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Friday 24th September
Farewell BBQ

Friday 27th September to
 Friday 8th October

School Holidays

Monday 4th October to 
Tuesday 12 October 
Year 12 ATAR exams

Friday 15th October
School Development Day

Tuesday 19th October
Year 10 immunisation

Wednesday 20th October 
Last Day Year 12 ATAR students

Friday 29th October
Cannery Exhibition

Monday 1st - Friday 19th Nov
WACE written exams

Wednesday 24th November
Year 12 Prize Night and Supper

Civic Centre

Thursday 25th November
6.30pm in Library

Year 6 Parent Night

Tuesday 14th December
Certificate Assembly P5

and Awards Assembly 1 - 3pm

Thursday 16th December
Last Day of Term 4

Contact phone: 9071 9555
esperance.shs@education.wa.edu.au 
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          Principal's Address

Term 3 Week 10

It is with great sadness that we acknowledge the losses which 
have occurred in our community recently. Our condolences are 
with their families and friends as they grieve. Please be assured 
that our Student Services team are still available to support students and their 
families who remain in need of support. Support is also available through 
Headspace (1800 650 890), Kids Helpline (1800 551 800) and Lifeline (13 11 14).  
Please continue to take care of each other over this diffi cult period.

I personally want to express my gratitude to our wonderful staff in their efforts 
in supporting each other and our students through what has been a diffi cult and 
challenging end to the term.  I would like to recognise our own Student Services 
team along with the GER Psychology Team headed up by Ann Thomason 
who have worked collegially and strategically ensuring that support has been 
provided where required. I have been impressed with the professional way in 
which this group has worked in this postvention environment ensuring school 
based responses which were impactful. 

We have uploaded a guide to Connect that contains some advice on how to 
support your young person to maintain their wellbeing over the school holidays.   
Esperance Senior High School will continue to have additional support services 
throughout the exam period and Term Four. Please don't hesitate to access the 
school if you would like to access additional support for your young person.

I know that our collective thoughts remain with the families and others impacted 
by these tragic events.

Our recent NAIDOC event saw the school community coming together to 
celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous communities, but 
by Australians from all walks of life.

NAIDOC 2021 was held at Esperance SHS under this years NAIDOC theme – 
Heal Country! This years theme 'Heal Country' calls for stronger measures to 
recognise, protect and maintain all aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander culture and heritage.

I would like to acknowledge the work that the staff and students have put into 
the activities. Thanks to Gareth Postans, Hettie Marie and Anna Bonney and the 
Aboriginal Education Leadership team who have coordinated and devised the 
NAIDOC activities and events. I would also like to acknowledge Matt Lovejoy 
and Neville Clifton, our Deputies, for assistance in overseeing the event. The 
input of our two academies, the Esperance Clontarf Academy and Stars is also 
appreciated and acknowledged. Most importantly, thanks to all of our students 
who have contributed to this important celebration.

Year 6 Transition Day's

Friday 26th November 
Small schools

Monday 29th November
Esperance Primary School

Tuesday 30th November
Castletown Primary School

Wednesday 1st December
Nulsen Primary School



Our school improvement journey continues and the process of school improvement at Esperance SHS has given 
rise to considerations about the way in which students learn in a 21st century learning environment which is 
changing rapidly and very different from education of even ten years ago. Interactive technologies are now 
considered an essential dimension to any modern classroom with the opportunity for education to go beyond 
the four walls of the classroom. We will continue to be working hard to ensure that resources associated with 
Learning Technologies enable an education environment that allows students to connect regularly to the local 
and much wider community. At Esperance SHS, we have recognised that the role of the teacher has changed 
dramatically and although now not the fountain of all knowledge, the role is as important as ever in teaching 
students how to process the massive amount of information currently available to them. Developing these skills 
is a critical part of education. 

Teachers at Esperance SHS are very aware of the need to engage their students through ensuring children 
understand very clearly the purpose and real life application of the skills being taught. In developing knowledge, 
teachers must connect content to real-world experience. 21st century skills such as creativity, critical thinking, 
communication and collaboration are essential for absorbing knowledge and for work performance. I am very 
pleased to advise that Esperance SHS has been selected as one of 70 schools that will be funded to employ a 
Career Practitioner, whose job it will be to help build and share contemporary career development practices 
across the school, embedding 21st Century Skills essential to ensuring successful transition to the workplace. 
The Career Practitioner will be employed as a teacher and work with the school’s Leadership Team to plan and 
embed career development and work exposure activities into curricular and co-curricular programs. The Career 
Practitioner will play an integral role in providing information and liaising with students, staff, parents, training 
providers, employers and industry.

Students need to develop character, including attitudes and values, to face an increasingly challenging world. 
For this reason, programs which develop traits such as adaptability, persistence, resilience, respect, integrity, 
honesty, fairness, trust and empathy are increasingly important. Teaching students how to learn, how to connect 
their learning in one discipline to another, developing curiosity and providing time for students to follow their own 
passions and interests are similarly important. At Esperance SHS we are continually evaluating what we do and 
how we do it, to ensure that we are providing the best possible educational opportunities for all students. This 
is our goal and commitment. I would like to acknowledge our teachers for their professionalism and dedication 
to the task of teaching the students. Thank you students for your efforts, enthusiasm and persistence with your 
learning. Thank you also, parents, for your ongoing support of your children's education.

In closing, I would like to wish everyone all the very best for the break and look forward to seeing everyone back 
refreshed for the fi nal school term of 2021.

Ian Masarei - Principal.

CELEBRATION OF MUSIC
Esperance Senior High School Music Department would like to apologise for the postponement of our Celebration 
of Music. We are still planning on completing the performance and still invite you to attend.  Once we have 
settled on a performance date we will advise you of that date. The evening will feature musical works from all 
of Esperance SHS Ensembles (Junior, Senior, Concert and Jazz Bands and Guitar Ensemble), as well as selected 
solo and small group performances that have happened in classes over the year. All families, students, teachers 
and friends are welcome to attend.  

CANNERY EXHIBITION
The Esperance SHS Design and Technology, Home Economics and The Arts Departments would like to invite you 
to our annual Exhibition at the Cannery Arts Centre. The Exhibition will be in the Main Gallery and will feature 
student work from all year groups and Design and Technology, Home Economics and The Arts learning areas. 
The Exhibition kicks off on Friday, 29th October with a performance by the Esperance SHS Guitar Ensemble and 
nibbles provided by the Home Economics Department, so you don’t want to miss Opening Night!  But if you are 
already busy, the show will go on until November 5th for you to explore. 

Sarah Watchorn - Head of Learning Area - The Arts

CELEBRATION OF MUS

The Arts



English

This year has been full of opportunities and student development. As I wander the halls, and observe the English 
staff at their craft, I encounter engaged and enthused students. Co-operative activities, student centred learning, 
and scaffolded activities to help the students achieve their best; from year 7 through to year 12, everyone is 
actively learning, and progressing in their continuum. For most, this will continue into next term, but for the 12s, 
they are nearly at the end of their formal schooling. 

As the year winds down for the Year 12 students, it is time to refl ect; on successes, learning opportunities, 
personal growth and the future. It is with pride that I salute the 2021 graduating class on their achievements 
over the years. As they began their foray into high school, many years ago, now they begin their new pathways 
into the future. To those that have already achieved their goals securing an apprenticeship, congratulations. To 
those who are yet to secure their pathway, good luck in all your endeavours. And to those whose plans hinge on 
successful WACE/ATAR exams, with university entrance the goal, I wish you all the best. 

To all these Year 12 students, it is with gratitude, for your personalities in our lives, and pleasure, on your 
achievements, that we send you off into bright, fulfi lling futures. Your English teachers have been here to support 
you, and we look forward to hearing from you as you achieve your dreams in the future. 

All the best, to all of you.

Vicky Williams Head of Department - English

Mathematics

Is there a more exciting way to end the term than with some 
Algebra? Our Year 7s are learning about Linear Functions. Here 
we have Miss Smythe's Year 7s studying the Cartesian plane. I 
wish everyone a safe and relaxing holiday. 

Michael Zani - Head of Department Mathematics

Library

D2 Form Quiz winners

Curtis Mayfield jamming

This year's Book Week theme was “Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds”. Once again we had great fun 
decorating our library. Art classes came and “chalk bombed” the exterior library wall – the art work usually 
lasts a year until we wash it off for the next Book Week! Thanks to Curtis Mayfi eld who brought his guitar in 
and spent a lunchtime jamming some great tunes. A Lego Masters lunchtime competition has become a nice 
tradition. This year Alicia Linden and Sophie Reemts were the “Lego Masters”.  The “Selfi e Hunt” saw teams 
of students running around the school taking some fun photos – well done to Cassie, Ella, Crystal and Alyssa 
who were the winners! Congratulations to Miss Elliott’s D02 Form class who won the Form class quiz this year.

Keep reading everyone!

Hillary Duffy - Library

L to R: Cassie Tate, Ella Smith, Crystal Shields 
and Alyssa Hall - Selfie Hunt winners



Science

SCIENCE FAIR
On Tuesday 24th August 2021 the Esperance Senior High School Science Department hosted their annual Science 
Fair. This year our Science Fair was held in the week following National Science Week. We were inspired by this 
year’s theme of ‘Food: Different By Design’.

Groups of Year 7 classes chose projects to plan and conduct, ranging from Manky Microwave Mould to Friend 
or Foe Fertilisers. The Year 7 students presented their projects and fi ndings on posters at the event which was 
held from period 1 to 4 in the Junior Campus. Esperance Primary School, Castletown Primary School, Esperance 
Christian School and Nulsen Primary School were amongst the excited visitors who enjoyed the informative 
posters, chatting to our students about their work, and completing the worksheets produced by each of the 
groups.

After careful consideration by the Science Department, the winners of this year’s Science Fair were:
1st place: Toastally Full of Energy by Ashley Gallop, Mia Calvert and Stevie Barlow
2nd place: Bacteria Growth by Maria Carbone, Jorja Winfi eld, Charlotte Doney and Calypso Shelton
3rd place: Energy by Mia Moeauri, Nicola Botha and Bryce O’Neill

In addition to the Year 7 presentations, the primary school students from Esperance and Castletown were treated 
to a lesson with Mrs Gurney and Ms Bell. Students with Mrs Gurney investigated how yeast can produce gas 
when mixed with sugar and even got to look at the yeast under the microscope. Ms Bell’s Year 6s investigated 
natural indicators like cabbage and blueberries to see if substances were acids or bases. They then got to use 
an orange skin to pop a balloon and make slime from potatoes.

Thanks to everyone who was involved in this year’s Science Fair!

Danielle Edwards - Science Teacher

COMMUNITY SPIRIT IN HOME ECONOMICS! 
The Home Economics department received a donation from the Esperance Care 
Services earlier this term and now have the opportunity to use the poly/cotton sheets 
to ‘give back’ to a local primary school. 

Year 9 and 10 Gift Making students have started their second task, learning about 
“Furoshiki,” a Japanese fabric wrapping tradition that also has a sustainability twist. 
The students research and trial three different dyeing techniques to decorate fabric 
which will then be used to produce their own fabric gift wrap. 

L to R: Katie Crawley and 
Devon Fontanella

Home Economics

L to R: Second place - Jorja Winfield, Charlotte Doney, 
Maria Carbone and Calypso Shelton 

LLL L to R: 1st place - Ashley Gallop, Stevie Barlow 
(absent Mia Calvert)

L to R: 3rd place - Bryce O'Neill, Mia Moeauri (absent 
Nicola Botha)



Physical and Health Education

Several students have started trialing their fi rst technique, 
by decorating a sheet in preparation for it to be sewn into 
a curtain which will add colour to a local primary school 
classroom. The decorating technique called batik, requires 
the students to create designs using cold wax, and then they 
will be coloured with textile dye. After the drying process, 
the waxy residue will be ironed off, which will also heat set 
the textile dye.

The second technique to be trialed on the sheet is tie-dye 
which is currently making a resurgence in today’s fashion! 

Natalie Myers - Home Economics Teacher

L to R: Jessica Suttar, Seraya Bain and 
Angelle Edwards
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THANK YOU
I would like to take this opportunity to thank both Jessica Cassidy and Monique Baker for being a part of the 
Physical and Health Education Department this term while there had been some staff changes. Their contribution 
and professionalism at such an early part in their career is commendable. I would also like to thank Kerryn 
Plecas and Taylor Geracitano-Smith for being mentors while we had some Practical Teachers down from Edith 
Cowan University for fi ve weeks. 

TENNIS WEST COMPETITION
Ten of our Year 10 students helped out with the Year 3 and 4 
Tennis West competition on Friday, 17th September.  Fortunately, 
the competition was held indoors at the new indoor stadium as 
a nasty weather front rolled over. The students were involved 
in helping setup and run activities while mentoring the Year 3 
and 4 students. Thanks goes to Kerryn Plecas for organising the 
students.

TERM 4 ACTIVITIES
There are a few activities that will run during Term 4. Amy Evans will be taking a group of girls to Kalgoorlie 
to participate in the Year 9 and 10 Football competition. Unfortunately, this was cancelled during Term 3 but 
the girls continued to train. They should be unstoppable. Esperance SHS will host a netball competition against 
Kalgoorlie Community High School organised by Tayla Nettleton. There will be more information about this 
closer to the date. Bush Ranger and Upper School Outdoor Education will continue to run their different camps  
as the weather warms up.      

Brett Landers - Head of Department Physical and Health Education

L to R: Ben Brierley, Jack Riley and Hamish Haslam

Top L to R: Fraser Florisson, Caleb Shipp, Jarradyn Cooper, 
Hannah Sims, Jessica Suttar, Hayden Ryan

Bottom L to R: Lily Piggot, Lawson Baker, Shae Nesbitt, 
Ruby Davies-Mele, Gemma Stockdale and Bevan Norwood



Humanities and Social Science

Year 10 Geographers this term have had the opportunity to participate in fi eldwork activities to assess the 
coastal management processes on Esperance Bay.  We have been learning in class about the human induced 
activities that impact on our pristine coasts, then examine them in ‘real life’.  Geography is about what happens 
outside our windows, so it is important we see it in action also! 

Finally, all the Humanities and Social Sciences teachers wish our Year 11 and 12 students all the best for their 
upcoming school exams.  Remember to work to your personal best and we know that you will achieve great 
things! 

MENTAL HEALTH IN SCHOOLS
Week 8 of this term was Mental Health Week at Esperance Senior High School. We focussed our attention 
on developing a positive mind set and taking small steps to ensure we are looking after ourselves. Students 
participated in a range of activities in Form classes that lead to our recognition of R U OK? Day on Thursday 
9th September.

On R U OK? Day students were able to engage in a range of activities with our local agencies who support 
our community. Our thanks goes to Escare, CentreCare, Hope and Headspace for your contribution on the day.  

Leanne Cassam - Head of Department Humanities and Social Science



The second half of Term 3 has been very busy at Esperance Farm Training Centre as we are well under way 
with preparations for the Royal Show to compete in the Farm Skills Competition and Sheep and Cattle Handling 
competitions. The team has been working feverishly under the expert guidance of our Agricultural Trades Offi cers 
and Farm Manager to perfect their skills. We wish this hardworking group all the best!  

In addition, Year 12 students and staff have completed an 'Operate Chainsaw' course and Year 11s have 
participated in the Fire Suppression with South Regional TAFE.  

Year 10s have participated in revegetating areas of salt affected land. The students have planted 1600 salt bush, 
melaleucas, eucalyptus and acacias. Thank you to Claudia Magana for setting up this program, for Esperance 
Tree Farms for supplying the trees and South Coast Natural Resource Management (South Coast NRM (WA) – 
Solutions for a productive and healthy environment) for funding the Lake Warden Recovery Catchment program.

Jazmin Parker - Program Coordinator - Farm

Th d h lf f T 3 h b b

Farm Training Centre

Corey McKeown, Riley Litherland, Sebastian Davidson 
and Lucy Riordan 

Science

Three of our Year 11 students, Sam Jefferies, Lisa Warne and Brechto Bezuidenhout applied and were accepted, 
after some interviews, to join a program for life-changing STEM experiences, namely the National Youth Science 
Forum (NYSF). The program will run for 12 days from 10th to 25th January 2022 in Perth.

The NYSF program offers an exciting range of in-person and digital science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) experiences for participants across Australia. It will be delivered as a mixed-mode 
experience – a combination of in-person and digital events.

Week one: students will join their fellow NYSFers for a digital program packed full of amazing STEM sessions, 
including specialist lectures, speed networking, talks and lectures from renowned STEM experts, careers days, 
critical thinking, science communication, and more. 

Week two: students have the chance to meet each other in 
person, see inside amazing STEM facilities and labs in Perth, 
meet researchers and STEM experts, listen to lectures, and learn 
what a career in science looks like.

Congratulations to these three students for this impressive 
achievement.

Mr Kruger - Head of Science

L to R: Sam Jefferies, Lisa Warne and Brechto Bezuidenhout



An artwork portraying another façade of a famous beachside town has 
taken out the top award in a community art competition.

The #shoWcAse in Pixels competition is run by the WA Local Government 
Association as part of its annual Local Government Convention, held at 
Crown Perth this year.

One of the State’s longest ongoing art projects, this competition has 
evolved from a display of physical banners in the CBD area, to a digital 
screening at the Yagan Square 45-metre high tower screen.

WALGA Chief Executive Offi cer Nick Sloan said the artworks received 
this year illustrated the landscapes and stories of communities in each 
Local Government.

The winning artwork from the Shire of Esperance high school student 
portrays the community holding the town together, and leading the way 
for the Local Government.

“This is such a rare insight of seeing how the Esperance community 
views itself,” Mr Sloan said.

“It is a side of Esperance not commonly perceived – we refl ect on the 
Shire being a beachside town, commonly portrayed by white sand 
and blue water. Instead, the high school artist interpreted this year’s 
Convention theme Leading the Way through a community message.

“The essence of the artwork goes beyond beaches and big pine trees – 
as the artist has emphasised that the town is made up of the community, 
depicted by the hands holding up the natural beauty in the artwork.”

The #shoWcAse in Pixels competition has categories open to primary 
and high schools, community groups and professional or digital artists.

Winners were announced at the 2021 WA Local Government Convention 
Gala Dinner, held at Optus Stadium on Monday, 20 September, with the 
artworks projected on the super screen.

The artworks will be displayed on the digital screen tower of Yagan 
Square at 12:00pm each day until Sunday, 26 September.

The winners of the 2021 shoWcAse in Pixels competition are:
Upper Primary School - Shire of Manjimup
Secondary School – Joint Winners: Shire of Bruce Rock and Shire of 
Esperance
Community Group/Amateur Artist – City of Wanneroo
Professional/Digital – City of Kwinana
OVERALL - Shire of Esperance: Esperance SHS student - Paige Fillmore

A high commendation was awarded to Shire of Mingenew in the upper 
primary category.

Excert take from:
https://mailchi.mp/walga/media-release-1122718?e=2b7b3c828d
Tuesday, September 21, 2021. Media Release

# shoWcAse in Pixels Competition

Paige Fillmore's Artwork on show at Yagan 
Square.



Year 7 and 8 Coordinator

YEAR 7 FACTION POINTS YEAR 8 FACTION POINTS

DEMPSTER 1423 ROSSITER 1764

EYRE 1394 FLINDERS 1134

ROSSITER 1138 DEMPSTER 999

FLINDERS 1040 EYRE 907

TOURNAMENT OF THE MINDS
Tournament of the Mind (TOM) team was predominantly Year 7 and 8 students this year with some Year 9 
students completing the team. Congratulations to  Sophie Walker (Year 7), Monique Walker (Year 7), Calypso 
Shelton (Year 7), Oliver Franklyn (Year 8), Darby Hough (Year 9), Isobel Shelton (Year 9) and Eloise Willsher (Year 9) 
for receiving honours in Perth and for all of the hard work put in by Jessica Cassidy.

Here are a few words from the TOM Team about their experience:-

Over the last seven weeks, the Esperance Senior High School Tournament of Minds team has been working 
hard on preparing for the Language Literature regional and state fi nals. In the lead up to the regional fi nals, we 
worked hard on weekends and after school to build on our skills with the help of Miss Cassidy and Ms Taylor 
(a parent of two of our members). With an abundant supply of food, we were able to push on and create an 
entertaining and creative performance. The judges loved our solution and we got through to the state fi nals.

MINI MERIT WINNERS
A silent draw was held in Week 9. Congratulations to the Mini Merit Winners for this round who will receive a 
Cinema movie ticket.

Winners are:
Year 7 - Rani Chamberlin, Tanika Dixon, Eliza Fillmore, Madison Gordon, Brock Hislop, Ashlee Lloyd, Harvey Paxton, 
Lara Smallman, Hannah Solly and Archie Stockdale. 
Year 8 - Addison Daw, Melinda Doney, Jordan Emsley, Logan Governs, Annie Lay, Sean McCrea, Hayden McKeown, 
Evie Rickerby and Ruby Lykke.

Lasty, I would like to thank Kerryn Plecas for taking on the role of the Year 8 Coordinator for Term 3 while I was 
Head of Department in Physical and Health Education. I will recommence as the Year 7 and 8 Coordinator for 
Term 4.

Brett Landers - Year 7 and 8 Coordinator

We travelled up to Perth on Thursday and 
settled into our accommodation. We made 
many new friends and had a great time. 
Our team had to do a challenge in a smaller 
time frame (three hours), which was a great 
experience. We put together a solution and 
had a great time performing it and watching 
the other teams. In the end, Perth Collage 
went through to internationals with their 
amazing solution. We were proud of how we 
performed and left with honours and plenty 
of new knowledge. We are looking forward to 
next year and can’t wait to do it again.



Year 9 Coordinator

During Week 4 I had a meeting with the Year 9 students to remind them of our Esperance Senior High School 
expectations and rules. I also urged them to consider, and start a conversation at home, as to what they would 
like to achieve in their Upper School learning journey. Having this goal in mind may help with their subject 
selections for Year 10. 

SUBJECT SELECTIONS 
By now, all Year 9 students should have completed their subject selections for 2022. During Term 4, parents and 
students will receive a yellow form that confi rms the subject selections for next year. Please sign and return this 
form as soon as possible. 

REWARDS DAY 
On Wednesday, during Week 10, the ten students with the most faction points along with another ten students 
with the lowest number of referrals AND the highest percentage of attendance will be rewarded with a free 
sausage sizzle and drinks voucher. A photo of the rewards day will be posted in our next newsletter in Term 4. 

FACTION POINT REWARDS 
As of Wednesday 16th September 2021 the faction points for Year 9 were:

Rossiter 1204 with an average of 17.35/person (40 students)

Flinders 964 with an average of 14.68/person (47 students) 

Eyre 1231 with an average of 19.03/person (34 students) Eyre 1231 with an average of 19.03/person (34 students) 

Dempster 1111 with an average of 13.44/person (41 students) 

Congratulations to Eyre with the highest average points per student. Eyre will receive a reward next week for 
their efforts. 

JEWELLERY
Our Year 9s have been busy learning about resin in their jewellery lessons. While crafting their double sterling 
silver rings, they acquired skills in the silver soldering process as well. 

Joe Bezuidenhout - Year 9 Coordinator

L to R: Jessica Edwards and Kyra Grkinic

Year 10 Coordinator

SCHOOL VISITS
At the end of Week 5 we were lucky enough to have the Australian Defence Force come talk to the Year 10 and 
11 students about careers in the ADF and how they can even get a trade or degree with them. In the same week, 
the top Year 10 students also had a presentation from Tom Mitchell about looking at career options and how to 
decide and also how to manage yourself and keep your head 'in the game'.



OLNA (ONLINE LITERACY AND NUMERACY ASSESSMENT)
The second round of OLNA happened this term and results will become available some time next term. It is 
now a requirement of secondary graduation (WACE) that students pass each component by the end of Year 12. 
Students who don’t pass OLNA this year will have another two opportunities in Year 11 and two opportunities 
in Year 12. 

UPPER SCHOOL SELECTIONS 
Thank you to all the parents and carers for making the time to attend meetings at school, or virtually, during 
Week 7 and 8 to discuss Upper School selections. By the end of this term, all students should have completed 
a meeting and selected what they want to do for next year. Early next term we hope to have the “grid” sorted 
so we can advise of any subject clashes. During Term 4, there will also be some preparation day(s) for students 
going into school based certifi cate courses and the ATAR pathway. 

If you have any concerns or issues regarding your child’s schooling, please contact me on my new number 
9071 9590 or by emailing Samantha.higgins2@education.wa.edu.au.

Sam Higgins - Year 10 Coordinator

Year 11 Coordinator

The voting to decide on the preferred design for the next years Leavers jackets has been completed. Thank you 
to the students who submitted designs – Sam J, Brechto, Lucia, Jack, Cassie, Kim, Cherry, Montana, Tayla and  
Pippin – and congratulations to Cassie Libo-on whose design received the most votes. A sample pack will be 
sent to the school at the start of next term so that students can select the appropriate size. I would suggest that 
it is better to err on the side of getting a jacket that is slightly larger than anticipated – students don’t tend to 
get any smaller in Year 12, and the jackets are often worn in winter with an extra layer of clothing underneath. 

As the term draws to a close, ATAR students should be getting into their exam preparation mode. The students 
have been reminded that many of them had noted after their Semester One exams that they hadn’t given 
themselves enough revision and study time – hopefully they’ll do a better job this time. 

This week I explained to the Year 11s the structures that have been put in place for them in the run up to the 
end of the year.  As you can see in the table below there are different programs in place depending on which 
pathway a student is in.

      

*ATAR students should note that while they will commence their Year 12 course work in their ATAR subjects 
during  Week 4, they will continue in their general classes (eg. Outdoor Education) through until the end of the 
Week 6 (November 19th).

Term 4

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 & 5 Week 6 Week 7

ATAR Pupil Free
 Day 
Friday 15th 
October

Exams start 
on Thursday 
21st October

Exams fi nish 
on Friday 
29th October

Start Year 12 
curriculum* on 
Monday 4th 
November

Year 11 prizes 
Thursday 18th 
November

Finish school at the 
end of Week 7 (26th 
November)

VET
Continue / complete Year 11 work

Year 11 Prizes 
Thursday 18th 
November
Finishes school at 
the end of Week 
6 (19th November)



All students are reminded that satisfactory progress towards obtaining the West Australian Certifi cate of 
Education (WACE) needs to be made by the end of this year before students are able to move into Year 12 in 
2022. In particular, students need to be mindful of how many “C” grades they are on track to achieve this year, 
and whether or not they have passed an ATAR subject in Year 11 that they wish to continue on with in year 12. 
At the beginning of the Semester, I sent home letters to the parents/carers of 18 students who I felt may have 
been at risk of not meeting these requirements. Thank you to those students who have been to see me about 
their situation.

As mentioned previously, this year the school is running the Year 11 Prize Ceremony as a separate event (from 
the Upper School Prize Night/Graduation). The Year 11 ceremony will take place in the school gymnasium on the 
afternoon of Thursday, November 18th. More details will follow next term.

Finally,  at this point in time, due to various other constraints (e.g. school holidays, Easter, Civic Centre availability, 
local Basketball Grand Finals, Mother’s Day, ANZAC Day long weekend etc.) the preferred date for the 2022 
School Ball is Saturday, March 19th. This is at the end of Week 7, which will mean a very tight timeframe for 
planning and organising the event. Please let me know as soon as possible if you have any thoughts on the 
matter.

Amanda Moeauri - Year 11 Coordinator

Year 12 Coordinator

INFORMATION FOR THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR
As the year draws to a close, I am hoping that everyone has completed their Jumbunna profi le and their School 
Reference paperwork. Students will also need to return any school equipment before their Clearance Form can 
be completed.

EXAMS
Individual timetables for the school based Semester 2 exams have been distributed to the ATAR students. Please 
note that these exams commence on Monday, October 4th (during the second week of the holidays) - not 
Tuesday, October 5th as previously advertised.

As well, ATAR students should be aware that they can download their personalised exam timetables for both the 
WACE written exams and the WACE practical exams by going to http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/. 

Students, and parents/carers, should note that information has come through from the School Curriculum and 
Standards Authority (SCSA – the organisation that runs the exams) as to the process they will use should the 
arrangements for the exams need to be modifi ed (eg. due to COVID). This information was sent out in a Connect 
notice last week. Please contact me if you need assistance with this matter.

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 3

10 September 20 – September 24 Exit Week

10 Thursday, September 23 Farewell Assembly (in the school gymnasium)

10 Thursday, September 23 VET students last day (if you have fi nished your courses)

10 Friday, September 24 Farewell BBQ

HOLIDAYS

September 25 – October 3; WACE Practical exams (PE Studies) - TBC

Monday, October 4 Semester 2 ATAR Exams start

TERM 4

1 Tuesday, October 12 Semester 2 ATAR Exams fi nish

2 Wednesday, October 20 Last day for ATAR students to attend

4 Monday, November 1 WACE Written exams start

6 Friday, November19 WACE Written exams fi nish

7 Wednesday, November 24 Year 12 Prize Night & Supper, Civic Centre



PRIZE NIGHT
The Year 12 Prize Night Ceremony will take place at the Civic Centre on Wednesday, November 24th. Students 
need to assemble in the Reception Room from 5:30pm for a 6:00pm start. Dress for the event is “smart”. We 
endeavour to complete the ceremony in ninety minutes. It will be assumed that students WILL BE ATTENDING 
unless they specifi cally contact the front offi ce to say that they WILL NOT BE COMING. This needs to be done 
before 3:00pm. on Monday, November 22. This measure is specifi cally designed to avoid the embarrassment that 
occurs when a special guest attends to present an award, but the student does not. Students who do not attend 
will be able to collect their portfolio etc. from the school’s front offi ce after 1:00pm on Thursday, November 25th.

The Prize Night Ceremony will be followed by an informal gathering in the Reception Room. Parents who are 
interested in organising this event should contact me ASAP so that we can start planning. Parents/carers should 
note that due to Occupational Health and Safety restrictions we can only have a limited number of people in the 
venue. As a result, each Year 12 student can only bring a maximum of two other people with them.

In closing, I would like to thank you for your support in getting your children through to the end of their secondary 
education. I have particularly enjoyed these last three years as their year coordinator, and I wish the students all 
the best for their futures.

Geoff Poole - Youth Education Offi cer (YEO) and Year 12 Coordinator
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Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
In light of the recent tragedies in our community, please find attached some resources and 
suggested strategies that may help in supporting yourself, your family and our community across 
the school holidays. 
 
Common signs of Grief and Shock  
Common grief and shock reactions involve disbelief, anger, extreme sadness, intrusive thoughts, 
guilt, worry and difficulty concentrating.   This can often result in reduced sleep and a tendency 
to avoid situations that are upsetting.  It is important to try and maintain your regular routine, as 
much as possible.  It can be helpful to normalise these intense reactions and to view them as a 
form of respect for the person who has died.   
 
The way that grief is experienced has been described as coming in waves (sometimes a small 
trickle and other times a king wave that dumps you).  These waves can sometimes be predicted, 
but other times are unexpected and can be very unsettling.   Some strategies on how to help 
your teenager incorporate this grief into their identity are suggested below.   
 
How to support young people who are distressed 
Psychological first aid is a common approach used to support people who are distressed.  The 
five steps are to: 

1.  Ensure safety  
2. Keep Calm  
3. Connect with others  
4. Encourage self-efficacy and  
5. Instill hope.  

More information is provided at this link. Psychological-First-Aid-for-young-people-tipcard.pdf 
(d2p3kdr0nr4o3z.cloudfront.net) 
 
Maintaining well-being and recovering from grief and shock 

• Where possible try to maintain healthy habits, but start with small achievable goals.   
• Try to support a balanced diet, as well as regular exercise, and participation in enjoyable 

activities.  
• Try to encourage regular sleep routines.  People aged between 12 and 18 years old on 

average need an optimum of eight to ten hours sleep, this can vary with some people 
needing just seven and some needing eleven.   Where possible try to help your teenager 
self-assess their need for sleep and encourage good habits.  Some strategies are 
available through this link Sleep and teenagers: 12-18 years | Raising Children Network 

• As a family it may be helpful to plan some random acts of kindness to help our 
community to recover.  Some ideas are available here Random Acts of Kindness | 
Kindness Ideas   

mailto:esperance.shs@education.wa.edu.au
https://d2p3kdr0nr4o3z.cloudfront.net/content/uploads/2021/04/27094352/Psychological-First-Aid-for-young-people-tipcard.pdf
https://d2p3kdr0nr4o3z.cloudfront.net/content/uploads/2021/04/27094352/Psychological-First-Aid-for-young-people-tipcard.pdf
https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/healthy-lifestyle/sleep/sleep-teens
https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/kindness-ideas
https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/kindness-ideas
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Holiday activities: 
Some suggested activities, this is not a full list of activities available. It may also be helpful to 
organise informal sport games, schedule some enjoyable events, such as camping trips, bike 
rides, picnics etc. to encourage participation in active coping strategies.  

• Salty Fit youth training Youth sessions, TNT fitness and Bay of Isles Leisure centre have 
youth rates.  

• Yoga sessions are available through Twilight Yoga  
• Cannery arts Kickarts sessions a range of sessions available (registration required) 

-Kickarts | Cannery Arts Centre 
• Museum Village markets on the 26th of September and the Growers market on the 2nd of 

October 
• Headspace groups, please ensure you make contact prior to attending via   

headspace.e@hopecs.org.au or call on 9034 5160 

- Mindfulness and Art Therapy on Tuesday 3.30-5.00 
- LGBTQIA+ drop in group on Wednesday 3.30-5.00  
- Social Group on Thursday 3.30-5.00 

• Tor Youth Shed (Saturday nights Corner of Milner and Pink Lake Road) 

 
 
Coping strategies: 
• Help your teenagers to manage and tolerate unpleasant thoughts and emotions.    This 

video describes how to integrate upsetting or intrusive thoughts and feelings into everyday 
life.   Being with all of your experiences - YouTube 

• Practice strategies together than can help promote calm such as slowing and deepening 
their breaths.  This can help to reverse the human physiological distress response. This video 
is a visual guide to slow your breathing, breathe in while the shapes expand, and out while 
they decrease in size. Triangle breathing, 1 minute - YouTube 

• One final video to help explain how we look after our well-being. Thoughts from Andy | 
Self-care in a crisis - YouTube 

Useful Apps to maintain wellbeing are: 
• MindShift™ CBT - Anxiety Canada 
• Mentemia on the App Store (apple.com) 
• Headspace: Meditation & Sleep on the App Store (apple.com) 

Additional adolescent wellbeing resources: 
• Brainstorm - Dr. Dan Siegel (drdansiegel.com) 
• Your Life Your Way – Thriving adolescent 

  

mailto:esperance.shs@education.wa.edu.au
https://www.canneryartscentre.com.au/kickarts
mailto:headspace.e@hopecs.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jaNAwy3XsfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9Q8D6n-3qw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mmjr15l-j8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mmjr15l-j8s
https://www.anxietycanada.com/resources/mindshift-cbt/
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/mentemia/id1462692772
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/headspace-meditation-techniques/id493145008
https://drdansiegel.com/book/brainstorm/
https://www.thrivingadolescent.com/product/your-life-your-way/
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Accessing support  
For increasing concerns for young people across the holidays additional support may be 
required.  Some employers in town provide free access for families to counselling through their 
Employee Assistance Providers (EAP).  Appointments can also be made with your general 
practitioner for your teen to access counselling through a Mental Health Plan.  
 
Parenting Support for advice on how to support your teenager: 

• Parenting Connection WA goldfieldsesperance.pcwa@anglicare.org.au 9068 1821 
• Family Relationship Advice Line 1800 050 321  
• Ngala Helpline 1800 111 546 
• eHeadspace www.eheadspace.org.au  or 1800 650 890 
• Beyond Blue Youth www.youthbeyond.blue.com  22 4636 
• Esperance Youth Service- Escare (11-18 years old) 0408 542 887 or 1800 030 701 
• Family Relationship Counselling – Centre care 9083 2600  
• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service 9071 1044, access is best facilitated via a GP.  

For urgent mental health support please call 1800 048 636 for a brief assessment of mental 
health risk, or Lifeline on 13 11 14.  Alternatively, you can present to Esperance Hospital if you, or 
the person you are supporting is in crisis.  
 
Esperance Senior High School 

mailto:esperance.shs@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:goldfieldsesperance.pcwa@anglicare.org.au
http://www.eheadspace.org.au/
http://www.youthbeyond.blue.com/
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