.”
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“Tell me and I will forget.
Show me and I will learn.
Involve me and I will understand.””
-Teton Siouz
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ACHIEVEMENT

When students find learning fun, they are engaged, challenged and rewarded
with a sense of achievement. We want our students to enjoy their learning
experiences while at our school, contribute positively to the school and
society, and act as responsible, local and global citizens.

COLLABORATION

ENGAGEMENT

ENGAGEMENT
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RESPONSIBILITY

This positive environment ensures that teaching
and learning at Esperance Senior High School
remain engaging, motivating, rewarding and fun!

RESPECT

We want your child to explore, discover and
follow their interests. The school provides many
programs and support services to enable students
to set learning and career goals and take positive
steps to achieve them.

INTEGRITY

Staff regularly engage in research-based professional learning, to constantly improve teaching
and learning across the school. For example, classroom practices such as cooperative learning,
integration of ICT into lessons and the provision of timely and rich feedback combine to
create a safe and productive learning environment.

21st CENTURY
LEARNING

Our experienced and dedicated
teachers have specialist knowledge and
are passionate about their teaching.
They understand that engagement
adds value to students’ learning
experiences in every classroom and
across a range of extra curricular
activities. This encourages critical and
creative thinking, academic challenge
and curiosity to help our students
become confident, lifelong learners.

ACHIEVEMENT
COLLABORATION
ENGAGEMENT

21st CENTURY
LEARNING
INTEGRITY
RESPECT
RESPONSIBILITY

21ST CENTURY

LEARNING

21st

century skills include communication, collaboration, teamwork,
integrity, critical and creative thinking, and finding and solving problems,
which help to achieve common goals and address local and global issues.

Teachers provide numerous opportunities for students
to develop critical thinking, creativity and the skills of
inquiry, research and enterprise. Students continue to
excel at state and national competitions and within
the classroom, thus demonstrating their capacity for
thriving in the modern world.

We provide the tools for successful living and working in the 21st century. We have
high quality information, communication and technology (ICT) infrastructure across
the school, and industry standard facilities in areas like the Trades Training Centre, the
commercial kitchen, science rooms, and media and photography laboratories.

Given the digital world that surrounds us, there is a
strong emphasis on working safely and responsibly
within our school. Online safety is an important area
that students need to understand and be able to apply.
We teach our students to demonstrate an ethical
and lawful approach to issues like copyright, using
ICT in a socially responsible manner and responding
appropriately to cyber bullying.

With emphasis on 21st century ways of learning,
students have the foundations to become successful,
lifelong learners.
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“We need to replicate in
- Anonymous
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“Success follows those
who champion a cause
- George Alexiou
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ACHIEVEMENT

At Esperance Senior High School, we strongly endorse integrity as a very

We support students to develop a strong sense of civic duty, make sound moral and ethical
judgements, show tolerance in everything they do, act genuinely and honestly, and value
fairness and social justice for all.

RESPONSIBILITY

Our students demonstrate strong values
of care, compassion and integrity values that are consistently upheld and
reinforced throughout the school.

RESPECT

As positive global citizens, students are demonstrating integrity when they care for the
environment and promote actions to ensure sustainable practices. The Bush Rangers Cadets,
Emergency Services Cadets, and the water wise, recycling and solar panel programs are
examples of this.

INTEGRITY

Students demonstrate integrity in action in a variety of ways at this school. Student
Councillors, peer mentors and those who help others in need are all outstanding role models
for other students.

21st CENTURY
LEARNING

We value our students being trustworthy, honest
and sincere. We encourage them to listen to their
conscience and do the right thing by themselves
and others. Acting with integrity promotes selfrespect, a genuine consideration for others and a
peaceful heart.

ENGAGEMENT

worthy value to live by and guide us through life. We encourage our students
to be worthy citizens in a modern, global world, to be outstanding young
adults and act as positive role models and active citizens in their school
and wider community.

COLLABORATION

INTEGRITY
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ACHIEVEMENT
COLLABORATION
ENGAGEMENT
21st CENTURY
LEARNING
INTEGRITY

RESPECT
RESPONSIBILITY

RESPECT
We value respect highly and encourage students to respect self, others and
the environment. We show respect by speaking and acting courteously,
by treating ourselves and others with dignity, by honouring the rules of
the nation, our community and the school, and by caring for the local and
global environment in a sustainable manner.

We value your child’s unique talents and encourage
him or her to develop self-respect and a strong sense
of self-worth. Young people who respect and care for
themselves are invariably more confident and resilient
within themselves, which leads to their being more
successful learners. When individuals have selfrespect, others will respect them.

Living in a remote country town like Esperance, it is important to foster a strong sense
of community. Our students are encouraged to respect and care for others. Students learn
to understand and model tolerance and inclusion. There are a number of opportunities
for students to demonstrate care and respect for others, for example, through the Student
Council, the peer mentoring program, the integration of special needs students and by being
kind and helpful to each other.
We respect the local and global
environment and embrace the beautiful,
natural surrounds of Esperance. Students
contribute to this through such activities
as employing sustainable practices on the
school farm and agricultural demonstration
block, working as Bush Rangers or
Emergency Services Cadets, and through
volunteer work in the community.

Our students represent the school as ambassadors for Esperance on numerous tours and
excursions and are renowned for their positive qualities of caring and respect.
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“Your students are so well
behaved and polite, and conduct
themselves in an adult manner.”
West Beach Lagoon
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ACHIEVEMENT

In

order for students to become outstanding young adults, they need to
practise taking responsibility for their own learning, behaviour and actions.

COLLABORATION

RESPONSIBILITY

Esperance Senior High School students are
expected to arrive at school organised, equipped
and ready to learn. During lessons, students
are encouraged to display the collective
responsibility of actively participating, working
productively and being accountable for their
own learning and actions.

ENGAGEMENT

With the support of a dedicated pastoral care
team, we encourage students to acknowledge
their actions, learn from their mistakes, be
willing to make amends, and make smart
choices.

21st CENTURY
LEARNING
INTEGRITY

There are many examples across the school of
our students being responsible young citizens.
Students have a variety of opportunities
to develop and demonstrate responsibility
through: the Student Council; sport; cultural
events; classroom activities; camps and
excursions; being positive role models for
others; acting as ambassadors for Esperance
locally, interstate or overseas; and while on
workplacement or work experience in the
community.

RESPECT

Such wide-ranging opportunities enable our students to forge strong friendships, develop
positive attitudes and practise the skills to become responsible and accountable young people
now and into the future.
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RESPONSIBILITY

The school’s behaviour management policy of restorative justice is an excellent blueprint for
students demonstrating responsibility for their own learning and actions. Restorative justice
enables students dealing with issues to work collaboratively, understand others’ perspectives
and take responsibility for resolving conflicts. It is a powerful form of conflict resolution.
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