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Knowledge comes, but
wisdom lingers

Week 2, Term 4 2017

Special dates to remember
Monday 9th October - Thursday
19th October
Year 11 exams
Friday 20th October
School Development Day
(Students do not attend)
Esperance Show
Monday 23rd October
Year 11 into Year 12 ATAR
courses start
Friday 27th October - Friday
3rd November
Year 10 exams

WELCOME
Welcome back to term 4, another busy term with much going
on as we move closer to school exams, Year 12 ATAR exams
and semester 2 reports. I wish everyone a most enjoyable and
productive term 4.
STAFF CHANGES
This term we welcome back from leave Mrs Renee Reid who
resumes her position as Head of Department: English. Thank you
very much to Ms Jodie Falconbridge for the excellent way she
took on the role of Head of the English learning area in Mrs Reid's
absence.

Wednesday 1st November
Year 12 ATAR exams start

A big thank you also to ex-student of the high school, Miss Sally
Elliott, a graduate who excelled in the role of English teacher last
term. It is great to have Sally still with us as she will be fulfilling the
art teacher vacancy we have this term.

Saturday 4th November
TOM Quiz Night

Best wishes to the following staff members who are on leave in
term 4:

Wednesday 15th November
Year 8 immunisation

•

Year 12 Coordinator, Mr Peter Turner. We welcome Mrs
Sam Haclin and Mrs Sophie Postans who are filling the
gap in Mr Turner's absence.

•

Mr Peter Henson, visual art teacher, who is currently on
leave.

•

Mr Andrew Maccan (Science) starts his leave in week 4
of the term and will be replaced by Science teacher, Mrs
Cara Gurney, who comes off leave to take up this position.

•

Program Coordinator of the Follow the Dream: Partnerships
for Success program, Alison Gibbs, is also on leave in
term 4. Her position is being filled by Science teacher,
Mr Paul Jefferies, who has had many years' experience
working with Aboriginal students and families in schools in
the north of the State and who will be an excellent addition
to the Follow the Dream program. To replace Mr Jefferies
in Science, we welcome Mrs Ronel Venter to our school.

•

We also welcome two trainee teachers this term, Mr Lee
Crabtree in Mathematics and Ms Victoria Hiku in Design
and Technology.

Thursday 16th November
Year 12 ATAR exams finish
Friday 17th November
Last day for Year 11 VET students
Friday 24th November
Last day for Year 11 ATAR students
Friday 24th November to
Wednesday 29th November
Year 6 Transition
Wednesday 29th November
Upper School Graduation
and Prize Night
Year 12 Celebration
Tuesday 5th December
Interschool Athletics Carnival
Monday 4th December to
Friday 8th December
Follow the Dream Careers Camp
Tuesday 12th December
Lower School Presentation
Assembly
Thursday 14th December
Last day of term for
students and staff

Finally, at the end of last term, we thanked the three teacher training
students who undertook a teaching practicum with our science
staff: ex-student, Shelley Defrenne, Owen Massenbauer (for two
weeks), and Danielle Edwards who completed her final teaching
practice at the high school.

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE GIRLS ACADEMY - WEDNESDAY 18TH OCTOBER
On October 18th the Ricky Grace Esperance Girls Academy was officially opened. Some of the special
guests included Ricky Grace, CEO of Role Models and Leaders Australia and the Girls Academy
program; Gail Adamson-Reynolds who provided the Welcome to Country; Natalie Bowman, Deputy
Shire President; Joanne McDonald, Company Secretary, IGO; Donna Gibson, Horizon Power; Kelly
Penny, Westpac - Esperance Branch Manager; P&C Association and School Board member, Helen
Staer; Megan Press, WA Country Health Promotion Officer; Jane Mulcock, Esperance Community Arts;
Luke Pikerley EJBA; and Carl Butler, Esperance Care Services.
Ricky Grace, Anna Bonney (Program Manager) and Julie Hawke all gave inspiring speeches. Ricky
congratulated the Academy staff, Anna Bonney, Annette Hanson and Michelle de Lacy (Development
Officers) for the excellent progress the program has made to date - and thanked all school staff and
local businesses involved. Two of the girls, Juanita Callow and Whitney Thorne, were excellent MCs on
the day, and well done to Anna Reynolds, Tiahnee Penny and Alidea Stack who talked about what the
program meant to them. The Girls' Wanjoo (Welcome) musical performance was a stand out performance.
Congratulations to all involved on this excellent day! In the words of Ricky Grace, "This was one of the
best Girls Academy launches I have ever attended."

Gail Adamson-Reynolds, Natalie Bowman, Ricky Grace,
Cathy Bamblett

GIRLS ACADEMY REWARDS
One of the core objectives of the Ricky Grace Girls Academy is to increase school attendance. Students
whose attendance in term 3 has been over 85 per cent were rewarded by a visit to the Animal Park at
the end of last term. Well done, girls and congratulations for achieving these very good results.
YEAR 7
Shianne Bullen
Aeishah Muir
Madison Riley
Eleisha-Ray Adams

YEAR 8
Tiahnee Penny
Kawana Williams
Grace Nelson

YEAR 9
YEAR 10
Jeliaha Councillor Juanita Callow
Trinity Thorne
Anna Reynolds
Whitney Thorne

YEAR 11
Brianna Barnes
Jada Thorne

Thank you to Mrs Bonney and Mrs Hanson for organising this reward event for the girls.
TOURNAMENT OF MINDS
Congratulations to the two Tournament of Minds teams and their four facilitators who represented
Esperance Senior High School in the State finals in Perth on the 11th September. The Social Sciences
team gained Honours (top three teams) and the Language Literature team won its division so will now
compete in the Australasian-Pacific finals in Adelaide on the 28th October.
The fourteen students in the two teams are:
Language Literature Team
Jesse Marshall, Hudson Staer, Kalira Docherty, Meg Baker, Sammy Ryan-Galloway, Jack Hughes and
Sam Jefferies.

Social Sciences:
Keely Barter, Chloe Hockley, Olivia Kipling, Livinia Florisson, Anthony Sims, Gabriella Botha and Koden
Cooper.
Facilitators were Ms Bamblett, Mr Hackwell, Mrs Saunders and Mrs Parker.
Well done to the students involved and best of luck to the Language Literature team and Mrs Lois
Saunders and Mrs Jazmin Parker for the finals in Adelaide.
We would like to thank the following sponsors who
have kindly donated funds towards the cost of
travelling between Esperance and Adelaide.
DONOR
Apex Club of Esperance
Shire of Esperance
Rotary Club of Esperance
Peter Rundle MLA - Member for Roe
Colin de Grussa MLC - Member for the
Agricultural Region
South East Petroleum
Lions Club of Esperance
Esperance Masonic Lodge
Language Literature Team
L to R: Jack Huges, Sam Jefferies, Jesse Marshall,
Hudson Staer, Sammy Ryan-Galloway
Front: Meg Baker and Kalira Docherty

Southern Ports
Bluey's Auto Repairs
R.J. Donaldson Building Contractor

TOM QUIZ NIGHT - SATURDAY 4TH NOVEMBER
Esperance Senior High School staff and students competing in the Australasian-Pacific finals for TOM
will be hosting a fundraising quiz night next month.
As the attached poster indicates, the quiz night will be held at the Civic Centre on Saturday November
4th starting at 6pm. Tickets for tables of eight are available from the ESHS front office. Get a table
together, gather up some nibbles and come along for a fun night!
WA EDUCATION AWARDS: SECONDARY SCHOOL OF THE YEAR
At the end of last term the school was congratulated on its consistently high level of student achievement
outcomes in relation to what would normally be expected of a school with a similar economic, social and
educational school community background.
Two judges from the WA Education Awards visited the school for a day, during which time they toured
the school, met many students and teachers along the way, and interviewed groups of students, parents,
staff and representatives from the school's Parents and Citizens Association and School Board.
It was a very affirming day for all involved and we appreciated very much the interest and positivity of
the two visitors, Mr Jim Webb (Regional Executive Director) North East Metropolitan Region, and Mrs
Melissa Rinaldi (Coordinator Regional Operations), who made the whole process very comprehensive,
relaxing and rewarding.

The same process, though with different judges, occurred for the School Services Staff Member of the
Year finalist, James Roelofs, our outstanding ICT technician, and again we appreciated the supportive
and affirming way the judges carried out their investigative research.
Esperance Senior High School is very appreciative of the opportunity we have been given to showcase
our school. We take on board the parting comment made by Mr Webb: "Your school clearly knows
what it stands for and deserves to be one of the top four finalists in the WA Secondary School of the
Year Awards. No matter what the outcome from now on, you are already a winner". Shades of the
Tournament of Minds motto: "It is the journey, not the destination".
The WA Education Awards finalists will be presented with certificates and the results announced on
Friday 24th November at Crown Perth.
A DAY MADE BETTER AWARDS
In following the theme of recognition and affirmations, the High School was involved in another Awards
program last term. The Program called 'A Day Made Better' invited teachers to nominate staff whom they
believed deserved A Day Made Better certificate. The variety of stories to support teachers' nominations
can be accessed at adaymadebetter.com.au by clicking on nominees.
Congratulations to the following teachers who have received A Day Made Better Certificate:
Mr Andrew Hackwell, Mrs Liz Elliott, Mr Gareth Postans, Mr James England, Mr Phil Reading, Mrs
Dilys Lee, Mrs Jazmin Paker, Mrs Amanda Moeauri, Mrs Natalie Myers, Mrs Renee Reid, Mrs Rhonda
Clifton, Mrs Sam Haclin, Ms Jodie Falconbridge, Ms Laura Crothers, Mrs Lydia Ryan, Mrs Ingrid Tolman
and Mrs Hillary Duffy.
INFINITY AWARDS 2017 - SCHOOL FARM TRAINING CENTRE
Congratulations to Mr Bruce Fitzpatrick and the year 10 students at the
Esperance Farm Training Centre who are the recipients of the 2017 Infinity
Awards for the Waste Wise School Category, which recognises innovation
and excellence in recycling and waste reduction.
The students cleverly transformed pallets into recycled planter boxes as their waste wise production
idea, which certainly impressed the judges.

The Minister for Environment,
Hon Stephen Dawson MLC,
Bruce Fitzpatrick - accepting the
award, Marcus Geisler, Chairman
Waste Authority

ONLINE LITERACY AND NUMERACY ASSESSMENT (OLNA)
The final OLNA testing for this year is completed, with results now available. The students who sat
this test in September are to be congratulated for their conscientious approach taken to achieve their
"personal best".
Well done students - and also the many staff who gave intensive support to students throughout the
lead-up to this testing process. Year 12 students who did not achieve their OLNA from the recent testing
will receive a letter of notification from the school.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET) AWARDS
Congratulations to the following students who have been short-listed for the 2017 VET Certificates of
Distinction and Top Student Awards. We wish the students well for the final interview process, with the
winners being announced in the West Australian in mid-January, along with all schools' overall year
12 results. Thank you to Mrs Cynnamon Harper for supporting the students throughout the application
process.
Short listed students:
Emmeshe Bracken - Business Studies
Jasmine Grant - Business Studies
Keri Carolan - Beauty
Kate Johnston - Beauty.
YEAR 12 COMPULSORY ATAR EXAMINATIONS
Year 12 ATAR students are reminded that the external examinations (written and practical) are compulsory.
If a student does not sit the relevant examination/s for a course (subject), then that course will be
deemed incomplete. As a result, the student will receive no credit for the year's work towards their WACE
(Western Australian Certificate of Education). It will also not appear on the student's WA Statement of
Student Achievement (WASSA) which all students receive. This may mean the student's WACE is in
jeopardy, particularly if they are relying on the grade to contribute to the C grade requirement. Please
ensure your child is aware of the potential consequences of these actions if they fail to sit a written or
practical ATAR examination. If students miss an exam through illness or misadventure, they must send
a doctor's certificate and a Sickness and Misadventure form (available from the deputy principal, Mr Ken
Duffy) to the School Curriculum and Standards Authority immediately after the exams.
YEAR 12 EXIT WEEK
During the last week of term 3 we farewelled the year 12s, the majority of whom have now completed
their formal studies at secondary school. There still remains the ATAR students who have returned this
term to complete their semester 2 exams, receive feedback from their teachers and undertake revision
in preparation for their ATAR exams, which commence on the 1st
November.
The students enjoyed their last week of term and demonstrated their
creativity and fun loving natures by dressing up, based on a different
theme each day. The themes included: Monday - stereotypes;
Tuesday - fictional characters; Wednesday - sporting heroes; and
Thursday - the first letter of students' names. The week culminated in
a voluntary barbeque breakfast at the Pink Lake Golf Club.

Best wishes to our ATAR students whose WACE exams commence on Wednesday 1st November and
finish on Friday 17th November. The Year 12 Graduation ceremony and Year 11 Upper School prize
night will be held at the Civic Centre on Wednesday 29th November, commencing at 6pm sharp and
finishing at 8pm. A supper will be held at the Civic Centre following the Graduation ceremony.

THE SCHOOL PRODUCTION - THE JUNGLE BOOK
This term drama and band students are putting the finishing touches to the school production: The
Jungle Book is being performed at the Bijou Theatre over two weekends: Thursday, Friday and Saturday
night, commencing on Thursday 9th November and finishing on Saturday 18th November. Tickets are
available from the front office of the school at a cost of $15.00 per ticket.
As the final rehearsals are fast coming to an end, the performers are honing their skills in anticipation of
opening night. A huge thank you to Mr Peter Henson and art students for making the backdrops and to
Director, Mrs Liz Elliott, Band Leader, Mr Brad Oversby, and musician, Miss Fiona Lemon for all the work
going into this wonderful performance. It will be a 'hit' with young children too!
NEW SMARTRIDER CARDS
From the 31st of January 2018, the highly acclaimed Smartrider ticketing system will be introduced
onto the TransEsperance bus services. SmartRider is a reusable smart card which allows easy travel
anywhere on the TransEsperance bus services. You simply add value to your card before you travel,
then ‘tag on’ and ‘tag off’ at the start and end of your journey. SmartRider automatically calculates the
lowest fare and SmartRider can also be used on other TransRegional and Transperth services.
Following the introduction of SmartRider, passengers will have three months to use the remaining value
on any unused Multi-Rider tickets they may have. It must be noted that the only way students will be
able to access the 70c student fare is with a SmartRider Card after January 31 2018.
A retail sales outlet where passengers can add value to their SmartRider cards and ask questions about
its use will also be set up at the TransEsperance depot at 86 Norseman Road.
A poster is attached and parents and students are advised to read the document which outlines the
process for using a SmartRider. The information includes the methods on how to add value to the
SmartRider.
Should you have any further enquiries relating to SmartRider, please call the Transperth Infoline on
136213 (Free Call).
PERTH ROYAL SHOW
Thirteen students from the School Farm Training Centre and the agricultural demonstration block
(situated on the town school site), along with Miss Emily McDonald, Mr Mick Harris, Mr Daniel DeBeer,
Mr Danny Pollard and Mrs Jan O'Connell, attended the Royal Agricultural Show in Perth from the 20th
to the 29th September.
Students competed in the Farm Skills, Cattle/Sheep Parading and Judging competitions at the show and
performed exceptionally well.
The results were:
Junior Paraders
Jemma Anthony 1st - in the year 11 competition
Scott Hessey 1st - in the year 12 competition
Cinnie Lambert-Campbell 3rd - in the year 11 competition
Aiden Plumb 4th - in the year 10 competition
Red Angus Judging
Our heifers took out the top three places and won Grand Champion and Reserve Champion. The bulls
also took out the top three places and won both the Grand Champion and Supreme categories. These
results, when combined with good placings in the pairs and groups, meant the Esperance Farm Training
Centre was awarded “The Exhibitor Gaining Most Points in the Beef Section” and “ Perth Royal Show
Red Angus Most Successful Exhibitor”. Both of these results are a first for the school.

Sheep Judging
This year was our first at showing sheep from our new Suffolk
stud, and again our results were impressive. In the Novice
Rams and the Novice Ewes we took out the top three places
and also was awarded the 'Reserve Champion Ewe'. This
meant Esperance was placed 3rd overall in the Breeders
Group.
Well done to the students and staff on the excellent manner
in which the farm students represented the School Farm
Training Centre once again.
The students involved were: Scott Hessey, Daniel Erceg, Lilly
Brooks, Cinnie Lambert-Campbell, Alexis Brajkovich, Jemma
Anthony, Sheralee Mason, Cassidy Whiting, Will Clements,
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Aiden Plumb, Brayden Kulker, Jordan Forbes and Layla Johnson. Grand Champion Red Angus Female winner
A huge Thank You goes to the Farm staff for the amount
of time spent training and supervising the students: Miss Emily
McDonald, Mr Mick Harris, Mr Daniel DeBeer, Mr Danny Pollard and Mrs Jan O'Connell.
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Scott Hessey showing the winning
Grand Champion Red Angus Bull

40 HOUR FAMINE
This year saw Esperance Senior High School commit to being involved in World Vision’s 40 Hour Famine.
World Vision wanted Australia’s young people to live out of a backpack for 40 hours, to experience a
little of what it would be like to live like a refugee. However, they did give students the opportunity to
continue to give up something for 40 hours if they preferred to do that.
Many of our students who registered seemed more comfortable with the old format, but whatever they
chose to do, they helped raise money to support refugees in South Sudan and the Middle East. Staff
supported students by sponsoring them. Students will receive a Certificate of Participation to thank
them for their help. World Vision was only offering online registration, which seemed to deter some of
those students who wanted to be involved - so we will need to look at what we can do to involve more
students next year.
Esperance Primary School supported our efforts by holding a Free Dree Day, from which they raised
$650.00 for this wonderful cause, for which the high school was very grateful.
From Chris - Chaplain

RESILIENCY TIPS
Recently, the High School has taken part in a number of presentations that aim to enhance students'
resiliency skills as they go through high school.
Kayelene Kerr presented to the year 9 and 10 students on the topic of safety, grooming and seeking
help from friends and family.
SHIRE YOUTH RESILIENCE WORKSHOP - TUESDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER
Visit to Esperance by Andrew Fuller
To further develop student resiliency, last term the year 7 and 8 students were fortunate enough to
be the recipients of a presentation by world acclaimed writer, Andrew Fuller. Andrew spoke about a
variety of resiliency building tactics to the students, including the message of "never to give up". As
Michael Grose states in his 'Parenting Ideas' Insights for Parents (attached): "Failure is an integral
part of learning anything significant, challenging or worthwhile." See attached articles at the end of this
newsletter for further information on the topic of resiliency: 'Failure - what a genius idea', and the 'The
secrets to communicating effectively with teenage boys'.
YOUTH RESILIENCY WORKSHOP
At the end of last term Andrew Fuller also presented a Resilient Youth Workshop called 'Creating the
Difference' at the Civic Centre. Young people from the Esperance Shire's Youth Advisory Council,
Esperance Senior High School and the Esperance Anglican Community School were chosen to
participate.
The aim of the workshop was for the participants to activate and develop resiliency and provide ways
of helping young people in Esperance.
Students considered the current data that Resilient Youth Australia gained from a resiliency survey of
young people across Esperance last year. Their task was then to formulate a community project that
aims to improve an area or issue highlighted.
Ms Anna Bonney and Mr Glen Symonds accompanied the students listed below to the workshop and,
like the students, found the process challenging, exciting and fun.
Anna commented that the "Girls Academy students have looked at the ideas that we came up with
and have brainstormed some that would work in our school. They are in the process of developing a
proposal for the administration to create kindness in our school community and specifically targeting
girls."
Congratulations to the following students who were excellent participants on the day:
Year 8 - Anna Williams
Year 9 - Nicolie Thomas, Kyarra Bullen, Alidea Stack, Aiden Gidgup
Year 10 - Kahn Wyatt, Ruary Moir.
YEAR 12 CELEBRATION - WEDNESDAY 29TH NOVEMBER
Tickets for the Year 12 Celebration are selling fast. A reminder to purchase your tickets before the 6th
November at the school’s front office so the committee can organise catering, gifts, etc.
The Year 12 Celebration will follow directly after the Prize Night on the 29th November at the Civic
Centre. Tickets are $25.
BEYOND SCHOOL STUDY GUIDE BROCHURE
The Beyond School Study Guide brochure, attached to this Newsletter, has been sent out to schools
from the Australian Government. Whilst this is a lengthy document, it does provide important information
to parents and carers that can assist students leaving school in their decision making plans for future
study.

Hello Parents and Guardians,
INSIDE AN ‘ANIME’ CLASSROOM
In English our year 7 students have been watching, analysing, and creating anime. Anime is a Japanese style
animation with colourful, vibrant characters and complex and fantastical themes or stories. The year 7 students
learnt various techniques that are used to position the audience and elicit a desired response or feeling.
In the picture below you can see Raila Coxall using her knowledge of setting, perspective, colour, symbolism…and her
awesome drawing abilities to portray her heroine Volceena as having super strength and courage. I visited Ms
Crothers’ class as they picked apart an anime movie. Their perceptiveness of the underlying themes and symbolism
was incredible to watch and well beyond my expectations.
NAPLAN RESULTS EXCEED EXPECTIONS
This year group has worked hard all year and Mrs Reid (Head of English) noted how this was reflected in their
impressive NAPLAN results. Esperance Senior High School outperforms like schools in all NAPLAN domains. In
Reading, the number of students achieving at a satisfactory standard or good standard has increased since their 2015
results.
In Writing, we achieved scores that were well above schools with similar demographics to us. We also increased the
amount of students who achieved at a good or excellent standard significantly, so these were great results for our
students. Both our teachers and students should be proud of these results. It just reinforces what a great school we
have!

Raila Coxall with her
anime character Volceena

Jessica Teede

Yianni Zagorianos

Kind Regards
Beau Scanlon
Year 7 Coordinator

Darcy Simson

Year 8 Newsletter: October 2017
It’s hard to believe that it’s already Term 4. This means that our year 8 students have one more term in the Junior
Campus area before they’re ‘let loose’ into the Senior Campus to take on the title of ‘bigger kid’; a change I’m sure
they’ll embrace with enthusiasm. This term the Language Literature Tournament of Minds (TOM) team will be
heading to Adelaide for the National Finals. It’s exciting to work in a school that really does shine – and this comes
down to our exceptional students, families, staff and community.

_________________________________________________________________________
Information and Announcements
My Role as Year Coordinator

As Year Coordinator, it is my role to provide pastoral care for students. This includes assisting students if they are
experiencing any difficulties, as well as encouraging and recognising positive contributions made by students, and
ensuring that the school is working to support each student. We have an extremely strong Student Services team at
ESHS, and we pride ourselves on working together to ensure that all students receive exceptional care and support.
In my role, I work alongside, and liaise with, teachers, parents and other Student Services members to support each
year 8 student according to their needs.
Students can see me during Form, recess or lunch at the English Office if they have any concerns they wish to discuss.
Parents and carers can also contact me by phone on 9071 9555, or via email at
jodie.falconbridge@education.wa.edu.au if they have any concerns or queries. I welcome contact from home, and if
a parent or carer needs information that is outside of my jurisdiction, I am more than happy to put them in contact
with the person they need. At ESHS we believe that it is imperative that home, school and community work together
to support students to achieve their best and to attain positive outcomes through their schooling experience.

Student Recognition

It is always wonderful to recognise the positive attributes that our students showcase in their classrooms and in the
playground. Our school uses mini merits to recognise and congratulate students for their positive contributions to
the school, whether it be for outstanding behaviour, an exemplary work ethic, a commitment to achieving their
personal best, contributing to the social fabric of the school through positive interactions with others, or personal
achievement. Mini merits are drawn at year assemblies and students are given a prize, and when students have
accumulated ten mini merits, they can take those to Student Services to receive a voucher.
Congratulations to all students who have received mini merits from their teachers, and thank you for your positive
contributions to our school! Congratulations, also, to those whose names were drawn at assemblies, and to those
who took their bundles to Student Services in the last half of Term 3.
Mini Merit Draw
Sally Barz
Jacob Jackson

Holly Bishop
Jordan Major

Matthew Coker
Zaine Smith

Student Services Voucher
Tina Barz
Daemon Hawkins

Michael Brown
Ntokozo Mbangani

Livinia Florisson
Hayden Muir

Classroom Visit
Prioritising the Environment in Textiles
I always love visiting Mrs Chambers’ textiles classes! Students are invariably ‘heads down’ and working with absolute
absorption on their projects in an environment that is organised, and an atmosphere that is friendly and social. It’s
no secret that Mrs Chambers is one of the many exceptional teachers we have at the school, and this is reflected in
the strong relationships she forges with her students across the year groups.
When I visited her year 8 Textiles class this week, I caught students in the first stages of creating an up-cycled
backpack where environmentally friendly meets practicality. A superb alliance!
For this project, students have brought in old jeans from home, which they will unpick and then use as the material
for their bags. Students have looked into the history of denim and jeans, and have also closely scrutinised the
manufacturing processes of cotton, and evaluated the practices that have negative environmental effects, as well as
best manufacturing processes.
When I arrived at the classroom, the year 8 students had rulers, scissors and long swathes of template paper before
them. They had been given the measurements for their backpack templates, and were in the process of measuring
and cutting them, so they can later use them to cut out their material. As well as template preparation, the other
lesson objectives on the board were to complete their safety and equipment worksheets. Mrs Chambers is in the
process of preparing students to use the equipment necessary for sewing projects, and first steps are to be aware of
potential hazards in the workroom, and to learn the names of the pieces of equipment as well as their function. With
their safety worksheet, students had to circle hazards on an illustration of a sewing room and state what they were,
while their equipment sheet required them to name and state the job of each pictured piece of equipment.
During the double period in the textiles classroom, all students were closely engaged with their project and efficient
in their use of time. As is typical in Mrs Chambers’ classes, all students knew what they had to do, where they could
look for extra help if they needed it, and were confident and social in their work space. Best of luck with your
creations, year 8s!

Project Display Wall

Jade Carter and Holly Bishop
Jodie Falconbridge
Year 8 Coordinator

Mrs Chambers and Jayden Peabody

Tina Barz

Jayden Lawrence and Flynn Halliday

Welcome back to term 4, and welcome to the many new students and parents who have joined our cohort. We have
another busy term this term with the girls’ football team travelling to Kalgoorlie on the 18th and 19th October,
Tournament of Minds state finals, interschool athletics and many more trips specific to subjects. I would like to
commend the year 9 cohort on how they have settled into the upper school campus and it is fantastic to see this
good behaviour again on return to school this term.
TOURNAMENT OF MINDS (TOM)
Congratulations and good luck to Meg Baker and the Language Literature TOM team who will be competing in the
National Finals in Adelaide on Saturday 28th October.

The winning Language Literature team: Jack Hughes, Sam Jefferies, Jesse Marshall, Hudson Staer,
Sammy Ryan-Galloway, Meg Baker and Kalira Docherty
FARM VISIT
Later on this term students who may be interested in attending the farm in year 10 or 11 will have the opportunity
to visit the farm and see if they would like to attend. Students are reminded to keep an eye out in the notices or
come and see me if they may be interested in this pathway.
KAYELENE KERR - PROTECTIVE BEHAVIOURS
At the end of last term the year 9 students attended a presentation on protective behaviours by Kayelene Kerr: BA
Justice Studies, Child Safety Advocate and Trainer from WA Child Safety Services. As part of Kayelene's presentation,
she spoke about grooming, not keeping "unsafe secrets", the need to "speak out" if abuse is occurring, and letting
parents or other trusted adults know.

Another key message was to have a supportive friendship group and look out for each other. Kayelene said
intervening early will help people in their recovery of abuse. With abuse lasting from around three to five years on
average, the earlier a person can seek help the better.
I would like to congratulate all year 9 students on their exceptional engagement and behaviour during Kayelene’s
visit.
OUTDOOR EDUCATION
In Outdoor Education students have been learning survival techniques and shelter building.

Emma Torelli, Olivia Kipling, Shanade Sim,
Mikayla McLean and Shari Rogers

If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please don’t hesitate to get in touch on
Lydia.ryan@education.wa.edu.au or 9071 9555.

Kind Regards
Lydia Ryan
Year 9 Co-ordinator

ESHS P&C Report
NEXT
P&C MEETING
14 th of November
ESHS Staffroom
at 7pm
All Welcome!
BUNNINGS
SAUSAGE SIZZLE
FUNDRAISER
th
Sunday, 5 of November

Term 4,
Week 2
President:
Andrew Waters

Vice President:
Helen Staer

Treasurer:
Anne Dwyer

Secretary:
Jo Niesler

At our last P&C meeting, we had a fun and informative Tuesday evening. Of
course we indulged in all things chocolate and berries. We heard about the
happenings around the school from our awesome Principal Cathy, including
checking out the school’s NAPLAN results. We had fun “spending money” choosing a shiny new oven and sandwich press for the Canteen! We’re not
sure how many decades old the oven was, but its vintage status was not
appreciated. 😜😜
The highlight of the meeting was definitely hearing from our:
School Psychologist Kathryn Kirchner!
Kathryn’s genuine care for the students and families was overwhelmingly
evident.
She loves to work with students, encouraging, counselling and
advocating. Kathryn works with families, students and teachers and liaises with
out-of-school agencies like GPs, Centercare and Esperance Psychology. She
also emphasised how our teachers really are aware and concerned about
students in their care. Teachers can refer students to her, students can go and
see her themselves, and parents can refer their children to her. Parent
permission is sought for year 7 to year 9 students before a meeting takes place.
We really appreciated Kathryn sharing with us and we are confident our
students are very well supported! Thanks Kathryn.

P&C FUNDRAISER!!!
Sunday 5th of November
10am - 3pm Bunnings
Raising money to purchase drums
for the School Chaplain Drumbeat program.
Let’s see how many we can buy!
Can you help??
Can you or your business donate sausages, bread or drinks??
Can you help on the stall, selling or cooking sausages?

CONTACT
Mrs Helen Staer
Vice President
ESHS P&C
M: 0478 213 232

Please text Helen 0478 213 232 your preferred hour on the roster.
Please come along in support on the 5th and buy a sausage lunch!

Thanks everyone,
Helen Staer
for the P&C

ESHS SCHOOL BOARD REPORT
2017 TERM 4, WEEK 2
Welcome to our first School Board Page!
Who is on the School Board? What does the School Board do?
Let us introduce ourselves and our function!
Cathy Bamblett: Principal
Phil Reading: Ex officio and Staff Representative
Robin Davis: Chairperson and Community Representative
Anna Bonney: Community Representative (Ricky Grace Girls Academy)
Tracey Karger: Parent Representative
Helen Staer: P&C Liaison and Parent Representative
Brendan Nicholas: Parent Representative
Mel Hart: Parent Representative
Paul Jefferies: Staff Representative
Vacancy: Staff Representative
Two Upper School Student Council Representatives
The Board has the fundamental purpose of enabling parents and members of the community to engage in
activities that are in the best interests of the students and will enhance the education provided by the school.
The Board has “broad brush” functions including setting strategic directions; reviewing the school’s objectives,
priorities and policy directions; evaluating the school’s performance in achieving those objectives; approving
the school uniform; reviewing school budgets; and approving charges and contributions.
The Board cannot intervene in the day-to-day management of the school, which is the responsibility of the
Principal.
The Board meets on a Thursday afternoon twice a term. We have one open meeting per year where parents
or community members are invited to attend to discuss relevant issues and meet Board members. However,
Board members are able to be approached at any time to discuss issues the school community may have, to
bring to the School Board to consider. The parent representatives in particular are a voice for parents and are
often questioning and sharing parents’ perspectives. We welcome your questions and feedback.
The Board members are all very dedicated to their roles as members of the Esperance Senior High School
Board.
Check out our next School newsletter for more about our members and what we’ve been working on.
Helen Staer for the School Board
(Publicity Officer)

Quiz1
kwɪz/
noun
1.

a test of knowledge, especially as a friendly competition between individuals or teams as a form of entertainment.

"a sports quiz"

ESHS Tournament of Minds Quiz Night
DATE:

Saturday, 4th November 2017

TIME:

6pm start

VENUE:

Esperance Civic Centre

COST:

$15.00

THEME:

Each table to choose their own theme.
Prizes awarded for the best dressed table.

TICKETS: Available at ESHS Front office or through TOM students
Tables of eight.
NO BYO Alcohol, Bar Available, BYO nibbles
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Welcome to a new way of
getting around Esperance
There’s exciting new changes happening to
public transport in Esperance.

New ticketing
system
CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

New bus stop posts will soon be installed around
the Esperance region. Remember you can only
board the buses at TransEsperance bus stops.

Still have existing MultiRider tickets?
No worries. Following the introduction of
SmartRider, passengers will have three
months to use the remaining value on any
MultiRider tickets they may have.

Like to know more?
OV

ERNME

N
T

G

OF

WE

S

TE

A

Y

SmartRider is a reusable smart card which
allows easy travel anywhere on the
TransEsperance system. You simply add
value to your card before you travel, then
‘tag on’ and ‘tag off’ at the start and end of
your journey. SmartRider automatically
calculates the lowest fare, and includes
discounts and entitlements for students,
seniors and pensioners. SmartRider can also
be used on other TransRegional and
Transperth services.
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New bus stops

RN

AUST

RA

Public Transport
Authority

New brochures telling you all about the SmartRider system will be available in local schools
and throughout the community. You can also call the TransEsperance depot on 9072 1717,
or the InfoLine on 13 62 13 (TIS 13 14 50).
Hearing or speech impaired? Call via NRS 133 677 and ask for 13 62 13.

EDUCATION/LEARNING

insights
Failure! What a genius idea!
by Michael Grose

A leading Victorian independent school is actively encouraging its students to fail, which is an absoutely
genius idea.
As reported in The Age (28th August 2017), Ivanhoe Girls Grammar School is holding Failure Week to teach
students that making mistakes is a crucial part of learning.
Teachers are sharing their personal stories of failure and students from prep to Year 12 are learning challenging
activities such as abstract painting, juggling, reciting poetry and dancing. At the end of the week they’ll be
displaying their new skills in front of each other with the emphasis being on stuff ups rather than perfection.
I suspect for many students making errors, stuffing up and struggling to get things right will feel uncomfortable.
But that’s the whole point.
Kids need to fail more if they are to succeed
Traditionally, schools and, in recent years, parents have excelled at
celebrating student success. “Top marks”, “Dux of the school” and “Perfect
score!” are the types of aspirations that teachers and parents have for kids.
But to many students academic success means “Don’t stuff it up!”, “No
mistakes please!” and “You’ve got to get it right!”
It’s been widely reported that Australian kids are anxious, perfectionistic and
risk averse. They just don’t feel comfortable with failure. And who could
blame them? We’ve hidden failure and disappointment from them for far too
long. In recent years there’s been a common perception that failure damages people. Unfortunately, this is to
the detriment of young people’s future success.
Failure is an integral part of learning anything significant, challenging or worthwhile. Resilient learners realise
that they don’t always get things right the first or even second time but with effort and practice they will master
skills, find solutions and gain the knowledge they need to succeed.
As reported in The Age, failure, if handled properly, provides kids with the feedback they need to help them
achieve excellence. Yes, kids need positive feedback too … but only when it’s deserved. When we tell a child
everything is wonderful when, in fact, his work is mediocre at best, we give him a false sense of achievement.
Failure takes bravery
I’ve long been a fan of encouragement. What I mean by that is parents and teachers focusing their comments on

We're a Parenting Ideas school

parentingideas.com.au/schools

the processes (effort, contribution, improvement) of what kids do rather than the outcomes. Encouragement
places the locus of control onto the child, which is essential for resilience. That doesn’t mean that we avoid
giving a child feedback if their work or behaviour isn’t up to scratch. By all means, we should inform kids when
they need to lift their game, but this feedback needs to be provided respectfully and with sensitivity if we want
it to be taken on board.
The real strength of encouragement is hidden in its French derivative, the verb coure: ‘to give heart’.
Encouraging teachers and parents to somehow find a way to give their kids the courage to be imperfect. It
takes a brave soul to make a mistake sometimes, particularly when others may be watching.
Failure needs a supportive environment
It’s all very well to encourage kids to have a go but they won’t stretch themselves unless mistakes are truly
accepted by the people that matter to them. A child won’t speak up in class when he’s unsure of the answer if
he knows his classmates will laugh at his errors. Similarly, if kids are to take more learning and social risks they
need to know that mistakes and stuff ups won’t be thrown back in their faces at home by parents or siblings.
Five simple ways to encourage kids to fail and celebrate errors
1. Model failure: Next time you break a plate when emptying the dishwasher,
avoid negative language (“What a klutz!”) or catatrophising (“This is the
worst thing ever!). It’s a plate. Stuff happens.
2. Tell stories of failure: We tend to be nostalgic of the past and tell kids of
the good stuff when we talk about our childhoods. But kids love to hear the
warts’n’all stories of the difficulties you faced and stuff-ups you made as a
kid. It makes you more human and also gives them permission to do the
same.
3. Encourage them: Develop a vocabulary around effort, improvement,
contribution and enjoyment. Be your child’s cheerleader but don’t avoid
giving feedback when necessary.
4. Tell and show kids how to improve: Feedback is always best when it has
a teaching focus. So next time you pick up a child on their poor schoolwork
or untidy bedroom, make sure you remind them how to do it right.
5. Provide the time to fail and get it right: Modern teachers and parents are
time poor. Crowded curricula and busy lifestyles make us less tolerant of
failure. But as anyone who has taught a young child to do up his or her
shoelaces will know, some things can’t be rushed. Time and patience can be
your best assets when helping kids to handle learning challenges.
Failure doesn’t sit comfortably with many of us, but it’s an essential element to success. The idea of a school
setting aside a week to encourage their students to fail more may challenge our perceptions of the education
process. But it’s a very timely, very smart idea that should be adopted and adapted by schools and families
everywhere.

Michael Grose
Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting
educators. He’s the author of 10 books for parents including Thriving! and the bestselling Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It, and his
latest release Spoonfed Generation: How to raise independent children.

We're a Parenting Ideas school
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PARENTING BOYS

insights
The secrets to
communicating effectively
with teenage boys
by Michael Grose

Communicating with adolescent boys can often consist of a series of questions (asked by parents) followed by
monosyllabic answers (from your son). This can then deteriorate into grunts at certain ages or when your
questions cut too close to the bone. For boys, mumbling or grunting monosyllabic answers is great way to
keep parents out of their lives.
However, it’s important to continue to connect with your son, so here are some practical ideas to help you stay
in the game with your teenage boy:
1. Don’t shut them down
Boys often learn from a young age to keep their problems in.If a boy comes to his parents and says he has a big
test tomorrow and he is really nervous it is easy to shut him down with remarks about his lack of study and
messy bedroom. If he receives this type of response when he tentatively presents issues, then he will learn to
shut down and keep his problems to himself in the future. It is really important for parents to read the subtext of
a boy’s conversations and requests. They frequently don’t know how to say what is on their mind or how they
are feeling. They can be very clumsy. Realise that your son may have something bigger on his mind than the
presenting issue or question.
2. Respect their space
Boys tend to be cave dwellers when things go wrong for them. A bad day at school may be followed by an
angry outburst on arrival home, particularly if he is asked that time-honoured question: “How was your day?”
“&^$%%%!!” may well be the response as he slams his bedroom door behind him. He has just entered his cave
where he will take his time to settle his thoughts and generally turn within to draw on his internal resources.
Resist the temptation to knock on his door and lovingly say, “Darling, is everything alright? Would you like to
talk about it?” You are only inviting more rejection. The best solution is to wait until he comes out of his cave
before you talk. Generally, he will come out when he has made some sense of what has happened to him and is
ready to engage. This is the time to talk.

We're a Parenting Ideas school
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3. Get moving together
One way to get boys talking is to get them moving. Go for a walk together,
wash the dishes together or do some other job and you will find their
tongues loosen up. The pressure to speak is removed by activity. More than
this, males are activity based. Just as activity and play is the language of
fatherhood, activity is the mode to get many boys to open up and talk.
4. Ask what they think to find out how they feel
The way to a boy’s heart is through his mind! If you want to find out how a
boy is feeling, ask him what he is thinking. For instance, if he experiences
rejection at school and he is obviously unhappy, ask him what he thinks
about the situation rather than how he feels. He will actually tell you how he
feels in the process. It is important that parents understand this and put this
knowledge to good use if they want an entry point into their son’s emotional
life.
5. Keep the banter up
Esteemed educator Dr Tim Hawkes, author of Ten conversations you must have with your son, maintains that
banter and small talk are essential elements in conversations with boys. Fun, trivia and jest are the foundations
for more serious, significant conversations that a parent will have with their sons. If you are always serious –
particularly a father – then a primary or secondary school-aged boy is less likely to listen to you than if you have
the balance right between silly and significant.
6. Reinforce more than nag
Your effectiveness as a communicator to boys will be enhanced if you get the (positive) reinforcement to
(negative) nagging ratio right. Many teenage boys benefit from being reminded about doing the right thing by
others, being smart and acting confidently, but that doesn’t mean that you should nag them all the time. They’ll
switch off to your message in a heartbeat. They’re more likely to listen if you regularly point out their positives
(“I love the way you…”), bite your tongue more than you speak (when you want to tell them how to behave),
and choose your timing and words carefully when you have something important to say to them.
Despite your best communication techniques there will be times when feelings aren’t shared, information is
withheld and secrets are kept. As frustrating as this is for parents, it’s a young man’s prerogative to keep things
close to his chest. When your son really clams up it’s best to be open in your communication style and be on
hand for when he eventually wants to talk. Parental availability is an underestimated parenting strategy.
Learn some great skills and knowledge to help you successfully raise the boys in your family in my practical 3week Parenting Boys course. It’s available now at Parentingideas.com.au.

Michael Grose
Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting educators.
He’s the author of 10 books for parents including Thriving! and the best-selling Why First Borns
Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It, and his latest release Spoonfed Generation:
How to raise independent children.
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WHAT TYPE OF STUDY

WILL YOU NEED, TO GET THE CAREER YOU WANT?
If you already have a career in mind,
look into the qualification you may need.
VET
qualifications
includes
Certificates, Diplomas,
Traineeships and
Apprenticeships.

VE

VET delivers
real skills for real
careers and a course
can take 3 months
to 3 years.

If you don’t already have a career
in mind TRY THE CAREER QUIZ.

UN
I

T

Uni
qualifications
include: Diplomas,
Associate Degrees,
Bachelors, Honours,
Masters and
PhDs.

UNI AND VET,
OR A BIT OF BOTH,
OFFER DIFFERENT
PATHWAYS TO THE
CAREER YOU WANT.

You could access
VET Student Loans
and some state
funding for selected
VET studies.
Search Myskills,
VET providers’
or TAC websites
for VET course
information.

Compare
previous student
experiences to
help you decide.

An enabling course
at uni can take
6 months to 1 year.
Other undergraduate
degrees at uni take
between 3-5 years.

Many uni
courses offer
subsidised
enrolments and
HELP loans.

NOW YOU KNOW IF UNI, VET, OR BOTH IS
FOR YOU, COMPARE COURSE COSTS AND
REQUIREMENTS BY CONTACTING DIFFERENT
PLACES YOU WOULD LIKE TO STUDY.
ON TO YOUR
CAREER.

NOW YOUR STUDY PATH IS CLEAR, YOU CAN WORK TOWARDS YOUR CAREER!
September 2017

studyassist.gov.au

THERE ARE
Gain a VET
QUALIFICATION
and transition
to university

LOTS

OF WAYS TO GET
INTO UNI
ATAR/OP

ENABLING OR
SUB-BACHELOR
COURSE (e.g.
bridging course)

RECOGNITION
for previous
study or work
MATURE AGE
STUDENT

Individual
university OPTIONS
(e.g. principal
recommendation,
direct entry)

APPLY

Check out
different uni and
TAC websites for
how to apply

UNI
THESE OPTIONS MEAN MORE STUDENTS THAN EVER ARE GETTING INTO UNI

September 2017
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CHOOSE YOUR OWN
HIGHER EDUCATION ADVENTURE
You’ve decided what UNDERGRADUATE COURSE
you want to study... what next?
START

DO YOUR RESEARCH
r online
ampus o

study?

On c
Compare public and
course cost me?
private providers and
How much will the whole
ASK QUESTIONS to help
Is the provider approved to
you decide where
offer you
a
HE
LP loan?
to study.

Is the cours

e offered a

s a CSP?

OTHER PROVIDER

PUBLIC UNIVERSITY

(private university, institute,
college or TAFE)

The Australian Government will pay for
part of your study via a Commonwealth
supported place (CSP)!

You could get
a FEE-HELP LOAN
if you can’t pay your
tuition fees upfront
(some CSPs may
apply).

The remaining
part is your student
contribution and you
could get a HECS-HELP
LOAN if you can’t
pay it upfront.

GOOD LUCK WITH
YOUR STUDIES!

ON TO THE NEXT
ADVENTURE

If you use a HELP loan, you will need to pay it back once you are earning a certain amount of money.
September 2017
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT AUSTRALIAN
GOVERNMENT LOANS FOR
YOUR BACHELOR DEGREE
WHAT TYPE OF FEES
WILL YOU NEED TO PAY?
If you apply at a public
university, you might
be able to enrol in a
Commonwealth supported
place (CSP).
This means that the
Government pays part of
your tuition fees and
you pay the student
contribution amount.

If you apply at a private
higher education
provider, you will
probably enrol in a
fee-paying place.
This means that you pay
the full tuition fees.
No matter where you
study, you could be
charged a student
services and
amenities fee for
non-academic activities.
You may have extra
expenses when you study,
like a laptop, text books
and accommodation.

WHICH STUDY LOAN COULD
YOU ACCESS?

HECS-HELP
If yyou
ou can’t’t afford
affford to pay your student
contribution amount upfront, you could
access a HECS-HELP loan.

OS-HELP
After
study in a CSP,
Af
Aft
ter one year of full-time
full
you could apply for an OS-HELP loan to
help pay for overseas study.

HOW MUCH
COULD YOU
BORROW?

HOW WILL YOU
REPAY YOUR
LOAN?

There is no limit
to how much
HECS-HELP you
can access over
your lifetime.

Any HELP loan
you access during
your studies will
become one
accumulated
HELP debt.

You could get two
OS-HELP loans
in your lifetime
and each loan
could be up to
$7,000.

You have to start

FEE-HELP

There is a

If you can’t afford to pay
p your tuition fees
upfront, you could get a FEE-HELP loan.
For a bachelor degree you will also have
to pay a FEE-HELP loan fee.

It is $100,879
for most students
in 2017 and is
a lifetime limit.

FEE-HELP limit.

repaying your
HELP debt when

your income
reaches the
compulsory
repayment
threshold.
For more
information about
repayments, refer
to the Australian

Taxation Office

(ATO).

SA-HELP
If you can’t’t pay this
thi fee
f upfront, you could
get a SA-HELP loan.

In 2017, students
can be charged
up to $294 and
a SA-HELP loan
can be used for
the full amount.

You can’t use a HELP loan for these expenses but you might be able to get a different
Government loan or payment like Youth Allowance, Austudy or ABSTUDY. Use the
Payment and Service Finder to see if you are eligible.
September 2017
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ARE YOU PLANNING
ON GOING TO UNI AND
NEED HELP PAYING
FOR YOUR COURSE?
CSP AND
HECS-HELP
A Commonwealth supported place
(CSP) is a type of enrolment that
is partly paid for by the Australian
Government. CSPs are offered at
all public universities in Australia
(and some private higher education
providers too), and the best bit is
that it is cheaper for you!
The CSP doesn’t cover all of your
tuition fees – the rest is called the
student contribution amount. You
may be able to get a HECS-HELP
loan for this part, so you don’t pay
anything upfront. You must be enrolled
in a CSP before you can apply for
a HECS-HELP loan. Use ATO online
services to keep an eye on how much
HELP you access.
Use the Payment and Service Finder
to find out if you can get other
Government payments like Youth
Allowance, Austudy or ABSTUDY.

THE IMPORTANT STUFF
Compare what previous students thought about their
higher education experiences to help you decide which
course and uni is best for you!

Contact your chosen uni or private higher education
provider to see if they can offer you a CSP and ask about
important dates and deadlines.

You can still get both a CSP and a HECS-HELP loan even
if you have a job and it doesn’t matter how much you
(or your parents) earn.

Contact your chosen uni or other provider to find out
about course costs.

If you don’t already have a tax file number, get one now!
You can’t get a HECS-HELP loan without it.

Don’t forget, the HECS-HELP loan is like any other loan, which
means that you have to pay it back. You only start making
repayments when your income reaches a certain amount.
September 2017
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THINKING ABOUT
STUDYING AT A
PRIVATE HIGHER
EDUCATION
PROVIDER AND
NEED HELP
WITH YOUR
TUITION
FEES?
FEE-HELP

FEE-HELP is a loan
you could use to
cover your tuition
fees if you can’t
pay them upfront.

To get a FEE-HELP loan, you have to be studying an approved
course and your private higher education provider must be
approved to offer HELP loans. Additionally, you need to meet the
citizenship and residency requirements – among other things.
With FEE-HELP, you can borrow over $100,000 for studies
over your lifetime – so there is lots of $$ available to get you
qualified for the career you want! Use ATO online services to
keep an eye on how much HELP you access.
Use the Payment and Service Finder to find out if you can
get other Government payments like Youth Allowance, Austudy
or ABSTUDY.

THE IMPORTANT STUFF
Compare what previous
students thought about their
higher education experiences to
help you decide which course
and private higher education
provider is best for you!

Your chosen private higher
education provider will help you
out with the application for a
FEE-HELP loan – ask them about
important dates and deadlines.

You can still get a FEE-HELP
loan even if you have a job and
it doesn’t matter how much you
(or your parents) earn.

Some FEE-HELP study has a
25% loan fee. Check out the
details on Study Assist.

If you don’t already have a
tax file number, get one now!
You can’t get a FEE-HELP loan
without it.

Don’t forget, the FEE-HELP loan
is like any other loan, which
means that you have to pay
it back. You only start making
repayments when your income
reaches a certain amount.
September 2017
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THINKING ABOUT STUDYING
A HIGHER-LEVEL VET
QUALIFICATION BUT
AREN’T SURE IF YOU
CAN AFFORD IT?
VET STUDENT
LOANS

VET Student Loans is a loan scheme you may
be able to access to pay for some of your study (up
to a capped amount) in your approved VET
course at an approved VET provider.

There are a few boxes you have to tick to get the loan, some of these include that you are studying
an approved VET qualification that is a diploma (or higher level course) as well as meeting the citizenship
and residency requirements. Make sure you find out which courses are eligible for a VET Student Loan.
If you do get a VET Student Loan, the money doesn’t go straight into your pocket! In fact, the Australian
Government pays your loan amount to your approved VET provider on your behalf as you study and you
pay it back once you’re earning a certain amount.

THE IMPORTANT STUFF
It is important to compare costs, resources,
class times and job opportunities so that
you know what you’re signing up for.
The myskills website lets you search and
compare VET courses and training providers.

Depending on what you want to study, there
is a limit to how much you can borrow - $5000,
$10,000 or $15,000. Use ATO online services to
keep an eye on how much VET Student Loans
you access.

Not all VET providers offer VET Student Loans.
Make sure you check the list to see where you
can access VET Student Loans for the course
that you want, before you sign up for anything.

Some VET Student Loans have a 20% loan fee,
find more info in the VET Student Loans booklet.

September 2017
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DO YOU NEED
HELP TO PAY YOUR
STUDENT SERVICES
AND AMENITIES FEE
(SSAF)?
SA-HELP
SA-HELP is a loan that you
could get to cover your SSAF
if you are eligible. The SSAF
is a fee that universities
and other private higher
education providers
can charge students for
non-academic stuff, like
sporting events, career
advice and much more.

THE IMPORTANT STUFF
You need to apply for a SA-HELP loan through your uni or
private higher education provider. Don’t forget to ask them
about deadlines for the application.

In 2017, the annual fee cannot be more than $294
(per person, per course) and the amount you pay
will depend if you study full-time or part-time.

You can still get a SA-HELP loan even if you have a job
and it doesn’t matter how much you (or your parents) earn.

If you don’t already have a tax file number, get one now!
You can’t get a SA-HELP loan without it.

Don’t forget, the SA-HELP loan is like any other loan which
means that you have to pay it back. You only start making
repayments when your income reaches a certain amount.

September 2017
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DREAMING ABOUT
STUDYING SOME OF
YOUR COURSE OVERSEAS?
OS-HELP

OS-HELP is a cash loan that can help eligible students to study part
of their course overseas. The loan can be used to cover airfares,
accommodation or other travel costs.

To get an OS-HELP loan, you must be enrolled in a CSP and have completed some of your course in
Australia, with some study remaining for when you get back. So start thinking about where you could go
after your first year of full-time study!
The best bit – if eligible, you could get an OS-HELP loan for up to $7,000 depending on where in the world
you study and if you wanted, you could access an OS-HELP loan twice!

THE IMPORTANT STUFF

The overseas study
must be full-time
and count towards
your Australian
degree.

You can still get an
OS-HELP loan even if you
have a job and it doesn’t
matter how much you
(or your parents) earn.

All unis will have their own
application process so when
the time comes, contact
your uni to confirm details
about the application,
selection and deadlines.

Don’t forget, the
OS-HELP loan is like
any other loan which
means that you have
to pay it back. You
only start making
repayments when
your income reaches
a certain amount.
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Accumulated
HELP debt

The total of any HECS-HELP, OS-HELP, FEE-HELP, VET FEE-HELP/VET
Student Loans or SA-HELP debts a student has (including any Australian
Government study loans incurred before 2005).

Approved course

Refers to a course of study that an approved higher education provider
may offer their students a FEE-HELP or HECS-HELP loan for.

Approved
VET course

A course for which students can access a VET Student Loan. These
courses are listed in the courses and loan caps determination and are
a high national priority, meet industry needs, contribute to addressing
skills shortages and align with strong employment outcomes.

Approved VET
provider

A registered training organisation approved by the Australian Government
where eligible students can access VET Student Loans for approved VET
courses.

Capped amount

The maximum amount of VET Student Loans that a student can access for
their approved VET course. More information about these capped amounts
can be found at: https://www.education.gov.au/vet-student-loans.

Commonwealth
supported place
(CSP)

A place at a public university that is subsidised by the Australian
Government. Students enrolled in a CSP only pay the ‘student
contribution’ amount set for their study.

Compulsory
repayment
threshold

A person starts repaying their HELP debt through the taxation system once
their repayment income is above the compulsory repayment threshold, even
if they are still studying. The repayment threshold is indexed each year.

Enabling course

This is a preparation course a student can undertake to develop their skills
in specific prerequisite areas, before they enrol in a bachelor degree.

FEE-HELP

An Australian Government loan scheme that helps eligible
fee-paying students pay their tuition fees.

Fee-paying place

A place in an approved course which is not a CSP (not subsidised by the
Australian Government) and for which students are required to pay tuition fees.
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Full-time study

Generally refers to a student who completes one EFTSL (equivalent full-time
student load) of study per year. The amount of units it takes to equal one
EFTSL is different at each public university, private higher education provider
or VET provider. A student will need to contact their provider to find out how
many units make up one EFTSL. EFTSL is different to credit points.

HECS-HELP

An Australian Government loan scheme that helps eligible students
enrolled in a CSP pay their student contributions. Before 2005, this
was known as HECS.

HELP loan

Australian Government loans that help eligible students to pay their tuition
fees (FEE-HELP and VET Student Loans); student contributions (HECS-HELP);
overseas study expenses (OS-HELP); or the student services and amenities
fee (SA-HELP). All HELP loans are repaid through the Australian tax system.

OS-HELP

An Australian Government loan scheme that helps eligible
students pay their overseas study expenses.

Private higher
education provider

Generally a private higher education provider will not be approved to offer
their students a CSP however, if approved, they may be able to offer their
students FEE-HELP to pay their tuition fees.

Public university

A higher education provider that can offer their students Australian
Government subsidies (also known as CSPs) and HELP loans.
Most universities in Australia are public universities.

SA-HELP

An Australian Government loan scheme that helps eligible students
pay their student services and amenities fee.

Student
contribution amount

The amount of fees a student enrolled in a CSP must pay for their study.

Student services
and amenities fee
(SSAF)

A fee that all public universities and private higher education
providers can charge for specific student services and amenities
of a non-academic nature.

Tuition fees

Fees that students enrolled in a fee-paying place are charged for their
units of study. These fees are set by individual providers and are not
regulated by the Australian Government.
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Tertiary Admission
Centre (TAC)

A TAC is the organisation that processes and assesses applications
for admission into undergraduate courses. While their main role is in
undergraduate admissions, each one provides a slightly different service.
See below a list of the TACs:
x NSW and ACT - Universities Admissions Centre (UAC)
x QLD - Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC)
x SA and NT - South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre (SATAC)
x VIC - Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC)
x WA - Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC)
x TAS - as there is only one university, please contact
the University of Tasmania directly with your application enquiries.

Undergraduate
course
or undergraduate
degree

An undergraduate course can be:
x an enabling course;
x a diploma;
x an advanced diploma;
x an associate bachelor degree; or
x a bachelor degree.

VET

Vocational education and training (VET) is a type of education which
provides people with occupational or work-related knowledge and skills.
In addition to a VET qualification, people can be trained in part
qualifications or ‘skills sets’. VET is delivered in a number of ways –
through schools, dual sector universities with VET courses, TAFE institutes,
private registered training organisations and community colleges.

VET qualification

A VET qualification can be:
x a certificate I to IV;
x a diploma;
x an advanced diploma;
x an apprenticeship; or
x a traineeship.

VET Student Loans

An Australian Government loan program established by the VET
Student Loans Act 2016 that assists eligible students enrolled in approved
higher level vocational education and training courses, at approved
VET providers, pay their tuition fees.
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