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SHINING BRIGHT 
We are happy to announce our Term 1 Shining 
Bright winners — for 90 percent or above 
attendance — are Mikeyiah Bennell, Talisha 
Dempster, Ruby Dowling Chloe Gidgup, Adriana 
Graham, Tajaeiah Graham, Jody Greatz, Alicia 
Linden, Zakia McKenzie, Georgina Shultz, Layla 
Shultz, and Kyeesha Taylor. Due to COVID-19, we 
were unable to run our planned Shining Bright 
Awards lunch and reward day. Winners instead 
were able to choose from our gorgeous Girls 
Academy merchandise, including shirts, hats or 
a beanie. Congratulations girls — you are deadly 
role models in our Academy.

IN THIS TOGETHER
To acknowledge and celebrate National 
Reconciliation Week, Year 9 and 10 students 
created a timeline of significant events in 
Aboriginal history and used this, as well as 
posters created by students at Esperance Senior 
High School, to set up a library display. Academy 
members also made purple felt Sorry Day badges 
to commemorate National Sorry Day. Based on 
the native hibiscus flowers that represent the 
resilience and survival of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, the badges were given to 
all teachers, who were invited to wear them to 
show their support and share the steps towards 
healing for the Stolen Generations, their families 
and communities. Girls Academy students also 
set up an activity table at lunch and invited other 
students to come and create a badge of their 
own. It was really rewarding for the students to 
see teachers wearing the badges they made and 
listen to the conversations they were having with 
other students in the school, as they answered 
questions about the badges and the reason for 
Sorry Day.



SPECIAL MEETING
The Governor-General, His Excellency David Hurley, 
was full of praise for Girls Academy during a Zoom 
conversation rich in personal stories, and alive with 
the spirit of reconciliation. Held as part of National 
Reconciliation Week, the meeting brought together 
people from around the country to talk about what 
reconciliation means to them and the impact of 
COVID-19. As Girls Academy staff and students  
shared their thoughts with the Governor-General 
and his wife, Her Excellency Mrs Linda Hurley, 
common themes quickly emerged. Zakia McKenzie, 
a Year 10 student from Esperance Girls Academy, 
said Reconciliation Week was about her ancestors 
being recognised in the same way as non-Indigenous 
people. “Also raising awareness about their stories. 
With them sharing their experiences and stories 
through Reconciliation Week and other historical 
events … you show a lot of empathy, you can 
acknowledge what they’ve gone through, and how 

our culture is still here today and how we can be, 
in the theme, in this together.”  Esperance Girls 
Academy program manager Anna Bonney believed 
Girls Academy had a big part to play in reconciliation, 
building a bridge between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people. “We’re really remote and a lot 
of people haven’t got understanding, our culture’s 
not strong here, and we don’t have a lot of Elders,” 
she said. “So I feel like we have a massive role at 
Girls Academy at our high school to help create 
those opportunities. Just this week we did Sorry Day 
badges and lots of students came and all teachers 
wore one and there were lots of conversations and 
lots of questions. It’s just about learning, learning 
everybody’s journey, everybody’s story and having  
the empathy and understanding.” We are so proud 
that Anna and Zakia were chosen to represent WA 
Academies — they are true leaders and role models!



STUDENT LEADER 
Earlier this year, Alidea Stack was elected to 
represent Esperance Senior High School as a 
student councillor. Congratulations Alidea — you 
are a true leader for all of the girls.

ART THERAPY
Year 8 students enjoyed a workshop with Pauline 
and Suzie Bonney, from Karnpi Designs, as part 
of Act Belong Commit’s Resilience for Youth 
Through Arts program. Pauline and Suzie have 
one more workshop to deliver this term, so that 
the students can complete their artworks. We are 
looking forward to the exhibition.



UPCOMING EVENTS
26 June 

26 June 

26 June 

Pancake breakfast day 

Shining Bright awards lunch 

Shining Bright reward day

29 June – 2 July    NAIDOC lunch activity

Term 3 
21 July 

18 Aug 

Term 3 starts

NAIDOC assembly at Esperance Senior 
High School

Tuesday lunch:  Games day — come try your 
hand at UNO, Spoons or ping pong. 

Thursday lunch: Rewards lunch for all those who 
attended FTD or WIO study sessions (at Clontarf).

Thursday lunch: Seniors lunch for our 
hardworking Year 11 and 12 students (Academy 
room).

Friday Feed: For all those with attendance of 90 
percent and above — enjoy a delicious lunch in 
the Academy room. (Anna and Michelle are open 
to meal suggestions!)

Just a reminder, girls, that every Wednesday 
after school is our Winning in Overtime (WIO) 
homework club. This is a great time to get some 
help studying for that upcoming test or to go 
over any work you are having trouble with in 
class. Everyone is welcome and there are always 
teachers there to help. And remember … anyone 
who comes gets to enjoy the reward lunch at 
Clontarf the following day. Follow the Dream 
(FTD) is also back up and running, Monday to 
Thursday afternoons.STUDY  

SESSIONS

WEEKLY 
TIMETABLE




