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Knowledge comes, but
wisdom lingers

Week 9, Term 1

Special dates
to remember
Monday 3rd April
Parent Night
Friday 7th April
Athletics Carnival
Monday 10th - Friday 21st April
School Holidays
Monday 17th - Friday 28th April
Quiet Lion ANZAC Tour
Monday 24th April
School Development Day
(students do not attend)
Tuesday 25th April
Anzac Day Public Holiday
Wednesday 26th April
Term 2 commences for students
Saturday 6th May
Upper School Ball

YEAR 9-12 SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Congratulations to the year 9-12 students who participated in the
Faction Swimming Carnival last week. The students’ participation
was outstanding and the fun atmosphere infectious.
Well done all students who participated in the carnival and to the
tireless faction captains who inspired the younger year groups to
compete and to support their team.
A big thank you to Ms Kerryn Phillips, the Physical Education
department, other staff and all students involved in such a great
day.
The results were as follows:
Champion
Girl
Runner Up
Champion
Boy
Runner Up

Tuesday 9th - 19th May
Year 9 NAPLAN testing

Year 9
Indhi
MacDonald
Hayley Karger
Liam Brennan

Year 10
Kalira
Docherty
Anna Smith
Cooper
Kennedy
Max Campbell Liam Harris

Upper School
Megan Karger
Ashlee Parker
Fletcher Slee
Angus Barter

FACTION WINNERS
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Eyre
Dempster
Rossiter
Flinders

446 points
283 points
243 points
122 points

MENINGOCOCCAL ACWY VACCINATION PROGRAM
Meningococcal disease is an uncommon but sometimes lifethreatening illness. The disease is a result of a bacterial infection of
the blood and/or the membranes that line the spinal cord and brain.
Although treatable with antibiotics, the infection can progress very
rapidly, so it is important that anyone experiencing symptoms of
meningococcal disease seeks medical attention promptly.
At any one time, approximately 10 per cent of healthy people carry
meningococcal bacteria harmlessly in their nose or throat, and do
not become ill.

There are thirteen different types of meningococcal bacteria (called ‘serogroups’). In WA, around 90 per
cent of all cases are caused by serogroup B organisms.
On rare occasions, the meningococcus causes serious invasive infections, inclucing septicaemia
(infection of the blood), meningitis (infection of the membranes that cover the brain and spinal cord) and
other illnesses.
Parents can expect to receive Men W vaccination consent material via the high school early in term 2.
Parents are urged to complete the forms and return them to the school promptly, to protect your child
and community. Please note that students 16 years and over are able to give their own consent as a
mature minor. The date of the vaccination at the high school is still unknown at this stage and we will
keep you informed through the upcoming newsletters.
WASTE WISE SCHOOL FARM
Mr Bruce Fitzpatrick has been working with the students at the School Farm as part of being a waste
wise school, to reduce and reuse materials. He has also made connection with the local community via
The Festival of the Wind in order to find a use for the recycled products, including the cute little planter
boxes that the farm students have made, as seen below. Well done, Mr Fitzpatrick and students.

Students involved in this project include:
L to R: Flynn Everett, Alex Stone, Tyrone Puckey, Blake Hirt

NATIONAL EXCELLENCE IN SCHOOL LEADERSHIP (NESLI) ADVANCED LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

Congratulations to Mrs Renee Reid (Head of English) and Mrs Leanne Cassam (Head of Humanities
and Social Sciences) who received a women’s
advanced leadership scholarship and completed
their study in this area.
Mrs Reid and Mrs Cassam received the
scholarship from the NESL Institute and the
Women and Leadership Wellbeing Australia
group, to support the development of female
leaders across the education section.
One of the most highly attended women’s
leadership programs, this course extended over
five months and focussed not only on managing
as a leader but also on how to lead strategic
initiatives within the school and departments
while, at the same time, managing work-life
balance.

L to R: Mrs Renee Reid and Mrs Leanne
Cassam

Mrs Reid said the program allowed her and Mrs Cassam to identify staff’s strengths and areas for
development to help develop teachers’ practice, to collaborate with other leaders at the school, and
to develop a network of women across Australia who can help to mentor others. The course was a
combination of interactive webinars and self-directed learning, with the key themes of communication,
influence and resilience. Congratulations, Renee and Leanne, on your perseverance, commitment and
achievement.
SCITECH
Last Tuesday and Wednesday, Scitech visited the school to create some exciting, hands-on science
learning for our students.
The Head of Science, Mr Paul Kruger, elaboarated on what a
day with Scitech involved.
An interactive Scitech presentation ‘Beyond the Beaker’
recently came to the year 7-9 students at ESHS. This program
encouraged students to broaden their understanding of the
role of science, technology and engineering in everyday life.

The students
had to use
A re-purposed Technology experiment
their scientific
problem-solving skills to make everyday decisions such
as the best way to dye their hair and the best type of food
to eat. This included some payback to their teachers by
getting them to EAT crickets!
Students were encouraged to consider their future
Experiment in Product Testing
options, whether this will be going to TAFE, university,
taking a gap year, or getting a part-time job. The Scitech team presented relevant case studies of young
people using their scientific knowledge and decision making in popular industries such as mechanical
engineering and robotics.
Innovative technology was brought along too, with several
students participating in a friendly jousting tournament with
PlayStation Move motion controllers.
Students realised that science is where you ask a question,
make a prediction, try something out and see what happens.
It’s figuring out how the world works.

Engaging students in investigative science

Thank you to Mr Kruger, Head of Science, the staff and the
team from Scitech for bringing ‘science alive’ to Esperance yet
again.

RESILIENCY COMMITTEE
The theme for resiliency this week is on looking at ways to help children manage anxiety levels. Attached
is a flyer on this topic by parent educator, Michael Grose, for your information.
TIME SAVING TIPS FOR BUSY PARENTS/CARERS
Another attachment is provided to help busy parents prepare healthy food in a time-saving manner. Jean
Hailes for Women’s Health also provides free health-oriented magazines with other healthy tips and
research findings - refer to the website on the flyer for further information.

INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Congratulations to the interschool swimming team who attended the swimming carnival in Albany last
Tuesday and Wednesday. Students represented the school very well, demonstrated great commitment,
sportsmanship and achievement.
The team performed very well on the day, achieving third place in A grade division, which was an
excellent achievement.
Well done everyone, and to the following individual high performers:
• Open Runner-Up Champion Male - Fletcher Slee
• Open Runner-Up Champion Female - Megan Karger
• Year 7 Runner-Up Champion Female - Shelby Kennedy
A huge thank you to Matt Lovejoy, Head of Health and Physical Education, and Kerryn Phillips for
enabling the students to have this competitive sporting experience and to represent Esperance.
CANTEEN
Canteen News: On Thursday, 6th April, the canteen will run on a limited menu and on Friday, the 8th
April the canteen will be closed for the end of term clean up.
Parents can order lunch online. To do so, follow the four easy steps at www.ouronlinecanteen.com.au.
Alternatively, students can pre-order in the morning from what’s on the menu. Students are therefore
guaranteed to receive what they choose. Otherwise, the choices are limited for those who do not
pre-order.
We are still needing volunteers. New to town? Come and join our friendly team. One hour of your time is
all we ask, and any day and any time is fine. Please contact the Canteen on 90719 516 if you can do so.
From Helen Clayton, Canteen Manager
SURVIVAL OF THE PARENTS AND CITIZENS ASSOCIATION AND THE CANTEEN
We need your help please. The high school is in danger of losing its Parents and Citizens Association
and the school canteen due to inability to fill all executive positions.
The P&C needs:• A secretary
• A treasurer
• A canteen convenor
Without a Secretary and a Treasurer, the P&C is legally not able to operate. If we don’t have these roles
filled by April 30th, the P&C will be legally forced to cease operations and the Canteen will close.
The previous Treasurer, Lindy Shipard, and the previous Secretary, Fiona Hartley, will still be executive
members of the P&C this year if it is able to continue operating, and are very happy to assist any parent
or carer who is prepared to take on any of these roles. The P&C is also fortunate to have a Bookkeeper,
Anne Dwyer, who provides great support to the Treasurer.
The P&C also needs volunteers to help in the school canteen.
This could be working in the canteen at the time(s) and day(s) suitable to you. It could also mean
working only over the recess break (from 10:45am to 12 noon for example) or only over the lunch break
(from 12:15pm to 1:40pm for example). And you get a free lunch!
If you are able to assist in any way or wish to have further information, please contact the Canteen
Manager, Helen Clayton on 9071 9516. Your kindness in volunteering would be very much appreciated.

If you require any further information on the role of the P&C Secretary, Treasurer or Canteen Convenor,
please contact the P&C President, Andrew Waters, on 0412 166647, Lindy Shipard on 0424 212806,
Fiona Hartley on 0407 086251, or the Principal, Cathy Bamblett on 90719555.
Many thanks for considering our call for help.
SCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
Next Friday 7th April will be our faction athletics carnival. This is a fun-filled day for everyone, and also
allows for the competitive students to shine in their preferred athletics area of expertise.
Students ‘dress up’ in their faction colours on the day and will look very different to a normal day - so
parents/carers, be prepared.
We would love to see many parents come along to cheer on their son or daughter during the day. The
carnival starts with the ‘march down’ from the quadrangle to the ovals adjacent to the Junior Campus
at around 9am. Lunch break is around 12:30 pm and the carnival will conclude around 2:50pm in the
afternoon.
The Canteen is closed on the carnival day, however, drinks and a sausage sizzle can be purchased
during the carnival.
After the faction carnival, the term I school holidays commence. What a great way to start the end-ofterm break. Happy holidays, everyone!

Progress Reports
You would have received your child’s Progress Reports via email. The report gives an indication of how
your child is performing academically and how their attitude and behaviour are developing at the end of
term 1. If you have any concerns for your child’s progression, there is still a Parent Night available on
Monday 3rd April to discuss this with individual teachers.
Year 11 and 12 Pathways
This week students had a year 10 meeting. Esperance Senior High School Youth Education Officer, Geoff
Poole, gave a brief introduction into Pathways for years 11 and 12 and emphasised that the choices they
make now will impact on the variety of choices they have when deciding upon an Upper School
Pathway. This means that academic progress, along with their attitude and behaviour, will determine
whether students are able to do ATAR, or whether access to VET courses available to them is restricted.
Year 10 student/parent Pathway Interviews will be conducted later in the year, usually during term 3, to
discuss the options for your child in year 11.
Legends
Teachers are currently nominating students from every year 10 class who have been enthusiastic about
their learning, consistently engaged with class work and are always striving to do their best work. The
students with the most nominations will be invited to an Easter Treasure hunt organised by the Library
staff in week 10.
Student Welfare
It is particularly helpful when parents and carers keep the school (and me) informed as to any situations
that may be affecting students’ conduct and/or performance. Already this term, I have been able to
assist in a number of instances where circumstances have had an adverse effect on a student’s capacity
to perform.
If you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on 90719555 or
Brett.B.Landers@det.wa.edu.au.
Brett Landers
Year 10 Coordinator

Progress Reports have been distributed and it is pleasing to be able to say that most students
appear to have made a good start to the year. Parents/carers, and their children, should be able
to see important indicators on a number of factors, including the appropriateness of the subjects
students have selected and how well they have adapted to the workload that comes with being in
Upper School, especially for those students who have selected the ATAR (university) pathway.
Any student who has a ‘4’ or a ‘5’ for their Progress rating in any of their subjects should be
having urgent discussions with their subject teacher to ascertain what it is that needs to be done
to get their rating to ‘3’ or above.
It needs to be noted that, with the recent changes to the Western Australian Certificate of
Education (WACE) requirements, students can no longer combine a D grade with a B grade to
get a C grade average. To meet the Achievement Standard, students must now get 14 C grades
over the course of year 11 and 12 (of which at least six need to be in year 12).
By now, ATAR students should have adopted a consistent homework schedule. The work done
at home can include homework that is set by the teacher, work on assignments, revision
(summary notes for topics within a subject etc.) and/or specific study for tests etc. Some students
may feel that their performance could be improved if they attended revision workshops during the
school holidays – see me for more information.
At a recent year meeting I pointed out to the students that being in Upper School meant that
there is an expectation that they would be taking a greater level of responsibility for their learning.
This would mean requirements such as being on top of any assessments that were due and
being sure to seek clarification on things they didn’t understand in class. Teachers want students
to do as well as they can. Students should want the same.
It is pleasing to note how well most students have settled into Upper School in terms of their
behaviour and their adherence to the school’s attendance procedures. There are, however, many
students who have not handed in their Assessment Policy return slips.
For any further assistance with any of these issues, please do not hesitate to contact me on
90719555 or via email (Geoff.poole@education.wa.edu.au).

Geoff Poole
Year 11 Coordinator
Youth Education Officer

It’s great to see all year 12 students maintaining a good work ethic as term 1 begins to draw to a close. All
students should have established an effective study routine that will see them succeed in achieving their
goals this year.
This is a busy time of year for social and sporting activities. Congratulations to all students who were
involved in the recent upper school swimming carnival. Standout year 12 swimmers were Angus Barter,
Sam Crisp, Brad Skinner, Matilda Ellett, Dylan Gillis, Chloe Jackson, Tia Kuss, Sofie Hawke, Claudia Hodges,
Kate Johnston, Claire McIntyre, Harriet Kirchner, Brody Ogle, Sage Robbs, Will Venter, Thomas Hammond,
Kerri-Anne Barlow, Joe Quinlivan, Jesse Rowe and Caiti Staer. You all helped to contribute to a great day.
Good luck to all students for the up and coming athletics carnival. I hope to see you all dressed up in your
faction colours and promoting the school spirit like year 12 students have done in the past. Likewise, good
luck to all students who are currently participating in the trials process for selection into Country Week
teams. I know that competition for places is intense this year with a large number of students hoping to
be selected for teams.
Finally, the school ball is an important event on the social calendar for most year 12 students. There have
been many enthusiastic conversations about dress colours, hairstyles and transport on the big night to be
heard when walking about the school at lunchtime. I hope everyone has an enjoyable evening. I know it
will be a night to remember for you all.
On Monday 3rd April ATAR students will have a meeting in Room 1 during lunchtime. The purpose of the
meeting is to listen to a presentation by a representative from TEE Consultants. TEE Consultants offer a
programme at The University of Western Australia and Murdoch University in the July school holidays to
assist ATAR students to prepare for their WACE exams. Emphasis will be on the course content, with
special attention given to examination technique, methods of eliminating careless errors and how work
should be presented to gain maximum marks. It is expected that all ATAR students attend the meeting in
Room 1. Please be prompt and bring your lunch.
If you have any concerns regarding your child’s progress, please feel free to contact me at the school on
90719555 or by emailing peter.turner@education.wa.edu.au
Peter Turner
Year 12 Coordinator

