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COVID-19 ADVICE
As part of our COVID-19 response, Girls Academy is working closely with schools and key stakeholders in each 
state and territory to ensure we continue to support the girls in our program.

Even if schools close for an indefinite period, we have put in place some strategies to provide the girls with 
ongoing remote support, issue management and regular check-ins.

Our students’ health and wellbeing remain a priority and we will be doing everything we can to ensure they are 
supported, even if the nature of that support looks a little different in the months ahead. 

We understand that COVID-19 is creating challenges for everyone. Rest assured, we are here for the long haul.

WELCOME PARTY
Students had a ball at Esperance Girls Academy's 
overnight induction. After a parent information 
session, the girls played human target archery, 
and competition was fierce! They enjoyed a 
team dinner before snuggling into beds on the 
gym mats to watch a local dreamtime story, 
Mandaboornap Puppet Performance, which stars 
several Girls Academy students. The following 
day we started with a big cooked breakfast ahead 
of some group activities. One group worked on 
individual canvases that will be put together for 
a big display for NAIDOC Week — and there are 
some very talented artists among them! The 
other group completed a workshop based on 
Girls Academy values: Leadership, Connection, 
Empowerment, Resilience and Respect. The girls 
did themselves proud, standing up in front of 
their peers to talk about the values. The induction 
finished with a game of Human Hungry Hippos 
— a joy-filled way to cap off a great program. 
Congratulations to the students awarded 
certificates for demonstrating Girls Academy 
values: Sarah-May Douglas (Connection); 
Kyeesha Taylor (Empowerment); Zakia McKenzie 
(Leadership); Ariana Wyatt (Resilience) and Nicolie 
Thomas (Respect).



FOOTY FEVER
On Friday 28 March, 12 Esperance Girls Academy 
members travelled to Perth to compete in 
the Kirby Bentley Football Carnival. This event 
is a nine-a-side round robin tournament for 
Aboriginal girls aged 13 to 15. Esperance girls 
teamed up with girls from Laverton to form a 
Goldfields team coached by Lauren Seelander 
and Anna Bonney. The girls played fiercely 
and competed against teams from the South 
West, Metro and Wheatbelt areas.  Thank you 
to Gemma Harrison, the regional manager 
of the West Australian Football Commission, 
who supported Esperance Girls Academy’s 
involvement in this event. The girls ran water for 
the Goldfields boys team on Sunday during their 
carnival, then cooled down on the waterslides at 
Cockburn Arc. Well done to all the competitors. 

CELEBRATING WOMEN
On Monday 9 March, Esperance Girls Academy 
hosted a Strong Women Panel to celebrate 
International Women’s Day. Guest speakers 
Jennell Reynolds, Senior Constable Lucy 
Greenlees and Pauline Bonney spoke about 
their lives and the importance of valuing and 
recognising the achievements of women 
around the world. This event was planned and 
coordinated by Year 9 and 10 students, with 
Nicolie Thomas giving an Acknowledgement of 
Country. Staff, students and community members 
then enjoyed a shared lunch. Thank you to 
everyone who supported this Girls Academy 
event.



UNDER THE SEA
On Friday 13 March, 10 students had the 
opportunity to have a tour on HMAS Farncomb, 
a navy submarine which called into port in 
Esperance. Lieutenant Gus Williams took the girls 
on a guided tour through the sub and explained 
what life was like living and working beneath the 
sea. We had a look through the periscope, saw 
what it was like to sleep under a torpedo and 
went up and down about a million ladders! Thank 
you to all the Navy staff who participated in 
giving our girls this once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
We also had a special guest on excursion — 
Esperance Senior High School principal Ian 
Masarei.

HAVING A BALL
Academy students joined an epic basketball 
tournament with Esperance Senior High School 
staff, Clontarf, and Esperance police officers 
on Wednesday 26 February in the school 
gymnasium. The event was a round robin event 
with mixed teams. The team from Bega cooked 
burgers with some of our girls to provide a 
feed for everyone after the games. The aim of 
this initiative was to establish and build strong 
relationships while having some fun. It was a 
great occasion. Thank you to Mia Z for organising 
and to all the students who participated.


