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Term 1 Week 10

In the past two years, our students have faced some unique challenges; home 
learning, isolation, and worries for their own health and the health of their 
families.

Returning to the classroom with the knowledge that a second wave of the 
pandemic may be before us has presented an extra challenge to teachers, 
students and parents alike. Finding ways to deal with the stress of COVID-19 
is essential if we want to achieve any form of academic success. Given that 
we are faced with learning to live with the virus, the health experts continue to 
remind us that to reduce the risks of catching or transmitting the virus we need 
to do ‘the right thing’ including:

  •  Practice good hygiene (wash your hands frequently, avoid touching your 
     eyes, nose, and mouth)
  •  Get tested and seek medical care early if you have a fever, cough or 
     experience breathing diffi culties
  •  Stay at home if you begin to feel unwell until you fully recover
  •  Practice physical distancing
  •  Follow any mandatory restrictions imposed by the government
     (eg. wear a mask)

The response from Esperance Senior High School students and their families 
to the COVID situation has been heartening, with students doing what they 
can to avoid catching or transmitting the virus, and willingly subscribing to 
the government mandates designed to keep our school open and safe for 
students and staff to attend. I have personally appreciated the support and 
understanding that our Esperance School Community has demonstrated 
through this challenging time.

Moving to more positive news, it is with pleasure that I can announce that 
the Western Australian Government, as part of its election commitments, has 
allocated $1.5 million dollars to support the growth of STEM education at the 
school. The project involves initially identifying a room for upgrading, along 
with listing equipment required. We will be working closely with a consultant 
and the project is due to be initiated later this month.

This will boost our existing STEM program that aims to arm students with non-
cognitive, or 21st Century, skills to prepare them for a more STEM-based job 
market.



Our students will face a completely different job market in their adult lives than the one our educational 
system was designed to support. They will be knowledge workers relying on digital tools, creativity, and an 
ability to work collaboratively with people from all over the world.

That's a perfect match to STEM education, where an innovative technological workforce is the primary goal. 
‘21st Century Skills’, like critical thinking, creativity, communication and innovation, have long been sought after, 
especially in the sciences. Now, however, their importance has become deeper and more urgent as we watch 
the world change more quickly than our textbooks can keep up.

Not only do 21st Century Skills help students be successful in all areas of formal school, these skills are also 
necessary for a person to adapt and thrive in an ever changing world, where technology predominates across 
many workplace fi elds and will continue to be even more so in the future. Our students will need to leave 
school with a comprehensive understanding of STEM, regardless of their chosen career paths. Irrespective 
of the fact that technology is going to be predominate across many workplaces, a good foundation in STEM 
promotes critical thinking and problem solving, which are skills that will help everyone face life challenges 
better. These skills are important, not just because they make students more employable but because they 
foster ‘lifelong learning’. People who love learning new things are the most adaptive, and history has shown 
that the most adaptive creatures (not the strongest) are the ones that thrive and survive.

I will update with more specifi c information as the project evolves.

Esperance Senior High School has been provided with funding that will assist in the development and delivery 
of a Year 9 Career Taster Program (CTP), that will be designed to enable as many Year 9 students as possible 
to participate in 2022.

This funding is to be used specifi cally for the development and piloting of approaches to engage the Year 9 
cohort with the CTP as part of a broader career learning approach within the school, and leverages the role 
of our newly appointed Career Practitioner, Ms Claire Roberts.

The CTP aims to provide students with early exposure to career options, pathways, and vocational educational 
training, to assist in upper secondary subject selection. The Career Practitioner, Claire Roberts, will be crucial 
in the development and delivery of the CTP. More information will be provided as the program takes shape.

Finally, an announcement has been made that Country Week is going ahead during Term 3, Week 7 in Perth.
I understand that Country Week is a long-standing and signifi cant event for our Esperance Students. However, 
the proposed timing is hugely problematic for placement on the school’s calendar, and as such, the diffi cult 
decision not to participate has had to be made.

I understand the disappointment our students felt with the event unable to go ahead as planned in 2020, 2021, 
and now again in 2022. Being a part of Country Week creates a real sense of community and pride. It’s an 
event steeped in tradition and I am hoping that everyone gets the opportunity to experience Country Week 
next year. I acknowledge that this is very little consolation for our Year 12 group, who have been denied the 
opportunity to participate in any Country Week Carnivals.

The decision is based upon:
             •  It’s scheduled late Term 3 and ATAR students cannot afford to take a week off school.
             •  During this time, staff are working overtime with all Year 12 students to ensure they 
                successfully complete their WACE, and are eligible to graduate. 
             •  Also a staffi ng issue, it would be diffi cult to ensure the provision of staff at that time of 
                the year to service the needs of the school if teachers were relieved to participate in a 
                week of Country Week activities.



             •  OLNA is also scheduled at that time, beginning Week 7 with only a three-day window 
                to get the writing test done. This would have the potential to adversely affect Year 10, 11 
                and 12 students who ultimately need OLNA to complete their WACE.
             •  A TAFE Block Week of training for TAFE Automotive, Metals, and Building & Construction 
                certifi cates is scheduled for the following Week 8.
             •  The school ball is scheduled for the end of Week 8.
             •  Year 10 Counselling runs throughout Week 8, and would need students at school leading 
               up to this event.

It is all about the timing and I am sure that ESHS will not be the only school to have made this decision.  I believe 
a way forward may be for the powers that be to consider an alternative time, a discussion which I will be 
pursuing.

Lastly, there was also some correspondence from the Chief Health Offi cer, Dr Andrew Robertson CSC, PSC, who 
wanted to give some information to our Parents/Carers.

As you know, it is vitally important that all people in Western Australia, aged 5 years and older, are vaccinated 
against COVID-19.

We have a signifi cant Omicron outbreak in our state at this time and while COVID-19 can be mild in children, 
the more children that get infected, the greater the spread of COVID-19 in the community.

All schools across WA have made an enormous effort to reduce the spread of COVID-19, and with school 
holidays approaching this is an opportune time for us to make a concerted push together to increase the 
vaccination rate in this age group, prior to the start of the next school term.

The key points of this information we have provided outlines:
          •  COVID-19 in young children is generally mild, but some children can become 
               severely ill, and children with other health problems are at even greater risk.
          •  Vaccination reduces the chances of children becoming infected, and reduces 
               the number and severity of symptoms if children do get infected.
          •  Children may also be less likely to pass on the infection if they are vaccinated.
          •  Getting children vaccinated is easy, through a range of convenient vaccine 
               providers and additional pop-up clinic events during April.
          •  Making an appointment at a clinic on VaccinateWA or calling 13 COVID (13 268 43).
          •  Find a clinic location Roll Up for WA website.
          •  Find a local participating GP or pharmacy on the Vaccine Clinic Finder.

Please note: Families hoping to vaccinate during the school holiday period who are quarantining as asymptomatic 
close contacts, are able to leave isolation to get a COVID-19 vaccination, but only if they can produce evidence 
of receiving a negative COVID-19 rapid antigen test within four hours before entering the vaccination site.

This of course does not apply to any symptomatic close contacts or confi rmed cases of COVID-19.

Thank you for supporting the rollout of COVID-19 vaccinations to protect Western Australian children, families 
and school communities.

Ian Masarei - Principal



As we are approaching the end of Term 1, I would like to mention how all of our students have had such a 
fantastic start to the year. Miss Higgins' and Miss Cassidy's Year 9 classes have been learning about probability 
and ran a simulated horse race. They discovered that the chance of winning is not great!

Michael Zani - Mathematics, Head of Department

MATHEMATICS

Miss Higgins' Year 9 Mathematics Class learning about probability

ENGLISH

And like that, it's a wrap on Term 1! In 10 short weeks, our students 
have completed two or three major assessments, explored various 
grammar exercises and participated in range of a speaking and 
listening tasks aimed at bolstering their ability to speak publicly. 
Another common feature in any English class here at Esperance 
SHS are brain breaks.

Brain breaks are brief classroom games and energizers. They are 
things teachers can do at a "drop of the hat" to increase the energy 
level in their classrooms. Most brain breaks encourage students to 
cooperate, provide challenge, and more than anything else, make 
classrooms fun. Once students return to their work, they do so with 
increased rigour. The teachers in the English Department have 
commented that the energizers contribute to a positive class climate and that this greater liking for class 
translates into increased academic success.

The images here show a Year 10 English class participating in a quick 5-minute activity that saw students pair 
up to fl ex their creative muscle by way of some peer portraiture. Each pair spent one minute staring at their 
partner, before going back-to-back to draw one-another on their whiteboards. The results were hilarious; the 
laughter, infectious.

Portrait of Harvey Pelham, drawn by Jilly Nichols



(Group 1) Mr Pearce's Year 10 English Class showing their artistic flair

 during Brain Breaks.

(Group 2) Mr Pearce's Year 10 English Class showing their artistic flair 

during Brain Breaks.

In the previous newsletter I commented that I was looking forward to publishing some work from our students. 
So many contributions were forwarded to me that I think it’s possible to publish a collection! For this edition, 
we showcase the creative talents of Year 12 ATAR English student, Sid Sleeman. Sid’s subversive detective story 
will be sure to give you a laugh. Other student submissions will be published to our other ESHS platforms, like 
Facebook, over the coming weeks. Please look out for Year 9 student Charlie Hoggart’s open letter to Woodside. 
It is written with passion and fl air; a winning combination. Year 8 student, Jacob Henley, draws inspiration from 
the novel Trash in writing his letter to a character, whilst Year 9 student, Zach Warren, experiments with the 
podcast transcript form when detailing the issues of fake injuries in soccer. Again, these pieces will be posted 
to our socials in the coming weeks.

Now, it’s time to make yourself a cuppa and settle in for a relaxing read.

The Murder of Mrs Paisley
Chapter Two: The Gruesome Scene

By Sid Sleeman

You check your pocket watch. It’s 3:15 am- four hours after the murder. You look through the dusty old windshield 
of your brown Cadillac as you pull into the motel parking lot. Moe’s Motel, screams the dilapidated neon sign, 
breathing its laugh breath thought a fl ickering of pinks and blues.

You open the door, reaching your long, skinny legs out of you leather seat, adjusting your fedora as you walk 
towards the commotion. Reporters are clamouring for a photo, attempting to peak a glimpse of room 13. The 
fl ashing red and blue lights just out of view from where you are.
 
The smell then hits... the smell of blood.

‘What’s the situation, Commissioner Jonesy?’ you say in a tone deeper than usual.

‘There’s been a murder, cowboy. Mrs Paisely in room 13’, he says, wiping the sweat off of his white handlebar 
moustache with his handkerchief. 

‘I’m... not a cowboy...’ you mutter to yourself.

‘Well, it needn’t matter. Your job is to head into that there room and fi nd out the mystery behind Miss Daisy’s 
death’.

‘Paisley’, you correct him, still thinking about the ‘cowboy’ comment. Was it the hat, you thought. It was a present 
from your mother-in-law. She got it in Italy.

‘That’s what I said, Cowboy! Just get in there for Pete’s sake!’ 
You hide your grimace at the Commissioner with the brim of your beige Italian gift as you enter the scene. As 
you do, the infamous room 13 exudes an aura of... well, you don’t know. As you hesitate to turn the rust copper 
doorknob, you wipe the sweat on your palms on your button up, breathing ever so slowly. You open the door.

Your suddenly realise what it was. That aura. The sheer overwhelming feeling you were getting from this place. 



The uncertainty. The unknown. The terror. It... it was...

‘Fish!’ Jonesy exclaims. He follows suit, entering the room in his characteristically slow gait. You take a moment 
to dry-wretch. You wipe your mouth with your now damp sleeve. 

With every step the sound of water sopping up the musty motel carpet fi lls the silence. You couldn’t see 
anything, but as you reached to turn the light on, you just knew this place would be fi lled with red herrings.

Cli-click.

As light fi lls the room, your suspicions were confi rmed. Looking around, red herrings were everywhere - your 
days at the Academy had fi nally paid off.

You picked one of them up. 

‘What could these red herrings possible man, Commissioner?’ you ask, holding one by the tail.

‘I think they’re closer to salmon’, you hear coming from the kitchenette around the corner. 

You drop the fi sh, walking slowly to the blinds, separating them with your fi ngertips. We weren’t followed, you 
think to yourself, as you reach into your breast pocket and pull out a pipe; a pipe which couldn’t possibly fi t in 
there under normal circumstances.

But these were not normal circumstances.

You light it, heading toward the Commissioner. Puffi ng out the smoke, you knew this hit of nicotine would 
sharpen your senses. You continue to take in the crime scene. No sign of a break in, or any resulting struggle. 
The only struggle you could possibly fi nd was that of the minimum wage employees of Moe’s Motel that have 
to clean all this up. 

Before even entering the kitchen area, you feel the crackling of glass under your leather loafers. You stop, 
bending down and pushing the pieces between your fi ngers. 

You lick it. A sharp pain sets you back.

‘Yep, this is glass’, you confess, as you wipe at your now bleeding mouth. The Academy was right- licking debris 
is seldom a bad idea!

You turn the corner, and there she is. Msr Paisely. Lying there, unable to move. After all, she’s dead.

‘Time of death: 11:15pm. Cause of death: unknown.’ Commissioner Jonesy reads the report as you squat beside 
the body. Your cheap suspenders chafi ng. Mrs Paisley is surrounded by glass and water.

‘What could’ve happened?’ you ask.

‘That’s... literally your job, detective.

Right. You have a job to do- there is no time for dilly-dallying.

You spring up to assess the situation; you had to make haste. As you reach in your back pocket to collect your 
ACME branded magnifying glass, you hear it.

That sound. Where is it coming from? Below?

You look down at Paisely’s peaceful corpse, then, you see.

Coughing? She’s coughing?

The plot had indeed thickened.

Her coughing and convulsing startles the two of you. The Commissioner goes to lie her on her side, as she 
eventually settles. The coughing turns to breathing as the life in her eyes returned. 
‘Miss Paisely!’ the Commissioner guffaws, ‘what a miracle of God!’

‘Oh, dearie me! What on Earth transpired here?’ she asks as she adjusts her sensible, albeit poorly knitted wool 
beret. 

‘Well, we were about to ask you the same, ma’am’, you say completely dumbfounded.



‘Well, I was moving my fi sh into the kitchen to clean their tank, and... then I awoke right on this here fl oor,’ she 
wheezes, still in a state between sleep and awake.

‘Well, ma’am, we’re just glad you’re safe and well,’ you say as you cover your eyes with the brim of Italian hat. 

‘I have a question.’

‘What is it Mrs Paisely?’ Jonesy replies enthusiastically.

‘Did any of the herring survive?’

Jonesy and you stood still, looking at each other not knowing quite what to say to her. You both knew that none 
of them made it, but you could only think of one thing to say:

‘I told you they were herring!’

******************************************

Well done Sid on your marvellous achievement. To think you produced this in-class under timed, exam-conditions: 
phenomenal! I look forward to reading and publishing more student work in the coming months. 

For now, I want to leave you all with this holiday advice: When the fl ight attendant says you can ‘get on the 
airplane’, be sure to correct them by offering, ‘I’d prefer to get in the airplane...’

Jamie Pearce - English, Head of Department

SCIENCE

Year 9 STEM
In STEM this term, our small class of eleven have been researching, 
investigating and experimenting the topic of bioplastics. We were on 
the hunt for the most effective one. We tested them on a variety of 
variables such as strength, fl exibility, durability and of course, aesthetics. 
Some of the plastics we experimented with were made of potato 
starch, corn-starch, gelatine and milk. Making bioplastics was fun and 
interesting for our class, but the smell of the curdled milk and blended 
potatoes was never really enjoyable for any of us. Overall, it was a very 
interesting and engaging topic to explore.

This article was written by Celia Rollond, who is one of our talented up-and-coming Year 9 STEM students.

Shelley Defrenne - Science Teacher

Year 9 STEM Students L-R: Stephen Kirby, Liam Norwood, 

Zavier Strickland, Charlie Hoggart and Daniel Gray

Year 9 STEM Students L - R: Isaac Francis, Kav Kahatadeniya

 and Zavier Strickland



HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE (HASS)

Year 7 Aboriginal Culture and Language students researched creation stories for landform features in Australia. 
Students could choose from 7 different locations, including local features Mandooboornup (Frenchman Peak) 
and Katta Morda (Darling Scarp).

Year 7 students in Mrs Cassam’s HASS class have been challenged to tap into their creative talents to show 
their understanding of Ancient Rome. Students have been asked to create a model of a Roman weapon, tool 
or invention using recyclable materials. They have researched and planned so they can design and create their 
model.

We look forward to seeing their fi nished products.

Leanne Cassam - Humanities and Social Science, Head of Department

Mrs Cassam's Year 7 Aborignial Culture and Language students landform features project. Very creative and colourful!

Fritz Labuscagne and Van Maritn

Konni Rollond and Rachl Smith

Mia Waters and Meg Towers



HEALTH AND PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION (HPE)

Although the overnight camps and interschool carnivals 
have been postponed due to the COVID-19 restrictions, the 
students are still upbeat and energized to participate in 
the offsite activities. The recent purchase of a school bus 
has allowed greater access to the recreational options 
including squash, golf, swimming, lawn bowls, canoeing, 
surfi ng and water polo this term. 

A big thankyou to the upper school Outdoor Education 
students who participated in Clean-Up Australia this year. 
A considerable amount of rubbish was collected from 
around the Esperance coastline.

Country Week 2022
Sadly, the school has had to make the hard decision to not attend Country Week 
this year. The event has been postponed to Term 3, Week 7. This is not the ideal 
time for running this event due to the impact it would have on the successful 
graduation on the Year 12 cohort, let alone all the other signifi cant events on at 
this time. Hopefully next year we can expect to be back participating in Country 
Week after our 3-year absence. 

Winter 
With the cooler months approaching, it is important that students are bringing 
a change of uniform for Physical Education. The usual precedent is that with 
inclement weather students will participate in sport unless it's heavy rain, lighting 
or the sport is unsafe to play in the rain. Students and parents need to be aware 
of this and be prepared for their sport lesson continuing during winter.  

Congratulations
Well done to Ollie Moeauri, Koopa Walsh, Regan Mott  and Tyson Graham who have been up in in Perth playing 
in the WAFL Futures League. 

There were strong 
performances from 
Subiaco Futures with 
big wins over East 
Perth, West Perth and 
Claremont. Koopa had 
a Best-on-Ground 
performance in Game 
3, kicking 8 goals which 
brings his total tally to 18 
goals after only 3 games.

Well done to the Sailing students Tilly Fisher and Raila Coxall (Lead Instructors), 
Jack Hughes, Sam Jefferies, Brechto Bezuidenhout, Connor Maloney (Assistant
Instructor) and Scott Fisher (Teacher) who have been involved in the coaching 
of the Junior Sailors (Green Fleet) on Saturday mornings at the Esperance 
Bay Yacht Club. A lot of time and effort has been put into coaching the juniors 

and the hard work is really starting to pay off!

Matt Lovejoy - Health and Physcal Education, Head of Department

Upper School Outdoor Education students enjoying the beautiful coastline 

Esperance has to offer

Students helping out at

Clean Up Australia Day

Young guns Ollie Moeauri and Koopa Walsh putting 

their best foot forward in the Future's League for 

Subiaco

The Junior Green Fleet sailing at the Esperance Bay Yacht Club



ESPERANCE FARM TRAINING CENTRE (EFTC)

On Friday 11th March 2022 the EFTC held a ‘Show Day’ in lieu of the cancellation of Wagin Woolarama due to 
COVID-19 restrictions.

EFTC staff and students decided to go ahead with a show day of our own to allow students to participate in 
the events that they would have entered into at Wagin Woolarama. Students had been preparing animals and 
practising their handling and judging skills since the beginning of the year. These included Wool Judging, Sheep 
Judging and Handling, and Cattle Judging and Handling.

Students were able to parade their animals in front of experienced exhibitors and breeders who offered their 
time to judge, and provide valuable pointers. We are very grateful to these experienced people for giving their 
time to our students: Tom Pengilly from Penrose Merino Stud, Ellen Moffat from Kilayr Square Meaters Stud, and 
Emily McDonald from Macsfi eld White Suffolk Stud who is a  South Regional TAFE Agriculture Lecturer. 

Both Nutrien Agricultural Solutions in Esperance, and Esperance District Agricultural Show Committee also 
assisted in helping to facilitate this event with experienced industry wool brokers on hand for the wool judging 
on Thursday.

The day was a success with students learning the fi ner points of show parading and presenting which will 
contribute to their knowledge of participating Agricultural Shows, such as the Perth Royal Show later in the 
year.

The aim of the day was to give students the opportunity to see that they are not operating on their own, 
and are part of a wider agricultural industry in the local community. This enables students to make industry 
contacts, and develop opportunities for future learning and employment beyond school.

Jazmin Parker - Esperance Farm Training Centre Program Coordinator

L - R: Charlotte Lee and Daniel Henderson during the 

EFTC Show Day

Merino Breeder Tom Pengilly with Penrose Rams and EFTC 

Students who participated in a judging competition

EFTC Students with sheep in the show ring

Cattle and Handlers parading before judges EFTC Students and Suffolk Sheep under the eye of the judges



FRENCH

Year 7 French
Term 1 for the Year 7 students hasn’t only just been about meeting new 
school friends, or starting their high school journey, but also greeting and 
introducing each other in French. We have conducted some very polite 
conversations, including asking someone their nationality and saying 
your own nationality, welcoming people to your country, apologising, 
and expressing surprise and disappointment. Students learnt to ask how 
someone is, offer someone a drink at a café, and accept or refuse an offer.

They became acquainted with a textbook’s fi ctional character named 
Sophie, an Australian teenager living in Paris with her parents and brother. 
In Unit 1, we met Sophie on the soccer fi eld where she impressed French students, Yassine and Nathan, with her 
soccer skills. In Unit 2, Sophie meets her new friends at a café on the fi rst day back at school. In groups of four, 
the Year 7 students role-played the conversations, fi rst in French and then translated back into English. They did 
a fantastic job and it was very enjoyable to watch and listen to!

In Term 2, they will learn to talk about their family, learn about French families, marriage in France, the origin of 
French family names, and multicultural France.

Year 8 French
The Year 8 students have had a very busy Term 1. The topic was 
the French school system and students learnt to talk about school 
subjects, timetables and marks. They also learnt to tell the time 
in French, which is a big undertaking in itself! Students also learnt 
about daily routines and activities for young people, and to say what 
activities they liked or didn’t like. 

They were very impressed by the school lunch system in France, 
which consists of three or four course restaurant quality, mouth-watering (yet healthy) meals taken formally 
in the dining hall. Students were also very impressed by the fact that France has a four day school week with 
Wednesday’s off. However, they weren’t so sure about the school day ending at 4:30 or 5:00pm and maybe 
having to go home in the dark.

There was a big focus on grammar this term. Students learnt to use refl exive verbs and imperatives, as well 
as learning the irregular verb faire (to do) and the regular verb jouer (to play.) I was very impressed with the 
wonderful job they did of learning them!

In Unit 7, we continued the story of Sophie and her friends. Lovely weather meant we were able to go and sit 
under some trees to read the story, which was very relaxing. We found out that Yassine had forgotten he had a 
history test because he had lost his timetable. We also found out how they were going in different subjects. In 
Unit 8, we read about Sophie and her friends preparing to do a school project together and having to decide 
on a time to meet up for a ‘working lunch’.

In Term 2, the Year 8 students will have a lighter schedule in French. We will be learning about clothing and 
fashion. Students will learn to describe someone’s appearance, talk about someone’s personality and express 
opinions about others. They will also learn about French national identity, and regional cultures and languages 
in France.

Richelle Lee-Steere - French Teacher



DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY (D&T)

Year 10 Jewellery students have been designing and making laminated timber rings and pendants. We 
are wondering if these two pendants below have some sort of inspiration for there creation, do they look 
familiar to you?

Daniel Seinor - Design and Technology, Head of Department

This pendant was designed and created by the clever Isobel Shelton This pendant was designed and created by the artistic Ashton Spencer

DANCE

Year 8 Dance
WOW! The fi rst group of Year 8 students to take on Dance as a taster have been nothing short of impressive. 
Throughout the term students have learned about the different elements of dance, choreographic devices and 
explored a wide range of dance styles and genres. 

The students combined their new set of skills and 
knowledge to create a group dance which they 
performed to the class. Students enjoyed being able 
to choose their own music, genre and dance moves. 
I was blown away by the enthusiasm and effort that 
students put into their dance performances and their 
courage to perform in front of their classmates. It was 
wonderful to see the student’s confi dence grow over the term as they became more comfortable dancing in 
front of one another and the support and respect they had for each other. 

Due to their excitement and energy, the fi rst group of Year 8 Dance students have been a pleasure to teach 
and I can’t wait to see what the next group of dancers bring to the stage!

Kiahma Reading - Dance and Humanities and Social Science Teacher



DEMO BLOCK

The ESHS Demo Block has had an exciting Term 1. Sally Elliott, English teacher turned gardening guru, has taken 
on the role of teaching students about sustainability, permaculture, and how to get the best out of their green 
thumbs. Year 7, 9 and 10 students have all been involved in a range of projects around the farm, including re-
vamping the fi sh pond to be more frog (and people) friendly, mural painting, compost creating, and of course, 
gardening. 

Students have the responsibility of their own little plot of earth to care 
for and grow whatever tickles their taste buds and is seasonal. As we 
leave the scorching days of Bunuru, we now move into beautiful Djeran 
seeing cooler days and light showers; perfect for growing. Each day 
something new has grown from the garden beds, and after the break 
hopefully the students will reap the benefi ts of their hard-earnt harvest.

We would also like to send out a huge thank you to Southern Ports 
Esperance, who granted the Demo Block a grant that will go towards 
continuing the development of the edible food gardens and other 
projects at the Demo Block throughout 2022. Another massive thank 
you to Bunnings Esperance (Karrina is a legend!) for their extremely 
generous donations of plants, soil and other bits and bobs for the 
garden. What a wonderful community Esperance has!

Students revamping fish ponds

HOME ECONOMICS

Year 9 Naturally You classes have completed their fi rst task: 'Creating an informative product for incoming Year 
7 students that will help them stay 'cyber safe'. Students used lesson time to access the eSafety Commissioner’s 
resources to research ways of being cyber smart.

The students task work was on display in the Library during Week 9 and 10, and the Year 7 students had the 
opportunity to vote on the best information product. The winner will be announced in the Daily Notices on 
Thursday, Week 10.

Mrs Natalie Myers - Home Economics Teacher

Pin-up board that contains all of the students entries for best information product (voted by Year 7s)The Library display created by the Year 9 Naturally You classes



FOLLOW THE DREAM (FTD)
A very busy start to 2022 in many ways, and also for us in the Follow The 
Dream Esperance program.

Although we have been faced with many challenges, in particular with the 
impact of COVID-19 on our students and families, tuition continued every afternoon after school so that we 
could support our students the best we could and with minimal disruption. 

Unfortunately, we had to make the decision to provide the support to our Primary school students at an 
alternative site, but we hope to have them back at ESHS next term. 

Our Outreach program has now been extended from not only operating at Leonora DHS, but also at Norseman 
DHS. The support students receive has proven to contribute signifi cantly in areas of attendance, engagement 
and academic outcomes.

We have had our termly Program Operations Group 
meeting to endorse the proposed 2022 opportunities and 
experiences for students in the program. I want to thank 
the Department of Education and Polly Farmer Foundation 
representatives for their support in ‘Empowering Indigenous 
students through education to pursue their aspirations at 
school and beyond’.

Although we were very limited to engage with various 
excursions or camps, but we made the best of an amazing 
opportunity in partnership with our local Aboriginal 
corporation, Tjaltjraak. Students engaged in country 
cultural learning through dance, song and language. 

We are very privileged with the opportunity to have learned from various local and visiting artists and elders. 
A massive thank you to Wanika Close, Annie Dabb, Dr Nan Roma Winmar (Elder in residence at Edith Cowan 
University and Dr of Noongar Language), Professor Clint Bracknell (Noongar ethnomusicologist, songwriter and 
Professor of Indigenous Language at the University of Queensland), Kyle Morrison (Noongar Director, Actor and 
Dancer) and Ebony McGuire (Whadjuk Noongar Actor, Writer and Dancer). 

On-country learning occurred at Twilight Bay and Lake Windabout on Monday. On Tuesday, the presenters also 
ran workshops with staff and students from the ESHS Music department at school. The newly learned skills are 
respectfully appreciated and we are looking forward to the students building on those and demonstrating them 
in performances at school and the wider community.

I want to wish every tutor, student and their families 
a very restful Easter break. Stay safe and may the 
new term bring many more opportunities and 
experiences to follow their dreams!

Mrs Hettie Maree - FTD Program Coordinator

Group photo of FTD Students with their special visitors

FTD Students paying close attention out at Twilight Beach



Highlights
This week the Department of Training and Workforce Development announced that Esperance SHS will 
receive funding to implement the new initiative Year 9 Career Taster Program (CTP) initiative. This is great 
news as I will be able to design and tailor the CTP curriculum program to suit student interests, accommodate 
those who may require additional support to participate in the program and investigate taster opportunities 
based on students’ interests and school capacity. The focus will be on taking students through a process of 
self-discovery and broad exploration of a diverse range of industries and occupations.

At the end of March our Year 11 ATAR students completed their fi rst workshop of Curtin AHEAD’s Study 
Program: Study skills and tips for success. They learnt about SMART goals, visual and auditory memory, what 
their learning style is and the related study techniques, the importance of time management and distributed 
practice for memory consolidation. The second workshop on Wednesday 4th May completes this module 
with the learning focus on student wellbeing. 

What can the CP help all students with right now? 
• Developing a portfolio 
• Devising a resume
• Providing job fi nding strategies and guidance
• Developing Individual Career Pathway Plans
• Provide course counselling support

How/When/Where can students access me as their CP?
This year I am working out of the HASS offi ce. I am available in the Library for student support during Lunch 2 
on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. You can fi nd me in the lounge section. 

Claire Roberts - Career Practitioner

CAREER PRACTITIONER

LIBRARY

We are so pleased to continue our partnership with IGO Ltd. IGO are once again sponsoring our After School 
Study Club. Their generous funding enables us to supply a tasty afternoon tea for students staying for extended 
study time on Tuesdays and Thursdays! Students from any year group are welcome at After School Study.

Read! Read! Read! Everyone is encouraged to read every day. We urge parents to support reading at home. 
Aiming for reading for 30 minutes four times per week is an achievable goal.

Reasons you should read:
• Reading brings us joy
• Reading calms the mind and relaxes the body
• Reading elps improve spelling, grammar and vocabulary
• Reading helps improve general knowledge
• Reading helps develop empathy

Hillary Duffy - Library



YEAR 7 COORDINATOR

Thank you to all the Year 7 students and their families for a wonderful start to the year. 

So far I have seen the Year 7 students making new friendships and keeping old ones too. I acknowledge that 
sometimes friendships can be tricky. Please encourage your child to see me to discuss any worries they may 
have. I always do my best to listen and guide them in a positive direction.

The Tasters have been a hit! It is a joy to see students learning new skills in different environments such as a 
woodwork-shop; sewing room or a science laboratory!

As I have said before I have been impressed by the students maturity and the speed at which they have 
transitioned into high school.

During Week 3 and 4 of Term 2,  the Year 7 students will participate in NAPLAN tests. I highly recommend practising 
some of the tests through the NAPLAN Public Demonstration site: https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/
public-demonstration-site.

Most of all though, stay well and have a restful and happy holiday.  I look forward to seeing you all on Wednesday 
27th April for the start of Term 2. 

Sally McLaren - Year 7 Coordinator

Year 11 and 12 ESHS Students enjoying a tasty afternoon tea provided by IGO Ltd.

L - R: Holly Goodwin, Amber Francis, Hannah Lauritsen, Samuel Jefferies and Brechto Bezuidenhout



YEAR 8 and 9 COORDINATOR

As we hit the end of term, I encourage students to set new short term goals for Term 2 and reiterate the 
importance for students to continue trying their best in all of their classes, and maintain high standards of 
behaviour. As I wandered through the classes and playgrounds, it is evident that most of the students were 
doing this. It has also been a pleasure to witness the positive interaction between students and the motivation 
to participate in and out of class activities. Keep up the great work Year 8 and 9 students!

Year 8/9 Mini Merits
Congratulations to this fortnights Mini Merit draw winners: Alex Field, Mia Moeauri, Bryce O’Neill, Noah 
McKenzie, Isaac Francis, Jordan Emsley, Nate Thomas, Jordan Davies, Archie Stockdale, Kurt Mumford, David 
Clarke and Serena Tassone. When a student receives a Mini Merit they go into the draw to win a $10 voucher 
to either Sportspower, Dome, Innertube Surf Shop, Fenwick Cinemas or Subway. This draw takes place during 
our Year 8 and 9 meetings. Likewise, when they receive 10 mini merits they are awarded a voucher.  

Isolating
If your child is required to isolate, rest assured that there will be work provided. The best and easiest way 
for your child to access work is to log into ‘Connect’ and have a look at each subject’s page, teachers are 
continually updating the work. If you are fi nding it diffi cult due to device availability or internet coverage, I can 
request hard copy work from teachers.

Uniforms
Overall the amount of students wearing correct school uniform is pleasing. However, there are some students 
not adhering to school uniform. More notably, there seems to be an increase in students wearing grey tracksuit 
pants. The only colour pants or shorts permitted as school uniform is black.  

Student Councillors 2022
Congratulations to newly elected Year 8 and 9 Student Councillors. I have great confi dence that these students 
will do their best to contribute positively to the Student Council, making ESHS even better than it already is.

Year 8 Student Councillors (below): Ashley Bracknell, Demi Hunter, Maddison Melville and Neela Marshman

Year 9 Student Councillors (below): Angie Harris, Claire McCrea, Jordan Emsley and Rhiannon Willis.

If you have any questions or concerns about your child please don’t hesitate to get in touch on 9071 9555 or 
brett.b.landers@education.wa.edu.au.

Brett Landers - Year 8 and 9 Coordinator



YEAR 10 COORDINATOR

Student Councillors
Well done to all of the Year 10 students who nominated to become a Student Councillor. The new 2022 Year 
10 Student Councillors are Tyler Hawkins, Isobel Shelton, Emmalee Wood and Dylan Walker, congratulations!

Future Options 
This Term at our year meetings, Mr Poole and I have made a focus on goal setting and thinking about future 
options. Thank you to the Year 10 students who completed their “Year 10 Passport” and handed it in to me.

On the school’s Internet page, in the section headed ‘Student Information’, there is an area titled ‘Careers and 
Further Study’. Here, parents/carers and students can fi nd links to over 70 websites that offer information 
on topics such as further study options (e.g. University and TAFEWA), employment, specifi c careers and 
apprenticeships and traineeships. There are also links to school documents regarding lower school options, 
upper school pathways and templates for resumes and cover letters. It is never too early for students to be 
thinking about what options they might like to have when it comes time to leave school.

Progress Reports
Interim Progress Reports were emailed out on for all students on the 29th March. With the parent/teacher night 
cancelled, I encourage all parents and carers to take the opportunity to contact their child’s teacher (phone or 
email) and discuss their progress.

Students who are wanting to attend the Careers Camp in Term 3 are reminded that this is based on their 
Semester 1 results, and are encouraged to refl ect on their Progress Report and make improvements where 
possible.

If you have any concerns or issues regarding your child’s schooling, please contact me on 9071 9555, or by 
emailing kerryn.plecas@education.wa.edu.au.

Kerryn Plecas - Year 10 Coordinator

Year 10 Student Councillors L - R: Tyler Hawkins, Isobel Shelton, Emmalee Wood and Dylan Walker.



YEAR 11 COORDINATOR

Well done to all the Year 11 students on a very smooth start to the year. At a recent year meeting, I pointed 
out to the students that being in Upper School meant that there is an expectation that they would be taking 
a greater level of responsibility for their learning. As an example, students should be ensuring that they are on 
top of any assessments that they have coming up, and they should be sure to seek clarifi cation on things that 
they didn’t understand in class. If students are going to be away they need to inform their teachers so they can 
keep up to date with their work.

Study Skills Session
On Wednesday 16th March, the Year 11 ATAR Private Study 
students participated in an online study skills session 
presented by Lauren from Curtin Ahead. The main points 
Lauren addressed were knowing how you prefer to learn, 
the importance of goal setting, and the difference between 
homework and study. The last activity involved students 
creating a weekly timetable to plan their time to include a 
variety of balanced activities: work, socialising, homework, 
study, and sport. Students will have another session on 
wellbeing next term. Thank you to Ms Roberts for organising 
the sessions.

Student Council
Thank you to all the students who nominated for the 2022 Student Council. Congratulations to Toby Gerschwitz, 
Keanu Ngapo, Milania Paniora and Curtis Mayfi eld who have been elected to represent the Year 11 cohort.

ESHS School Ball - Saturday 10th September
Attending the Ball is a privilege, and every year there are some expectations around what's required from those 
students who plan to attend. It's important that you are all aware of these expectations now.

Students cannot attend if between now and then they get suspended, receives 3 uniform infractions, or have 
less than 80% attendance (you will need a contract with Mr Duffy to improve attendance).

Workplace Learning 
During Week 8, many Year 11 students (non-ATAR) took the opportunity to complete work experience for the 
week. This is essential for some certifi cate courses and provides a valuable insight into different jobs and what 
they entail. Just a reminder, if your child does not attend workplace learning, school classes still continue, so 
they need to attend school as normal. 

If you have any concerns or issues regarding your child’s schooling, please contact me on 9071 9590 or by 
emailing samantha.higgins2@education.wa.edu.au.

Sam Higgins - Year 11 Coordinator

Example of a revision timetable

Students taking a quick quiz to determine their preferred learning styleYear 11 Student Councillors L - R: Curtis Mayfield, Milania Paniora and Keanu Ngapo. 

(Absent: Toby Gerschwitz)



YEAR 12 COORDINATOR

Congratulations to all the Year 12 students who have stepped up to the expectations and settled into their fi nal 
year of schooling. All students should have now received their Progress Reports and should know how they are 
tracking for a WACE graduation. 
Requirements to obtain your WACE:
• 14 C Grades (6 need to be from Year 12)
• Pass all 3 x OLNA Tests (Writing, Reading and Numeracy)
• Study 4 English units across Year 11 and 12

I have encouraged all student to see me to check how many Cs they already have, and how many more they 
require. If parents have any questions or concerns please contact me fi rst thing next term.

Our career practitioner Claire Roberts will be running an information session on how to apply for early offers 
at university on the fi rst Wednesday back next term, This session will be held in the Library period 5, during 
the half unit private study session. All students who are university aspirant should attend. More information 
can be found on Connect.

Important Term 2 Dates
ATAR Semester 1 Exams - Term 2, Week 5 and 6 (Thurs 26th May to Fri 3rd June)
Timetables will be shared on Connect once released

EST Exams - Term 2, Week 2, 3 and 4 (Thursday 5th May to Tuesday 17th May)

All student should be spending time preparing for these exams. ATAR students should now have good study 
habits and a study timetable that they are committing to. We want you all to achieve your personal best, but 
that takes commitment and effort from you!

2022 ESHS School Ball
As Miss Higgins stated in the Year 11 Coordinators Report, it is a privilege to attend the school ball. If Year 12 
students don’t meet those same expectations required of the Year 11 students, you also will not be allowed to 
attend.

If you are concerned that you may be at risk of not meeting the requirements, please come and see me as 
soon as possible, and I can support you!

Have a fun and safe holiday.

Amanda Moeauri – Year 12 Coordinator


