Principal’s NewsleƩer
Knowledge comes, but
wisdom lingers

Special dates to remember
Tuesday 2nd September to
Friday 27th September
OLNA testing
Sunday 15th September
Tournament of Minds State Finals
Tuesday 24th September
Year 12 Assembly
Thursday 26th September
Year 12 Semester II ATAR exams start
Friday 27th September
Last day for Year 12 VET students
End of Term 3
Friday 11th October
Year 12 Semester 2
ATAR exams finish
Monday 14th October
Term 4 commences for
staff and students
Friday 18th October
School Development Day
Esperance Show Day
(Students do not attend school)
Wednesday 23rd October
Last day for Year 12 ATAR students
Thursday 24th October
Year 11 ATAR exams start
Wednesday 30th October
WACE exams begin
Friday 1st November
Year 11 exams finish
Monday 4th to Friday 9th November
Follow The Dream Careers Camp
Tuesday 12th November
P&C meeting 7pm in the staffroom
Friday 22nd November
Last day for Year 11 VET students
Monday 25th November to Thursday
29th November
Year 10 VET Readiness Course
Wednesday 27th November
Year 12 Graduation and Dinner and
Year 11 Prize Night at the Civic Centre
Wednesday 30th October to Monday
18th November
WACE ATAR Exams
Friday 29th November
Last day for Year 11 ATAR students

Esperance Senior High School
90719 555
esperance.shs@educaƟon.wa.edu.au
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FAREWELL FROM THE PRINCIPAL
I have been writing the Esperance Senior High School Principal's
Newsletter now for almost the past 22 years. Like the school magazine,
Jumbunna, the newsletters portray the breadth, depth and variety of
curricular and extra-curricular opportunities provided to students to help
develop them academically, personally, culturally and socially.
In these newsletters I have enjoyed showcasing the amazing talents of
our students and the huge commitment of staff who make it possible for
students to experience many different aspects of learning and life.
This newsletter is the last one I am writing as I have just announced that
I will be retiring at the end of this term, which has
been a huge decision for me as I have loved my
job as a teacher and a principal for almost the past
47 years. How lucky have I been during my career
to have worked with such fantastic young people,
who never cease to inspire me. Also, I have been
privileged to work with such wonderful staff who
are so committed to helping our students work
through any challenges, achieve their personal
best and realise their potential.
To end my teaching career at Esperance Senior
High School has been such a privilege. I cannot
thank the school community enough - the
wonderful students, the amazing staff, the supportive parents and carers,
and the generous local community who all provide so many opportunities
for the students at our school.
My list of "thank yous" to everyone who has walked the journey with me
over these past two decades is huge. At this point I just say to all of you
that I cannot thank you enough for your contribution to making Esperance
Senior High School the great school that it is - and therefore making my
time at the school such a rewarding and joyous experience.
I will be taking so many life-long
memories with me as I close one huge
m
cchapter in my life and open another
with much anticipation, excitement
w
and overwhelming gratitude.
a

TOURNAMENT OF MINDS - REGIONAL FINALS
Congratulations to the Language Literature and STEM teams that competed so well at the Regional
Finals on the 1st September. The students performed superbly on the day. Congratulations also to the
STEM team which was awarded the Creativity Award for achieving the highest marks in the spontaneous
challenge throughout the State. Both teams have been selected for the State finals, being held in Perth
on this Sunday, 15th September and we wish the students and their facilitators Mrs Parker, Miss Elliott
and Mr Bezuidenhout all the best at this next level.
LANGUAGE LITERATURE
Coordinators - Sally Elliott and Jazmin Parker

STEM
Coordinator - Joseph Bezuidenhout

Name

Year

Name

Year

Gavin Bryant

7

Emmalee Wood

7

Annie Woodhouse

7

Mackenzie Keogh

7

Lawson Baker

8

Gus Esposito

9

Chelsea Ryan-Galloway

8

Gabriella Botha

9

Lucia Ridgway

9

Fraser O'Neill

9

Samuel Jefferies

9

Brechto Bezuidenhout

9

Jack Hughes

9

Anthony Sims

10

TOM Language Literature team giving their winning
performance at the regional finals
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TOM Language Literature team

TOM STEM team receiving their feedback from the
judges on Tournament Day

MUSIC CAMP
The Music Camp was again a success, with 30 students travelling to Perth last month for a great cultural
experience and to practise new pieces of music for a public concert in Kings Park. Many students were
tackling music that was a lot more difficult than they were used to playing, and they did a remarkable job
in learning it in the time they had before their concert. Despite the horrible weather, the concert was a
great success and the students did themselves and the school proud with their efforts.
We were also lucky enough to be able to see two concerts at the Western Australian Academy of
Performing Arts (WAAPA). One was of WAAPA's first-year Contemporary students and the other was
from the Classical context. We watched the WAAPA Dance students perform at UWA to the music of the
Composition students, so we were able to enjoy the full complement of courses available for students
who aspire to study music at university in future years. For many, the highlight of the trip was the concert
by the WA Symphony Orchestra at the Perth Concert Hall.

Special thanks goes to Mr Scott White who came on camp to supervise as well as play trumpet for the
week. Thanks also to Miss Fiona Lemon who did a fantastic job with the Guitar Ensemble.
From our Head of the Arts, Brad Oversby
Thank you also to Mr Brad Oversby for the overall organisation of the camp.

AGRICULTURAL STUDENTS HEADING TO THE PERTH ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SHOW
Around twelve Esperance Farm Training Centre agricultural students are off to the Royal Agricultural
Show in Perth in Week 10 of Term 3 and during the first week of the school holidays.
Students have been preparing hard for this favourite event on the calendar. Competition will be keen
amongst the six Western Australian Colleges of Agriculture across a broad range of events, including:
the Farm Skills competition; Student Paraders; Junior Paraders; Sheep Breeders Challenge; Judging of
Led Steers and Heifers; Beef Cattle Judging; Future Sheep Breeders Challenge: Cattle Judging - Red
Angus; Suffolk Breed Judging; Junior Sheep Handler competition; Led Steer and Red Angus competition;
and the daily Grand Parade at 1pm. So, look out for Esperance Farm students at the Show!
Thank you to staff members, Crystal Henderson, Danny Pollard, Mick Harris, Vicky Hempsell and Chris
Vibart for giving the students this opportunity to showcase their talents and the School Farm.
LANGUAGES PERFECT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
The Education Perfect Languages World Series is a yearly online competition open to all languages
students in more than 20 countries. The aim of the competition is to score points by completing quizzes
in a variety of languages and therefore reaching higher award levels.
Students studying French at Esperance Senior High school have been participating in this competition
since 2016 and have consistently worked on improving the school's track record.
This year, ESHS ranked as 19th out of 147 participating schools in Western Australia, breaking its
previous record of 29th out of 141 WA schools in 2017.

Overall, 152 students from Year 7 to Year 10 contributed to the school’s exceptional results, with 31
students managing to reach award levels. Notable awardees were Year 9 student Lisa Warne achieving
the Emerald Award with 5000 points, and Year 8 students Vashti Sime and Caleb Shipp collecting 3000
points for the Gold Award.
Year 10 student Caitlin Hindley achieved a tremendous feat by earning 10,003
points, thereby qualifying for the most coveted Elite Award (top 1% of students).
A budding linguist, Caitlin took on the challenge to complete questions in a wide
range of European and Asian languages, including French, Chinese, Japanese,
Italian and Spanish.
Merci beaucoup et félicitations to all students involved in this Championship
Series. You have done a remarkable job of giving ESHS a worldwide presence!
From our French teacher, Mlle Talelo Donjio

Caitlin Hindley - winner of the Elite
Award

Thank you to Mlle Talelo Donjio for providing our students with this international opportunity to expand
their interest in languages.
NAIDOC WEEK CELEBRATIONS
During this week the school has been celebrating NAIDOC Week, with the theme being VOICE TREATY
TRUTH. A number of events took place to celebrate this occasion, including: a special morning tea for
invited guests and students; Form quizzes throughout the week; a musical performance from the 2016
X-Factor winner, Isaiah Firebrace; the outstanding NAIDOC Assembly and cultural activities on Tuesday
involving a large number of Aboriginal students; and special lunch time cultural and fun activities on
Friday. The outstanding Aboriginal student performances and other celebrations throughout the week
were enjoyed by all.
A huge thank you to Anna Bonney, Michelle de Lacy, Glen Symonds, Reece Griffiths and Hettie Maree
for all their organisation of this important event on the school calendar.

Girls Academy students performing a dance that
they learnt on their Induction Camp
L to R: (Back) Malachi Riley
and Kieren Douglas
(Front) Ethan Whitby and David Riley

Anna Bonney with Isaiah Firebrace,
winner of the 2016 X-Factor

L to R: Zandy Bonney, Lakiesha Penny and
Anna Bonney at the official opening

L to R: Justin Bennell, Wanika Close (Elder)
and Natika Penny-McDonald cutting
the celebratory cake

Clontarf boys performing the 'Honey Bee' dance
on the sand mural

YEAR 10 VET CONFERENCE
On Wednesday 4th September, the Youth Education Officer, Mr Poole, organised a VET Conference at
the Civic Centre for interested students wishing to gain an insight into what Vocational Education and
Training is all about in Upper School. Presentations were made by VET Coordinator Cynnamon Harper,
Mr Duffy and some current and past VET students.
The students then met a number of local industry and business employers to find out about their industry
and possible workplace learning opportunities for next year.
Thank you to Mr Poole for organising this event and a huge thank you to the following businesses for
their involvement and time:Powerplant Motorcycles

Continental Tyres

BD Partington Building Contractors

Dixon Construction

Bunnings

Southern Ports Authority

Cindy Poole Glass Gallery

Shire of Esperance

Cubby House

Lingalonga Early Years Learning Centre

Bay of Isles Leisure Centre

AFGRI Equipment

Wicked Welding and Fabrications

Esperance Home Care

The Loose Goose

Red Rooster

NAPLAN RESULTS FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIA
The 2019 NAPLAN summary report contains very positive outcomes for Western Australia.
Key Results:
1. These initial results are for all WA schools, although they are very indicative of public school results
due to the large number of public school students involved.
Year 3:
• WA achieved its highest ever mean scores in Numeracy, Reading, Writing and Grammar and
Punctuation.
Year 5:
• WA achieved its highest ever mean scores in Numeracy and Writing
Year 7:
• WA results were close to the Australian mean in all areas.
Year 9:
• WA mean scores were higher than the Australian means in all Year 9 assessments:
− Ranked 1st in Numeracy and Writing
− Ranked 2nd in Reading
− Ranked 3rd in Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation.
2.

Performance against the National Minimum Standard
• Year 9 percentages at or above the national minimum standard were higher than the Australian
percentages in all assessments.
• Years 3, 5 and 7 percentages at or above the national minimum standard across all tests were
within 1.2 percentage points of the Australian percentages.

3. Western Australia remains the “most improved jurisdiction” in Australia. The State had the highest
number of improved mean scores of any State (16 out of 20 assessments) when comparing 2019
results to the base year: 2011 for Writing and 2008 for all other tests (see table below).
NSW

Up

Down

2

1
1

VIC

3

QLD

11

2

WA

16

1

SA

4

TAS

4

3

ACT

3

3

NT

4

1

AUSTRALIA

6

1

Year 7

Year 9

RSGN

RSGN

*RSGN - Reading, Spelling, Grammar and Numeracy

4. Between 2018 and 2019, there was significant improvement in the means in Year 3 and Year 5
Writing.
5. Western Australia continues to have one of the best participation rates and lowest withdrawal rates
across all year groups.
Please note: Individual student results will be posted out to parents before the end of this term.
VET STUDENTS NOMINATED FOR SCHOOL CURRICULUM AND STANDARDS AUTHORITY
AWARDS
Congratulations to the following Year 12 VET students who have been nominated by their teachers for
the School Curriculum and Standards Authority's Year 12 State Awards, to be announced in January
next year:Oliver Stanitzki

Automotive

Sheanna Henderson

Business

Grace Mallins

Business

Renae Major

Childcare

Holly Panizza

Childcare

Michaela Budrey

Hospitality

Clay Harvey

Metals

Chloe Parker

Tourism

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE - PARENT SURVEYS
The School is currently seeking the views of parents on the performance of the school. Parents are
asked to complete the National School Opinion Parent survey and the Be You Family survey. Information
regarding these surveys is outlined below.
Students will also be asked to complete student versions of the surveys. This will occur in the coming
weeks and students will complete the surveys during class time.
For the National School Opinion Survey all schools in Australia are required to administer the agreed
national school parent, student and staff opinion surveys at least every two years.
The results of this survey will be published in our annual school report. The analysis of the information
about how parents view the school, and how they would like to see it develop, will be reviewed by the
School Board and used in current and future school planning.
Completing this online survey will not take you long, but the information will help us to achieve our goal
of providing the best possible education for students. All questionnaires are anonymous. You do not
need to write your name on it, so please answer frankly.
The Be You Family Survey is designed to help gather mental health and wellbeing-related perceptions
of all parents and carers within our school. Responses gathered from parents and carers can help
highlight what we are doing well and what we can do better, as part of our commitment to continuous
improvement.
The links to the surveys are attached below and are also on the school’s website under the parent tab.
Paper copies will be available from the school's front office on request. Thank you to parents and carers
for taking the time to complete these important surveys.
Parent National School Opinion Survey
https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/HYphQXvX
Be You Mental Health and Wellbeing Survey
https://secure.peoplepulse.com.au/survey.php?mid=uNo38ypjA1yd2cg3n16fskyl98qq1
Phil Reading - Program Coordinator

THE WAR ON WASTE COMMITTEE
At the beginning of 2019 a group of students and staff banded together to make a change by coming
up with ideas on how they can make a difference reducing waste, starting in their own community of
Esperance Senior High School. Meetings are held in the Library during weeks 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9 of each
term during lunch. Everyone is welcome. The committee currently wishes to support the Scouts with
their lid recycling project.
If we help recycle ring-pulls off cans, plastic bread tags, plastic milk bottle lids and other small plastic
lids, it is a small change to our habits but it will make a huge difference to reducing the amount of plastic
that ends up in our landfill. The plastic lids are being turned into prosthetic limbs for people and children
who have lost limbs, as well as wheelchairs. Let’s get involved!
School Chaplain - Chris Blair and the War on Waste Committee
YEAR 12 TRANSITION TO AFTER-SCHOOL LIFE - STAYING SAFE
Term 3 is rapidly coming to an end and very soon most of our VET students will be finishing up at school
for the very last time.
Only those VET students who have not completed their WACE courses at school or their Certificate II
course at TAFE will return in Term 4 to do so.
ATAR students will still be working hard as they face their Semester 2 exams at the end of this term
and their final WACE exams at the end of October and throughout November. Mr Lander's Year 12
Coordinator's Newsletter provides further information on key dates for all Year 12s.
It is therefore a timely reminder to students to stay safe, look after themselves and to look out for each
other during this time of endings and celebrations.
Parents may like to refer to the attached flyers from the Leavers Tool Kit from SDERA (School Drug
Education and Road Aware), including Tips for Parents and Alcohol Laws in WA. Click on the links below
for further information on these: https://www.sdera.wa.edu.au/parents/school-leavers and
https://alcoholthinkagain.com.au/Parents-Young-People
STUDENT HEALTH AND WELLBEING R U OK? DAY
On Thursday 12th September the school had a focus on the national R U OK? Day. Students were given
information through their form teacher about R U OK? Day and its importance. The Student Councillors
organised Have-A-Go activities at lunchtime on
Thursday to promote the positive mental health
message. Everyone is asked to remember 'ALEC'
- Ask the question, Listen, Encourage action and
Check-in.

1 I ASK ARE U OK?
• Be relaxed, friendly and concerned in your approach.
• Help them open up by asking questions like: "How are you going?" or "What's been
happening?"
• Mention specific things that have made you concerned for them, like: "You seem less chatty
than usual. How are you going?"
2 I LISTEN
• Take what they say seriously and don't interrupt or rush the conversation.
• Don't judge their experiences or reactions but acknowlege that things seem tough for
them.
• If they need time to think, sit patiently with the silence.
• Encourage them to explain: "How are you feeling about that?' or "How long have you felt
that way?"
• Show that you've listened by repeating back what you've heard (in your own words) and
ask if you have understood them properly.
3 I ENCOURAGE ACTION
• Ask: "What have you done in the past to manage similar situations?"
• Ask: "How would you like me to support you?"
• Ask: "What's something you can do for yourself right now? Something that's enjoyable or
relaxing?"
• You could say: "When I was going through a difficult time, I tried this ..... You might find it
useful too."
• If they've been feeling really down for more than two weeks, encourage them to see a health
professional. You could say, "It might be useful to link in with someone who can support you.
I'm happy to assist you to find the right person to talk to."
• Be positive about the role of professionals in getting through tough times.
4 I CHECK IN
• Pop a reminder in your diary to call them in a couple of weeks. If they're
really struggling, follow up with them sooner.
• You could say: "I've been thinking of you and wanted to know how you've been going since
we last chatted."
• Ask if they've found a better way to manage the situation. If they haven't
done anything, don't judge them. They might just need someone to listen to them for the
moment.
• Stay in touch and be there for them. Genuine care and concern can make a real difference.
SOME THINGS TO REMEMBER
• If the person doesn't want to talk, don't criticise them.
• Tell them you're still concerned about changes in their behaviour and you care about them.
• Avoid confrontation
• You could say: "Please call me if you ever want to chat" or "Is there someone else you'd
rather talk to?"

Universities Camp
The students who attended the Universities Camp in Perth during Week 4 are to be
congratulated on their conduct throughout the week. Thankfully, the weather gods were
kind to us and the storms originally forecasted for the first two days didn’t eventuate.
Hopefully, the students have gained a useful insight as to their options when they finish
High School, an insight that will inspire them to do the hard yards over the next two years.
Above: Zaine Smith, Daewon Meng-Ung,
Mary Newton, Carla Harris and Ntokozo
Mbangani undertake the Campus Challenge
at Curtin University.

Below: Kiani Piggott, Caitlin Parker, Paige
Scolaro, Felicity Slee, Zoe McCrea and Alex
Carson experiencing the Curtin University
Campus Challenge

Below: Ryan Quinlivan, Ryan Williams, Elijah
Gordon, Ollie Cope and Cooper O’Neill
relaxing at Curtin University.

Above: Ava Males, Jacinta Hartley,
Abbey Berryman, Isha Cook, Tina Barz, Holly
Bishop, Phoenix Copeland and Eloise
Lochowicz at Curtin University.

Preparing for Upper School Subject Selection
The program to assist the Year 10 students who are intending to go into the ATAR pathway next year is drawing
to a close, with the last of the appointments for selecting subjects being conducted next week. Well done to all
those students who have already had their appointments – you have been organised and shown good
preparation for these meetings. Students who haven’t had an interview yet should arrange one as soon as
possible. Please see me if you require assistance.
The attendance at the VET Conference at the Civic Centre on September 4th was excellent. The students
appeared to enjoy the presentations from the staff and the seven current and former VET students who came in
to give their perspective on their time in their VET course. Likewise, the students seemed to really benefit from
the opportunity to engage with the 24 industry and business representatives who attended. The school is
extremely grateful to these people for giving up their time to come in and offer advice and information about the
Workplace Learning component of the VET program. The level of engagement shown by the students appeared
to reflect a growing understanding of the need for them to actively engage in choosing the appropriate pathway
and VET course for the next two years.

Below: Bailey Guest, Denham Hallam,
Cody Mack and Tyler Berry chat with staff
from AFGRI Equipment.

Below: Malachi Riley, Reggie Stacey,
Riley Coates (obscured) and Hartley
Pattinson chat with Jaye Jose and
Shane Tobin from Esperance Shire.

Above: Students and businesses discuss
Workplace Learning.

Below: Lucy Wilson and Nicole Norwood
finding out about working in the
hospitality sector.

Above: Juliette Zani and Chloe Ling
discuss work place expectations.

Those students who will be applying for positions in the nine “dedicated” VET courses (Agriculture, Automotive,
Building and Construction, Business, Child Care, Community Activities (Sport and Recreation), Hair, Hospitality
or Metals and Engineering) will have their interviews in weeks 1 and 2 next term. Students interested in getting
into these courses can start preparing by completing their blue Preparation Form and their Application Packs, and
by gathering supporting material like their Work Experience Evaluations.
Work Experience
Next week will see the third group of students go out on work experience. The school is very fortunate to have so
many businesses prepared to give our students the opportunity to experience first-hand what it could be like to
work in a particular occupation. This insight will hopefully give the students the information they need to make
informed, realistic choices about what they do next year.

Above: Cameron Hulm with
Grantley Creasley at
Farmers Centre.

Above: Nick Harris at
AFGRI Equipment.

Above: Tyler Berry at
Claas Harvest Centre.

Below: Jemma Saddington and
Chloe Ling at
B Naturally You.

Above: Denham Hallam at
Staines Esperance.

Below: Harry Ayers
at the Civic Centre.

Above: Jayden Stokes-Scott at
Esperance Communications.

Below: Felicity Jones, Lucy Wilson
and Bella Williams at
Esperance Primary School.

Above: Riley Coates at
Wicked Welding.

Students who are interested in going on a voyage on the Sail Training Ship Leeuwin should note that CBH have
recently announced the provision of six very generous scholarships to be awarded to young people aged
between 14 – 25 who live in one of CBH’s Grain Receival Zones. Please contact me for further information.
If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please don’t hesitate to contact me on: 9071 9555 or
Geoff.Poole@education.wa.edu.au
Geoff Poole

The Year 11 students are to be commended on their continued good conduct
as we head towards the middle of Semester 2. The fact that there have been
so few referrals for poor behaviour is a great indication as to how well the
students are adapting to the behaviours expected of upper school students.
Likewise, the fact that so many students have been following the correct procedures after any
absences is a reflection on just how well organised the students and their parents/carers are.
Leavers’ Jackets
Thank you to all students who made a contribution to the design of the Leaver’s jacket for next
year. All the votes are in and the chosen design is below. As there is a significant turnaround time, I
will be ordering the jackets on Friday 25th October in the hope that they will be here for the start of
the 2020 school year. Students need to have placed their order before this date.

Exam Preparation
As the term draws to a close, ATAR students should be getting into their exam preparation. The
students have been reminded that many had noted after their Semester 1 exams that they hadn’t
given themselves enough revision and study time, so hopefully they’ll do a better job this time. For
those students who find themselves procrastinating when it comes to studying, please consider the
following:
*
*
*

Procrastination will lead to stress, anxiety and guilt.
Don’t rely on waiting to feel motivated.
Make a small goal and make a start. Set the clock for eight minutes, and make a start! You’ll
be pleasantly surprised at what happens after you take that first step.

Term 4 Timetable Structure
This week I reminded the Year 11s of the structure that has been put in place for them in the run up
to the end of the year. As you can see in the table below, there are different programs in place,
depending on which pathway a student is in.
Year 11 - Term 4
Weeks 1 and 2

Week 3
Exams all week.
Last exams on
Friday 1st
November.

Weeks 4, 5 and 6

ATAR

Complete Year 11
ATAR course work.
Exams start on
Thursday 24th
October.

VET

Continue/complete Year 11 course, Workplace Learning and
Certificate work. Finish school on Friday 22nd November.

Above: ATAR students, Riana Swart, Holly Martin
and Hayley Karger focused on their studies.

Start Year 12 ATAR
curriculum on
Monday 4th
November.

Week 7
Finish school on
Friday 29th
November.

Above: ATAR student, Mick Oxley, hard at work.

ATAR students should note that while they will commence their Year 12 course work in their ATAR
subjects during Week 4, they will continue in their General classes (e.g. Outdoor Education) through
until the 22nd November.
Students undertaking the Certificate II in Skills for Work and/or the Certificate II in Information
Technology will be on work placement in Weeks 2 and 3 of Term 4.
Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss any matter relating to your child’s schooling. You
can contact me at the school on 90719555 or by emailing me at peter.turner@education.wa.edu.au.
Peter Turner
Year 11 Coordinator

Thank you to all of the students for completing the Department’s online
‘Satisfaction and Intentions Survey’. By doing this, students have been able to
provide feedback that can be used to improve the educational programs that are
offered to students in the future.
As we move towards the end of the term, students will find that they will be required to complete a
number of similar tasks: submitting a profile piece for the Jumbunna magazine and handing in the
information that can be used in compiling a school reference are just two of these. Parents/carers please help us by encouraging your child to complete these tasks.
Year 12s Timeline of Events
There are a number of activities scheduled for the couple of weeks that are designed to prepare
students for life after school, and to celebrate their time at school.
Term 3
Week

Date

Event

9/10

19 – 24 September

Exit Weeks

10

23 September

Year 12 SIDE exams commence for ATAR students

10

24 September

Year 12 Farewell assembly (Tuesday Period 8)

10

25 September

Last day at school (term 3) for Year 12 ATAR students

10

25 September

Year 12 Breakfast

10

26 September

Year 12 school exams commence for ATAR students

10

27 September

Last day of school for year 12 VET students

During the Term 3 School Holidays
1

28-4 October

2

7 – 11 October

ATAR WACE Practical Exams: Physical Education Studies and Music (Year 12 school
exams study break)
Year 12 school exams continue

Term 4
1

14 – 23 October

ATAR students are expected to attend school for exam debrief / revision. WACE exam
slips handed out.

4

30 October

First WACE exam

8

27 November

Graduation Prize Night Ceremony/ Year 12 Supper

Term 4 – VET Students
Providing that all course requirements have been completed, VET students finish school on the last day
of Term 3, Friday 27th September. Those students who have not completed course requirements will be
required to return in Term 4 to complete their unfinished work. Prior arrangements will need to be made
between the student and their teachers for this to occur.

Term 4 – ATAR students
ATAR students are required to attend school in Term 4.
Semester 2 exams commence on Thursday 26th September and conclude on Friday 11th October. The
exam venue is the Seventh Day Adventist Church Hall where exams are normally held.
ATAR students are then required to be in attendance at school from Monday 14th October to
Wednesday 23rd October inclusive. It is critical that all ATAR students attend on these days for
exam debriefing purposes and final revision.
From Thursday 24th October students are on study break. During this time, the students can request
assistance from their teachers by negotiating a mutually agreed time.
The first ATAR exam commences on Wednesday 30th October at the Seventh Day Adventist Hall where
exams are normally held. Students must bring their examination slip with them to the exams or they will
not be able to enter the exam room – these will be given to students in week 1 of term 4.
Exit week dress-up themes and operating guidelines for exit weeks
The school is required to ensure the safety of all students and school property. In the interests of the
health and safety of everyone, the following requirements of behaviour by Year 12 students apply:
1. No damage to other students.
2. No damage to school or private property.
3. No alcohol or illegal drugs are to be consumed (police action will be taken if this requirement is
infringed).
4. Students are not to endanger themselves.
5. The educational program of other students must not be interrupted or compromised.
6. No student is to be on school grounds after hours.
If any of these guidelines are breached, severe consequences will follow.
Recess and lunchtime activities during exit week are still being arranged; however, the students have
decided on their dress up themes.
Thursday 19th September
First letter of your name
Friday 20th September

Where you’re going to be in 10 years

Monday 23rd September

Iconic

th

Tuesday 24 September

Fictional character

Breakfast on Wednesday 25th September
The venue for the breakfast will be the Pink Lake Golf Club. The supervision of the breakfast will start at
7:15am. The cost (to cover food) is $5. Parents need to note that students will have to make their own
transport arrangements to and from the venue. Staff will only be able to supervise the students until
8.30am. ATAR students are not expected to attend school on this day as they prepare for the start of
exams on Thursday. VET students will need to attend school as per normal. A permission form will be
given out shortly. This needs to be filled in and returned, with the $5, to the Business Manager’s office.
Graduation Prize Night Ceremony
The Upper School Prize Night Ceremony will take place at the Civic Centre on Wednesday 27 th
November. Students need to assemble in the reception room from 5:30pm for a 6:00pm start. Dress for
the event is ‘smart’. We endeavour to complete the ceremony in two hours. It will be assumed that
students WILL BE ATTENDING unless they specifically contact the front office to say that they will not
be coming. This needs to be done before 9:00am on Tuesday 26 th November. This measure is
specifically designed to avoid the embarrassment that occurs when a special guest attends to present
an award, but the student does not. Students who do not attend will be able to collect their graduation
portfolio etc. from the school’s front office after 1:00pm on Thursday 28 th November.

Year 12 supper
The Prize Night Ceremony will be followed by an informal gathering for Year 12 students, parents and
teachers in the Civic Centre reception room for supper. To attend this function, students will need to
purchase tickets from the front office. The cost is $20 per person which includes soft drinks, finger food
and, specifically for the students, a graduation signing book and pen. The night will conclude at 10pm.

The Graduants!

LASTLY
It would be appreciated if parents could support the school with a couple of issues over the last two
weeks of term. Students need to make a concerted effort to get to school on time and to attend form so
that they can keep informed (through daily notices) about what is happening. I will also be placing
information on Connect. If a student is late to school, it is essential that they sign in at the front office.
Most importantly, students need to stay focussed during these last two weeks at school, to make certain
they complete their work to the standard they are capable of. This will ensure that VET students don’t
need to come back in Term 4 to complete outstanding work and that ATAR students will get the best
preparation for their school ATAR exams.
In closing, I would like to thank you for your support in getting your children through their secondary
education. I have particularly enjoyed these last four years as their Year Coordinator and I wish the
students all the best for their futures.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at
Brett.B.Landers@education.wa.edu.au or phone the school on 90719555.
Brett Landers
Yr 12 Coordinator
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All Welcome!

Drinks and nibbles
provided
Our amazing canteen has hot and cold food
available to
purchase every day!
Thursday’s $5 nachos are very popular!
Can order with sour cream! Yum!
Lots of gluten-free and
dairy-free options
•

Our Canteen Menu is on our Facebook
group “Esperance SHS P&C Association”
>Files or on the school website
www.esperanceshs.wa.edu.au/canteen
Place specific orders at the canteen from 8am
each morning or
Online at www.quickcliq.com.au
(Where FIRST BREAK = recess
SECOND BREAK = lunch)
•

Purchase from a selection of food before
schoolP&C
from 8am,
at recess or
CONTACT
at lunch time

The P&C is responsible for the canteen and all
profits are channelled
to our students.

Our P&C contact is
Helen Staer
Vice President
ESHS P&C
Mobile: 0478 213232

Term 3,
Week 8
President:
Michelle Handley

Vice President:
Helen Staer

Treasurer:
Jayne Watkins

Mieke Oxley

Tuesday last week we had a great P&C meeting!
We had extra special nibbles, cheese and drinks to commemorate

Cathy Bamblett’s last P&C meeting with us!

It has truly been fantastic working with such a committed, caring and thoughtful
principal. Cathy always asks for our input and listens attentively to parents’
opinions and feedback. As parents we are so grateful to have had a principal
who values parent input, cares for our kids so much and will do all that she can
to help them succeed in their education. Thank you, Cathy!!
At our meeting, we also heard from our guest speaker:

Anna Bonney, our Girls Academy Program Manager.

Being NAIDOC, it was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate with her the success
of the Girls Academy. Anna does such a wonderful job, and together with the
other staff and with fantastic support from the school, is able to help make a
difference in so many young girls’ educational and personal journeys.
** Did you know that Indigenous women are the most disadvantaged group
in Australia?!
The Girls Academy program is such a great mentoring program that helps
change lives and communities one girl at a time! There are currently 48 girls in
our program. The program has five focus areas: Attendance, Achievement,
Personal Development, and Graduation and Post School Options.
Thank you Anna and your team!

Helen Staer
(ESHS P&C Vice President)

We are a friendly, welcoming group.
Please come to our next P&C meeting!
Meetings are held once a term on the second Tuesday
of the month during term time in the staffroom.
Park in front of the school office. The staffroom is at the
back left hand side of the office building.

