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Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers

Term Four Week Four

Special dates to
remember
Monday 31st October Thursday 17th November
Year 12 WACE exams
Tuesday 8th November
P & C meeting in staffroom
at 7:00 pm
Wednesday 9th November
Year 6 Parent Tour 9.30am at
the Front Office
Friday 18th November
Year 11 students finish

WELCOME
This term we welcome Emma Starcevich into the Music Department while Mr Brad
Oversby is on leave and Katie Euston who is undertaking her teaching practice in
mathematics.

SPECIAL CONDOLENCES
As a school community we have all been very saddened this week by the news of the
passing of one of our year 10 students, Tor. Our hearts go out to the Mbangani family at
this time, including „Miss Eva‟, who is a teacher at our school. We remind parents that we
can provide support to your child if they require this. We currently have extra school
psychology support in the school for this purpose.
Parents/carers may also like to access the Young People Support Services flyer towards
the end of this Newsletter, should you wish to seek other assistance.

CONGRATULATIONS
To the following staff who were nominated by students, staff or parents for the WA
Education Awards recently: Sarah Day, Alison Gibbs and Fiona Lemon, and relief teacher
Ken Jenkins. Well done staff – a most worthy acknowledgement.

Thursday 24th November

The Western Australian Certificate of Education - WACE

Year 6 Parent Information
Night

As you may be aware, requirements to complete the WACE in 2016 have changed. The
School Curriculum and Standards Authority has „raised the bar‟ in terms of secondary
graduation from previous years, requiring a higher standard for senior secondary
graduation then previously. This includes attaining a minimum level of literacy and
numeracy as defined by levels 8 or 9 in NAPLAN reading and writing, or by passing the
Online Literacy and Numeracy (OLNA) test. These requirements affect year 11 and 12
students from 2016 onwards and include the following:

Friday 29th November
Interschool Athletics
Carnival - Albany
Wednesday 30th November
Graduation Night - Year 11
and 12 Presentation Evening
Tuesday 13th December




o
o

Lower School Presentation
Assembly at 1.30pm in the
school gymnasium and school
reports distributed

o
o

Thursday 15th December
Term 4 finishes for staff
and students
Friday 16th December
Christmas school holidays
start
Monday 30th January to
Tuesday 31st January 2017
Staff development days students do not attend
Wednesday 1st February
2017
Term 1 commences for
students

demonstration of a minimum standard of literacy and numeracy (for example,
prequalified through achieving levels 8 or 9 in NAPLAN reading and writing or by
passing OLNA)
completion of at least 20 units (or equivalents) including:



a minimum of ten Year 12 units
at least one pair of units from a Year 12 List A course and one pair of units
from a Year 12 List B course
a minimum of four Year 12 ATAR courses including the external
examination, i.e. be eligible for an ATAR, OR a Certificate II or higher
two Year 11 English units and a pair of Year 12 English units

achievement of a minimum of 14 C grades in Year 11 and 12 units (or
equivalents) including at least 6 C grades in Year 12 units (or equivalents)

The WACE is different from the Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement
(WASSA). The WASSA is a formal record of what students leaving school in year 12
have achieved and is issued to all year 12 students upon completion of their senior
secondary schooling. See attached pamphlet from the School Curriculum and Standards
Authority at the end of this newsletter for further explanation of the WACE and WASSA.
One question students and parents have asked is: Do year 12 students who do not meet
the year 12 WACE standards still attend the Year 12 Presentation Evening at the end of
November?
Yes, year 12 students still attend the Year 11 and 12 Presentation Evening on
th
Wednesday 30 November, even if they have not achieved their Western Australian
Certificate of Education. The School Curriculum and Standards Authority has indicated
that it is possible that around 12% - 15% of year 12 students across the State will not
reach the WACE standard for secondary graduation, thus being ineligible for their WACE.

At the Year 11 and 12 Presentation Evening, we celebrate the year 11 prize winning students, acknowledge the merit
certificate winners, introduce the year 11 school faction captains and prefects, and announce the 2017 Head Girl and Head
Boy. Year 12 students are awarded merit certificates, subject prizes and general prizes. The Presentation Ceremony also
celebrates the conclusion of the students‟ schooling days as they transition to the next phase of their life, whether that be
tertiary education via training or university, and/or employment. The evening is thus a „rite of passage‟ and a celebration of all
our year 12s, for the time they have spent in education and for what they have achieved at Esperance Senior High School.
CHESS CONGRESS
Well done to the Esperance Senior High School Chess Team who competed at the Interschool Chess Competition at
Esperance Anglican Community School last week. The students performed creditably, gaining second place. Well done to
the Esperance Anglican Community School Chess team who proved too good on the day, and thank you to EACs for hosting
this event once again.
Thank you to Mr Jason Boyd for organising and supporting the Esperance Senior High School team and Mrs Liz Elliott for
assisting with supervision. The students who represented the school were:






Benjamin Drabik
Frazer Esposito
Mitchell Bates
Toby Marsh
Jordan Marold

SECONDARY SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2017
The Department of Education coordinates a range of scholarships, grants and prizes to help students meet some of the
costs of secondary schooling. The minimum scholarship value is $750; however, the majority are for sums of $1000 and
upwards. A number of the scholarships also offer repeat funding in subsequent years, subject to satisfactory academic
progress.
Most of the scholarships close at 5.30pm on Monday, 12 December 2016.
Please note:
•
•

the Roy Grace English Scholarship has an earlier closing date of 5.30pm on Monday 28 November 2016; and
P&N Bank Scholarships close by 5.00pm on Friday, 6 January 2017.

Scholarship criteria and procedural information can be found on the Education Department‟s scholarships‟ webpage at:
http://www.education.wa.edu.au/home/detcms/navigation/education/secondary-school/additional-learningopportunities/scholarships/#toc1
Simply click on the application form link for the scholarship you are interested in; this will take you to the eligibility information
and required information fields.
For further information, contact:
•
Ms Cassie Bussell, Principal Consultant, Teaching
cassie.bussell@education.wa.edu.au, or
•
Mr Greg Piggott, Principal Consultant, Teaching and Learning

and

Learning

on

9402

6304

or

email

YEAR 8 IMMUNISATIONS
Year 8 round 3 (last HPV) will be completed at school this term. Notification of completion will be sent home with students
following immunisation.
The Health Centre at school now has a Vaccination Refrigerator that enables us to store vaccines, which means we are now
able to complete the catch up on missed immunisation of year 8 students. The original completed consent form remains valid
for the school enrolment so no further consent is required from parents. Any student who elected to be vaccinated at
Population Health Clinic will now be immunised at the school‟s Health Centre.
Any parent with a query is encouraged to contact the School Nurse, Heather Campbell, on 90719529.

BONJOUR PERTH TOFA FRENCH ART COMPETITION 2016

TOFA (Teachers of French Association) organised the second edition of this c ompetition open to students
in year 7-12. This year, students had to write a definition of the word “ Francophonie” on an original
material (such as wood), with a drawing.
At Esperance Senior High School, year 7 students worked tirelessly to put together art pieces using
materials as diverse as cardboard, sand, pebbles, paint, ropes and tape.
Marissa Dattani was acknowledged for her participation award while Caitlin Hindley took out 2 n d prize in
the competition.
Bravo Mesdemoiselles!
Mlle TALELO DONJIO

Marissa Dattani

Caitlin Hindley

‘Tour de France’ 2017
The school is planning a trip to Ile de Ré during the September/October school holidays next year. This will be the
fourth Tour de France undertaken by the school since 2011.
Since 1988 Esperance has forged a strong relationship with its twin town on Ile de Ré, Saint Martin de Ré. The island‟s
residents welcome Esperance students most warmly, and families of the main school on the island, Le College les
Salières, host our students during their stay. A few days are also spent in Paris, which adds value to the „French
experience‟. Information packs are now available from the front office for interested students. Applications close on the
18th November. Any queries to Ms Bamblett.

Visiting the Versailles Palace in Paris

On the beach at Ile de Ré

ESPERANCE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL ART EXHIBITION
An exhibition of artwork by year 11 and 12 ATAR and General Art students goes on display in the school library
conference room from Wednesday 2nd November to Friday 11th November. The exhibition of artwork completed this year
is open from 9am to 4pm. The work is primarily a large painting with some 3D pieces, and is the result of a high level of
skill and concept development.
The Exhibition is open to all students, parents and the general public. The gallery area is situated in the school library
and can be accessed directly from Pink Lake road off the verandah of the library near the bus bays.
Congratulations to the upper school students for their amazing work and to Art teacher, Mr Peter Henson.

Year 10 Coordinator
Kirby.Smith@education.wa.edu.au

The year is coming to a close quick and fast. From all reports, the year 10 cohort has been working hard to ensure a smooth
transition into year 11 and most have used their initiative to go about the process of selecting their subjects for upper school
very professionally. Congratulations to all students for doing this well.
Year 11 VET Subject Selection and VET Induction Program
All year 10 students should have received their subject selection sheet for next year. This sheet needs to be signed and
returned confirming this information is correct for your child. Most VET students received their first preference. Most of the
VET programs are at maximum capacity. There is still room in Tourism and Childcare. Students not in their first preference
will be on a wait list but need to be in an alternative VET program until a preferred spot becomes available.
Students who are successful in attaining a VET course will participate in a VET induction program at some stage this term.
This prepares students for their VET Certificate and Workplace Learning in year 11. It provides a brief overview of how VET
certificates work and what competency based training means. This includes preparation for workplace learning: gaining a
workplace, approaching employers, appropriate behaviour/attire required, completion of paperwork etc. It also includes
applying for the Unique Student Identifier – which is the student’s unique number for any TAFE qualification they undertake
for life.
If you have any concerns regarding subject selection for 2017 please contact Ken Duffy – Deputy Principal, Cynnamon Harper
- VET Coordinator, Kirby Smith - Year 10 Coordinator or Geoff Poole – Youth Education Officer.
ATAR Timetables
st
During form on Tuesday the 1 of November, ATAR students were handed their blue subject selection form. Where possible,
Mr Duffy has timetabled students into their subjects that were chosen a few months ago. Unfortunately, due to timetabling
clashes, some students will need to go back and pick alternate classes that fit the grid. If students have not previously had
the new subject choice signed off by their teachers, they will need to do this before handing in the form to the school
administration. Students will also need this form signed by their parent/guardian prior to submitting.
Exams
Year 10 students have been sitting their final mathematics and English exams during this week. Students’ reports are due to
th
be handed out on Tuesday 13 of December. I wish all the year 10 students luck with their exams.
Please note: given the disruptions of this week and the concerns year 10 students are particularly feeling at the moment for
one of their friends, we are very aware of the fact that results may not reflect the students’ true potential at this time.
Uniform
Just a reminder to all students to make sure that they are following the school dress/uniform policy. Now that the weather is
warming up, all students need to be vigilant in ensuring that all shorts are an appropriate length. Shorts must be no shorter
than mid-thigh length. Consequences will be put in place for students who do not follow this policy. The uniform policy can
be found here: https://www.esperanceshs.wa.edu.au/search/content/uniform
The End is Near
With only a handful of school weeks left to go in the year, it is important that our behaviour around the school is kept at the
high standards that we have seen throughout the year. A few exciting trips are coming up with the Aquatics Trip to Woody
Island, Surf Trip around Esperance and the Reward Day. Only students who are doing the right thing will be asked and
allowed to take part in these activities. So, keep up the good work, year 10s!

Regards,
Kirby Smith
Year 10 Coordinator
Kirby.Smith@education.wa.edu.au

With just a few weeks left until the end of the school year for year 11 students, it’s great to report
that most are on track to pass year 11. Importantly, for students to move into year 12, we want
them to be in a position to obtain their Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) and
thereby graduate.
One of the requirements of the WACE is that students have achieved 14 ‘C ‘grades (or more), of
which at least 6 must be obtained in year 12. This means that ideally we want students to have at
least 8 ‘C’ grades (or more) from the courses that they have studied in year 11. I have been
meeting with “at risk” students over the last few weeks to implement strategies that will hopefully
result in the best possible outcomes.
In reviewing students’ progress, it has been very pleasing to note how the Vocational Education
and Training (VET) students have tackled the work placement component of their courses. We
have ten year 11 VET students who have recorded more than 250 hours this year and we have also
received some excellent reports from the business community about our students.
The students who are aspiring to go to university are also to be congratulated. It has been
particularly pleasing to see the general improvement in semester two exams. At this stage of their
two year journey, we have predicted there to be 10 students on track to get an Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank (ATAR) over 90, with a further 11 to be in the 80 – 90 range. All ATAR students can
feel satisfied if they know that they’re doing as well as they can.
All year 11 students have been given a buff coloured sheet that highlights which course and/or
subjects we believe they’ll be undertaking next year. These need to be signed off by a parent/carer
(and the student) and then returned to me as soon as possible. Thank you to the students who
have already done this.
If you have any concerns whatsoever regarding your child’s year 11 studies, please feel free to
contact me at the school on 90719555 or by emailing peter.turner@education.wa.edu.au.

Peter Turner
Year Eleven Coordinator

Best wishes to the students sitting their WACE exams at the moment. Hopefully you’ll get all the right questions,
and you’ll have all the right answers. Either way, all being well, you will be able to reflect on your results when they
come out on December 29 and be satisfied in the knowledge that you gave it your best shot.
A reminder to all ATAR students that the four to six weeks after your exams finish is when you’ll have the
opportunity to “refine” your TISC application. It is during this time that you can be doing some in-depth research
that will help with establishing which courses (at which universities) you want on your application.
Some questions you might ask yourself include –









What ATAR am I likely to get/what are the indicative ATARs for the courses I’m considering?
Which campus would I prefer?
Where will I live?
What is the course area of special study/what units can I incorporate in the course?
Is there a double degree option/should I be thinking about a double major?
What are the job prospects like?
What sort of lifestyle considerations come with that career (remuneration, holidays, travel etc.)?
What subject(s) did I get excited about when I was studying for the WACE exams?

Year 12s are reminded that they need to clear out their locker and return the key as soon as they have finished
with them. Likewise, students are reminded that they need to get their Clearance Forms completed and returned
to the Front Office ASAP. Students will not receive their Statement of Results etc. in their portfolios until this is
done.
Finally, a reminder that the Prize Night ceremony will take place at the Civic Centre on Wednesday, November 30.
Students need to assemble in the Reception Room from 5:30p.m., for a 6:00p.m. start. Dress for the event is
“smart”. We endeavour to complete the ceremony in two hours. It will be assumed that students WILL NOT BE
ATTENDING unless they specifically contact the front office to say that they will be coming. This needs to be done
before 9:00a.m. on Monday, November 28. This measure is specifically designed to avoid the embarrassment that
occurs when guests attend to present awards, but the students do not. Students who do not attend will be able to
collect their portfolio etc. from the school’s front office after 1:00p.m. on Thursday, December 1.
The prize ceremony will be followed by a supper in the Reception Room. The cost is $25 per head. Tickets are
available from the front office at school. For catering purposes, ticket sales will close at 9:00a.m. on Monday,
November 28. Due to Occupational Health and Safety restrictions, we can only have a limited number of people in
the venue. As a result, each year 12 student can only bring two other people with them.
In closing, I wish all the year 12s all the best for the future.

Geoff Poole
Year 12 Coordinator
Geoff.Poole@education.wa.edu.au

CHAT AND SDERA – UNDERSTANDING ADOLESCENCE
Young people undergo many different changes as they go through adolescence and increasingly take on adult
roles and responsibilities. These changes include physical changes, as well as changes to their thought processes
and emotions (cognitive and emotional changes), sense of identity and values (psychological changes),
relationships (social changes), and realistic aspirations for the future. All young people are unique and therefore
the degree, rate and pace of specific physical, emotional and social changes vary with each young person.
Adolescence is characterised by rapid change in several areas:
Physical development: this is often the most obvious set of changes in a young person as they grow and develop
their adult physical characteristics.
Psychological development: some of the most significant psychological changes relate to the development of
autonomy and independent identity. This often leads to the challenging of decisions and actions that they may
have previously accepted, and often the discovering of new boundaries as they work to create their own identity.
Cognitive development: the concrete thinking of childhood begins to move to more complex abstract thinking.
Skills such as planning, prioritising, organising thoughts, suppressing impulses, problem solving and weighing
consequences are developing and influencing the decision making process in young people.
Emotional development: with lots of changes in thinking comes a range of emotions that the young person may
not have experienced in the same way previously. While the young person is developing their own self-identity, it is
understandable that in this process they may experience more moodiness, irritability and frustration; however
again, as their skills develop, their ability to manage these fluctuating emotions becomes more advanced. These
changes also see the young person developing a greater sense of empathy, shifting from a focus of being self
centred to now understanding more about the experiences of others.
Social development: while children generally see the family as an integral part of their life, many young people,
while continuing to value the role of the support of their family, begin to rely more heavily on the support and
guidance provided by their friends. In addition, they may also begin to seek out intimate relationships.
The main development tasks that occur are:


independence from parents and other adults



development of a realistic, stable, positive self-identity



formation of sexual identity



negotiation of peer and intimate relationships



development of realistic body image



formulation of their own moral/value system



acquisition of skills for future economic independence

With adolescence/young adulthood comes a significant time of change and development. The onset of mental
health problems at this time of life can therefore have significant impact on the development of important life skills
if left untreated.
Access to this article is through the link below, from the Headspace organisation that supports health and
wellbeing of young people.

https://headspace.org.au/friends-and-family/understanding-adolescence-for-families/

ADOLESCENT RESILIENCY AND BRAIN DEVELOPMENT
You may like to read the following article by Andrew Fuller, a psychologist with extensive experience of
working with teenagers, and the motivational, goal setting and study skills tips that follow.
This may enlighten you as to why adolescents sometimes act (or don‟t act) the way they do.
Andrew makes suggestions as to how parents/carers can help their children become more organised –
and hence more resilient in the process.
INTRODUCING – THE ADOLESCENT BRAIN
During childhood the brain
develops an enormous number of
connections (called synapses)
between brain cells. At birth, you
had about 2,500 synapses per
brain cell. By your third birthday
you had 15,000.
By the time you were 9 years of
age, your brain had more
connections than it needed and
so it began a process known as
“synaptic pruning”. It started to do
away with those connections it
didn‟t need. Partly, it is this
process that allows humans to
specifically shape their behavior
to their environment.

This means that teenagers‟ brains
are all tuned up for emotions,
fighting, running away and
romance but not so well tuned up
for planning, controlling impulses
and forward thinking.
This means that when a frustrated
parent says to their teenager,
“why didn‟t you think?”, they were
probably right! This is also the
reason why too much freedom too
soon does not seem to help many
young people.

From the age of 9 years on, the
motto for the brain is “use it or
lose it!”

The third thing that is happening
in
adolescents‟
brains
is
myelination. Myelin is a fatty
material that wraps itself around
the axons of brain cells. Myelin
helps the brain to communicate
quickly and efficiently.

This is why the experience we
give children and young people
between their 9th and 18th years
are so important.

In multiple sclerosis, it is the
myelin sheath that breaks down,
causing such devastating effects
for sufferers.

A couple of other interesting
things are happening in the
adolescent brain. The first is that
hormones become more powerful
and the adolescents‟ brains show
more activity in the emotional
parts of the brain (known as the
limbic system) than they do in the
planning and impulse control
parts of the brain (known as the
frontal lobes and the pre-frontal
cortex).

It is during the adolescent years
that myelin is put into place. This
is why sometimes when you say
to a child or adolescent, “What
are you thinking about?”, they
seem perplexed. Partly this is
because they often weren‟t
thinking at all. That blank look
was completely justified. They
were only reacting.

This means that adolescents
learn best when there is emotion
involved!

This all means that adolescents
sometimes need more help with
planning
and
organising
themselves than you would
believe.

The second thing that happens in
adolescents‟ brains is that the
frontal lobes – the bit that helps
us to plan – is the last bit to
mature.

Obviously it is important to help
young people to become as selfreliant as possible. In some
instances, however, parents can
help with organisational details.

A Checklist
Does my child have:
 a consistent place
to study
 a reasonably
regular time to
study
 an organised filing
and note taking
system
 a system for not
being interrupted
when studying

Have I:
 discussed what sort
of help they would
like from me
 asked them when
they think they can
learn best
 asked them
whether they would
like me to also read
their texts
Andrew Fuller
www.andrewfuller.com.au

Parents may also find some of the goal setting and study skills suggestions below of relevance to their
children‟s growth and development through their teenage years.

MOTIVATION

STUDY SMART

Maintaining enthusiasm for the ‘stuff’ that matters

Taking them places

The three keys to developing sustained
motivation

Reinforce these concepts to help your young person be
successful at school.



Goals
Help children find meaning and purpose in
their learning.
This will allow for relevancy and drive.



Rules
Develop working rules to focus energy on the
stuff that matters.
This will allow for mastery and growth.



Feedback
Provide a sense of progress through
feedback.
This will allow for greater autonomy and
engagement.



Regular
Help them set aside a time each day for study
and revision and stick to it.



Review
Remind them to spend time revising what
they‟ve learned each day. Don‟t leave revision
until exam time.



Recite
As they study, they should stop and recall what
they‟ve read, seen and thought about to
increase their retention. Making revision notes
can help.



Resist
Time is a student‟s most valuable asset so
encourage them to resist procrastination and
time-wasting.



Reward
They should reward themselves for sticking to
their study schedules.

These are also the key components of any
good outcome.
“The greater danger for most of us is not that our aim
is too high and we miss it, but that it is too low and we
reach it. (Or that we don‟t aim at all)” – Michelangelo
Seven motivation tips to pass on














1. Aspiration
Find something to be inspired about. If in
doubt, experiment with different goals.

“Just as you learn to speak by speaking and run by
running, you learn to study by studying.”
Study tips to pass on to young people

2. Visibility
Get clear on the actions required to make
progress and make small wins visible.



Establish a study schedule.



Study when they are alert and rested.

3. Sequence
Ditch the priority list – instead, plot the
actions between where you are, and where
you want to be.



Create
a
quiet,
environment.



Prepare
by
prioritising
everything ready.



Have a system for organising notes.



Study different subjects each day.



Test themselves regularly.



Stay healthy with good foods, sleep and
water.



Exercise regularly to boost energy.



Be willing to improve the way they study.

4. Structure
Establish daily, weekly and monthly rituals to
check in and keep on track with your goals.
5. Accountability
Find someone to share your learning journey
with.
6. Movement
Get curious about your own motivation.
Amplify what works. Change what doesn‟t.
7. Momentum
They say you are the average of your 7
closest friends. Be inspired by the company
you keep.

For a free email course in making clever happen, head to

www.drjasonfox.com
Parenting ideas
Michael Grose
parentingideas.com.au

comfortable
and

study
having

For a regular supply of great parenting ideas
subscribe to Happy Kids email newsletter at
Parentingideas.com.au. You’ll get a fabulous FREE
Kids’ Chores and Responsibilities Guide when you
do.
Parenting ideas
Michael Grose
parentingideas.com.au

