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Special dates 
to remember

Wednesday 22nd March
Year 8 immunisation

Year 7-10 photos

Thursday 23rd March
Year 11-12 photos

Friday 24th March
Lower School Progress reports 

emailed 

Tuesday 28th March
Upper School Progress reports 

emailed
Interschool Athletics Carnival

Thursday 30th March
Parent Night

Monday 3rd April
Parent Night

Friday 7th April
Athletics Carnival

Monday 10th - Friday 21st April
School Holidays

Monday 17th - Friday 28th April
Quiet Lion ANZAC Tour

Monday 24th April
School Development Day

Tuesday 25th April
Anzac Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 26th April
Term 2 commences for students

Saturday 6th May
Upper School Ball

Tuesday 9th - 19th May
Year 9 NAPLAN testing

Week 7, Term 1

SWIMMING CARNIVALS
The year 7 and 8 swimming carnival was held on Friday, 10th 
March. It was a great day with excellent student participation and 
motivating leadership from the Faction Captains. Well done to 
everyone involved and thank you to Ms Kerryn Phillips and staff 
who helped run such a great carnival. We were delighted to see 
parents and family members come along to the carnival also.

The results were:
Year 7 Year 8

Champion Girl Shelby Kennedy Asha Pope
Runner Up Hannah Lauritsen Elle Johnston

Champion Boy Jarvis MacDonald Oscar Griffi ths and 
Flynn Halliday

Runner Up Fletcher Riggs Aiden Mayfi eld

FACTION WINNERS
1st Eyre 511 points
2nd Rossiter 326 points
3rd Flinders 283 points
4th Dempster 226 points

L to R: Fletcher Riggs, Jarvis MacDonald, Aiden Mayfi eld, Hannah Lauritsen, 
Oscar Griffi ths, Shelby Kennedy, Flynn Halliday, Elle Johnston and Asha Pope   



NEW SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST
We are delighted to welcome Mrs Kathryn Kirchner to the position of school psychologist at Esperance 
Senior High School. Kathryn comes highly experienced in the fi eld of education, having formerly been 
a teacher at Our Lady Star of the Sea before changing careers, and will be a great asset to our school. 

Kathryn is a welcomed addition to the Student Services Team and will complement the pastoral care 
support offered by the school. 

Parents can contact Kathryn should they wish to make an appointment. Please note: When students 
in years 7, 8 and 9 request an appointment, Kathryn is required to contact parents/carers before the 
meeting commences. Students in years 10 to 12 are able to self refer without initial 
parent/carer contact. When teachers refer a student to Kathryn, parents/carers 
are contacted fi rst.

Kathryn’s Introduction:
Hi, I’m Kathryn Kirchner and I am your School Psychologist for 2017. It’s lovely to 
have been so warmly welcomed to Esperance Senior High School by students, 
staff and community alike. My family and I have lived in Esperance for 15 years 
and I have been a teacher at Our Lady Star of the Sea Primary School for the last 
11 years. I studied part time to qualify as a Psychologist and am really excited with 
my new role as ESHS School Psychologist, as it brings together my passion for 
people and for learning.  I will be at school Mondays – Wednesdays and on Fridays.  My offi ce can be 
found in the Student Services building.  

STUDENT COUNCILLORS 2017
Congratulations to the students recently elected onto the 2017 Student Council this year. This is an 
important leadership position in the school and we are delighted that these students are embracing 
leadership roles.

Next week the Councillors will be taking part in the Student Council Leadership Forum with Mr Poole, 
Mr Turner, Mr Postans, Mrs Tolman and Ms Phillips to enhance their leadership, team building and 
communication skills, and to plan some important events for 2017.

The updated Student Councillor list is printed below:-
Head Boy and Girl

Joe Quinlivan Caiti Staer

Aboriginal Student Councillors
Tom Callow Jesse Behsman 

YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11
Marissa Dattani Meg Baker Nahian Biswas Thane Barnes
Livinia Florisson Megan Kelman Casey Foster Arabella Lawrance
Eloise Lochowicz Taya Scholz Zoe Maccan Brydie Rose-Mellor

Mary Newton Whitney Thorne Anna Smith Sabastian Parker



YEAR 12 Prefects
Sam Ashby

Kerri-Ann Barlow
Chaiyya Cooper
Claudia Hodges

Jackson Marshall
Claire McIntyre
Jasmine Peucker

Joe Quinlivan
Rebecca Schutz
James Staunton

Faction Captains
Dempster Angus Barter and Matilda Ellett
Eyre Sofie Hawke and Kate Johnston
Flinders Tia Kuss and Jesse Rowe
Rossiter Brad Skinner and Caiti Staer

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
Students and staff supported International Women’s Day last Wednesday, with great commitment and 
enthusiasm.

Many teachers ran lessons around the theme, the awesome Library staff made displays and 
accommodated guest speakers, students and staff were treated to live music in the quadrangle, form 
teachers read out messages, and people bought clothes and made smoothies and muffi ns to raise 
funds to help the education of a young girl in Nepal.
 
Last week’s Free Dress Day raised just over $500 and the Skills for Work year 11 and 12 class raised 
just over $230, to reach the target of being able to sponsor the young girl from Nepal to go to high school 
for at least the whole of next year. 
(Renee Passell)
 
Well done to all students and staff involved, and a particular thank you to Renee Passell, Julie Hawke, 
Michelle de Lacy and the students involved for their organisation and participation.

WAGIN WOOLORAMA
The School Farm had a group of 11 students attend this year’s Wagin Woolorama show.  We travelled 
to Wagin on Thursday 9th March, the students set the sheep up in their pens on arrival and then we 
travelled to Narrogin Agricultural College to set up our dormitory and sleeping arrangements.    

It was an early start on the Friday as the students cared for and prepared the sheep from our new 
Suffolk Stud for showing. We had a lot of nervous students, with many attending their fi rst agricultural 
show. The farm staff were very pleased with their performance and the school achieved a third place in 
the Interschool Competition - no mean feat as the competition from the ‘big fi ve’ Agricultural Colleges 
was fi erce. 



Saturday saw the start of the Junior Judging competition. The students had to judge wool quality as well 
as judge livestock in the Merino and Poll Dorset section of the competition. Again, we had some anxious 
fi rst timers. The highlight from this day was when William Clements was announced as the second place 
getter for the Poll Dorset judging section. We had some students step up and take on extra responsibility 
by helping other studs with the showing of their animals. This provided a great experience for our 
students to further develop their skills. 
(Danny Pollard - Program Coordinator: Agriculture)
 
The Wagin Woolorama was a great success this year. Many thanks to the committed staff, Emily 
McDonald, Mick Harris and Danny Pollard, for all the hard work they put in to provide our students with 
the opportunity to attend this event.   

  
     

     

CLONTARF CARNIVAL
Last week the Clontarf South East Academy held a Clontarf basketball and football carnival for Northam 
Clontarf Academy, Great Southern Clontarf Academy, Goldfi elds Clontarf Academy, Katanning Clontarf 
Academy and Norseman District High School. 

The ESHS Clontarf students really enjoyed the opportunity to meet with and compete against other 
Aboriginal boys. 

The after-school community event was a huge success. To have families and the community engaging 
in this very positive fashion, showing how well we can all work together, is invaluable. 

Well done to all the girls’ football teams and umpires, Mr Hill and Mr Duffy, for this occasion and to 
the Esperance Clontarf staff: Glen Symonds, Ray Davis and Nathan Bonney for organising such a 
tremendous carnival.

William Clements holding his ribbon for 
second place in the Poll Dorset judging 

section

Time for a motivational speech from 
the coach Talking tactics with coach, Ray Davis



PROGRESS REPORTS AND PARENT-TEACHER EVENINGS
These reports will be emailed out on Friday,  24th March for year 7 to 10 students and on Tuesday 28th     
March for year 11 and 12 students. If you don’t have email connectivity to the school, the progress 
reports will be handed to your child at school.

From these reports, parents will be able to see who their child’s teachers are, in order to make an 
appointment for the Parent-Teacher meetings - either on Thursday 30th March from 5:30pm to 8pm, or 
on Monday 3rd April from 5:30pm to 8pm. 

Parents can make appointments through Connect. Instructions on how to do this will be emailed with the 
Progress Reports. If you need any help in following these instructions, you can contact Mrs Hillary Duffy 
in the Library on 9071 9620 or visit her in the Library.

Parents/carers who do not have Connect can ring the School Library on 9071 9620 to make an 
appointment, or come in and visit the wonderful Library ladies who will book the appointment for you, so 
that you can make your bookings over the phone or in person.

CENTRELINK PAYMENT NOTICE
A reminder to parents/carers that the last day of term I is the closing day to apply for Secondary Assistance 
or the Abstudy Allowance. No late applications will be accepted.

Great athleticism on display

 PARENTS AND CITIZENS ASSOCIATION MEETING

As there were insuffi cient parents/carers at last Tuesday’s P&C 
meeting, the Annual General Meeting (AGM) will now occur at 

7:00pm in the school staff room on Tuesday, 28th March. 

Nearly all executive positions are fi lled. We would love someone 
to volunteer as Secretary or on the Canteen Committee - so please 
encourage your friends who want to be involved in their school to 

come along.

Please come along to this meeting - so that we can have a P&C 
and operate a school canteen!!!

We look forward to seeing you there. 



CANTEEN HELP NEEDED 
We need volunteer parents or carers to help keep the canteen operating. Can you help? You only need 
to come for recess time (11:15am to 11:45am) or for an hour over lunchtime (12:45pm to 1:45pm) if you 
cannot stay for the whole day. Even if you can help for one day a month or one day a term, would be very 
much appreciated. If you can help in anyway, please ring Helen, the Canteen Manager, on 9071 9516.

SCHOOL FACTION ATHLETICS CARNIVAL DAY 

FRIDAY - 7TH APRIL

STUDENTS WEAR FACTION COLOURS 

PARENTS/CARERS/EXTENDED FAMILY AND FRIENDS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE 
‘MOST FUN DAY’ OF THE SCHOOL CALENDAR



 
 
Hello Parents and Guardians, 
 
 
Peer Support 
We are racing towards the end of Term One and the year 7s have settled in to the regular 
rhythm of High School very well. Assisting this transition from primary school has been the 
Peer Support Program. Peer Support empowers young people to support each other and 
contribute positively to the school and wider society through skills based learning. Our 
program has a focus on building resilience through competition, where all the groups 
experience failure in a safe environment. The goal is for the individuals and group to use 
this failure to improve and grow and try the task again. We want to emphasise that failure is 
normal and natural and that what counts is how we respond and try again.  
 
The Peer Support program also has a strong focus on building new friendships by 
developing teamwork and communication skills in fun group activities. The program is led 
by a great group of year 10 and 11 Peer Leaders who have spent the first five weeks in the 
morning form with the year 7s. They are there to mentor and assist students to settle in to 
Esperance Senior High School and build friendships. 
 
Below is an example of one of the tasks completed during Peer Support. Students had to 
work in a team to make a costume out of old newspapers and sticky tape. The costume had 
to be worn by a ‘model’ and other groups guessed what the costume was.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Cody Brown Jessica Lloyd 



 
 
Swimming Carnival 
Congratulations to all the Year 7s who took part in the year 7 and 8 swimming carnival 
during week 6. The day achieved a great mix of strong competition, good fun, and inclusivity 
and support. Special mention must be made of Shelby Kennedy and Jarvis MacDonald who 
were Champion Girl and Boy, and Hannah Lauritsen and Fletcher Riggs who were Runner-up 
Champions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Teacher Nights 
Parent Teacher Nights are a great opportunity to put a face to the names of teachers that 
you are hearing about. They are also invaluable in finding out how your child is going in 
class. The first Parent Teacher Night will be held on Thursday 30th March, and the second 
will be on Monday 3rd April. Details about these evenings and how to set up interviews will 
be emailed to parents and carers with your child’s Progress Report at the end of week 8. 
These nights are extremely valuable to establish contact with teachers and to get a clear 
picture of your child’s progress early in the year. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Beau Scanlon 
Year 7 Coordinator 
Beau.Scanlon@education.wa.edu.au  

Hannah Lauritsen, Shelby Kennedy, Fletcher Riggs, Jarvis McDonald 

mailto:Beau.Scanlon@education.wa.edu.au


 

 
 
 
The atmosphere at the year 7 and 8 Swimming Carnival last week was one of high energy and an equally high noise 
level. The combination of competitive swimming, participation swimming and fun events made for a truly exciting 
day. It was wonderful to see the students thoroughly enjoying themselves and showcasing their maturity and care by 
being supportive of their peers. I would like to thank the parents who stopped in to see their children swim and to 
chat with staff and other parents. It was quite the community event! I would also like to take the opportunity to 
thank the Physical Education staff and year 12 Faction Captains for their commitment and dedication. This dedication 
is what makes these events possible. 
 
Student Progress Reports 
The year 8 Student Progress Reports are due for distribution on 24th March. These will be emailed to parents. The 
Progress Reports will provide parents and guardians with an overview of how their child is progressing in each of 
their classes. 
 
Parent Teacher Interview Evenings 
Our Parent Teacher Nights will be held on Thursday 30th March and Monday 3rd April this term. These nights are a 
wonderful opportunity for parents and guardians to meet with their child’s teachers, to put names to faces, to 
discuss any concerns, and to get a clearer idea of how their child is progressing in classes.  
 
Information on how to book meetings will be distributed with the Progress Reports. As time is very tight on these 
nights, please be careful with your booking times and ensure you have time to move from one meeting to another. 
Meeting times generally last for five minutes and while it is sufficient time for a quick overview, if you find that you 
need more time to finish your conversation with a teacher, you can use the opportunity to organise another time to 
meet with them. Please be aware that staff will do all that they can to ensure that they are running on time, but 
sometimes hold ups cannot be avoided. 
 
Faction Swimming Carnival 
A huge congratulations to all of the year 8 students who attended and participated in the year 7 and 8 Swimming 
Carnival last week. A wonderful day was certainly had by all! The year 12 Faction Captains did an amazing job 
supporting and encouraging their younger peers, ensuring the singing and chanting was at optimum level, and 
organising the students into teams. I know that all of the students appreciated the work and energy of their captains. 

 
Congratulations to the following students:  
Champion Boys: Oscar Griffiths and Flynn Halliday 
(this double-win just may become a tradition!) 
Runner Up:  Aiden Mayfield. 
Champion Girl:  Asha Pope 
Runner Up:  Elle Johnston 
 
Your efforts were impressive! 
 
And congratulations also to the Eyre Faction, who won overall 
with an impressive 511 points. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Jarvis McDonald, Fletcher Riggs, Shelby Kennedy, 
Hannah Lauritsen, Oscar Griffiths, Flynn Halliday, 

Aiden Mayfield, Asha Pope, Elle Johnston 



 
Class Visit 

The Power of Fairy Tales 
 

I have a Year 8 English class, so this year I have finally been able to ‘visit’ my own class. When 
I told my students that I would be describing them as noisy and delightful in my newsletter 
article, Caitlin Parker told me that I had to add ‘hard-working’. So that is my class in a 
nutshell: noisy, delightful and hard-working.  
 
For the past several weeks, all year 8 students have been studying stories in their English  
classes. We have been looking at character and setting construction, as well as narrative  
structure, language, themes and genre. We have spent time analysing texts, and the 
students are now in the process of creating their own written masterpieces. 
 
My class has been analysing fairy tales. We’ve had some wonderful discussions about 
archetypal characters, and have been scrutinising characters for their positive or negative 
representations of groups in society. The students were very quick to point out that many 
traditional fairy tales perpetuate traditional gender expectations. They criticised them for 
representing women as naïve, submissive and weak, and as being valued for their beauty 
and obedience. They also recognised that the ‘wicked stepmother’ archetype was another  
negative representation of women as it suggests that strength in women is a negative trait. 
The males didn’t fare much better in the texts as their role was simply to save, protect and  
marry the damsel in distress without much room for an individual identity. 
 
We also scrutinised texts for their positive aspects and read an extended version of Little Red 
Riding Hood in which Red’s character develops into one of strength and independence. The 
students recognised that the story can be read as a lesson about the need for personal 
growth, and for its claim that growth can result from adverse experiences.  
 
The students also read an eco-feminist version of ‘The Little Mermaid’, and while some 
applauded the text for its positive representation of women, other students in the class  
argued that it fell short of its aims. 
 
It has been exciting watching the students interpreting texts and beginning to apply reading 
theories. They are discovering that texts can be read in many different ways, depending on 
what the reader focuses on, and they are also beginning to recognise the power of texts by 
realising that they can develop ideas and perpetuate or subvert stereotypes. 
 
The students are currently writing their very own fairy tales. They chose whether they 
wanted to rewrite an existing fairy tale, or create their own traditional or modern fairy tale 
from scratch. The parameters were that they had to mimic the genre by considering the 
archetypal characters, traditional settings and narrative structure, and the language typical  
of the fairy tale genre. The students also had to begin with a purpose for their text as fairy 
tales were traditionally a means of teaching morals and values to community members. 
 
The class has been been lucky to have been inspired by author Mark Greenwood who 
recently visited the school and discussed story writing with them. He was a fascinating and 
knowledgeable presenter, and left the students excited about writing and reading. 
 
I cannot wait to read the stories my noisy, delightful and hard-working students have 
produced! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jodie Falconbridge 
Year 8 Coordinator 
Jodie.Falconbridge@education.wa.edu.au  
 

Felicity Jones, Ada Smith, Ella Wilson 

Ollie Cope, Dion Reid, Angus Bairstow 

Charissa Harvey 

Caiden Ridgeway, Kaden Brown 

Kristy Challinger, Hannah Connell, 
Alana Behlau 

Bailey Guest, Daewon Meng-Ung, 
Jayden Stokes-Scott, Adam Maccan 

Aiden Mayfield 

mailto:Jodie.Falconbridge@education.wa.edu.au


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As the end of term is fast approaching, I would like to take the time to congratulate the year 9 cohort on 
settling in well to the senior school setting. We have a very busy few weeks ahead with the school swimming carnival, 
interschool swimming carnival in Albany, Progress reports, parent nights, country week trials and athletics carnival. 
 
Contacting Teachers  
We are very keen for parents to keep in communication with the school and encourage you to stay in contact with us. If you 
wish to contact any of your child’s teachers, you can either call the school or email the teachers directly. The email addresses of 
teachers can be found on our school website. 
 
Accessing Information about your Child’s Classes 
Last year our school began using Connect as a means of allowing parents and students 24 hour access to information about 
classes that students attend. As with any new initiative, it grows stronger with time, and this year, as most of you are aware, 
parents and students can access Connect to look at Course Outlines and Assessment Outlines for classes, and to view 
assessment results. Some teachers will also store course materials and resources on Connect so students can access this online if 
they need to; and some teachers will use it as a means of passing on information to parents and students. Information about 
Connect and how you can register has been sent home. If you do not yet have access, please contact Mrs Hillary Duffy in the 
library on 9071 9620. 
 
Progress Reports and Parent Teacher Nights 
You will receive a Progress Report at the end of week 8; from there parent nights will be held on Thursday 30th March and 
Monday 3rd April. More details about these evenings will be made available closer to the time. I would highly recommend setting 
up times to meet with your child’s teachers if teachers have not ticked the interview box on the Progress Report. It is a great 
way to put a face to a name and establish a clear picture of your child’s progress so far.  
 
 
 
Year 9 Girls Leadership Program  
This program is in place of what was called the Girls Academy last year. On a Tuesday 
afternoon, these students go down to Esperance Aged Care with Mia Zivillica and  
cook for the elderly residents each week. They are very well received by the 
residents who look forward to their visit. Well done, Mia and the girls! 
 
 

 
Athletics Carnival 
The Athletics carnival will be held on Friday 7th April. The athletics carnival is a participation 
based carnival where students are encouraged to give every event a go to gain points for 
their faction. At the same time, the carnival allows for competitive students to strive for their 
best and receive medallions for winner and runner up and gain a place in the interschool 
athletics team. 
 
Students are encouraged to represent their faction, dress in their faction colours and come 
and have a fantastic day! Parents and carers are most welcome to attend. 

 
 
 
Lydia Redpath 
Year 9 Coordinator 
Lydia.Redpath@education.wa.edu.au  

Ngairi Napijalo, Chloe Leeming, Maddie Sing,  
Taia Farnham-Offer and Suzanah Shiel 

Ethan Hallam, Jonathan Crane, Matt Rogers, 
and Casey Rowe, 2016 Athletics Carnival 
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