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SCHOOL CALENDAR Term 4 Week 5 2020 

Principal's Address
Monday 2nd November

to Friday 20th November
WACE Exams

Thursday 19th November
Year 11 Prize Ceremony

Afternoon

Friday 20th November
Last day Year 11 

VET students

Monday 23rd November to 
Thursday 26th November
Year 10 VET Readiness

Wednesday 25th November
Year 12 Graduation and 
Prize Night Ceremony
and Year 12 Supper

Thursday 26th November 
Year 6 Parent Night
6:30pm in Library

Friday 27th November
Last day Year 11 ATAR 

students
Year 11 reports emailed 

Friday 27th November 
to Wednesday 2nd 

December 
Year 6 Transition

Tuesday 15th December
Lower school Awards 

Assembly
Lower school reports 

emailed

Thursday 17th December
Term 4 ends

Friday 18th December
School Development Day

Monday 1st February
Term 1 2021 commences

Term four is progressing extremely well with staff  and 
students preparing for the all-important fi nal assessments 
that will be undertaken by students over the remaining fi ve weeks’ 
assessments. I cannot stress the importance of regular attendance over 
this period of time so that students can not only be prepared, but also 
available to sit assessment.

IT’S NOT OK TO STAY AWAY 
It’s not ok … because school enables children to build on their knowledge 
and skills each year.
It’s not ok … because children can miss out on the basic skills and may 
experience diffi  culties later with their learning.
It’s not ok … because school helps children build confi dence in areas 
such as communication, teamwork, organisation and social skills.
It’s not ok … because going to school is a legal requirement and there 
may be fi nes attached for non-attendance. The law says that all children 
must attend school up until the end of the year that they turn seventeen 
years of age. Under the law, parents are responsible for ensuring that 
their child attends school on all school days. Parents must not keep their 
child away from school for minor reasons.
It’s not ok … to be soft on attendance because we want all students to 
have the best opportunity to be successful at school.

WHAT THE LAW SAYS
Under Western Australian law (School Education Act 1999), parents 
must send their children to school unless:
• they are too unwell,
• they have an infectious disease,
• the Principal is provided with a genuine and acceptable reason.

Parents must let the school know via written note, email or verbally 
within three days why their child has not attended school.
Under the law, schools must:
• monitor attendance of students,
• follow up with parents and caregivers on student absences.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOUR CHILD MISSES SCHOOL WITHOUT 
A VALID REASON?
The following steps will be taken until the issue is resolved:
• the school will ask the parent for an explanation,
• the school will meet with the parent to discuss ongoing issues  
 and plan a response,



• in the event of attendance issues remaining unresolved, the case may be referred to the local  
 District Education Offi  ce,
• a school attendance panel may be set up to review the steps taken and provide advice,
• in some cases, parents may be fi ned.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q: What should I do if my child is unwell?
A: Inform the school by phone and provide a written note explaining the situation to the student’s teacher 
upon return to school.
Q: What should I do if my child refuses to go to school?
A: Contact the school as soon as possible and the school will arrange support and advice.
Q: What should I do if we are on holiday during school time?
A: Holidays should be arranged in the designated school holiday periods.
Q: Can I take my child out of school for social occasions?
A: Social occasions should be organised out of school hours.
Q: Will my child be marked absent from school if he/she is doing a TAFE, VET, or community based 
programme?
A: No, as long as this is part of the school programme. Attendance at these programmes is also monitored 
by the school.

Please direct any queries regarding attendance to Mr Ken Duff y, Year 11 and 12; Mr Neville Clifton, Year 7 to 
10 and Julie Hawke; Retention and Participation.

On matters of behaviour. While we have many well-mannered and polite students at this school, unfortunately 
there are, from time to time, some students who fi nd it diffi  cult to self-regulate. They behave in anti-social 
ways that are not conducive to a harmonious and happy school environment. 

Schools are complex environments where we strive to bring the best out of everyone each and every day 
that we gather together for the common purpose of education. Everything that goes on in a school should  
ultimately be about the students and their learning. Our core values and vision statement declare the key 
elements that we believe ensure a harmonious and productive learning environment. Teachers at this school 
are attracted to the job because they have a genuine interest in the students and have committed to the 
school to achieve success for all of their students, regardless of background or circumstance. 

Working with people in a school is complex whether you are a teacher or a student. People are unpredictable 
and you never quite know what is going on in somebody else’s life. However, on occasion, someone 
else’s behaviour can cause personal discomfort, whether it be behaviour directed at others that makes us 
uncomfortable or behaviour directed at ourselves. The reality is that the behaviour that causes discomfort or 
anxiety to others or ourselves needs to be addressed. This, of course, is always easier said than done and is 
always diffi  cult, particularly for young people without the life experience to manage these situations and often 
means that the behaviour goes unchecked. However, while it may be challenging for young people to have 
a diffi  cult conversation, the behaviour to which a blind eye is turned, is the standard that is being accepted. 
Whilst the justifi cation may be that I am ‘picking my fi ghts’ or ‘choosing the best time’ to respond, turning a 
blind eye to unacceptable behaviour sets a low benchmark for the behaviour that we are willing to accept.
 
By tolerating the behaviours we don’t want to see, what we are actually doing is reinforcing them. They 
become the norm and once they are established, they are very diffi  cult to change. By choosing to ignore what 
we don’t want to see, we create an environment that will make it diffi  cult to raise standards. The behaviours 
that we accept refl ect the culture of the school.
 
It is vital that we role model the behaviours and culture that we want. As members of the Esperance Senior 
High School, our attitude is contagious. It is essential that we demonstrate through both our words and our 
actions the behaviours and culture that we want in our school.

Culture is created from the unspoken messages received about what is really valued in the school. It is not 
what is being said, communicated or displayed on the walls that matters, but what we see, hear and infer.

Ian Masarei - Principal



Whose stories inspire us? How do we use language to enlighten and entertain others through our own 
stories? These questions were explored by Year 9 English students as part of an autobiography unit 
during the beginning of Term 4. From legendary Australians such as Sydney 2000 hero, Cathy Freeman, 
to timeless global icons in Nelson Mandela, students examined the lives of some truly remarkable 
people. In doing so, they hopefully found new sources of inspiration as they transition to Year 10. As 
the fi nal assessment task approaches, I wish to congratulate the Year 9s on a fi ne eff ort in what has 
been a disrupted year. They’ve taken challenges in their stride and 
shown a commendable commitment to furthering their learning. On 
another note, the Year 11 English students (ATAR and General) have 
now completed their exams for 2020. They worked hard to revise and 
should be applauded for their dedication. 

Mr Hayden Smith - English teacher

YEAR 7 EXTENSION
At the start of Term 3, 55 Year 7 students were selected to participate in a Year 7 Mathematics Extension 
Program based on their Semester 1 results. The program is one period a week where students leave 
their usual Maths class to have their mathematical knowledge extended by Mr Zani and Miss Higgins. 
Recently, Mr Zani’s extension class had fun exploring negative number properties. 

Samantha Higgins - Maths Teacher

Mathematics Department

Taj Neill and Noah Vinson trying to get three in 
a row

Mia Walter after her win against Lotte AndrewMelinda Doney happy with her move while 
Lily Ditchburn takes her turn

Joel Fillmore playing against Alby Marshman

English Department



Library

Book Week is promoted by the Children’s Book Council of Australia to celebrate the best Australian 
children’s authors each year. We have all of the shortlisted books in the Older Reader category available 
for students to borrow. Due to Covid, Book Week was late this year, which gave us 
plenty of time to decorate around the theme of “Curious Creatures, Wild Minds”. We 
let our minds go wild and transformed the library into a jungle! Highlights of the week 
include the Form Class Quiz which was won by D8, Crafty Tuesday, Lego Masters (won 
again this year by Braidy and Kalani) and our Book Club fi rst birthday celebrations. 
The exterior walls of the library were also “Chalk Bombed” by Mr Henson’s Year 9 
and 10 art classes – it’s becoming a tradition. This year we incorporated the Girls 
Leadership Project KawaiiFest into our Book Week activities and were especially 
delighted to host the Escape Rooms and the Art Exhibition.

Keep on reading everyone!

Hillary Duff y - Library Manager

Home Economics Department

Year 7 Gift making students had a busy start to the Term, learning the technique of Batik. The next step 
was creating designs on fabric with cold wax and fabric dye.

Two students have just fi nished sewing their work into a wall hanging but… as it may be a gift I am  
unable to show you their end products! Well done, Isaac and Samantha!

Natalie Myers - Home Economics Teacher

Isaac and Samantha Francis

Chelsea White
Meela Schmidt and 

Lylah Heather

Xavier den Engelsen



FRENCH LANGUAGE MEETS KAWAIINIMATION
During the fi nal weeks of Term 3, Year 7 and 8 French students undertook the challenge of creating 
Anime & Manga memes to encapsulate their own sense of humour in both French and English through 
ICT. 

Out of 105 artworks, 20 pieces were shortlisted and entered for the KawaiiFest Art Competition in the 
Digital category. 

Miss Anaelle Talelo Donjio - French Teacher

BUSY TIMES AHEAD
The next few weeks will see the lower school students complete tests and assessments in all of their 
subjects. Please continue to encourage your child to complete daily homework. This creates good work 
habits for upper school and allows you to see what the students are learning. Subject selection forms 
should have already been handed in to the Junior Campus. Next year will see the year 7s to Year 
8 continue with MESH (Maths, English, Science and Humanities) subjects and another eight taster 
subjects. Year 8s to Year 9 will still continue with their MESH subjects but will have more of a choice 
with their ‘Option Subjects’.  At this stage of their schooling, students are encouraged to think about their 
future. Towards the end of the year it may be a good opportunity for parents to talk to their child to refl ect 
on this year and set some goals for 2021. 

LEGENDS 
Towards the end of this year, staff  will identify students who exhibit legendary qualities in their class. 
Students will receive a Legend certifi cate as part of their school report at the end of the year.
Legends are those students who contribute positively to the classroom through: 
• consistently displaying excellent work ethic (does not need to be an A grade student)
• outstanding attitude,
• exemplary behaviours,
• consideration and respect for others.

Year 7 and 8 Coordinator

FRENCH LANGUAG

French

L to R: Year 7s Brianna Sinagra, Ella Magagnotti, Addison 
Daw, Melinda Doney, Calvin Antonio, Zavier Strickland 

and Sean McCrea.

L to R: Year 8s Kai Bellenger, Paige O'Connell, Paige Dobson 
and Terri-Ann Buckley

L to R: Bree Boydell, Finn Vinson and Jaiden Hillbrick
Year 7 student Dane Bailey 

emerged as the overall winner 
for the category, with a special 

mention for his "use of humour in 
a bilingual meme"



END OF YEAR REWARD DAY
This year 20 students from each lower school year group will be invited to attend the Rewards Day 
excursion towards the end of this term. Students will be chosen based on the amount of Legend 
nominations received, faction points earned and their positive participation in school activities. More 
information about the day will be issued to the selected students closer to the date. 

FACTION THROWS
This week our faction competition is to see which student can throw a baseball the longest distance. To 
help with the promotion and the running of the events for the rest of the year, two faction leaders from 
each faction were elected. Staff  nominated Year 7 students were nominated by staff  who fi t the criteria of 
being helpful, energetic, honest, competitive and are positive role model for their peers. Congratulations 
to the new Year 7 Faction Leaders who were presented with 
Faction Leader badges last week. Dempster – Lotte Andrew 
and Annie Buckman, Eyre – Declan Hayward-McKean and 
Noah McElroy, Flinders – Tom Nesbitt and Molly Pechar, 
Rossiter – Jeriah Rodericks and Mia Walter.

If you have any questions or concerns about your child's 
schooling please don’t hesitate to get in touch on  9071 9555 
or Brett.B.Landers@education.wa.edu.au.

Brett Landers - Year 7 and 8 Coordinator

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
With 2020 being a year like no other, student attendance has been impacted. It is important to remember 
students must be at school unless they have a genuine reason for absence or are sick. It is amazing 
how quickly days off  add up and how far behind students can get from missing one day a fortnight. 

When your child misses just.... That equals.... Which is... And therefore, form Kindy to 
Year 12, that is....

This means that the best your child 
can achieve is...

1 day each fortnight 20 days per year 4 weeks per year Nearly 1.5 years of school Equal to finishing year 11

1 day a week 40 days per year 8 weeks per year Over 2.5 years of school Equal to finishing year 10

2 days a week 80 days per year 16 weeks per year Over 5 years of school Equal to finishing year 7

3 days a week 120 days per yer 24 weeks per year Nearly 8 years of school Equal to finishing year 4

YEAR 9 FACTION BASKETBALL COMPETITION
During Week 2 and 3 of Term 4 we held a basketball competition for the Year 9s which consisted of 
mixed games with 6 vs 6. The grand fi nal was held on Wednesday 28th of October and saw Rossiter 
the winners with 9 points to Flinders 1 point. Rossiter were awarded 50 points for being the victorious 
faction, Flinders 30 points for second and Dempster 10 points for third. Well done to everyone involved 
in playing and a big thank you to all students who volunteered to umpire and score the games. 

Sam Higgins - Year 9 Coordinator

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

Year 9 Coordinator

Some of the Grand Final players: L to R 
Jessica Suttar, Torin Pechar (Flinders), Jacob Zloich, 
Dylan Watkins, Aston Glew (umpire), Koopa Walsh, 

Daniel Spencer and Logan Brown (umpire)
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And in a blink of an eye, we are half way through the last term of the year. With all the ‘ups and downs’ 
of this year, it is certainly not slowing down either. With only 5 to 6 weeks left, much is still happening in 
the lives of our Year 10 students.  

During the past school holidays as well as during the fi rst week of term, a group of Year 10 students 
attended a Memory and Study skills course. Hats off  to those who made time outside of school hours 
to attend this. Your dedication to learning is showing and the feedback received is evident to make a 
diff erence in your learning outcomes. For the rest of the year, I will facilitate a Study Club for any Year 
10 who wishes to build on their study and memory skills during our Tuesday, period 8 Club time.  

Further to this opportunity, we will be running a series of Year 10 study skills/induction sessions during 
Week 7 of this term, for potential ATAR students. Several Head of Departments will be outlining the 
expectations and specifi c skills required in the subjects related to them. Mr Duff y (Upper school deputy), 
Mr Poole (YEO) and Kathryn Kirchner (School Psychologist) will also talk to the students about general 
Upper School expectations, the role and support of the Youth Education Offi  cer during their upper 
school studies as well as the importance of staying healthy – both physical and mentally. Students will 
also hear more about the importance of study, memory, organisational, productivity, relationships and 
technology skills as a foundation for achieving their potential.

My advice to all potential ATAR students is to make the most of every opportunity to start ‘practicing’ 
some of these skills. Now would be a good time to set aside a few extra hours after school for study 
time, so that you are well prepared for the demands and expectations next year. Final assessments will 
come up soon, so don’t hold back putting in all the eff ort you can and apply yourself to the best of your 
ability.

Most of our potential VET students had the opportunity during Week 1 and 2 of this term to conduct  
an interview with relevant staff  as part of their application process to secure a place in their course of 
choice. TAFE has send out off ers to students who were successful in their application and they had to 
accept their off ers by Friday the 6th November. We continue our counselling and guidance to support 
students getting into courses of their choice. These students will spend some time during Week 7 to 
participate in a VET Readiness program as well as another work experience opportunity during Week 9.  
I would encourage any student who hasn’t participated in a work experience opportunity yet this year, 
to come and discuss this with myself or Mr Poole.

Some Year 10 boys had the opportunity to visit the Esperance Port early this term, to learn more 
about operations and trade career opportunities the Port has to off er. Thank you to Geoff  Poole who 

accompanied the boys. I’m sure they found it very interesting and 
informative.

Congratulations to Brechto Bezuidenhout, Gabby Botha, Koden 
Cooper, Raila Coxall, Hannah Lauritsen, Samuel Jeff eries, Lisa 
Warne and Jack Hughes who have been selected to attend 
the IGO NOVA STEM work experience program during Week 
8. These eight students will get to spend the week at the mine 
site, 160 kilometres north-
east of Norseman, working 
alongside geologists, mining 

engineers, metallurgists and environmental scientists, seeing 
fi rst-hand what it is like to be employed in these areas and in the 
mining industry. We are looking forward to their feedback and 
presentations. Parents and students will be invited to an opportunity 
for these students to present their experience at the Esperance 
Bay Yacht Club on Thursday 10th November.  
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And in a blink of an eye we are

Year 10 Coordinator



On this note, a tremendous THANK YOU to IGO and all our local businesses, who provide these 
opportunities and are taking our students for work experience. Without your support, our students would 
not have that crucial fi rst-hand exposure to the careers that they are considering. We at ESHS are very 
fortunate to have you on board and we are very grateful for your support.

In closing, well done to each and every Year 10 student who engaged in opportunities thus far, to 
demonstrate your maturing attitude in making choices. Whether small decisions are taken during 
classroom conduct or bigger ones regarding your future career, I’m very impressed with how far you 
came this year and am certainly looking forward to what follows.  

Hettie Maree - Year 10 Coordinator

I want to start by congratulating the ATAR students on their conduct during the Semester 2 exams. Each 
day the Exam Supervisor – Mrs Davies – sent a report to the school and, without exception, the students 
received lavish praise for their behaviour. Well done.

Congratulations also to the eleven Vocational students who have been off ered apprenticeships over 
the last fortnight. Clearly this year has been very diff erent in many respects. To have so many Year 11s 
off ered this level of employment says something about the economic circumstances that the town is 
dealing with, but I believe it also says a lot about the quality of these students. 

Students had until Friday, November 6th to try on the sample jackets in order to determine what size 
Leaver’s Jacket they want to order. Orders are completed on-line. The closing date for ordering is 
Monday, November 16th. This should ensure that the jackets are here in time for the start of the 2021 
school year.

As mentioned in the previous Newsletter, the 2021 School Ball will take place on Saturday, March 13th. 
As this is quite early in the year, the Ball Committee has already met twice to start organising for the 
event. The theme for the Ball has been decided – it will be “Greek”. More details will be distributed closer 
to the event.

The Year 11 Prize Ceremony will take place in the school gymnasium next Thursday, November 19th, 
starting at 1:45pm. This is the fi rst time that the school has conducted a stand-alone prize giving for the 
Year 11 cohort. The Year 12 Student Councillors for 2021 including the Head Girl, the Head Boy and 
the Faction Captains will also be announced at the assembly. Parents and carers are most welcome to 
attend. It is envisaged that the ceremony will take an hour.

The following day, November 20th is the last day for the year for the VET students, with the following 
Friday,November 27th being the last day for the ATAR students.

In closing, I wish all the Year 11s and their families a happy and healthy summer holiday.

Mr Poole - Year 11 Coordinator

MUSIC ON THE QUAD
On Wednesday 18th November from 5:00pm ESHS is proud to present Music in The Quad.  A showcase 
for all four ESHS music ensembles. Each group, Junior Band, Concert Band, Jazz Band and Guitar 
Ensemble will perform a selection of songs that they have been working on this year.  Parents, friends, 
family, teachers and students are all invited to bring a picnic and rug/chairs and enjoy an evening of 
music at ESHS.  Each group will perform their set work (approx. 20 min), then there will be a brief 
‘intermission’ as ensembles change. Student performers are asked to be 30 minutes early (4:30pm), to 
tune and stay until all equipment is packed up (not likely later than 7:30pm). We are looking forward to 
seeing you in The Quad!

I t t t t b t l ti th

Year 11 Coordinator

MUSIC ON THE QUAD

MUSIC



The ESHS Jazz Band and Guitar Ensemble will be performing 20 minute sets at the ESHS Cannery 
Exhibition. The Exhibition will showcase student work from all year groups across woodwork, metal 
work, media, photography, jewellery, craft and visual arts. All student work will be on display at the 
Cannery Arts Centre and at the opening night of the Exhibition (Friday 27th November), the bands will 
be there to serenade those art enthusiasts who come down and check out the displays.

On Monday the 9th November a group of Esperance Girls Academy students went to Esperance 
Primary School to help them celebrate NAIDOC week. The girls performed a dance at the primary 
school assembly then broke into groups and went into each class from Kindy to Year 6 and taught the 
students how to sing "Head Shoulders Knees and Toes" in Nyungar. The Academy students then played 
basketball, footy and made friendship bracelets with the primary school students during recess. 

After the primary school visit the girls went to the shire and created a beautiful sand mural with Andrew 
Beck on the Shire lawns. Esperance Girls Academy Dancers then danced on the mural at the offi  cial 
opening of Esperance Shire NAIDOC week. Congratulations to Year 10 Girls Academy student Eleisha-
Ray Adams who was awarded the NAIDOC Female Student of the Year from Esperance Senior High 
School.

Eleisha Ray-Adams during the NAIDOC visit to Esperance 
Primary School

Anna Bonney helping Esperance Primary School 
students in class

Creating the sand mural on the lawns at the Shire office

Performing at the Assembly

On Monday the 9th November

GIRLS ACADEMY



WADJEMUP CUP
The Wadjemup Cup is an annual football carnival held at Rottnest Island every year by the Clontarf 
Foundation. Upon arrival and departure from the Island there is a Welcome to Country and a Smoking 
Ceremony. The carnival this year was held on the 6th - 9th November and was attended by eight of our 
students, who were lucky to be able to spend the Sunday at Adventure World in Bibra Lake.
  
The Esperance Clontarf Academy where joined by the Clontarf and Cecil Andrews Academies. The 
Cup was strongly contested with 12 Academies competing which are then broken into four teams of 
three. It is a great opportunity to test your skills and abilities against some very good players from other 
areas. The Esperance Clontarf Academy combined with Clontarf and Cecil Andrews Academies won 
the carnival and brought the trophy home for the second year in a row.   

Congratulations to Kheyan Dabb, Xander Off er, Jordan Emsley, Lloyd Henderson, Russell Dabb, Justin 
Bennell, Jake McKenzie and David Riley. Also, well done to Reece Griffi  ths for leading the boys to 
victory for two years in a row.

WADJEMUP CUP

CLONTARF FOOTBALL ACADEMY

The Winners - Esperance, Clontarf and Cecil Andrews Academies
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