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Special dates 
to remember

Sunday 27th August 
TOM Regional Finals

   
Monday 28th August - Friday 1st 

September
Year 10 Careers Camp

Monday 4th September - Friday 
15th September 

OLNA exams

Sunday 10th September
TOM State Finals

Tuesday 19th September
Year 12 Assembly

Friday 22nd September
Last day for Year 12 VET students

Term 3 ends

Wednesday 4th October - Friday 
13th October
Year 12 exams

Monday 9th October
Term 4 commences for students and 

staff

Monday 9th October - Thursday 
19th October
Year 11 exams

Friday 20th October
School Development Day
(Students do not attend)

 Esperance Show

Monday 23rd October
Year 11 into Year 12 ATAR courses 

start

Friday 27th October - Friday 3rd 
November

Year 10 exams

Monday 30th October
Year 12 ATAR exams start

Week 6, Term 3 2017

ESPERANCE GIRLS ACADEMY
The Esperance Girls Academy students attended their fi rst ever 
Girls Academy Showcase in Perth on Tuesday and Wednesday 
the 14th and 15th August.

The Showcase is an annual 
event where students from 
the Ricky Grace Girls 
Academies  across WA 
come together for a variety 
of cultural, team building, 
career and adventure 
activities, cultimating in a 
basketball carnival.

The Esperance Girls 
Academy students were 
outstanding in all respects: 
participation, behaviour, 
sportsmanship and competitiveness. The girls excelled in the 
basketball competition, reaching the fi nals of the B grade division, 
a fantastic achievement for their fi rst ever participation in the  
Showcase. The determination of the girls in the fi nals match was 
a tribute to their 'never say die' attitude, and they were gracious 
in defeat towards the Clontarf Girls Academy. Well done to all the 
girls, year 10 student Juanita Callow who was chosen from all 120 
girls present to be the 'EmCee' at the offi cial presentations, and 
the staff, Anna Bonney, Michelle de Lacy and Julie Hawke, for 
providing such a great experience for the girls.

The students involved were Juanita Callow, Nicolie Thomas, Jean 
Winmar, Whitney Thorne, Anna Williams, Tiahnee Penny, Zaleema 
Bourne, Anouska Graham, Marrisa Thorne and Jeliaha Councillor. 

Back L to R: Michelle de Lacy, Juanita Callow, 
Whitney Thorne, Anna Bonney, Nicolie 
Thomas, Marissa Thorne, Julie Hawke

Front L to R: Anna Williams Zaleema Bourne, 
Anouska Graham, Jean Winmar



YEAR 10 VET CONFERENCE
The Vocational Education and Training (VET) Conference was held at the Civic Centre on 
Wednesday, August 16. The purpose of the Conference is to help prepare those of our year 10 
students who aspire to study one of the school’s VET courses when they are in Upper School.  
The intention is to provide the students with an overview of the VET courses, an outline of how that works 
from the school’s point of view, and an understanding of employers’ expectations when the students 
are in the work place. Having a format where the students meet with industry people in small groups 
also seems to help in creating a situation where the students are more comfortable in asking questions. 

Having the students hear this information from people within the industry gives the message a lot more 
credence and this year we were very fortunate to have 33 business people volunteer their time in order 
to attend.  We are most grateful to the local community for such great support.

I have no doubt that all the year 10 students who attended benefi ted from the opportunity to speak with 
these business people, as well as the ex-students and the current year 12 students who also attended.
 
Hopefully getting the message from the 'horse’s mouth' will help the students to make good pathway 
and subject choices as they enter upper school.
From Geoff Poole - Youth Education Offi cer

EXCHANGE PROGRAM TO ILE DE RÉ AND LA RÉUNION
During the month of July, two ESHS French students travelled to Esperance's twin town, Saint Martin 
de Ré, on Ile de Ré. Year 10 students,  Mick Oxley and Liam Harris, gained much from the exchange 
while living with their host families on the island and experiencing some Paris culture towards the end 
of their visit. During this same time, year 10 student, Hudson Staer, was on exchange to La Réunion, 
which he too, thoroughly enjoyed. Needless to say, the boys' French language abilities improved greatly 
as a result of these exchanges.

A huge thank you to the Shire of Esperance and the Esperance Lions Club who once again sponsored 
the Ile de Ré - Esperance twin town exchange program.

Below is an account of Mick's experiences.
This July was much different for me than any other. During this month, I participated in the Esperance 
Twin Town exchange program. This program runs every two years and allows Esperance students 
to head to France on the island of Ile de Ré. For a month I lived with a French family. The parents 
were both vets and they have three sons in high school. A former German exchange student lives 
with them during European summer holidays as well. We had a late French breakfast every day 
(muesli with chocolate pieces), lunch (meat and salad), and a very late dinner (9pm!), which always 
concluded with the cheese platter being handed around. 

During my time in France I had surfi ng lessons and 
visited almost every tourist attraction on the island, 
hung out with my exchange family’s friends, and went 
on organised trips with the other exchange students, 
Liam Harris and Dana Sharpe. But the exchange wasn’t 
all holidays. I still had to speak and listen in French and 
give a presentation at the Shire offi ce. The last week 
was spent in Paris, being a proper tourist, viewing all 
the attractions and trying out new foods. In all, I had 
a wonderful time in France and I would recommend 
this trip to anybody who loves learning French and 
experiencing different cultures.
From Mick Oxley - year 10 student

Year 10 French Exchange students L-R:
Hudson Staer, Liam Harris and Mick Oxley



GREAT SOUTHERN SURFING COMPETITION
Congratulations to Cooper Davies, Lewis Fitzpatrick, Harper Andrews, Joe Fitzpatrick and Darcy Cull 
for their excellent performances at the recently held Great Southern Surfing and Bodyboarding Titles in 
Albany. The students performed exceptionally well as the following results indicate.

Joe and Lewis Fitzpatrick won the Senior Boys Surfing Title, and Lewis Fitzpatrick and Harper Andrews 
won the Junior Surfing Title for the Great Southern region. Cooper Davies and Darcy Cull were runners-
up in the Senior Boys Body Boarding division. Esperance SHS came 2nd overall, with Albany SHS 1st, 
EACS 3rd and Great Southern Grammer 4th. 

Well done, students and thank you to Mr Snow, Mr Fitzpatrick and Mr Smyth for organising and/or 
supporting the students in this competition. Good luck to Joe and Lewis who are competing in the State 
finals in Perth on Friday. 

VET STUDENTS NOMINATED FOR SCHOOL CURRICULUM AND STANDARDS AWARDS
Each year the School Curriculum and Standards Authority presents awards to the top students across 
WA in the Year 12 Vocational Education and Training (VET) pathway and the ATAR (Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Rank) pathway.

For the ATAR stream, recipients of the top awards are selected on their  ATAR exam results in November.
Last year Annie Flood won a Certifi cate of Excellence in English and several students gained Certifi cates 
of Distinction and Merit based on their year 11 and 12 grades. 

For VET students, the process fi rstly involves nominations by teachers in the various industry areas 
and a written application by the nominated students. A panel of judges who have knowledge of the 
various VET courses, often teachers, shortlist the students for interviews.

Shortlisted students are then interviewed and the top student in each industry area is identifi ed for an 
award. Finally, from this fi nal selection, the overall Beazley Medal Winner is selected. The winners in all 
categories are notifi ed in January of the following year.

Last year, Automotive student, Tate Bertola, was a most deserving Beazley Medal: VET recipient 
and two other students, Abby Sanders-Andrews and Kayla Biddulph, were awarded Certifi cates of 
Excellence in Business and Community Services.

Congratulations to the following students for being nominated this year by their teachers as outstanding 
students in their fi elds:
 » Emmeshe Bracken - Business and Information Technology
 » Jasmine Grant - Business and Information Technology
 » Jacob Buckley - Building and Construction
 » Jai Wessling - Building and Construction
 » Trent McDonald - Automotive; Metals and Engineering
 » Brody Ogle - Automotive; Metals and Engineering

Joe Fitzpatrick in actionJJoe FiFit patri kick iin ac itionCooper Davies, Lewis Fitzpatrick, Harper Andrew,
 Joe Fitzpatrick, Darcy Cull



 » Keri Carolan - Hair and Beauty
 » Kate Johnston - Hair and Beauty
 » Jacqueline Galvez - Hospitality and Tourism
 » Briannah Ripp - Hospitality and Tourism
 » Maddie Vickers -  Community Activities

YEAR 7 SCIENCE FAIR
It was all hands-on deck on Tuesday for the annual year 7 Science Fair. 
Students have spent the last few months working hard on their projects, 
both in school and at home. The resulting product was phenomenal! 

Parents and staff alike commented that it was great to see the effort and 
determination that students had put into their projects.

Students from Esperance, Castletown, Nulsen and Our Lady Star of 
the Sea primary schools attended the fair and interacted with the year 7 
students, discussing the scientifi c method and thought processes behind 
their science activities.

One student remarked that she had butterfl ies and was very excited but a bit nervous! She also 
commented that this was going to be one of the best days of her life. It certainly lived up to it.

The winners were:
1st prize: Shelby Kennedy, Jess Lloyd, Zaleema Bourne
2nd prize: Raila Coxall, Elise Quinlivan, Lucia Ridgway, Arianah Bain
3rd prize: Rani Hotker, Joy Ferguson

All of us, and especially the year 6 students, are certainly looking 
forward to the opportunity to participate in the Science Fair next year!
From Paul Kruger - Head of Department, Science

ESPERANCE MUSIC FESTIVAL
The Esperance annual Music Festival was held last week at the Civic Centre.

Another year gone and another Festival has passed. It was great to see so many students from 
Esperance SHS performing this year. The improvement from their performances last year was very 
noticeable, drawing many compliments from audience members. It was also wonderful to have the 
Senior Band back in action this year after reforming towards the end of 2016, and they performed the 
best they have done …..so far.

The Junior Band and Guitar Ensemble once again shone and took out the highest place in their 
sections. Year 8 students, Ntokozo Mbangani (Percussion) and Sammy Ryan-Galloway (Guitar) also 
took out the awards for the highest points awarded to students on these instruments.  Miss Lemon did 
an amazing performance on Friday night to not only win her section but also take out the award for the 
Most Entertaining Item of the Festival.

Congratulations to all of the students who participated in this year’s festival.  You have done yourselves, 
your teachers and the school very proud.
Brad Oversby
HOLA – The Arts
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Cheylan Ensor and Elise Strautins

L to R: Ryan McBride, Blane Brown and 
Jaxon Gillis



BOOK WEEK IN THE LIBRARY
Book Week is promoted by the Children’s Book Council of Australia. The week 
celebrates the best of Australian children’s literature with awards to authors 
in different categories including: Children’s Book of the Year through to Older 
Readers. Our library always purchases the short-listed and winning books.
This year’s theme for Book Week was “Escape to Everywhere”. The library 
was decorated to refl ect this theme. Year seven and eight students made 
a postcard describing their favourite escape. The postcards were the main 
feature of our display.

Lunch time activities included crafts, quizzes and a writing competition. 
The main event was “The Great 
Escape”. Students worked in teams 
to solve clues or complete physical 
challenges in different locations 
around the school. The aim was to 
be the fi rst team back to the library. 
The winners were Ntokozo Mbangani and Bree Kerr.
Students also worked together with their form class to answer 
the “Book Week Form Quiz”. Form classes had a set of quiz 
questions to answer each day. Every member of the winning   
form class D02 received a 'goodie bag' as their prize.

TOURNAMENT OF MINDS (TOM)
The TOM Regional Finals is upon us again, being held at the Esperance Primary School on Sunday 
27th August. 

Thank you to Esperance Primary School for hosting this event. This year the high school has two teams 
in TOM. Parents, students and staff are most welcome to drop in during the day to observe the students 
in action, presenting their clever responses to the Six Weeks' Challenge to the judges and audience 
through a ten minute performance.

On competition day, the high school Social Sciences team will be on stage at 10:20am and the Language 
Literature team will be performing at 10:40am. 

Best of luck to the following students on Tournament Day:
SOCIAL SCIENCE YEAR LANGUAGE LITERATURE YEAR
Koden Cooper 7 Jack Hughes 7
Gabriella Botha 7 Sam Jefferies 7
Anthony Sims 8 Sammy Ryan-Gallaway 8
Livinia Florisson 8 Meg Barker 9
Olivia Kipling 9 Kalira Docherty 10
Keely Barter 10 Jesse Marshall 10
Chloe Hockley 10 Hudson Staer 10
Facilitators: Andrew Hackwell 
and Cathy Bamblett

Facilitators: Lois Saunders and Jazmin 
Parker

RESILIENCY - CYBER SAFETY PARENT WORKSHOP - FREE!
Escare is delighted, once again, to be hosting Kayelene Kerr, BA Justice Studies, Child Safety Advocate 
and Trainer from WA Child Safety Services, who will be presenting a FREE 2.5hr Cyber Safety Workshop 
for parents/carers and those working with young people or children.
 

Winners: Bree Kerr and 
Ntokozo Mbangani
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Book Week display



This workshop has been designed to help parents and carers teach their children how to safely navigate 
the online world. Given rapid changes in technology, this workshop will bring parents/carers up-to-date 
with what's happening in the cyber safety world. This session will be held on Monday 4th September 
from 6:30pm – 9:00pm at the Civic Centre Reception Room. In this day and age, this workshop is a 
must to attend, especially for parents to know the challenges students face on a daily basis and to  
understand how they can help their children stay safe in the cyber world.
 
People who have attended this workshop before have said: “What a fantastic, mind blowing workshop.  
It has really opened my mind and I will be making some serious changes in my house;” and “I am truly 
shocked with the age being so young.  It just goes to show that you need to start educating your children 
at an early age.”
 
Bookings are essential and you can do this by following the link on the fl yer attached or email 
natalie@escare.org.au.
Kind regards
Natalie Symonds - Escare Development Offi cer

PROTECTIVE BEHAVIOURS WORKSHOP FOR YEAR 7 AND 8 STUDENTS
During Kayelene's visit to Esperance, she will also be delivering a session to our year 7 and 8 students 
on the topic of protective behaviours, to help students stay safe and be aware of what are not acceptable 
physical, social or emotional attacks from others. Kayelene is an outstanding presenter who spoke to all 
the other year groups in the school on cyber safety during her visit in term 1.

THE SECRETS TO COMMUNICATING EFFECTIVELY WITH TEENAGE BOYS
If you want some tips or strategies to communicate effectively with teenage boys, then see an article  on 
this topic by Michael Grose at the end of this newsletter.

BULLYING - SOME TIPS FOR GIRLS
What if the girl bullying me is my friend?
With girls bullying, it is sometimes quite possible that the person bullying you is a friend or is part of your 
friendship or peer group.

This can make it diffi cult to deal with the bullying. It is important to remember that in a bullying situation, 
even if it is a group bullying you, there is usually one person driving the bullying.

This person usually encourages others in the group to join them in the bullying. They can even get 
others to do the bullying for them.

If you are being bullied by a friend or someone in your friendship group:
• Speak to someone you trust and talk through some ideas for dealing with the situation and to assess 

your friendship with this group.
• Think about your friendship with this group and especially the person who is creating the bullying 

situation. Good friends don’t bully their friends.

Ask yourself:
• Are these girls really my friends?
• Is there one girl creating the drama and the bullying?
• Are all the girls in the group involved?
• Are some of the girls joining in because they are being pressured or are afraid?
• Do you really want to be in this group or do you think you would be better off mixing with other people 

and fi nding other friends?
Excerpts from A Girl’s Education and Prevention Booklet – Bullying. So Not OK. A Supre Foundation 
and Headspace initiative from the Telethon Kids Institute.

If anyone needs any support to feel safe, please come and see us at Student Services.
From the Chaplain - Chris Blair



 

 
www.wachildsafetyservices.com 

1300 310 083   admin@caringcommunities.org.au  
 

WA Child Safety Services is a service arm of Caring Communities Inc. 

We offer a comprehensive suite of courses for your staff.   

We offer a comprehensive suite of courses for your staff.   

 

CYBER SAFETY 

Parent Workshop 

 

This workshop has been designed to help parents and carers teach 

 their children how to safely navigate the online world. 

 

SESSION OVERVIEW 
 

 An overview of the online world including current Australian statistics and trends, 
apps commonly used by children and young people and relevant age restrictions. 

 

 Specific information about online gaming, photo and video sharing, sexting/nudes, 
online grooming, pornography, inappropriate content and cyber bullying. 
 

 Information about protecting personal information online, digital footprint, digital 
reputation and the laws in Western Australia. 
 

 Information about parental controls and restrictions, balancing online time and 
establishing boundaries and expectations. 

 

      Presented by Kayelene Kerr  Dip(PublicSaf), AdvDip(PublicSaf), BA(Just)  
 

     Date    Monday 4th Sept 2017     Venue   Civic Centre 
     Time    6:30 - 9:00 pm     Council Place Esperance 
     Cost     Free (bookings essential)  
 

    Book through https://www.trybooking.com/RIAH 

       or  Natalie@escare.org.au 

                
 

 
 

 

 

 

   

mailto:admin@caringcommunities.org.au
https://www.trybooking.com/RIAH


Communicating with adolescent boys can often consist of a series of questions (asked by parents) followed by 
monosyllabic answers (from your son). This can then deteriorate into grunts at certain ages or when your 
questions cut too close to the bone. For boys, mumbling or grunting monosyllabic answers is great way to 
keep parents out of their lives.

However, it’s important to continue to connect with your son, so here are some practical ideas to help you stay 
in the game with your teenage boy:

1. Don’t shut them down

Boys often learn from a young age to keep their problems in.If a boy comes to his parents and says he has a big 
test tomorrow and he is really nervous it is easy to shut him down with remarks about his lack of study and 
messy bedroom. If he receives this type of response when he tentatively presents issues, then he will learn to 
shut down and keep his problems to himself in the future. It is really important for parents to read the subtext of 
a boy’s conversations and requests. They frequently don’t know how to say what is on their mind or how they 
are feeling. They can be very clumsy. Realise that your son may have something bigger on his mind than the 
presenting issue or question.

2. Respect their space

Boys tend to be cave dwellers when things go wrong for them. A bad day at school may be followed by an 
angry outburst on arrival home, particularly if he is asked that time-honoured question: “How was your day?”

“&^$%%%!!” may well be the response as he slams his bedroom door behind him. He has just entered his cave 
where he will take his time to settle his thoughts and generally turn within to draw on his internal resources. 
Resist the temptation to knock on his door and lovingly say, “Darling, is everything alright? Would you like to 
talk about it?” You are only inviting more rejection. The best solution is to wait until he comes out of his cave 
before you talk. Generally, he will come out when he has made some sense of what has happened to him and is 
ready to engage. This is the time to talk.

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au

insights
The secrets to 
communicating effectively 
with teenage boys
by Michael Grose 

PARENTING BOYS 



3. Get moving together

One way to get boys talking is to get them moving. Go for a walk together, 
wash the dishes together or do some other job and you will find their 
tongues loosen up. The pressure to speak is removed by activity. More than 
this, males are activity based. Just as activity and play is the language of 
fatherhood, activity is the mode to get many boys to open up and talk.

4. Ask what they think to find out how they feel

The way to a boy’s heart is through his mind! If you want to find out how a 
boy is feeling, ask him what he is thinking. For instance, if he experiences 
rejection at school and he is obviously unhappy, ask him what he thinks 
about the situation rather than how he feels. He will actually tell you how he 
feels in the process. It is important that parents understand this and put this 
knowledge to good use if they want an entry point into their son’s emotional 
life.

5. Keep the banter up

Esteemed educator Dr Tim Hawkes, author of Ten conversations you must have with your son, maintains that 
banter and small talk are essential elements in conversations with boys. Fun, trivia and jest are the foundations 
for more serious, significant conversations that a parent will have with their sons. If you are always serious – 
particularly a father – then a primary or secondary school-aged boy is less likely to listen to you than if you have 
the balance right between silly and significant.

6. Reinforce more than nag

Your effectiveness as a communicator to boys will be enhanced if you get the (positive) reinforcement to 
(negative) nagging ratio right. Many teenage boys benefit from being reminded about doing the right thing by 
others, being smart and acting confidently, but that doesn’t mean that you should nag them all the time. They’ll 
switch off to your message in a heartbeat. They’re more likely to listen if you regularly point out their positives 
(“I love the way you…”), bite your tongue more than you speak (when you want to tell them how to behave), 
and choose your timing and words carefully when you have something important to say to them.
Despite your best communication techniques there will be times when feelings aren’t shared, information is 
withheld and secrets are kept. As frustrating as this is for parents, it’s a young man’s prerogative to keep things 
close to his chest. When your son really clams up it’s best to be open in your communication style and be on 
hand for when he eventually wants to talk. Parental availability is an underestimated parenting strategy.

Learn some great skills and knowledge to help you successfully raise the boys in your family in my practical 3-
week Parenting Boys course. It’s available now at Parentingideas.com.au.

Michael Grose

Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting educators. 
He’s the author of 10 books for parents including Thriving! and the best-selling Why First Borns 
Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It, and his latest release Spoonfed Generation: 
How to raise independent children.

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au



 

 

 
 
 
Hello Parents and Guardians, 
 
 
YEAR 7 STUDENT COUNCIL  
Congratulations to Gabriella Botha, Koden Cooper, Holly Goodwin and Taimar Gill who have been elected as our year 
7 Student Councillors for 2017. Our Councillors will meet fortnightly with Mr Poole and the rest of the Student 
Council to provide insight into how we can further improve the physical and social aspects of the school, especially 
the Junior Campus. They will also help to carry out fund raising activities to support the school’s World Vision child in 
Tanzania, as well as a number of other charities and causes. 
 
Congratulations must also go to Lachlan Warren, Jack Hughes, Hannah Lauritsen, Brechto Bezuidenhout, Sebastian 
Hill, Sydney Milling, Marissa Thorne, Jacob Edgar, Jackson Steele, Tara Walter and Mikayla Brennand who were 
nominated by their peers and received votes. We are very fortunate to have such a great group of young leaders at 
Esperance SHS. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 Student Councillors: Holly Goodwin, Koden Cooper,  
Gariella Botha and Taimar Gill 



Montana Marshall and Tilly Fisher 

 
 
SCIENCE FAIR 
Congratulations to all the students who took part in this year’s Science Fair. It was a great day and an excellent 
conclusion to the weeks of hard work and excitement regarding students’ experiments and presentations. I know 
that the visiting year 6 students and parents also really enjoyed it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Beau Scanlon 
Year 7 Coordinator 
 

Jaymi Lane enjoying the Science Fair 



 

AUGUST 2017 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

INFORMATION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tournament of Minds 
The Tournament of Minds teams are nearing their competition day, and we wish them all the best. We are sure that 
it will be a fun and fulfilling day for all! Thank you to all team members for their commitment and enthusiasm, 
including our year 8 students: Livinia Florisson, Sammy Ryan‐Galloway and Anthony Sims.  
 
Thank you also to our dedicated staff who give up so much of their time to facilitate our school’s participation in this 
competition, and to the parents and guardians who offer their support and time to our teams. It is this combined 
commitment that has provided our school with so much success in this competition. 
 

Book Week 
Book Week celebrations have been happening this week, and the excitement was palpable as the clever and 

innovative library staff implemented their plans. The theme for this year is ‘Escape to Everywhere’, and some of the 

special activities included a lunchtime scavenger hunt that explored this theme, Form quizzes and library activities. It 

has been a fun week! 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

CLASS VISIT – ELECTRONICS 
 

 
 
 
 
Last week I visited Mr Kruger’s Year 8 Electronics class, and while I want to say that in the space of forty minutes I 
became a master in the field, I actually left with my head in a whirl. The students, however, are right on track with 
the requisite terminology and skills, and I was fortunate enough to be able to watch as they happily demonstrated 
how to create printed circuit boards (PCBs).  
 
 
The students are working on a project to build a ‘flasher’ (Mr Kruger told me 
the students were a little averse to this title, but it is precise). The flasher is a 
completed circuit board that, when powered by a battery, will flash lights. It 
seems fairly basic in concept, but the skills and knowledge that the students 
are required to refine in this process means that success will be a big 
achievement.  

Asha Pope and Mr Kruger 
 

Jemma Saddington Asha Pope and Mary 
Newton 

Amy Niesler 



When the students first arrived in the class, Mr Kruger asked them to get their 

individual workstations set up, and the fluidity and ease with which they did this 

suggested confidence in the subject. Once that was completed, they were told 

they would be making a circuit board, and that Mr Kruger would feed back to 

them on their skills development in measuring, construction and soldering.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After being shown a finished model of a PCB, I was amazed to see that the students started the project with a plain 

square of perspex that had a thin layer of copper on one side. I was also a tad confused, because it looked nothing 

like any circuit board I had ever seen. With a lot of questions directed at the students, I began to understand the 

process they were demonstrating. The students first measured their boards out, and then Mr Kruger drilled holes 

through the boards where students indicated that they needed them to fit the electronic components. Once that was 

completed, they attached diodes, resistors and capacitors by pushing the legs through the holes and then soldering 

them in place. Once this is in place, the students etch a track by covering the copper that must be left on the board 

to make the circuit with a black permanent marker; and then the board is lowered into a container of Ammonium 

Persulfate, which removes the uncovered, excess copper that is not required.  

 

Through a combination of theory and hands‐on work, the students have 

learnt about the different components of electronics and are fine‐tuning their 

soldering skills. This knowledge, and the skills they are garnering, provide the 

necessary foundations for further study in electronics, and also provide the 

basis for exciting future projects they may undertake. Well done to our 

budding electronics stars! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Jodie Falconbridge 
Year 8 Coordinator 

Islay Reichstein  Grace Nelson  Bree Kerr 

Ruben Wakeham, Ryan 
Quinlivan and  

Tait Vooght‐Simpson 

Mr Kruger, Corey Warr  
and Ari Smallman 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
We are swiftly making our way through term 3 and I am extremely proud of how the Year 9 cohort is maturing as a 
year group.  

TOURNAMENT OF MINDS ‐ TOM 

The TOM regional final is on the 27th August, being hosted at Esperance Primary School. Good luck to Olivia Kipling in 
the Social Sciences team and Meg Baker in the Language Literature team. The Social Sciences team will be presenting 
their performance at 10.20am and the Language Literature team at 10.40am. 

BOOK WEEK 

Book week has been occurring this week, with a lot of activities during form and lunch times. It is always great to see 
so many year 9 students getting involved in these types of activities.  

SUBJECT SELECTIONS  

Subject selections should be completed and handed in to the junior campus office. If you have not completed this 
yet, please do so promptly.  

MUSIC FESTIVAL 

The Music Festival took place from Thursday 17th August to Saturday 19th August at the Civic Centre.  Many students 
were involved this year, with the bands and guitar ensemble performing in the evenings. Well done to all of the year 
9 students who have been working extremely hard and hence performed so well at this year’s festival. 

GIRLS FOOTBALL 

Congratulations to the following year 9 girls who will be representing ESHS at the Girls Football Carnival in Kalgoorlie 
on the 19th October: 

Ella Wakeham, Miki Thorp, Macey Tromp, Emunah Holeong, Ishah Powell, Ivy Bondarenko,  
Summer Newton and Lily Henning. 

 

BUSH RANGERS CADETS 

Bush Rangers WA is a youth‐based conservation and community development program. It supports young Western 
Australians to take an active role in the conservation of the natural environment and better understand the 
mechanisms for its management. Esperance Senior High School Bush Rangers Cadets work very closely with South 
Coast Natural Resource Management to rehabilitate and stabilise the dunes at First Beach, West Beach, Salmon 
Beach and Twilight Beach. This involves weeding non‐native plant species and planting new native seedlings in their 
place. 

It is great to see so many year 9 students in the Bush Rangers Cadets programme this year. Here are a few photos 
from their recent camp to Thomas River and Woody Island.  
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