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to remember
Tuesday 14th February
P&C meeting - 7pm in staffroom
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Information on Connect in Library at 6pm
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Year 7/8 Parent tour/lunch. Leaving at 12
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Guest speaker - Kayelene Kerr
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Week 3, Term 1
WELCOME TO THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR
We welcome everyone ‘back to school’ for the 2017 school year.
A particular welcome is given to our new students and parents/
carers this year, including our year 7 students who have just
commenced their secondary school studies and are settling well
into the Junior Campus.
WELCOME TO NEW STAFF
Listed below are our new staff and a number of staff returning to
the high school from leave.
Mr Danny Smyth - Mathematics and Health and Physical Education
Miss Georgia Grant - Mathematics (ex-student of ESHS who was
appointed in term four last year)
Ms Laura Crothers - English, returning from maternity leave
Mr Chris Dornan - HaSS (Humanities and Social Sciences),
returning from Kalumburu
Miss Renee Passell - HaSS, returning from teaching in New South
Wales.
We also welcome the following staff back from leave last year:
Mr Neville Clifton (Deputy Principal); Mr Rob Durdin (Agriculture);
Mr Brad Oversby (Head of the Arts); Ms Alison Gibbs (Follow
the Dream Coordinator); Mr Daniel Seinor (Head of Technology
and Enterprise); Mrs Cara Gurney, Mr Scott Fisher and Mr Paul
Jefferies (Science); Ms Sandy Palmer and Mr Craig Snow (Health
and Physical Education). Mrs Laeticia Muller will also be returning
later this year; until then, Mrs Lisa Bell will be teaching in the
science department. Welcome back everyone!
NEW SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
We are delighted to welcome Mrs Christine Blair to the position
of school chaplain. Chris has previously worked at this school as
a Business Education teacher, then at both Castletown Primary
School and Esperance Primary School. She is highly experienced
in education and in the chaplaincy role, having also worked as
a chaplain at Esperance Primary School, Castletown Primary
School and Condingup Primary School.
Chris retired from her teaching role in the middle of last year
and is now fulfilling her love of chaplaincy, being at Esperance
Senior High School on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, and at
Esperance Primary School on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Parents/carers are encouraged to contact Chris for support in any areas of concern that you may have
for your children. See Chris’ introduction below:
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Hi, my name is Chris Blair and I am your Chaplain for 2017. I will be at the
school on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. I am excited about my new role at
Esperance Senior High School and look forward to catching up with everyone
in our school community.
Just a bit about myself. I have been a chaplain for four years at Esperance
Primary School and have taught at primary school level for the last 14 years.
Before that, I taught here at Esperance Senior High School for 14 years. I love
living in Esperance and I enjoy the lifestyle. I enjoy walking and can often be
seen walking with my dog, Ry, and my husband, Peter. Over the next couple
of weeks, I will be walking around during recess and lunch, so students, if you
see me, come and say hi. I am looking forward to getting to know you all. If
you are not sure where my office is, it is opposite the canteen. Thank you to all
those people who have already made me feel welcome. I am looking forward
to a wonderful year.
To make an appointment with Chris, please ring the front office on 9071 9555.
Other pastoral care staff whom parents may wish to contact for support are listed in the Student Services
Team overview document towards the end of this newsletter.
WELCOME TO THE NEW SCHOOL CANTEEN MANAGER
Welcome to Mrs Helen Clayton who has taken on the role of Canteen Manager at the high school.
We are delighted to have Helen on board. With her extensive experience in Kalgoorlie schools as an
Education Assistant and in the hospitality field, Helen will be a great asset to this position.
If you would like to volunteer some assistance in the canteen at any time, whether for two hours or for
a day, please ring Helen in the Canteen on 9071 9516. We appreciate any support you are able to give.
YEAR 12 BEAZLEY MEDAL WINNER
Congratulations to Vocational Education and Training (VET) Automotive student, Tate Bertola, for his
outstanding achievement in winning the VET Beazley Medal last year, placing Tate as the top VET
student in Western Australia in 2016.
This is an incredible achievement and reflects the huge commitment Tate gave to his VET studies during
years 11 and 12. Tate is highly deserving of this award, given his outstanding work ethic, his consistent
high standard of work, and high determination and perseverance in setting
and achieving his goals. Congratulations, Tate, on such an amazing
achievement!
I also wish to acknowledge Tate’s Automotive teacher, Mr Keith Fitzpatrick,
for the outstanding commitment he gives to his Automotive students.
Similarly, huge acknowledgement is given to all Tate’s teachers; his
TAFE lecturer, Mr Hammond Chitate from South Regional TAFE for
the Automotive Certificate II course; his work placement at Chris Perks
Auto Electrics and Air; and VET teacher
in charge, Mrs Cynnamon Harper, for
the continual support she provides to
those VET students nominated by their
Tate with his Beazley medal at the
teachers for the School Curriculum media presentations in Kings Park
and Standards Authority’s Year 12 VET
awards. A collective effort indeed from
Tate himself, and from teachers; lecturers, family and local businesses in
town, a combination that can lead to excellent pathways of success for
Tate with his proud parents, Tiffany and students’ future careers and employment aspirations.
Danny

OUTSTANDING YEAR 12 RESULTS FROM 2016
There were many areas of excellence from our high achieving students last year, including those listed
below:
• WACE Achievement Rate (Secondary Graduation): 93%. (For similar socio-economic index (SEI)
schools: 87%. For Public Schools, i.e. Government State Schools: 91%)
• ATAR score gained (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank) or Certificate II achieved by students:
100%
• Attainment Rate achieved: For students with an ATAR greater than 55 or Certificate II or higher:
98% of students.
• Fourteen students ranked in the 90s for their ATAR score: Lucas Cary (99.15!), Nami Passeck,
Rhynhardt Prinsloo, Steven Russell, Kate Witham, Sophie Willsher, Nathan Wagenknecht, Estella
Starcevich, Hunter McGill, Isabelle Hill, Annie Flood, Mitchell Helenius, Shyanne Mack and Ashley
Blyth.
• Median ATAR score: 79.03
• Of the 16 ATAR subjects studied, seven were one or more standard deviations above the expected
mean based on expected performance determined by the SEI: Chemistry, Physics, Biology,
Mathematics Specialist, English, Human Biology and Physical Education Studies, (with Literature
and Visual Arts also exceeding expectations). The remaining subjects were within the expected
range of performance.
• Thirty-three students had their first or second best score in English, followed by Visual Arts,
Chemistry, Biology, Geography and Physics.
Overall, there were 12 Exhibition and Award winners from ESHS students in the School Curriculum and
Standards Authority’s Awards:
• VET Beazley Medalist, VET Exhibition Winner for top student (Automotive), and VET Certificate of
Excellence: Tate Bertola
• Subject Certificate of Excellence: Annie Flood (English)
• Other VET Certificates of Excellence: Abby Sanders-Andrews: Business; Kayla Biddulph: Community
Services
• Certificates of Distinction: Lucas Cary, Nami Passeck, Steven Russell and Kate Witham (based on
year 11 and 12 grades)
• Certificate of Merit: Rynhardt Prinsloo and Sophie Willsher (based on year 11 and 12 grades)
• Congratulations to Nami Passeck for gaining the Curtin Excellence Scholarship and to Niamh Moir
for receiving a Curtin Engineering Scholarship.
• Congratulations also to Mr Andy Maccan and his Biology students for being in the top 15 schools in
the State for this subject.
COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS/CARERS THROUGH THE NEWSLETTER
The school newsletter is emailed to parents/carers generally at the end of each fortnight during term
time. Information from the Year 7, 8 and 9 Coordinators are included in this newsletter as well; and the
Year 10,11 and 12 Coordinators’ newsletters will appear in the next newsletter. Four newsletters per
term will be sent out, with the Year Coordinators’ newsletters alternating each time. So please keep
your email addresses current and inform the school of any changes.
COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS/CARERS THROUGH CONNECT
This year the school is expanding on its use of the program, CONNECT, to communicate with parents
and carers. Connect is now the most significant way for teachers to introduce themselves to parents,
provide information on curriculum classes, outlines and assessment overviews, keep parents up to
date with children’s academic progress, and enable parents to see their children’s ongoing results.
Connect also enables teachers and parents to communicate via email. Teachers can use Notices in
Connect to communicate with parents and students and the Calendar section to advertise when an
assignment is due or an event happening. Parents should by now have received a covering letter by
mail, encouraging them to provide the school with their email address. As well, an Information Session
on Connect will be held in the Library on Wednesday, 15th February from 6:00pm, run by Mrs Hillary
Duffy, who will further explain the communication possibilities of the Connect program.

If you are unable to attend that session but still require some assistance in becoming familiar with
Connect, please contact Mrs Duffy on 9071 9620 and she will only be too happy to assist.
STUDENT HEALTH AND WELLBEING COMMITTEE - THE CHAT RESILIENCY COMMITTEE
This year the school will continue operating the CHAT Resiliency committee. CHAT stands for ‘Changing
Lives - Acting Together’ and aims to improve the resiliency skills of our students. Building Resiliency is
a theme that the school will approach in a variety of ways including:
• Information sheets on resiliency skills. You will find the flyer, ‘Teach your Kids to Shrug’, and the
SDERA Fact Sheet, for example, towards the end of this Newsletter.
• Presentations from guest speakers, for example, Kayelene Kerr (BA Justice Studies - Child Safety
and ex-student of ESHS) will present to some year groups at school on Thursday 23rd and Friday
24th February. Kayelene has presented to the Esperance Community and at ESHS before and
has a wealth of knowledge on the themes of protective behaviours, positive relationships, use and
misuse of social media, and the law. She is extremely skilled at communicating such information to
young people, and both the school and the Esperance Residential College are delighted to have
Kayelene back in town.
Student Resiliency Presentations

Year 7 and 8
On Friday 24th Feburary, Kayelene Kerr will be conducting Protective Behaviours sessions with the
year 7 and 8 students. The Protective Behaviours presentation provides children with strategies to keep
themselves safe and cope with situations that threaten their wellbeing such as bullying, child abuse and
domestic violence. This session aims to empower the individual with the right to feel safe and set out
ways in which the students can gain the appropriate help when they are not feeling safe. Each year/
gender will have a one hour and twenty minute session with Kayelene.
Year 12
On Thursday 23rd February, students will have a presentation by Kayelene on respectful relationships.
This presentation is designed to engage teenagers in activities and discussion about respectful
relationships and empower them with skills and strategies to identify unhealthy relationships, respond
to unsafe situations and seek help if required.
Information Evening with Kayelene Kerr for Parents/Carers: Wednesday 22nd February

Refer to the Escare flyer in this newsletter for details about when Kayelene will be presenting to parents
in Esperance. She is very worthwhile to listen to - for example, on topics like social media, cyber
bullying and practical strategies for keeping children safe in the online world. Kayelene is an outstanding
presenter and attendance is free - from 7-9pm at Lotteries House.
OLNA TESTING
Some year 10, 11 and 12 students will be sitting the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA)
from Tuesday 7th to Friday 24th March. Please refer to the letter towards the end of this newsletter on
OLNA from the School Curriculum and Standards Authority for further details. As OLNA (for reading,
writing and numeracy) is a requirement to achieve the Western Australian Certificate of Education
(WACE), it is important that students give their best effort when undertaking these assessments.
NATIONAL YOUTH SCIENCE FORUM - AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
During the summer break the school was fortunate to have three year 11 students attend Science
forums in Perth and Canberra: Claudia Hodges, Samantha Crisp and Jasmine Peucker. Claudia and
Sam have documented some of their experiences below.
In the January school holidays we attended separate sessions of the National Youth Science Forum
(NYSF); a 12 day camp designed for students entering year 12 who have a passion for science,
technology, engineering and maths (STEM). When you hear the phrase ‘science camp’ you’re
probably imagining dull camp food, boring lecturers and lots of awkward strangers, but NYSF is
the polar opposite. We were able to embrace Uni life, whilst staying in Burgmann College at the
Australian National University in Canberra.

Over the course of the two weeks we forged lifelong friendships with people from all over Australia,
New Zealand and Germany, and learned from leading scientists in lab visits and lectures. We were
captivated by ground-breaking research, intrigued by new areas in science and excited for future
career prospects in the STEM fields. NYSF was truly one of our best life experiences and we would
thoroughly recommend it to anyone with an interest in STEM. Applications for the 2018 sessions
open on the 1st March and close on the 31st May. If you have any questions, feel free to approach
us at school.
Sam Crisp and Claudia Hodges - Year 12

Working on experiments at the Science Forum

Attending the National Youth Science Forum

PARENTS AND CITIZENS (P&C)
P&C meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month during term times in the staffroom at the
high school, commencing at 7pm. We would be delighted to see new parents/carers join our meetings
so you can become more informed about what goes on at Espeance Senior High School. Current P&C
attendees may like to bring along a new parent at this evening’s P&C meeting, or the next P&C
meeting on Tuesday 14th March.
GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS
SECONDARY ASSISTANCE SCHEME

Parents or legal guardians holding a current Centrelink concession card may be eligible for financial
assistance for contributions, charges and clothing. In 2017, funding assistance will be $350. The
Clothing Allowance ($115) can be paid directly to the school or directly into the bank account of the
parent/guardian. If you choose to have the allowance paid to you, please bring your bank details with
you at the time of completing the form.
ABSTUDY SUPPLEMENT ALLOWANCE

The Abstudy Supplement Allowance is available to valid Centrelink or Veteran Affairs card holders and
supplements the Centrelink Abstudy Fees Allowance payment. This allowance is valued at $79 and is
paid directly to the school.
NOTE: All applications close on the last day of term 1 (Friday 7th April 2017) – no late applications
after this date will be accepted by the Government.
SCHOOL UNIFORM
The students have had a great start to the new school year. Thank you parents/carers and students for
supporting the school uniform. The students look terrific.
A few reminders:
• Short shorts, tights (unless worn under the school skirt or long pants), and 3/4 length sports pants
or similar to sports pants are not permitted.
• Black is the colour of school shorts or long pants - not grey or other colours. The only exception to
this is that School Farm students and VET industry studies students in Automotive, Building and
Construction and Metals Engineering wear blue work trousers with their yellow high vis shirts.
• To determine if shorts are an acceptable length, students need to be standing with their hands by
their sides and with palms flat and open. In that position, if the end of the middle finger cannot touch
the shorts, then the shorts are too short and won’t be accepted.

Any challenges to this method of determining a satisfactory length for the shorts need to be resolved by
contact with the principal. In a very few instances a different evaluation method of satisfactory length is
used, for example, for some tall girls with very long arms.
CONTRAVENTION OF THE SCHOOL UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS
Parents/carers need to be aware of the fact that if three out-of-school-uniform letters are sent home
within a ten week period, then the student will not be permitted to attend any extra-curricular events for
the next ten school weeks, starting from the date of the 3rd letter. (Note: this can mean events like the
School Ball, Country Week and sporting excursions will not be available to such students).
SCHOOL SUSPENSIONS
Parents/carers are also informed that, should any student be suspended, he or she will not be able
to attend any extra-curricular activity for the next 20 school weeks. So, in the case of Upper School
students, if they are suspended at any time this term, they would not be allowed to attend the School
Ball or Country Week this year. With both such events being the social and sporting highlights of the
year, it would be unfortunate if a student were unable to attend, just because he/she refused to comply
with the school uniform dress code or the school’s behaviour code.
ESHS WEBSITE - https://www.esperanceshs.wa.edu.au/forms
Parents may like to view the school’s website. It is a source of much information about the school and
includes forms that some students may require e.g. vehicle parking permission form, lunch pass, private
study request forms.
BUSHFIRE SEASON
Given that we are now in the summer bushfire season, despite the recent rains, parents need to know
that the school has a bushfire plan in place, ready to respond to a threatening bushfire, including via
school closure or evacuation. Any evacuation will be under the direction of the police and the bushfire
control officer. The three key muster points for the school are the quadrangle, the school gymnasium
and the town’s muster point at the Basketball Stadium.
To notify parents of any pending or actual school closures, the mobile phone SMS system is used.
This system is a key part of the school’s communication system during any emergencies, or to receive
information on student absences or special events, so please ensure your mobile phone number is
correct on our school records.
Please also notify the school (9071 9555) of any changes to your contact details as quick communication
in an emergency is vital. Also see the attached example at the end of this newsletter of a Bushfire letter
that you would receive if circumstances permit (for example, where students are at school when we are
notified of a school closure for the following day). On occasions we may be notified outside of school
hours.The use of SMS messaging and the local ABC radio also become a communications channel in
emergency bushfire situations. We appreciate your cooperation in such matters.
LIBRARY NEWS
Welcome to the start of 2017. The Library has a new web page. It can be accessed from the home
page of the school’s website (https://www.esperanceshs.wa.edu.au/). Students can access the page
from school and home. They can easily search the library resources that include fiction and non-fiction
books and Clickview videos. The “One Search” feature lets students expand their search from the library
resources to other sites on the Internet like the BBC. Students can log on to the page with their school
username and password. When logged on, they can also access additional features like reserving
books and writing book reviews.
Library Aims:
• Improve the literacy skills of students across the whole school through the promotion of reading as
the foundational skill for all other disciplines.
• Identifying texts to help students read more often, with more complex texts and more variety.
• A reading goal for every student.

HOW CAN YOU HELP WITH READING AT HOME?
• Encourage your child to read.
• Set small targets. Allocate ten minutes before bed to read (and to turn off all technology). Everyone
can find ten minutes.
• Read some young adult fiction yourself. You can discuss it with your child and offer suggestions as
to what to read next.
• Make sure your child has their Smart Rider card. Students need to present the card to borrow a
book at school. We give the students ALL of term one as a period of grace where they can borrow
books from the school library without their card! Year 7 students’ Smart Rider cards are sorted
during term one. Students need to visit Mrs Sharon Gaebler in the front office before school or at
recess time to have their photo taken for this card. A Smart Rider card costs $2.
OUTSTANDING ART WORK
Ex-year 12 student Owen Halliday’s art work was chosen last year for the year 12 Perspectives exhibition
at the WA Art Gallery and as the banner to promote the exhibition. Included here is Owen’s fantastic art
work and how it appears at the exhibition in the Gallery, which is still on show. Congratulations on such
a high level of excellence to both Owen and visual arts teacher, Mr Peter Henson.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
It is important that parents/carers consider the importance of consistency in student attendance, and
the importance of not taking students out of school during term times for holidays. Such absences can
impact greatly on a student’s overall achievement at school.
Refer to the attached flyer at the end of this newsletter on school attendance for further information on
this important message.
WHOLE SCHOOL MUSICAL PRODUCTION
This year English teacher, Mrs Liz Elliott and Head of the Arts Learning Area, Mr Brad Oversby, are
joining forces to undertake a whole school musical production, which will be presented at the Bijou
Theatre early in term 4.
If your children enjoy singing, dancing, acting, creating props or working behind the scenes to bring a
production to life, encourage them to become involved in what will be an exciting, creative and joyful
experience. Auditions will soon commence during lunch times so students need to listen to daily notices
or see Mrs Elliott or Mr Oversby for further details.

Student Services Team
The following Student Services Team works with students to help
them achieve their personal best.
STUDENT SERVICES
COORDINATOR
Mr Gareth Postans
The Student Services Coordinator
leads the Student Services team and
runs special programs to help student
learning, behaviour and wellbeing.
Support is given to those experiencing
friendship or behavioural issues, and
rewards are distributed for positive
behaviour. The coordinator also
oversees the school’s behaviour
management program, including the
time out room, after-school detention
system and suspensions from school.
STUDENT SUPPORT OFFICERS
Miss Mia Zivillica, Miss Allira
MacKean
The Student Support Officers help
motivate students to do their best
inside and outside the classroom.
They help students to resolve conflict
and develop resiliency and other
life skills. Students are encouraged
to stay focused and achieve their
learning and personal goals.
ATTENDANCE OFFICER
Mrs Julie Hawke
The Attendance Officer works with
students to ensure they are attending
school on a regular basis. Parents/
carers are also supported when
issues arise that impact on their
child’s attendance.
SCHOOL NURSE
Mrs Heather Campbell
The school nurse is a Community
Health nurse based at ESHS to
provide support to students, staff
and their families. The nurse’s duties
include health education, health
promotion, referrals to other agencies,
conducting the immunisation program,
and assisting with the development of
Health Care plans.
CHAPLAIN
Mrs Christine Blair
The school chaplain provides support
for students and their families by
helping them when issues arise, being
an advocate, working with students
in and out of class, and helping to
develop resilience and positive self
esteem in young people.

ESHS:

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST
Mrs Kathryn Kirchner
The school psychologists help meet
the social, emotional, learning and
behavioural needs of students.
Their role includes liaising with
parents/carers and staff; providing
evidence based assessments and
interventions in areas of mental
health and wellbeing; undertaking
behavioural risk management; and
supporting students with specific
learning challenges and special
needs.
YOUTH EDUCATION OFFICER
Mr Geoff Poole
The Youth Education Officer is
responsible for the following areas:
• Developing and supporting the
school’s Career Development
program.
• Organising career counselling.
• Providing assistance for students
and parents who need to explore
school courses and career
options.
• Coordinating the leadership camp
for the Student Council.
• Liaising
with
the
Student
Council about their projects.
• Assisting with student placements
e.g. on the STS Leeuwin, Rotary
Exchange etc.
• Coordinating, with the assistance
of the Year 12 Coordinator and
others, events such as the school
ball, graduation night, lower
school presentation assembly, for
example.
YEAR COORDINATORS
Mr Peter Turner (yr 12)
Mr Geoff Poole (yr 11)
Mr Brett Landers (yr 10)
Mrs Lydia Redpath (yr 9)
Miss Jodie Falconbridge (yr 8)
Mr Beau Scanlon (yr 7)
The year coordinators provide
pastoral care to their year group.
Some examples of this are listed
below.
• Ensure students feel safe and
know that they are supported if
they need any help.
• Help students develop life skills
and guide them through any
academic, behavioural, social
and emotional difficulties.
• Provide parental contact as

•
•
•
•

•
•

required.
Organise and implement reward
activities and special excursions.
Award mini merits for target
behaviour achievement.
Help design individual education
and behavioural plans.
Organise interim reports for
individual students on parent
request.
Counsel students for subject
selection and course changes.
Assist students with study tips
and in identifying post-schooling
pathway options and future
careers.

ABORIGINAL EDUCATION
COORDINATOR
Mrs Sarah Day
The Coordinator leads the Aboriginal
Education department and oversees
the academic progress and wellbeing
of Aboriginal students, to help them
achieve their personal best. Support
is also given to school staff for specific
students and for the implementation
of the Aboriginal Cultural Standards
Framework.
ABORIGINAL AND ISLANDER
EDUCATION OFFICERS (AIEO)
Ms Annette Hanson and
Ms Sharon Moir
The AIEOs work under the direction of
the Aboriginal Education Coordinator,
providing support to the Aboriginal
students in and out of the classroom,
to help them achieve their goals. A
key role for the AIEOs is to liaise with
parents/carers about their children’s
education.
CLONTARF ACADEMY
Mr Glen Symonds, Mr Ray Davis,
Mr Nathan Bonney
Clontarf staff support Aboriginal boys
to attend school regularly, develop life
skills, achieve secondary graduation
and pursue career options.
LEADERSHIP SUPPORT
PROGRAM
Miss Kirby Smith and
Miss Mia Zivillica
The Leadership Support program
assists girls in year 8 and 9 to gain
confidence at school and take on
leadeship roles in the community.

A strong community , creating opportunities for personal excellence
Phone: 9071 9555

Website address:www.esperanceshs.wa.edu.au

The multitude of good news stories and positive achievements of many young people often go
unreported while media drive messages about poor choices made by the minority. As 2016 draws to
a close, it is important to acknowledge all the young people in our school who are working hard to
improve health and safety outcomes for themselves and others.
Statistics from the most recent Australian School Students Alcohol and Drug Survey (ASSAD) 2014
reflects this. In fact, the number of young people in our community making responsible decisions
about their health and wellbeing is increasing in relation to drug use. This survey of young people
across Australia aged 12‐17 years shows:
 80.5% have never smoked
 Drinking is the lowest in three decades with 31.5% reporting that they had never consumed
alcohol – a significant increase from 9.0% in the 1984 survey
 The proportion of students reporting drinking in the past year approximately halved (79.7%
in 1984 to 44.3% in 2014)
 Around one in five (19.2%) reporting ever trying cannabis, a significant decline from two in
five (40.2%) in 1996

ESHS supports students to value their health and wellbeing through a whole school approach
(CHAT). The school has a vast array of offerings providing appropriate classroom teaching and
learning, a school network of supportive people, extra‐curricular activities as well as connecting with
parents/carers and the wider Esperance community as partners in education and health outcomes.

We offer a comprehensive suite of courses for your staff.
We offer a comprehensive suite of courses for your staff.

CYBER SAFETY
Workshop
This workshop has been designed to help parents and carers teach their
children how to safely navigate the digital world.
Facilitated by WA Child Safety Services’ Cyber Safety Specialist

Kayelene Kerr Dip(PublicSaf), AdvDip(PublicSaf), BA(Just)
We invite you to participate in this workshop to hear up to date
information and learn practical strategies for keeping children safe
in the rapidly changing online world.

DATE

Wednesday 22 February

TIME 7pm to 9pm

VENUE

Lotteries House Conference Room

ADDRESS

Lot 3 Forrest St, Esperance

TO BOOK

Contact Escare on 9071 3110

This free workshop is brought to you by ESCARE

WA Child Safety Services is a service arm of Caring Communities Inc.
wachildsafetyservices.com 1300 310 083

Our Ref:

EX1915/07

2016/62228

Dear parent/carer
I am writing to provide information about the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment
(OLNA). I will explain its purpose and what it means for your child.
In 13 years of compulsory schooling we expect young people to have developed the
literacy and numeracy skills required for the next phase of their life. We believe this is very
important, which is why it is a requirement for students to demonstrate a minimum standard
of literacy and numeracy to be eligible to achieve the Western Australian Certificate of
Education (WACE).
This standard reflects the skills that are described in Level 3 of the nationally accredited
Australian Core Skills Framework.
This standard can be demonstrated in two ways:
 performance in the Year 9 National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN), or
 performance in the OLNA.
If students achieve Band 8 or higher in their Year 9 NAPLAN reading, writing or numeracy
tests they are not required to sit the corresponding components of the OLNA. While
NAPLAN and WACE achievement are independent, research has shown that students who
achieve Band 8 in Year 9 NAPLAN are working at or above the minimum standard required
for the WACE. They are, therefore, not required to again demonstrate their skills in the
corresponding component through the OLNA.
Students who need to demonstrate the minimum standard in reading, writing and/or
numeracy are scheduled by their school to sit the required components of the OLNA each
March and September from Year 10. This gives students up to six opportunities before the
end of Year 12 to demonstrate the required skills in each component. Once a student has
demonstrated the required skills in a component they are not required to sit that component
again.
As its name indicates, the OLNA is an online test. The reading and numeracy components
each comprise 45 multiple‐choice questions and students have 50 minutes to complete
each component. The writing component is a typed response of up to 600 words. Students
have 60 minutes to complete this component.
If your child did not achieve at least Band 8 in all three tests in Year 9 NAPLAN, I would
encourage you to read the OLNA Information for parents/carers brochure, which is
available online at http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/olna. While you are
on the website, I would also encourage you to look at other available information.

303 Sevenoaks St CANNINGTON WA 6107
PO Box 816 CANNINGTON 6987
Telephone (08) 9273 6300
info@scsa.wa.edu.au www.scsa.wa.edu.au
ABN:51367968690
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Schools are expected to provide students with access to the OLNA Practice tests and/or
the OLNA Example tests. Students can use the Practice tests to familiarise themselves with
the assessment format and website functionality. The Example tests provide students,
teachers and parents/carers with a complete test that is indicative of the difficulty and the
diversity of skills assessed. There is an Example test for each of the reading, writing and
numeracy components. It includes a set of 45 multiple-choice questions for reading; a set
of 45 multiple-choice questions for numeracy and one writing prompt. Users have 50
minutes to complete the reading and numeracy components and 60 minutes to complete
the writing component.
After each OLNA round, the Authority provides schools with individual feedback on each
student’s performance. Schools can use these reports to structure student learning to assist
them in developing the skills they need to demonstrate the required standard. Significantly,
those students at risk of not achieving the minimum standard of literacy and numeracy are
identified through their performance in the OLNA. For these students, schools can deliver
Foundation courses, which have been specifically developed to improve literacy and
numeracy standards. There is also an interim report schools can use to keep parents/carers
informed of their child’s progress.
The Authority reports on student performance at the end of Year 12 through the Western
Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA). If a student has demonstrated all
of the WACE requirements, the student will also receive a WACE. More information about
the WACE requirements is available on the Authority website at http://seniorsecondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/the-wace/wace-requirements. Students who do not manage to
demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standard by the end of Year 12 will be able to ‘bank’
their other achievements whilst they continue to work towards achieving their WACE. The
WACE can be achieved over a lifetime.
If you have any further questions I encourage you to speak with your school. Schools are
best placed to advise you on your child’s learning development. If you have specific
questions about the OLNA and cannot find the answer on our website, please email us at
olna@scsa.wa.edu.au.
Yours sincerely

ALLAN BLAGAICH
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
30 November 2016

Dear Parents/Carers
Re: Responding to a Bushfire Threat
With the bushfire season upon us, it is important that parents/carers are aware of the processes in place to
ensure the safety of the students and staff at Esperance Senior High School.

In the instance of a bushfire threatening the school, the Department of Education’s Deputy Director
General, Schools may direct the school to close for the safety of students and staff. If the school receives
such a direction, you will be informed of the planned closure by a letter sent home with your child, by email
or by the SMS messaging system. Our school website and telephone answering service will also inform
parents of this situation.

Parents will also be advised of the confirmation of closure, or its reversal, on the local ABC radio station.
In such a scenario, it is anticipated that the school would only be required to close for a single day, but this
will depend on the weather and bushfire conditions. You will receive an SMS to advise you when the school
would reopen.

You can also monitor the local media for current information about fire danger ratings and notification of
the school reopening. Staying tuned to ABC Local Radio (837) in your locality is advisable. You can also
check with the Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) on 1300 657 209 or
http://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/alerts/Pages/default.aspx . Alternatively, you can call the Esperance Regional
Education Office on 9071 9100. If any of the options listed above for finding out when to send your child
back to school will prove problematic, please discuss this matter with the school prior to a bushfire threat
developing so that we can determine the best way to contact you during a bushfire emergency situation.
Please contact the school on 9071 9555 if you have any questions about the procedures the school will set
in place during any planned closures during the bushfire season.

Thank you.

Cathy Bamblett
Principal
10 February 2017

Developing the habit of going to school every
day is vitally important so your child does not
miss out on important ideas and skills they
need for future learning.
That is why we strongly encourage you not
to go on family holidays during school time.

Why is going to school regularly so
important?
At school, many concepts are taught in a
sequence. Missing school means missing out
on learning – which can often make it difficult to
catch up later. This is particularly important in
the early years when essential foundation skills
are being taught.

What can you do?

Going to school every day helps children learn the
important life skill of ‘showing up’ – at school, at
work, to sport and other commitments.

While it can be tempting to take advantage of
discount offers for accommodation and flights,
we strongly encourage you to organise holidays
during school holiday periods to make sure your
child doesn’t miss out on school.

Research from the Western Australian Telethon
Kids Institute shows that every day at school counts
towards a student’s learning. Students who attend
more, generally do better at school and in life.

Please contact the year coordinator if you have
been considering taking a holiday during the
school term. We will be able to tell you what
learning your child would be missing out on.

The School Education Act 1999 does not allow
principals to give permission for families to take
holidays during the school term. As students are
required to attend school every day, time off for
holidays is recorded as an absence.

• Extending school holidays by one week each
year is the equivalent of your child missing a
whole year and 1.5 terms of school.

Your child’s Year Coordinator on (08) 90719555

• [insert ESHS stat here

Hello to all year 7 parents. My name is Beau Scanlon and I am the Year 7 Coordinator at the high school this
year.
The Year 7 students are settling in well to their new school. They have managed to find classes, deal with new lunch and recess
times, adapt to new timetables, and continue to make new friends and learn new names. They are a wonderful year group, and
I’m looking forward to a very good year.
My role as the Year 7 Coordinator is to provide the students with pastoral care, and to assist students, parents and carers with
any concerns or queries they may have. If you wish to contact me at any time, you can find my details at the end of this
newsletter or on the school website. For the parents and carers who are new to the school, I would like to provide some
information about the school and how you can stay in contact with us.
School Website
Our school website is well worth a look if you haven’t already visited it. Announcements, information about events, teacher
contact details and newsletters are made available there. It is a good place to keep updated on events and information.
Connect
You should have received an email regarding Connect, your personal username and login for Connect. This allows you to follow
what your child is learning in class, receive notifications about upcoming events and review your child’s academic progress and
marks.
School Newsletters
School newsletters and year group newsletters are posted on the school website at regular intervals. This is the first year 7
newsletter of the year and helps to inform parents and carers of upcoming events and passing on important information.
Contacting Teachers
When your child comes to high school, trying to communicate with numerous teachers may seem a little daunting. I want to
assure you that at Esperance Senior High School we place high value on parent communication and encourage parents to stay in
contact with us. If you wish to contact any of your child’s teachers, you can either call the school or email the teachers directly.
Parent Tour of the School
A tour of the school will be conducted for parents and carers on Tuesday of week 4 and will be followed by a small lunch. This
will be a great opportunity for you to become acquainted with the school and to meet some of the staff. I will be attending the
lunch and certainly look forward to meeting those of you who can make it. The tour will take approximately an hour, followed by
lunch at 1pm.
Date and Time: Tuesday 21st February at 12pm
Where: Junior Campus Office
th
RSVP: By Friday, 17 February on 9071 9503.
Parent/Teacher Night
Due to our large number of students, and to better accommodate parents who have more than one student attending the high
th
school, our parent/teacher interviews will be spread out over two nights in term 1. The first will be held on Thursday 30 March,
rd
and the second will be on Monday 3 April. Details about these evenings and how to set up interviews will be sent home with
your child’s Progress Report at the end of Week 7. These nights are extremely valuable to establish contact with teachers and to
get a clear picture of your child’s progress early in the year.
Beau Scanlon
Year 7 Coordinator
Email: beau.scanlon@education.wa.edu.au

A big welcome back to all of the parents and carers who were with us last year, and welcome aboard to the parents
and carers whose children are new to Esperance Senior High School. My name is Jodie Falconbridge, and I’m the Year
8 Coordinator for 2017. I’m looking forward to working with you and your children throughout the year.
My role as the year 8 Coordinator is to provide the students with pastoral care, and to assist students, parents and
carers with any concerns or queries they may have. If you wish to contact me at any time, you can find my details at
the end of the newsletter or on the school website. I am very excited to be continuing in my role of providing support
and care to your children this year.
The year 8 students have had a wonderful start to the year and have settled right back into school life. Some of them
have migrated to the oval end of the Junior Campus during lunch and recess, which seems to be the area
traditionally reserved for the’ big year 8 kids’, and it’s a sign that they’ve officially become the ‘oldies’ of the Junior
Campus area. Some of the cohort, however, are still holding tight to their locations from last year, and it’s nice to see
the year 7 and year 8 students mingling across the green.
Parent Tour of the School
A tour of the school will be conducted for parents and carers on Tuesday 21st February, and will be followed by a
small lunch. This will be a great opportunity for you to have a look around the school and to meet some of the staff. I
will be attending the lunch and certainly look forward to seeing you there if you’re able to make it.
Date and Time: Tuesday 21st February at 12pm (lunch will follow at 1pm)
Where: Meet at the Junior Campus Office
RSVP: On or before Friday 17th February (call 9071 9503)
School Website
Our school website is well worth a look if you haven’t already visited it. It is a hub of information, is easy to navigate,
and it also looks sensational. Announcements, information about events, teacher contact details and newsletters are
made available there. It is a good place to pop in to keep updated on events and information.
School Newsletters
School newsletters and year group newsletters are posted on the school website and emailed to parents at regular
intervals. This is the first year 8 newsletter of the year, and as well as informing parents and carers of upcoming
events and passing on important information, I usually visit classes to catch up with the students and find out what
they’re doing in other areas of the school so I can add some photos and stories of the students’ learning journeys. I
will share some of these stories in my next Year Coordinator’s Newsletter.
Contacting Teachers
We are very keen for parents to keep in communication with the school and encourage you to stay in contact with
us. If you wish to contact any of your child’s teachers, you can either call the school or email the teachers directly.
The email addresses of teachers can be found on our school website.

Accessing Information about your Child’s Classes
Last year our school began using Connect as a means of allowing parents and students 24 hour access to information
about classes that students attend. As with any new initiative, it grows stronger with time, and this year, as most of
you are aware, parents and students can access Connect to look at Course Outlines and Assessment Outlines for
classes, and to view assessment results. Some teachers will also store course materials and resources on Connect so
students can access this online if they need to, and some teachers will use it as a means of passing on information to
parents and students.
Information about Connect and how you can register has been sent home. If you do not yet have access, please
contact Mrs Hillary Duffy in the library on 9071 9620. Also mark in your diary Wednesday, 15th February at 6.00pm in
the library, as Mrs Duffy will run an Information Session at that time on how to use Connect.
Parent/Teacher Night
Due to our large number of students, and to better accommodate parents who have more than one student
attending the high school, our parent/teacher interviews will be spread out over two nights in Term One. The first
will be held on Thursday 30th March, and the second will be on Monday 3rd April. Details about these evenings and
how to set up interviews will be sent home with your child’s Progress Report at the end of Week 7. These nights are
extremely valuable to establish contact with teachers and to get a clear picture of your child’s progress early in the
year.
Jodie Falconbridge
Year 8 Coordinator
Phone: 9071 9555
Email: jodie.falconbridge@education.wa.edu.au

Welcome back to all year 9 students and a special welcome to all new year 9 students and parents to
Esperance Senior High School. I am very pleased to continue to work with this year group and look forward
to what this year brings. For new students and parents, my role as Year 9 Coordinator is that I am here to
provide the students with pastoral care, and to assist students, parents and carers with any concerns or
queries they may have. If you wish to contact me at any time, you can find my details at the end of the
newsletter or on the school website.
Student Option Selections
In year 9 students no longer participate in tasters; rather, students have chosen their option subjects that
interest them the most. Students have up until week three to change any option they wish as long as class
numbers allow this change. If students wish to do so, please see Mr Clifton in the Junior Campus office.
Changes after week three will not be accepted.
Senior School Expectations
It has been fantastic to see students settling into life in the senior campus and becoming mature young
adults. Just a reminder, now that the year 9 cohort is up at the senior campus, the students are able to
bring their own sports equipment and access the basketball courts and Duffy oval during recess and lunch.
Contact through Connect
This year the school is keen to expand its communication with parents through the Connect program. You
should have already received information in the mail about how to register on Connect. If you are not sure
how to do that, or want more information about how to use Connect, you can contact Mrs Hillary Duffy in
the library on 9071 9620 or come along to the session on Connect that Mrs Duffy will present for parents
and carers on Wednesday, 15th February, starting at 6pm in the library.
Out and About
If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please don’t hesitate to get in touch on: 9071 9555
or email Lydia.redpath@education.wa.edu.au
Regards

Lydia Redpath
Year 9 Coordinator

