
 

 

17.09.2021 

Dear Parents & Guardians,   

I am writing to inform you of some very sad news that Elijah Gordon passed away 
yesterday evening. Elijah was a student at Esperance Senior High School until the 
beginning of this year. Some of you may also be aware that Elijah is the son of one of our 
staff members and sibling of two of our current students. Our sincere condolences are with 
his family and friends at this difficult time.  

You may be concerned about your child’s reaction and response to this news. Our school 
will be concentrating on supporting our students and staff over the next days and weeks. 
This means, among other things, returning the school to normal routines as soon as possible 
and recognising that students can be affected by this in different ways.  

Students may wish to talk with you, so you might find the following links useful to support 
your child. I also encourage you to let your child know that you will listen to their concerns 
at any time they wish to share them. Staying connected and engaged with your child is one 
of the best ways to support them. 

Outside of school hours there are a range of support services available for both 
parents/carers and students. These include: 

• headspace centres provide support, information and advice to young people aged 12 to 
25 – www.headspace.org.au   

• eheadspace provides online counselling and telephone support to young people aged 
12 to 25 – www.eheadspace.org.au 1800 650 890 

• Kids Helpline is a 24-hour telephone and online counselling service for young people 
aged 5 to 25 – www.kidshelpline.com.au  1800 55 1800 

• Lifeline is a 24-hour telephone counselling service – www.lifeline.org.au - 13 11 14 
• Samaritans Crisis Line offers 24/7 crisis support – 13 52 47 
• Suicide Call Back Service - 1300 659 467 www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au  

It is important to monitor your child’s social media use. If you or your child notices rumours 
or misinformation, I encourage you to inform a member of our school support team to ask 
your child to refrain from adding to the discussion.   If you become aware of comments 
from other people indicating that someone wants to hurt themselves, please seek 
immediate help either through the school or via emergency services. 

If we identify any concerns about your child, our staff will make contact with you. If your 
child is already using the services of a mental health professional, you should ensure this 
information is passed onto them.  As always, if you have any concerns about your child 
please don’t hesitate to contact the school on 9071 9555. 

 

http://www.headspace.org.au/
http://www.eheadspace.org.au/
http://www.kidshelpline.com.au/
http://www.lifeline.org.au/
http://www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au/


 

 

 

I thank you for your support of the school community during this sad time and acknowledge 
the support you are already providing to each other.  

Yours sincerely,  

Ian Masarei, 

 
Principal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


