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Special dates 
to remember

Monday 6th March
Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 7th - Friday 24th March 
OLNA testing

Tuesday 14th March
P&C meeting - 7 pm in staffroom

Wednesday 22nd March
Year 8 immunisation

Year 7-10 photos

Thursday 23rd March
Year 11-12 photos

Friday 24th March
Lower School Progress reports 

emailed 

Tuesday 28th March
Upper School Progress reports 

emailed
Interschool Athletics Carnival

Thursday 30th March
Parent Night

Monday 3rd April
Parent Night

Friday 7th April
Athletics Carnival

Monday 10th - Friday 21st April
School Holidays

Monday 17th - Friday 28th April
Quiet Lion ANZAC Tour

Monday 24th April
School Development Day

Tuesday 25th April
Anzac Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 26th April
Term 2 commences for students

Saturday 6th May
Upper School Ball

Tuesday 9th - 19th May
Year 9 NAPLAN testing

Week 5, Term 1

VET BEAZLEY MEDAL WINNER 2016 - TATE BERTOLA
On the 15th February the School Curriculum and Standards 
Authority’s Exhibitions and Awards Presentation Ceremony 

was conducted at 
Government House 
Ballroom in Perth, to 
celebrate the highest 
levels of achievenent 
by year 12 students in 
2016. Presentations 
occurred for the fi fty 
student General 
Exhibition winners, 
and the WACE  
Subject and VET  
Exhibition winners.The  

evening concluded with the presentation to the two top students 
in Western Australia: VET  Beazley Medal Winner: Tate Bertola 
from Esperance Senior High School, and Beazley Medal Winner: 
Caitlin Revell, from Perth Modern School.

The Beazley Medal was fi rst awarded in 1984 to acknowledge 
the strongest performance in tertiary entrance scoring subjects. 
It was named after the late Kim Beazley Snr, a prominent West 
Australian who won subject exhibitions in English and History in 
1935 and who was a Federal Minister for Education from 1972 to 
1975.

In 1997, an award score was introduced as a measure of 
achievement for the Beazley Medal: TEE. In 2010, as a result 
of curriculum changes, 
the Medal was  re-
named the Beazley 
Medal: WACE.

In 2000, a second 
Beazley Medal 
was introduced to 
recognise the best 
performance in  the 
fi eld of vocational 
education and training, 
named the Beazley 
Medal: VET.

Kim Beazley (Jnr) and Tate with his very proud 
parents, Tiffany and Danny

Caitlin Revell, Kim Beazley (Jnr) and Tate Bertola



We are extremely proud of Tate for his outstanding achievement in being top VET student in the State, 
the 17th winner of the Beazley Medal: VET, as well as for his VET Exhibition Award and Certifi cate of 
Excellence in Automotive, Engineering and Logistics.

Mr Kim Beazley (Jnr), also a former Education Minister in the Federal Government, was present on the 
night to congratulate both Tate and Caitlin for their wonderful achievements. 

NEW UNDERCOVER AREA FOR THE JUNIOR CAMPUS
Currently, the Junior Campus walkway area leading to the Residential College is being extended 
somewhat into the Junior Campus quadrangle, thus providing some extended coverage from the weather.

This work is being undertaken by Greg Horan Construction and will take approximately three weeks to 
complete. The students have responded well to fi nding alternative entry and exit points around this area. 

PROGRESS REPORTS AND PARENT NIGHTS
The parent/teacher interview evenings for all students are scheduled over two days, Thursday 30th 
March and Monday 3rd April, between 5:30pm and 8pm in the Junior Campus. Parents can choose 
either night to attend and students are also welcome to accompany their parents.

All subjects are important. The aim of the evening is for parents/carers to meet briefl y with teachers to 
discuss their child’s progress and any other queries they may have. 
Please note: For a detailed or lengthy interview, please use this time also to make a full appointment 
during school hours.

Instructions to book appointments will be included in the next newsletter, informing parents on how to 
make bookings with teachers online in Connect. Your child’s teachers appear on their Progress Report, 
which will be emailed out on Friday 24th March for years 7-10 and Tuesday 28th March for years 11-12 
(week 8). If you do not have an email address, a hard copy will be given to those students to take home. 

Our Principal (Cathy Bamblett), Deputy Principals (Ken Duffy and Neville Clifton), Team Leaders (Year 7 
Beau Scanlon, Year 8 Jodie Falconbridge, Year 9 Lydia Redpath, Year 10 Brett Landers, Year 11 Geoff 
Poole and Year 12 Peter Turner) will also be present, should parents wish to talk to them.

Refreshments will be available in Common Area 300 of the Junior Campus. Please help yourself to tea 
or coffee throughout the evening.

For interested parents, the Library will be open on both nights for anyone to wander through and look at 
recent changes. 

WA HEALTH YEAR 8 SCHOOL-BASED IMMUNISATION PROGRAM
The Department of Health is offering a free immunisation program to year 8 students in 2017. The 
program offers the students booster doses of childhood vaccinations, including diphtheria, tetanus and 
whooping cough, as well as chicken pox vaccines if students have not previously received this vaccine 
or had the disease. As well, an additional vaccine for protection against human papillomavirus (HPV) will 
be provided. Parents of year 8 students already have received an information pack this term, containing 
details of the program and a consent form for parents to sign. Could all forms be returned to the school 
as soon as possible.

Population Health nurses are conducting Round One of the program at school on Wednesday, 22nd 
March.

Parents must sign and return the consent form if their children are to participate in this free 
immunisation program by Friday, 15th March.

For more information, and to watch a video about the vaccination program, visit: healthway.wa.gov.au/
immunisation.

If you have any queries about this school-based immunisation program, please contact the school nurse, 
Mrs Heather Campbell, on 9071 9529. 



STUDENT COUNCILLORS
Congratulations to the students recently elected onto the 2017 Student Council this year. This is an 
important leadership position in the school and we are delighted that these students are embracing 
leadership roles.

The Years 8 to 12 Student Council is listed below. Year 7 Student Councillors are elected during term 2.
YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11

Marissa Dattani Meg Baker Nahian Biswas Thane Barnes
Livinia Florisson Megan Kelman Casey Foster Arabella Lawrance
Eloise Lochowicz Taya Scholz Zoe Maccan Brydie Rose-Mellor

Mary Newton Whitney Thorne Anna Smith Sabastian Parker

YEAR 12 Prefects
Sam Ashby

Kerri-Ann Barlow
Chaiyya Cooper
Claudia Hodges

Jackson Marshall
Claire McIntyre
Jasmine Peucker

Joe Quinlivan
Rebecca Schutz
James Staunton

Head Boy and Girl
Joe Quinlivan Caiti Staer

SONGLINES DRUG AWARE ARTS PROJECT (by Allira Henderson) 
During term 3 2016, a group of enterprising students from Esperance Senior High School formed a 
student based leadership team to construct a mural and garden space within the school’s grounds. As 
part of the project, the leadership team applied for a YCulture Grant from Country Arts WA to the total 
of $3,263. The grant required the students to learn skills such as conducting professional phone calls, 
emailing local and external organisations and setting up a detailed budget. As a result, the students 
were successful in receiving the full amount of the funds they applied for from Country Arts WA.

During term 4 2016, the students worked with local cultural adviser, Doc Reynolds, to design a large 
mural across the 9x3 metre wall on the side of the Aboriginal Education Room. Students Talicia Tate and 
Jeliaha Councillor were instrumental in the design stages, creating an artwork that refl ects the importance 
of community relationships and displays the team’s love of Esperance’s beaches and waterways. The 
artwork uses symbols to depict how individuals are linked to family, friends and their community and 
how these relationships can help a young person to make the right decisions when exposed to drug use.

The raised garden bed has been constructed using pine sleepers and planted out using native plants. 
The students created several different designs for the garden bed. Jimmy Steel’s U shaped design with 
inbuilt bench won a unanimous vote to be the design that the team constructed.

During this project the students have attended several drug education workshops with Jill Fitzpatrick 
from the ‘School Drug Education and Road Aware’ (SDERA). From this invaluable education they have 
created their own posters to help promote the drug awareness message, targetting students of their 
own age group. 



The artwork and the garden bed have now been completed and the students held their grand opening  
two weeks ago to celebrate their achievements. Congratulations to the students involved, listed below, 
and a huge thank you to Student Support Offi cer, Allira Henderson, for coordinating this program and 
providing this overview of the project.

COMMUNICATING WITH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP STAFF
Esperance SHS is a large school and sometimes parents/carers are unsure about who to contact for 
particular information. Should you have a query regarding your child from a pastoral care or  behavioural 
point of view, then the Student Services team is a good starting point. The previous newsletter listed the 
variety of Student Services staff available to respond to your concerns.

In this newsletter, we have listed the Senior Management team of the school. For queries about your 
child’s progress in subject areas, often the best person to communicate with is the relevant teacher - or 
Head of Department (HOD), Teacher in Charge (TIC), or Program Coordinator, as outlined below:-

Heads of Department: 
چ  English – Renee Reid 
چ  Mathematics – Steven Hill 
چ  Science – Paul Kruger 
چ  Humanities and Social Sciences – Leanne Cassam
چ  Technology and Enterprise – Daniel Seinor
چ  Physical Education – Matthew Lovejoy
چ  The Arts (Music, Art and Drama) – Brad Oversby

Program Coordinators:
چ  Danny Pollard - Agriculture Education
چ  Sarah Day - Aboriginal Education
چ  Alison Gibbs - Follow the Dream: Partnership for Success program

Mrs Allira Henderson, Aliccia Whait, Charlie Milling, Daniel Bowers, 
Jimmy Steel and Michael Brown



South East Football Academy (Clontarf):
چ  Director - Glen Symonds

Teachers in Charge: 
چ  Home Economics - Rhonda Clifton 
چ  Business and the VET area – Cynnamon Harper
چ  Computing – Hillary Duffy
چ  Languages – Anaelle Talelo Donjio
چ  Library – Hillary Duffy
چ  Visual Arts – Peter Henson
چ  Bush Rangers Cadets – Craig Snow
چ  Emergency Services Cadets - Bruce Fitzpatrick 

As a reminder, the year coordinators are often a good way to make initial connect with the school.
Year Coordinators:  
چ  Year 7: Beau Scanlon
چ  Year 8: Jodie Falconbridge 
چ  Year 9: Lydia Redpath
چ  Year 10: Brett Landers
چ  Year 11: Geoff Poole
چ  Year 12: Peter Turner 

The school also has two deputy principals, Mr Neville Clifton - who is responsible for lower school 
students (years 7-10), and Mr Ken Duffy - responsible for upper school students (years 11 and 12).

INTERSCHOOL CRICKET
On Thursday, February 23rd Esperance Senior High School took on the Eastern Goldfi elds College in a 
Round 1, T20 Graeme Wood Shield regional cricket fi xture.

The game was played at the Esperance Oval. Eastern Goldfi elds, having won the toss, batted fi rst. Tight 
bowling and good fi elding restricted the Goldfi elds side to 70 runs, with Finn Vooght- Simpson (3 for 5 
off 2 overs) and Jacob Wagenknecht (2 for 4 off 3 overs) being the pick of the bowling.

Esperance in turn struggled with wickets falling at a regular basis. Tom Callow made a fi ne 20 before 
he fell to an excellent catch. Thankfully, Finn Vooght-Simpson (8 not out) and some fl amboyant hitting 
from Jevan Tholstrup (13, including the only six of the match) brought the side to victory with three balls 
to spare.
All players are to be congratulated on the fi ne spirit in which the game was played.

Congratulations to the following players on their sportsmanship and excellent play on the day, and a big 
thank you to the staff who accompanied the boys, Mr Hill and Mr Poole:-
Sam Ashby, Nahian Biswas, Max Bracken, Tom Callow, Callum Crawford, Darcy Cruttenden, Gus 
Ferguson, Liam Harris, Jevan Thostrup, Finn Vooght-Simpson and Jacob Wagenknecht.

RESILIENCY COMMITEE: STUDENT HEALTH AND WELLBEING - CHAT 
COMMITTEE
This past week the school has had a focus on resiliency, with the visit of Kayelene Kerr to the high 
school to talk to year 7,8,11 and 12 students.

Kayelene, an ex-student of the school, is a police offi cer and works for the WA Child Safety Services as one 
of their Cyber Safety Specialists. Kayelene is very knowledgeable about how to navigate safely around the 
internet and was able to share many examples of how to stay safe in this ever changing world. Even the 
parents who attended the community talk last Wednesday evening at Lotteries House found Kayelene’s 
messages to be informative, challenging, often astonishing, and certainly hitting the mark. Kayelene 
navigated around such topics as uses and misuses of social media; sexting (sending inappropriate 
photos across the internet) and the legal implications; applications (apps) to be aware of: protective 
behaviours, including what is grooming and signs to look for; and the ever expanding area of pornography.



While some areas may be a bit confronting, Kayelene’s messages to parents and students were clear 
and factual, helping good decision making to be made based on increased awareness and correct 
information.

Kayelene will be returning to Esperance in August, during which time she will present to more of our 
students. We will advertise her return at that time - and hope that parents take advantage of any parent 
presentation on offer at an evening Parent Forum as you NEED to know what is going on behind the 
real world in what Kayelene calls the ‘online fantasy world’.

This newsletter’s Resiliency Information Flyers include Cyber Safety Tips from Kayelene and how to 
help your children to Manage Emotions.

GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS - A Reminder
If you are eligible for the Secondary Assistance Scheme or the Abstudy Allowance, please note that all  
applications close on the last day of term 1 (Friday 7th April 2017) – no late applications will be accepted 
by the Government.

Please come to the front offi ce anytime between 8am and 4pm Monday to Friday with your concession 
card and we will be happy to assist you.

NEXT PARENTS AND CITIZENS MEETING

The next P&C meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th 
March in the staffroom of the high school, commencing 

at 7pm. This is the Annual General Meeting. Please come 
along and bring a friend to this meeting as we need your 

support - without members we cannot function as a P&C - 
or a canteen.

Come along and learn more about the school and 
contribute your suggestions to this parent representative 

forum.



 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
Welcome back to all the year 10s, and welcome to any new students who have joined us this year.  
 
As we approach the middle of term 1, I am hopeful that your child has settled back into school life. I have had many 
forms of contact with parents and carers already and ask if you have any queries that you do contact me to resolve 
any matters as soon as possible. Year 10 is very important for all students and overcoming any issues is imperative 
so that students can get on with the job of learning and having fun. 
 
Over the next few months your child will be asked to think about what they would like to do when they leave 
school after year 12. We will then discuss with all students in year 10 how they go about achieving this and what 
courses they may need to do in order to achieve their goals. 
 
From last year’s year 10s it is amazing how often I received the comments of ‘I should have done this’… ‘I could 
have done more’, and ‘if I knew how important it was I would have done that’. 
 
Some students were very disappointed that they were unable to get into the courses they wanted as the teachers 
at the school did not feel they were suitable for such a demanding course. Students who do not work hard enough 
now often limit their choices of courses in Upper School and, as a result, affect their options in the future. Now is 
the time to make a conscious effort to try hard and prepare for the challenges and successes you will face in years 
11 and 12. 
 
In week 6, some students will participate in OLNA: Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessments. These assessments 
test students’ functional literacy and numeracy. The students have two opportunities each year to pass these 
assessments, which are a requirement to be eligible to receive the Western Australian Certificate of Education 
(WACE). 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your child all the best for the rest of the year ahead and look 
forward to meeting with you in the near future. If you hold any concerns or issues with regard to your child’s 
schooling, please do not hesitate to contact me on 90719555 or Brett.B.Landers@det.wa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brett Landers 
Year 10 Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Brett.B.Landers@det.wa.edu.au


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Toby Mesec Kahn Wyatt Calab Padgurskis Mitch Fogarty in 
the computer lab. 

Renae Major Chloe Lawrence Courney Blampied Courtney Hulm 
know where the best lunches are made. 

Cydney Merkel and Lavinia Ashwin showing off their culinary skills 
in Food Technology 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Welcome to the 2017 school year for the parents/carers of our year 11 students. 
 
This year I have the privilege of being the Year Coordinator for the 178 students in year 11. For the benefit of those of you who 
I haven’t met, or taught, I initially came to the school as a Physical Education/Health Education teacher. For the last fourteen 
years I have been the school’s Youth Education Officer. In this role I have had significant involvement with year 10 students 
(and their parents/carers) through the process that takes place with subject selection for Upper School. 
 
It is my belief that the adjustment from lower school to upper school is the biggest change students will go through in their 
education. Hopefully, all students have settled into the course that they have chosen. Those in a dedicated VET course should 
have secured a workplace by now as this is a key component in the pathway that they have chosen. Likewise, those students 
who are aspiring to university entrance via the ATAR pathway should have significantly increased the amount of time they are 
devoting to homework, assignments, revision and study. Making a study plan for the week will definitely help. 
 
Parents should note that if students are going to make changes to their courses, they should do so by Friday, March 13. After 
that date it could be difficult to be able to complete the structured education program or complete sufficient assessment tasks 
to allow a grade to be assigned to the unit into which they are transferring. 
 
A key aspect of my role as a Year Coordinator will be attending to your child’s social well-being. Overall, it is my belief that the 
sharing of information between the student, the school and the parent/carer is critical when it comes to students making the 
most of the opportunities that are on offer while at school. Please be sure to contact the school if situations arise that are 
going to impact on your child’s education and/or well-being. 
 
As an example, it would be appreciated if parents/carers could notify me if their child is eligible for special examination 
arrangements. Provisions can be made that will assist candidates who have a permanent or temporary disability to 
demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and skills in the external examinations. These disabilities include physical 
disabilities (e.g. multiple sclerosis), illness (e.g. diabetes, chronic fatigue syndrome), vision impairment, hearing impairment, 
fine motor disability, specific learning disability, psychological/neurological disability and/or ADD/ADHD.  
Arrangements that may be granted include extra reading time, extra working time, non-working (rest) time, specialised 
equipment (e.g. desks, chairs, magnifying aids etc.), food and extra drink, special instructions in writing, use of a scribe, use of a 
computer, paper modification (e.g. coloured, in braille, enlarged etc.) and/or alternative format for a practical exam. 
 
Finally, some important dates to put in the diary: 
 
Tuesday, March 7 – Friday, March 24 - Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessments 
Tuesday, March 28 – Progress Reports are issued 
Thursday, March 30 and Monday, April 3 – Year 11 Parent Nights 
Saturday, May 6 – School Ball 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss any matter relating to your child’s schooling 
and/or well-being. You can contact me at the school on 90719555 or email me at geoff.poole@education.wa.edu.au 
 
Geoff Poole  
Year 11 Coordinator 
Youth Education Officer 
 

mailto:geoff.poole@education.wa.edu.au


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are almost halfway through first term and it has been a very busy start to the year for most year 12 students. It’s great to 
see so many students stepping up to the expectations and responsibilities that the year requires. We will soon be thinking 
about sports carnivals, the school ball and country week. Before long, we will be talking about exit week and ATAR students 
will be preparing for the WACE (Western Australian Certificate of Education) exams. 
 
VET students should be working hard at TAFE to make sure they have achieved all the competencies that contribute toward 
their Certificate II before the end of term 3. They should also have organised a work placement and be diligently logging hours 
to contribute towards their secondary graduation. Importantly, they should be working hard to obtain the best grades possible 
for their course work units at school so they have a suitable Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement to present 
to prospective employers. 
 
ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank) students should have settled into the effective study routines that they developed 
last year. They should also be fine-tuning the practices and processes needed to become successful in their endeavours this 
year. Importantly, consistent effort is required if students want to achieve their personal best this year. Successful students will 
devise a routine with a balance of homework and study. I suggest students review their learning daily or weekly and not just 
before assessments. Students should also review their learning after assessments so any mistakes can be rectified in a timely 
manner. Essentially, these reviews will help students to manage their levels of stress during exam periods. Ms Bamblett will 
soon deliver a “How to succeed” session during half unit to remind students of effective study practices.  
 
Progress reports will be sent out at the start of week 9. They will allow you to gauge your child’s progress and identify areas 
that need improvement. The Parent Evenings are being held on Thursday 30th March and Monday 3rd April for you to meet 
with your child’s teachers or myself. However, I recommend if any parents have concerns about their child’s achievement, 
study routines or efforts at home, contact the appropriate teacher or myself before these dates. 
 
This week ATAR students received a letter outlining their predicted ATAR, calculated by the Department of Education, based on 
their 2016 results. Please remember that, while this prediction can be used for goal setting in the future, it is important to note 
that final scores and ATARs will vary as a result of the moderation of school-based marks, scaling of individual courses, the 
overall nature of the state-wide year 12 cohort in any given year, and most importantly, the individual student's performance 
in the WACE exam. Based on these adjustments and predictions, students will be able to see me to track their progress during 
the year. If you would like to discuss these predictions, please contact me at the school. 
 
ATAR students who have a permanent or temporary disability, illness and/or specific learning disability that could disadvantage 
them in demonstrating their knowledge, skills and understandings in standard assessments may have the school apply to the 
School Curriculum and Standards Authority to sit ATAR course examinations under special arrangements. Applications can be 
made for the written and/or practical examinations. Application forms must be completed by the school, with supporting 
information supplied by external consultants, where relevant. If you think your child might be a candidate for special 
consideration, please contact me before the end of April to organise an application.  
 
I will be placing a second Year 12 Jacket order very soon.  If your child missed the first order, please have them see me as soon 
as possible.  
 
If you have any concerns regarding your child’s progress, please feel free to contact me at the school on 90719555 or by 
emailing peter.turner@education.wa.edu.au 
 
Peter Turner  
Year 12 Coordinator 
 

mailto:peter.turner@education.wa.edu.au
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