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Special dates 
to remember

Monday 8th - Friday 12th August
Follow the Dream Camp

Thursday 11th August
Year 7/8/9 Parent Night - Pathways 

to Upper School

Saturday 13th August
Apex Australia Teenage Fashion and 

Arts Youth Festival

Friday 19th - Saturday 20th
August

Music Festival

Monday 22nd - Friday 26th 
August

Music Camp
Book Week

Friday 26th August
School Development Day -

 students do not attend

Monday 29th August - Friday 2nd 
September

Year 10 University Camp

Saturday 10th September
50 Years Celebration Open Day

10am - 3pm
Sundowner at the Yacht Club

Wednesday 21st September - 
Friday 23rd September
Landcare National Finals

Friday 23rd September
Last Day of Term 3

Year 12 semester 2 exams start

Monday 10th October
School Development Day - students 

do not attend

Tuesday 11th October
Students return for term 4

Friday 14th October
Esperance Show holiday for staff 

and students

Week 4, Term 3

STAFF CHANGES
Welcome back to Mr Brett Landers who has returned from leave.

Best wishes to Ms Sandy Palmer who is on leave for the remainder 
of the year, and to our school nurse, Mrs Heather Campbell who 
is on leave until the 12th September. Thank you to Mr Craig Snow 
who has been the Year 9 Coordinator in Mr Landers’ absence.

Thank you to our other school nurse, Mrs Chris Heaton, who will 
continue to be at the school every day during the week, except 
on Wednesdays.

NATIONAL SCIENCE FORUM - CANBERRA
Congratulations to year 11 students, Claudia Hodges and 
Samantha Crisp, who have been selected to attend the annual 
National Science Forum at the Australian National University in 
Canberra next January.

Mr Doug Murray from the Rotary Club of Esperance said that it is 
most unusual for the Central Selection Committee to select two 
students from the same year and the same school. The students 
impressed the judges with their exceptional applications and were 
thus both chosen. Thank you to the Rotary Club of Esperance 
and the Head of Science Learning Area, Mr Paul Kruger, for 
supporting this program and endorsing the students’ applications.

We know that Claudia and Sam will be outstanding ambassadors 
for Esperance.

Samantha Crisp and Claudia Hodges



COMING EVENTS:
APEX AUSTRALIA TEENAGE FASHION AND ARTS YOUTH FESTIVAL (AAFTA)
This exciting event will be held on this Saturday, 13th August at the Civic Centre, commencing at 7:00pm. 
The cost for adults and children is $10 and tickets are available at the door. 

 WHEN:    Saturday, 13th August
 WHERE: Civic Centre
 TIME:  Doors open at 6:30pm
   Starts 7pm - Be early to save a seat!
 What:  A fashion parade of garments made by students over the  past two terms  
   in the four competitive areas of: Formal Wear, Casual Wear, Wearable Art  
   and Society and Environment  
 Cost:  $10 for adults and children (children under 5 free) - available at the door  
   on the night. 

THE MUSIC FESTIVAL
Music Festival time has come around again! 

The festival will run from Thursday 18th August to Saturday 20th August. Students will be performing as 
individuals and in ensembles.

Ensemble times include: Guitar Ensemble: Friday 19th August at 2:30pm; Junior (Concert)  Band: 
Friday 19th August at 7pm; the Jazz Band: Friday 19th August at 8pm. Tickets for the day sessions are 
$3 per adult or $2 for child/pensioner; and Friday and Saturday evening sessions are $10 per adult, $5 
for pensioners and $3 per child.

MUSIC CAMP
This year’s music camp will be held in Perth from Monday 22nd to Friday 26th August. Students are 
looking forward to the program, which will include attending a performance at WA  Academy of Performing 
Arts; performing a concert in Kings Park for the public; undertaking the ‘Escape Hunt Experience’, a 
problem solving challenge in Fremantle, in addition to some other fun events; and having many ensemble 
practices, thus providing the opportunity for students to be accepted into the relevant ensemble by the 
end of the camp.

Thank you to Mr Brad Oversby and Ms Fiona Lemon for all the work happening behind the scenes to 
get the camp under way.

WRITE A BOOK IN A DAY COMPETITION
Well done to the student writers and illustrators who spent a long yet exciting day down in the library last 
Friday, from 8am to 8pm, creating some amazing books ‘in a day’.

Students competed in this marathon event and by 8pm, the 
fi nal productions were unveiled. The books included: 
1)  Sympathy for Santa (year 11)
2)  Once in My Memory (year 10)
3)  Secrets and Lies (year 7).

A huge thank you to Mrs Jazmin Parker who was the power 
behind the scenes, the Library staff, Mrs Hillary Duffy and 
Mrs Jenny Bingham, and English teacher, Mr Jason Boyd, 
for their wonderful help throughout the day and evening - and 
to the following students for their commitment to the task and 
team work.

Nathan Gaughan, Briannah Ripp, Sam Duncan



All books will be sent to Princess Margaret Hospital to fi ll the children’s library there. 

Year 11 Year 10 Year 8 Year 7
Katelyn Dillon Arabella Lawrance Tahlia Polmear  Teresa Casey  
Chaiyya Cooper Ysabel Villamayor Jessica Robinson Marissa Dattani  
Jayde Hockley Brydie-Rose Mellor Jessica Williams Christine Ferreira 
Nathan Gaughan Sharna Kelsall Jenaya Headley  Paris Ditchburn 
Maude Guggisberg Keely Flanagan Soveryn Dickinson Sean Lawrance 
Samuel Duncan Paige Gibson Frazer Esposito  
Briannah Ripp Amber Burston

Abby Freeman
Dean Bonnet
Jayme Haclin

 

AUSTRALIAN AUTHOR DIANNE WOLFER  VISITS THE SCHOOL
The Library Coordinator, Mrs Hillary Duffy, herself a huge book lover, is encouraging students down to 
the newly refurbished library in so many ways. One of these is to promote the arrival of new books in 
the library, as per her article below.

Another way Mrs Duffy’s spreads the ‘reading message’ out there to the students is to invite some 
literary fi gures to visit the school. Last week, Dianne Wolfer visited some year 8 English classes and 
talked about the writing process. The Library has fi ve of her great books available for borrowing: 
Light Horse Boy, Choices, Dolphin Song, Lighthouse Girl and the Shark Caller.

There are over 30 new titles on the ‘New Books’ shelves in the Library, including: 
• The Jungle Book, Rudyard Kipling.   An absolute classic – it is really, really good. 
• The Call of the Wild, Jack London. Another classic – it is really, really good too. 
• Molly and Pim and the Millions of Stars, Martine Murray.  This is wild, whimsical and   
 wonderful. This book is shortlisted for the Children’s Book of the Year Awards – winners will  
 be announced during Book Week in week 6. 
• Teens Cook - How to cook what you want to eat. 
• And for the Alex Rider lovers: Scorpia The Graphic Novel.

The more students read, the more they are laying strong foundations for their literacy skills – so thank 
you to the library staff for promoting the benefi ts of reading and encouraging more students to take up 
this great pastime.

BOOK WEEK IS COMING IN WEEK 6 - 22nd AUGUST TO 25TH AUGUST
Students need to be thinking about:
• The costume they will be wearing for ‘Dress as your favourite book character’ day.
• The photo they will submit for the ‘Get Caught Reading’ competition. Take a photo of yourself
 reading. Provide a printed copy to the Library ladies. Get creative! Staff and students will  
 vote for the best photo. GREAT prizes on offer! 

FOLLOW THE DREAM: PARTNERSHIPS FOR SUCCESS CAREERS CAMP TO PERTH
This year’s Follow the Dream Camp was held during this week. Students visited the main universities 
in Perth, as well as Cliffs Natural Resources headquarters, Sci-tech, the Police Academy, Aurizon, 
King’s Park War Memorial and Parliament House.

The students undertook the camp with the Follow the Dream students from the Albany region, which 
has extended friendship groups between Esperance and Albany.



Thank you to Follow the Dream Coordinator, Alison Snow, Mia Zivillica and the Albany group for an 
excellent week.

ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE FRENCH POEM RECITATION 2016 - From French Teacher Mademoiselle 
Talelo-Donjio
The Alliance Francaise Poem Recitation is a competition open to year 3 to year 10 students. Students 
have to learn a specifi ed poem of classic French literature and record a video in which they recite the 
poem without any prompts or assistance. 

Alliance Francaise received about 300 videos and the jury selected the best three candidates in each 
category. ESHS student, Courtney Blampied, has been shortlisted in the Distant Student category. She 
will be invited to recite her poem in front of the Grand Jury on Friday 4th November, in Perth.

Congratulations and bonne chance in Perth, Courtney!

  

PREMIER’S ANZAC TOUR COMPETITION 2017
The Premier’s ANZAC Student Tour competition is a state-wide competition open to students currently 
in years 8 to year 11. Entrants complete an essay on a topic relating to Australian military history and 
the ANZAC tradition and spirit.
Ten winning students from across the State will take part in a tour to Singapore during 2017. If you are 
interested in entering this competition, see Mr Heggie for more information.
Committed, dedicated, motivated students with a keen interest in Australian military history and the 
ANZAC tradition are encouraged to apply.

NATIONAL SCHOOLS OPINION SURVEY
All schools in Australia are now required to administer the agreed National Schools Opinion Survey for  
parents, students and staff at least every two years.

The results of this survey will be published in our annual School Report. The analysis of the information 
about how parents view the school, and how they would like to see it develop, will be used in current 
and future planning.

Parent surveys will be distributed via email from the 19th August and the survey will remain open until 
the 2nd September. Hard copies of the survey will also be available from the front offi ce for those 
parents without email or computer access.

If you have any questions regarding the National Schools Opinion Survey, please contact Mr Phil 
Reading, Lower School Deputy Principal on 9071 9502.

Courtney Blampied and her fi nalist certifi cate



NEW ZEALAND TOUR
During the term 2 holidays, 18 students and Mr Craig Snow, Mr Paul Jefferies, Miss Sarah Pitchers 
and Ms Magdeline Lum toured the South Island of New Zealand with Lloyd Kane, our long-term 
bus driver and tour guide. The tour was a wonderful opportunity for the travellers to experience the 
geographical wonders and natural beauty of the South Island, to engage in cultural interaction with the 
locals, including a special intercultural exchange with the Timaru Maori group, and to embrace the fun 
and challenge of glaciers and ski slopes.

Mr Snow commented that this was his sixth student tour to New Zealand and the best one yet!  All the 
students were exceptionally well behaved and represented ESHS extremely well. The highlight of the 
tour was the helicopter fl ight and landing on the snow of the Fox Glacier. Mr Snow acknowledged all 
the students and staff for making the tour so memorable.

A big thank you to Mr Snow for his outstanding organisation, to the ever-friendly bus driver and guide, 
Lloyd, and to the accompanying staff. Well done, everyone, for another most successful international 
school tour.

SCIENCE FAIR
This year the Science Fair is occurring in the school gymnasium next Tuesday from 10am to 12:30pm.

On display at the fair will be year 7 and 8 science projects.

Students from ESHS and three local primary schools will be visiting the Fair during this time. Parents/
carers and other visitors are able to visit the Fair from 10am to 12.20pm. Tea and coffee will be available. 

A big thank you to the Science teachers involved in setting up and organising this Fair.

WA JUNIOR LANDCARE AWARDS
Once again, the Esperance Senior High School Bush Rangers Cadets have achieved the elevated 
position of being state fi nalists at the Landcare Australia National Conference and Awards. Having won 
the State Junior Landcare Team Award in 2015, representatives of the Bush Rangers Cadets will now 
be attending the national fi nals in Melbourne from 21st to the 23rd September. Year 11 student, Ben 
Hilton, and former year 12 student, Devin O’Sullivan, will represent the Bush Rangers at the event, 
accompanied by Unit Coordinator, Craig Snow, and Mrs  Michelle O’Sullivan. 

We wish the Cadets well in this competition and thank them for the environmental citizenship role they 
fulfi l in the town of Esperance and surrounds.

Thunder Creek Falls

Students enjoying the Fox Glacier
Trent McDonald, Kelsey Palmer, Marnie Taylor, Caitlin Zanker, Caitlin Norris, Regan 

Perks, Eva Carolan, Jasmin Bain, Lachy Stewart, Aimee Horton

Helicopter landing on Fox GlacierHelicopter landing on Fox Glacier

Thunder Creek Falls

Students enjoying the Fox Glacier



Following are some of the programs the Bush Rangers have undertaken in the last 12 months. Should 
you wish to VOTE for the Esperance Senior High School Bush Rangers Cadets, please visit the Landcare 
website at www.landcareaustralia.org.au, where you can vote for all the WA categories, including the 
High School Bush Rangers Cadets program.

You can fi nd more about the Bush Rangers Cadets program on the Landcare website, incuding this 
extract below: 

Esperance Senior High School Bush Rangers Cadets is a school program targeted at year 9 and 10 students. 
Through this program, Esperance Senior High School Bush Rangers Cadets have been involved in a range of 
environmental programs, both within the school and in the local community.

School-based environmental issues addressed by the cadets have included recycling, tree planting and weeding 
programs. Recycling activities have included the Bush Rangers developing and implementing a paper and 
printer cartridge recycling program. Bush Rangers 
are responsible for raising and creating awareness 
throughout the school as well as in the local community.

The Bush Rangers Cadets have formed strong 
partnerships with local environmental groups, including 
Esperance Regional Forum, South Coast NRM, 
Department of Parks and Wildlife, and the Esperance 
Weed Action Group - to conduct a range of activities that 
have increased the capacity of the young landcarers to 
learn about and address environmental issues.

To vote for the Esperance Bush Rangers Cadets you 
can go to: http://www.nationallandcareconference.
org.au/awards/.

Thank you for your support of our Bush Rangers.

MOPED DRIVERS
Students who are moped drivers to and from school are being reminded about the need to demonstrate 
responsible driver behaviour at all times. This includes not driving into the school grounds via the exit 
road of the school’s front carpark. We wish our students to stay safe, and also to drive safely for the 
benefi t of others, in particular during the busy times of entering and exiting the school grounds.

PARKING AT THE FRONT OF THE SCHOOL - FREEMAN STREET
It must be apparent by now that, for all the drivers who drop off and pick up students in Freeman Street, 
some drivers are ignoring the road rules and parking illegally or indeed, dangerously.

Ignoring the road rules has been reported in many ways, eg. parking on the side of the road facing the 
wrong way; waiting on the narrow Freeman street facing towards West Beach and holding up the traffi c 
behind until a child emerges from the school and enters the car from the middle of the road; and parking 
on the residential side verge, ignoring the no parking signs, and churning up other people’s and Shire 
land. 

Please be respectful of other people’s properties when collecting your children.

A reminder also that the student pick up and drop off zone is not in the school grounds. Both the Shire 
and the Department of Education are investigating the parking situation on Freeman Street to see what 
improvements can be made.

We appreciate your cooperation in this regard.

From left to right: Payden Hartley, Aden Close, Blake 
Hirt, Mr Snow, William Clements           



ENHANCING STUDENT RESILIENCY - EXAM CHALLENGES
Keeping with the theme of resiliency, there is a fl yer attached with some tips on managing exam stress; 
and Mr Turner has shared some tips on study skills, so parents can support their children as exams 
loom closer. 

CANTEEN ONLINE ORDERING SYSTEM
Many parents would now be aware that the school canteen is providing an online ordering service to 
families in order to place recess and lunch orders. Parents who have experienced this new ordering 
system comment on how easy it is to use.

If you wish to try out the system, please go to www.ouronlinecanteen.com.au and have a go at ordering.

The Canteen would like to continue with this online ordering system, if parents fi nd it an easy and useful 
system.



Surviving year 12
Fact sheet for parents

Supporting your 
Year 12 student

Year 12 is considered by some 
to be the most important year of 
schooling. There is an enormous 
amount of pressure on Year 12 
students and it comes from parents, 
teachers, schools and the students 
themselves. There are a number 
of ways parents can support their 
children as they work through their 
final year of schooling. 

Balance
It’s important that you make sure your 
teenager has lots of opportunities to 
play sport or pursue an artistic activity 
like drama or music. Also, try to make 
sure that they spend time with their 
family, and friends.

Routine
Parents can do lots of things to 
help teenagers develop smart study 
habits. These skills do not develop 
automatically and parents will need 
to be patient while these new habits 
develop and the old, unhelpful ones 
are discarded.

A study-friendly home

Environment
It is important to make your home a 
place where it is easy for your teenager 
to think.

Help eliminate distractions such as 
television, radio, MP3 player, talking, 
noisy younger children, or cluttered 
work areas. It is impossible to watch 
TV and study. Show how important 
schoolwork is by keeping the TV off 
during study time. 

• Keep your conversation to a 
minimum and encourage younger 
children to use this time as their 
study time or quiet time, too.

• Provide physical conditions that help 
concentration, such as good lighting, 
cool temperatures and a table or 
desk with a supportive chair. 

• The work area should be neat, 
have enough space for writing and 
reading, and should be kept clear of 
any clutter.

• Remind them to sit with good 
posture in a comfortable chair. 
Lying down may be so relaxing that 
it interferes with concentration.

Making time to study

You can support your teenager by 
helping him or her focus on their study. 

• Schedule study time. Study times 
should be scheduled for whenever 
there are the fewest distractions or 
interruptions. If your teenager needs 
help to establish a routine, have a 
chat about which times could be best 
used for studying. Set that time aside 
on at least five days a week. Use the 
afternoon or early evening as study 
time, as this leaves time later in the 
evening for relaxing activities. 

• Plan study in two 50 minute blocks 
with a 15 minute break. One 50 
minute slab of study is better than 
several hours full of distractions and 
interruptions. Use a kitchen timer or 
an alarm clock to signal breaks and 
to indicate the end of study time.

At exam time
The exam results do not represent 
your teenager’s future. The end of 
secondary school is the start of the 
next and usually more exciting time 
in your teenager’s life. The moment 
the exams are over, celebrate. Such a 
celebration is crucial, as the message 
you will be reinforcing is that the 
final score is incidental. Getting 
through high school is a wonderful 
achievement in itself. 

When the exam results arrive
This period can be even more 
uncomfortable than the exams because 
everyone feels so helpless. There is 
always the potential that your teenager 
might fall short of his or her predicted 
scores, and the goal of achieving a 
place at his or her chosen university, 
TAFE or apprenticeship might seem 
unreachable. This can result in weeks 
of anxious waiting. Everyone in the 
family is treading on eggshells, and 
when the results do finally arrive, quite 
often the family can be too emotionally 
drained to celebrate or regroup. 

You need to recognise that feeling on-
edge or uneasy is a natural response. 
Talk to your teenager about the way 
he or she is feeling and the choices 
and options available. Let him or her 
know that both you and their school 
are supportive. 

www.beyondblue.org.au 1300 22 4636
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When the results are not what your 
teenager hoped
Don’t be fooled if your teenager appears 
to be indifferent to his or her results. 
Almost all students care deeply about 
their results and about the attitudes 
of their friends and relatives. 

• Encourage your teenager to talk and 
reassure him or her. Reassure your 
teenager that failing an exam doesn’t 
mean he or she is a failure, and that 
while you may all be disappointed in 
the results, you are not disappointed 
in him or her. 

• If your teenager was after a score 
that would allow him or her into 
a particular university course, 
reassure him or her that all is not 
lost, with thousands of university 
places being offered through the 
preference process. 

• Put things into perspective. 
Reassure your teenager that 
everyone loses out at some time or 
other, and failing an exam isn’t the 
end of the world. He or she could 
re-sit and do better; or decide to 
go a different route next time. 

• Encourage your teenager to look for 
positive ways forward, to consider all 
the options available. Your teenager 
may want to consider completing 
Year 13, working or travelling for a 
year, or doing an internship. A career 
counsellor or university advisor 
may be able to help.

• Tell your teenager that whatever 
happens, you will be behind him 
or her 100 per cent.

Do’s and don’ts

Do
• guide, support and encourage 

your teenager

• encourage healthy eating, regular 
exercise and plenty of sleep

• take your teenager’s efforts 
seriously

• create an effective work space in 
the house if your teenager can’t 
study in their room

• take a whole family approach to 
supporting your teenager

• remind your teenager of his or 
her goals

• give your teenager positive 
feedback whenever possible

• encourage your teenager to take 
study breaks when necessary

• remember, the final year is about 
your teenager, not you

• help your teenager put, and keep, 
the year in perspective

• keep an eye on his or her emotional 
health – look for changes in 
sleeping or eating habits, and see 
your GP if you are worried

• let your teenager know that you’re 
there when he or she needs you

• encourage your teenager to believe 
in themself.

Don’t
• nag

• overload your teenager with 
domestic chores

• tell your teenager to work harder 
or he or she will fail.

The research
According to the Mission 
Australia Youth Survey in 2012, 
coping with stress and school or 
study problems remain major 
concerns for respondents.1 
Research has shown that Year 12 
can increase rates of depression, 
anxiety2, suicidal thoughts3 and 
even suicide.4 In particular, 
the fear of failure and the 
apparent lack of prospects as 
a result of poor results in Year 
12 were identified as major 
stressors for many young 
people. As well as managing 
school, many young people were 
also trying to cope with work, 
family and social commitments. 
The cumulative effect of these 
demands appears to be leaving 
many young people feeling 
besieged and struggling to cope.

References
1  Mission Australia (2012) Youth Survey 2012; page 5.
2  Gough D, Edwards H (2006) Pressure takes big toll on students. The Age Newspaper, April 16 2006
3  McGraw, K., Moore, S., Fuller, A. and Bates, G. (2008), Family, peer and school connectedness in 

final year secondary school students. Australian Psychologist, 43: 27–37
4  Robotham, J. (2003), Suicide linked to pressure of HSC. Sydney Morning Herald Newspaper, 

January 23, 2003

Where to find more information

beyondblue
www.beyondblue.org.au
Learn more about anxiety and depression, or talk it through with 
our Support Service.

 1300 22 4636

 Email or  chat to us online at www.beyondblue.org.au/getsupport 

mindhealthconnect
www.mindhealthconnect.org.au 
Access to trusted, relevant mental health care services, online 
programs and resources.

 facebook.com/beyondblue   @beyondblue

  @beyondblueofficial

Donate online www.beyondblue.org.au/donations

www.beyondblue.org.au   1300 22 4636



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Country week 
 
Congratulations to all of our year 10 students who participated in Country Week 2016!  
 
Here are some shots of some of them in action! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Legends Reward Afternoon! 
During week 9 of term 2, twenty-four year 10 students who had been nominated by their teachers, attended a Legends 
Reward afternoon in the library. The students enjoyed a special lunch and watched a movie on the Library’s 
comfortable bean bags. The deserving students who attended were: Harvey Bishop, Kaiya Bishop, Kirsten Clarke, 
Eden Copeland, Kasey Corry, Darcy Cruttenden, Jorja Edens, Georgia Garratt, Paige Gibson, Breanna Goold, 
Cassandra Hovingh, Megan Karger, Arabella Lawrance, Kia Mack, Ryley Major, Minnie Matchitt, Jack McMahon, 
Brydie Rose Mellor, Zac Murray, Nikkita Sharpe, Jada Thorne, Sam Torelli, Hannah Turner and Stesha Warnes. 
Congratulations on your consistent effort throughout all of your classes. 
 
Back Into It!  
What a start to the term it has been! Students have been well provided with detailed information regarding the process 
of choosing year 11 and 12 pathways and subjects for next year. Students have received a USB containing the 
relevant documentation and have had meetings to begin the process. The Parent Information evenings that were held 
on Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th August in the school library were very informative, and we had an impressive 
number of parents attend. If you missed either of these evenings, please do not hesitate to contact myself or Geoff 
Poole (Youth Education Officer) and we will be able to answer any queries that you may have. 
 
Some Important Things To Remember 
On Wednesday 17th August (week 5), students who are thinking that they may want to apply for a position in a VET 
course will have the opportunity to attend an information session at the Civic Centre from 12 noon until 3pm. The 
University Camp will be held from Monday 29th August until Friday 2nd September (week 7). The week long camp to 
Perth allows students to visit and explore all of the universities that they may attend in the future, including UWA, ECU, 
Notre Dame, Curtin and Murdoch. Students who are interested and have not already received information about this 
camp need to see Mr Poole as soon as possible. 
 
Miss Kirby Smith 
Year 10 Coordinator 

Girls soccer – Lily Henning of year 8 going for the ball while 
Tari Drew looks on 

 

Ryley Major showing good defence 

Taaryn Tedge in action during a Touch Rugby game 
Jorja Edens taking control of the ball 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now halfway through our second semester and at this point of the year we are starting to ask 
students what they plan to study in year 12. It is great to see that so many students are devoting time to 
carefully considering their options. Having a goal to work towards and setting a plan to achieve objectives 
is always helpful.  
 
It is also an important time of year for students to be careful that they are still on a pathway to achieving 
their Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE). For students to achieve their WACE in 2017, 
they are required to achieve a C grade or better in 14 course units (or equivalent) in years 11 and 12, 
demonstrate the minimum standard for OLNA literacy and numeracy, and achieve a Certificate II or an 
ATAR. As a result, if a student in year 11 does not receive a C grade or better in at least 8 course units (or 
equivalent) or make satisfactory progress toward their Certificate II, the chance of achieving the WACE is 
extremely limited. With this in mind, I am eager to meet with parents and students if they have any 
concerns, so we can put a plan in place to remedy any problems.  
 
Leavers Jacket 
During the past few weeks students were given the opportunity to design and vote for the Year 12 Leavers 
Jacket for next year. The winning design is pictured below and will be the jacket for 2017. Students will 
have an opportunity to select a size and purchase a jacket towards the end of this term. The jackets are 
usually delivered for the start of the school year.  
 

 

Exams 
Most year 11 exams are scheduled to be held in week one and two of term four. A finalised exam 
timetable will be provided to students closer to the date. It is expected that all students continue good 
study habits and routinely revise to best prepare themselves for these exams. The following is a reminder 
of some good study habits from the seminar that all ATAR students attended in term one this year.  



Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
7:00 AM

Study 45min  Study 45min  Study 45min  Study 45min  Study 45min  Rest Rest

8:00 AM
Work Rest

9:00 AM
Work Recreation

10:00 AM
Work Recreation

11:00 AM
Work Recreation

12:00 PM
Work Recreation

1:00 PM
Rest Recreation

2:00 PM
Rest Recreation

3:00 PM
Rest Rest Rest Rest Work Rest Study 45min 

4:00 PM
Study 45min  Study 45min  Study 45min  Study 45min  Work Rest Study 45min 

5:00 PM
Study 45min  Study 45min  Study 45min  Study 45min  Work Rest Study 45min 

6:00 PM
Eat Eat Eat Eat Eat Eat Eat

7:00 PM
Study 45min  Study 45min  Study 45min  Study 45min  Rest Rest Rest

8:00 PM
Rest Rest Rest Rest Rest Rest Rest

9:00 PM
Rest Rest Rest Rest Rest Rest Rest

10:00 PM
Rest Rest Rest Rest Rest Rest Rest

Study Plan

School 

M
orning 

Afternoon 
Evening 

School 

School 

School 

School 

 

Be organised 
 Use a homework/assessment diary. 
 Devise a study plan. 
 Refer to your course outline regularly.  
 

Balance 
 Get plenty of sleep.  
 Energy drinks are not an alternative to 

sleep. 
 Eat healthily.  
 Exercise.  
 Hobbies and sports are still important. 
 

Separate your study and relaxation areas 
 Study at a desk or table.  
 In your room is better than the dining area. 
 Do not study on a bed or the couch. 
 Keep your study area tidy.  
 Mess equals stress. 
 

Avoid distractions 
 Turn off your TV, mobile phone and Facebook (or other) notifications.  
 There is scientific evidence that listening to music will not improve learning.  
 Don’t be afraid to send your friends home or ask your family to please keep quiet. 
 

Study effectively 
 When is the best time for you to study?  
 Be creative  

o Draw mind maps, flow charts or explosion charts; write 
lists; colour code notes and textbooks; pin up facts, 
quotes or definitions you want to remember around your 
room; sing in the shower. 

 Review your knowledge, for each subject, each week and identify 
areas of weakness. 

o Write a list of what you do and don’t know. 
o Catch up with your teacher to fix gaps in your knowledge.  

 Read ahead so you can ask questions in class. 
 

Engage with the content 
 If you just read your book or notes, you'll only remember 10%. 
 If you write it in your own words or say it aloud you get 70%. 
 If you teach your friends or family you will remember almost everything.  

o Teach your dad about quadratic equations, natural hazards or 
organic chemistry.  

o Join a study group. 
 Access old exams for practice @ SCSA website - Senior Secondary - 

Past WACE Exams. 
 

Stop procrastinating 
 Studying is much more effective if you start earlier and maintain it regularly. If you fall behind, it is very 

hard to catch up. Take a quick break and get back to it.  
 There is no such thing as “no homework”. 
 



Seek help 
 If you don’t know, ask. If you don’t know who to ask, knock on my door at recess, lunch, before school 

or after school. 
 Make yourself familiar with Connect.   
 If the stress gets too much, talk to a friend or one of the support staff at school.  
 Alternatively, support services such as Headspace and Youth Beyond Blue can offer confidential 

advice and valuable assistance. 
 
If you have any concerns whatsoever regarding your child’s year 11 studies, please feel free to 
contact me at the school on 90719555 or by emailing peter.turner@education.wa.edu.au. 
 
 
Peter Turner  
Year Eleven Coordinator 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The countdown has begun for the 70 VET students hoping to complete their courses 
sometime in the next seven weeks. These students should be fully aware as to what is required in order to 
finish school on Friday, 23rd September, and where they are currently positioned. Anyone who is unsure 
should contact me as soon as possible. 

Likewise, the 61 students who are working towards obtaining an Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank 
(ATAR) should be well aware as to how they are situated. These students recently received an update on 
their predicted ATAR based on their semester 1 results. Students who held their predicted rank from 
semester 2, 2015, should be quietly pleased. Those who have improved are to be congratulated. Those 
whose raw scores have dropped need to be having discussions with their teachers to ascertain how they 
can get back to their previous levels. Remember – on 29th December you want to be able to say that you 
achieved the best result possible. 

For those of you who may be in Perth over the next fortnight, you might like to attend some of the 
University Open Days that are coming up - UWA and ECU (Mt Lawley) are on Sunday,14th August and 
Notre Dame on Sunday, 21st August. 

I have set aside week 6 (22nd to 26th August) in particular to meet with any year 12 students (and their 
parents/carers) to discuss what they plan to do when they finish school. Please contact me as soon as 
possible to arrange a meeting. Please be aware that I will be away week 7 (29th August to 2nd September). 

Could I please ask that students are reminded to complete the Intentions Survey. This is the student’s 
opportunity to provide feedback on the courses that they studied in Upper School in particular, and the 
teachers that delivered those courses, as well as indicating where they hope to head after finishing high 
school. The survey is online at http://apps.det.wa.edu.au/dest/19856 and should only take 5 to 10 minutes. 

The draft version of the semester 2 exam timetable has been put out for students to peruse. Please note 
that the Mathematics Methods exam has been scheduled for the morning of the last day of term 3 (Friday, 
23rd September), and the other exams are set for Thursday, 6th October (the second week of the holidays) 
through to Tuesday, 18th October (week 2 of term 4). 

Important Dates 
Monday, 19th September – Friday, 23rd September: Exit Week 

Tuesday, 20th September: Farewell Assembly 

Friday, 23rd September: Methods exam  

Friday, 23rd September: Farewell BBQ (TBA) 

Saturday, 24th September – Friday, 30th September: WACE Practical Exams 

Thursday, 6th October – Tuesday, 18th October: Semester 2 exams 

Monday, 31st October - Thursday, 17th November: WACE written Exams 

Wednesday, 30th November: Graduation Night: Esperance Civic Centre  

 
Geoff Poole 
Year 12 Coordinator 
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