
 

This week’s News – Week 10, term 2

 

CANTEEN - The canteen will be closed on Thursday and Friday 
next week- ENSURE YOU BRING YOUR LUNCH TO SCHOOL. 

 
NEW ZEALAND TOUR 2016 - There are still places available for 
next year’s tour of the South Island of New Zealand. Highlights 
include skiing/snowboarding, helicopter flight, glacier walks, the 
Cadbury Chocolate factory and a Maori hungi. (Boys, you will even 
learn the Haka!)  It would be great to have a mix of year groups 
(Year 9s to 12s in 2016) and genders. See Mr Snow for details as 
soon as possible. 
 
YEAR 10 STUDENTS WHO ARE CONSIDERING THE ATAR 
PATHWAY FOR UPPER SCHOOL – but missed Wednesday’s 
meeting, need to see Mr Poole ASAP for an ‘Expression of 
Interest’ form. 
 
YEAR 10 FASHION STUDENTS If you are entering the Wool 4 
School competition then your entry needs to be uploaded by July 
23. This includes the mood board, illustrations and creative 
statement.             Mrs Chambers 
 
APEX AUSTRALIA TEENAGE FASHION AWARDS Years 7 -12  
If you missed last week’s meeting and require entry forms for the 
Esperance heat of the AATFAs, please see Mrs Chambers in room 
20. 
 
ESPERANCE INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY HOLIDAY PROGRAM – 
MENTORS NEEDED The Education Support Centre is seeking 
mentors for the holiday program. Mentors are paired with a student 
from the Education Support Centre. The mentor meets their 
partner at one or more holiday activities to provide friendship and 
support. Activities include Squash, Flashmob Dance, Brick Club, 
Table Tennis and Badminton. Please see Ms Reed or Mr 
Rodericks for more information (front office). 
 
 

Weekly Notices

Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers 
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Special points of 
interest 

 
 

26th June 

Year 7/8/9/10 
Semester 1 reports 
issued to students  

 
28th June – 3rd July 

Country Week  
 

3rd July 
Term 2 finishes  
 

6th – 10th July 
TEE Revision 
Course in Perth   
 

20th July 

School Development 
Day (students do not 
attend)  

 

21st July 

Term 3 commences 
for students 
 

27th – 31st July 
Year 10 Exams 
 
Maggie Dent 
Workshop at the 
Civic Centre 7pm 

 
5th August 

Year 10 Pathway 
Parent Night at the 
Civic Centre 

 
20th August 

Rural Skills Parent 
Night 

 
21st August 

Music Festival 
commences 

 
28th August 

School 
Development Day 
(students do not 
attend) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Final Newsletter for Term 2 
 

As term 2 is coming to an end, this is the final newsletter for this term. 
The next Newsletter will be in Week 2 Term 3. 
 

All students should have received their semester one report by this Friday. Years 7-10 students are being 
handed their reports this Friday, while year 11 and 12 students were handed theirs last Friday.  
 

If you wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s report, please contact the relevant Year Coordinator as a 
starting point.  If you have not yet received your child’s report, ask them for the report, or, alternatively, 
contact the front office for collection. 
 

Thank you everyone for a great Semester 1 
 

I would like to thank all staff, teaching and non-teaching, for the hard work and commitment they have 
displayed this semester; and thank everyone for rising to the challenge of a fast-paced semester, with 
many events going on.  
 

I also acknowledge our Independent Public School Board members: Robin Davis (Chair) Niki Curtis, 
Brendan Nicholas, Melanie Hart, Bev Drabik (P&C representative), Matthew Lovejoy, Wendy Norris, Lois 
Saunders, student representatives Melissa Schutz and Jemma Ward, and executive officer Phil Reading 
for all their hard work and commitment.  
 

A huge thank you as well to our parent/carers for your support this year; to the sensational local 
community for supporting our school in so many ways, not least of all in the field of workplace learning 
and work experience; and, of course, to our great students from our head girl and head boy and student 
councillors down to all our students, who, in so many ways have been a joy to have in our school. 
 

‘Our School is a Star’ indeed - so please go on the website through this link http://ourschoolsastar.com/ 
and vote for ESHS.  Well done and congratulations to the following students who themselves created the 
video response to the ‘Our School is a Star’ competition. 
Director – Joe Quinlivan  
Production Team – Jasmine Peucker, Claudia Hodges, Charlie Cope, Trent McDonald and Emma 
Thomason. 
 

Administration Changes 
 

For the rest of the year I will be on leave. The very capable Mr Ken Duffy will be Principal once again, 
following his (and Mrs Duffy’s) leave this semester. Mr Clifton (and Mrs Clifton) will be on leave for the 
first half of term 3, with Mr Phil Reading stepping into the deputy principal’s role during that time. Our 
‘constant’ deputy principal this year, Mr Paul Jefferies, will continue in this role for the remainder of the 
year. 
 

Speaking of leave, we also wish Devana Kempton in the Front Office and Janet Graham in the library 
best wishes for their leave next term, and welcome Kylie Beaver into the school officer’s position and Kelli 
Stokes into the library in their place. 
 

Finally in administration, we give a special farewell to our Student Services Coordinator, Mr Brett Kipling, 
who has been a great asset to the school for the last three terms. Mr Kipling has great empathy for, and 
understanding of, students and their challenges, and has helped so many of them build resiliency or take 
the next step to solving a particular problem. We wish Mr Kipling well in his new job as Lead School 
Psychologist in the Goldfields region from the start of next term, and know he will still have a strong 
connection through that role with our school.  
 

Mr Gareth Postans will be our new Student Services Manager from next term and we welcome him back 
into this role. 



Other Staff Movements  
 

We also farewell and thank Terry Steilow (mathematics), Emma Starcevich (music) and Holly Morrissey 
(student teacher) who will be leaving us at the end of this term. Thank you also to Mrs Sarah Day who 
has been overseeing the Arts faculty this term while Mrs Sarah Baden-Powell has been on leave. We 
welcome back Mrs Baden-Powell in term 3. 
 

50th Year Celebrations – 10th September 2016 
 

Next year Esperance Senior High School celebrates its 50th Birthday!  The ‘party’ is being planned for 
Saturday September 10th 2016 at the school.  Students and parents, past, present and future, are invited 
to our planned Celebrations.  You can find out more about our plans by accessing the planning 
committee’s Facebook page at Esperance Senior High School - 50 year celebrations 2016  
https://www.facebook.com/ESHS50yearcelebrations?fref=ts  Many past students are already planning 
class reunions on this day!  
 
Brain Bee State Finals 
 

Congratulations to Mrs Muller, Mrs Maree and our year 10 super scientists who have performed 
outstandingly at the Brain Bee State finals this week in Perth: Riley Matthews, Katelyn Dillon, Rebekah 
Norris and Brendan Palmer. 
The students excelled in the competition, coming 4th out of 19 participating schools, with ESHS and 
Shenton College the only public schools to survive through all four rounds of the finals competition. Well 
done, Brain Bees on this superlative achievement and on flying the Esperance flag once again at a state 
level. 
 

 
 
Bush Rangers Cadets 
 

The environmentalists in our school, the ever hard-working Bush Rangers Cadets, last week pulled on 
their boots and uniforms to help preserve the pristine environment, this time around the Thomas River 
area. Activities undertaken by the Cadets included trimming the Len Otte Walk Trail, picking up rubbish 
left by other campers, learning how to build a camp fire, fishing, and learning about native wildlife, 
introduced pests and the human impacts on the natural environment.  
 

A big thank you to the staff and parent/community helpers, Mr Snow, Mrs Wardle (volunteer), Mrs 
English, Mr English (volunteer), and Mr O’Sullivan (parent helper), and to the Bush Rangers, for their 
dedication and commitment to the cause. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brendan Palmer, Riley Matthews, Katelyn Dillon, Rebekah Norris at the Brain Bee State finals 

The Bush Ranger Cadets at the Thomas River Camp 



Clontarf’s South East Academy Development Camp 
 
This week the Clontarf students are in Perth on their term 2 camp that rewards students for being a strong 
part of the Clontarf community and meeting set goals. Thank you to Mr Davis, Mr Wyatt and Mr Duffy for 
taking the 12 boys on the camp and making it a wonderful experience for the students. “Go the Dockers!” 
 
Junior Tipper in the West Australian 
 
Speaking of football, Tyler Piggott has been selected as the Junior Tipper in The 
West Australian’s PreGame liftout for this weekend! 
Tyler was selected by Mrs Moeauri from her year 8 general math’s class, as he is a 
very keen footy fan, and always well behaved. 
Please check out Tyler’s Tipping in THIS THURSDAY’S paper – along with all the 
celebrities in the double colour liftout! 
 
Another Highlight of the School Year – Country Week 
 
Yes, it’s that time of year again! The biggest contingent of students ever – all 140 of them – are off to 
Country Week in Perth this Sunday. A huge thank you to the students for the dedication they have 
already shown in the many hours of training they have undertaken in term one and two; to the 
parents/carers who have supported their children during this preparation time and ensured all is in order 
for Sunday’s departure; and to all the coaches, whose commitment over this time frame has been 
outstanding. 
 
Congratulations also to the Country Week Captains, Rebecca Staunton and Liam O’Callaghan, whose 
leadership and team skills will be a great asset to the whole team. Have a fantastic week, students and 
coaches! 
 
The teams competing this year are illustrated below. You are able to track their progress each evening as 
the week unfolds. All photos for each day will be loaded up onto the Esperance Communications Face 
Book Site or at www.schoolsportwa.com.au 
 

Team Grade Coach 
Netball B Lesa Blackham 
AFL B Sentana Wyatt, Glen Symonds, Brett Landers
Boys Volleyball B Peter Turner 
Girls Volleyball A Geoff Poole 
Boys Basketball B Steve Wolfenden 
Girls Basketball B Mia Zivillica 
Boys Soccer B Joe Bezuidenhout 
Girls Soccer B Kerryn Phillips 
Touch Rugby A Gareth Postans 
Dance A Renee Passell 
Boys Hockey B Dave Green 
Girls Hockey B Justine McDonald 
   
Coordinator  Matt Lovejoy 
 
 

Year 11 and 12 Program During Country Week  
In order to enable Country Week to take place, the year 11 and 12 timetable is collapsed. Teachers have 
provided all ATAR upper school students (including those going to Country Week) with a Work Pack that 
equates to a week’s worth of work. 
 

Year 11 and 12 ATAR students not at Country Week will be required to attend school in the last week of 
term, reporting each morning to room 27 to sign the register. They will then be able to attend classes with 
any of their teachers available, providing this has been organised with their teacher. ATAR students must 
report back to room 27 at the start of each lesson, to register their presence. 
 

The VET students will either be on ‘block release’ for work placement for the week, or can arrange their 
own work placement if agreed to by their employer and their VET teacher. 

Tyler Piggott 



VET students on site also need to go to Room 27 to sign in the register at the start of the day. If VET 
students have not organised a workplacement for the week or are not on ‘block release’ for the week, 
they need to remain in room 27 to complete any unfinished work, thus helping them to achieve to their 
best standard. 
 

Lost Property 
 

Parents, how many of your children have lost a school jumper this year?  Students warm up during the 
day or by playing sport at lunchtime, then forget to collect their jumper they have removed. We are 
holding a large number for collection (ask our Chaplain, Jake). Please can you put your child’s name 
on their jumper; it could be an expensive exercise otherwise! 
 

Term 3 Calendar 
 

The Term 3 Calendar of Events is included in this Newsletter for your information. 
 

TEE Consultants Revision Course 
 

Best wishes to all year 12 ATAR students attending the TEE revision courses to be held at the University 
of WA during the first week of the July school holidays. Whilst this is not a school excursion, the 25 year 
12 students attending will still be representing the town of Esperance and, as always, I know our students 
will leave a great impression on UWA and Trinity College where the students are staying. 
 

Students will not only pick up some excellent revision and study tips, they will also experience a week in 
the life of a ‘uni’ student and a ‘College’ student. Previous year 12 ATAR students have commented on 
the usefulness of this week as they headed into their final term of school work, and the downhill run to the 
WACE exams starting in the first week of November. 
 

OTHER STUDY AND REVISION TIPS  
 

With exam time both just past and looming, you may also like to access the previously–sent out Top Tips 
for Exam Preparation document on Key Words, attached. As well, have a look at the Examiners’ Reports 
from the 2014 WACE exams on the School Curriculum and Standards Authority website: 
http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au under Publications, then Past WACE exams.  There is a common thread 
running through the examiners’ reports that indicates many students would achieve higher marks if they 
had correctly responded to the key words in the question; in other words, answered the set question!  
Trying to fit a pre-prepared answer into the set question very often misses the mark when candidates 
can’t relate their answer to the actual question being asked. 
 

For example, a compare and contrast question means just that - compare and contrast the topic under 
consideration. If only one of these key words is responded to, 50% of the marks for the question are 
automatically lost. Key words like analyse, investigate, assess, evaluate, justify or synthesise require a 
higher order of thinking response than such key words like outline, show, define, list, recount or describe. 
 

Further Study Support – YourTutor.com.au 
 

For those parents who joined the YourTutor.com.au online study program, please note that your online 
study program allowance time is quite significantly under–utilised. With the business end of study and 
exams fast approaching for upper school ATAR students, or prospective ATAR students in lower school, 
then YourTutor not only can help with content area questions (mathematics, science and English being 
the most common areas for support accessed), but also with exam revision, essay writing, assignment 
research and study skills preparation. This service is included in the program.  
 

Life After Year 12 – Careers Breakfast 
 

A big thank you to Mr Poole who has organised the special Year 12 Careers Breakfast Seminar at which 
past students or other local employees attend and share their life-after-school career experiences with the 
year 12s. Recently, Renee Reid, Justin Taubman, Ryan Norris, Kristin McFarlane and Eve Cooper 
attended the breakfast and gave some great insight into such careers as teaching, psychology, 
pharmacist, journalist and chiropractor.  A second seminar will be held in term 3. 
 

Maggie Dent Resiliency Seminar 
 

A reminder to lock in this date. Maggie Dent will be speaking on Resiliency for Teens, a community 
workshop for parents and teachers at the Civic Centre on Monday 27th July, commencing at 7pm. The 
cost is $30. Maggie Dent is an outstanding presenter and really ‘gets’ teenagers! She is always worth 
listening to. 



Write a Book in a Day for Cancer Research 
 
Five teams of clever and creative students from Esperance Senior High School worked 12 hours straight 
last week to ‘write-a-book-in-a-day’ and raise money for Kids Cancer Research.  
Their marathon effort from 8am to 8pm on Friday 19th June resulted in the books being donated to 
Princess Margaret Children’s Hospital, with a total of $1300 being raised. 
 

Each group received different parameters to guide their creativity. They needed to produce 4000 words 
minimum on their allocated topic, with allocated characters and the added challenge of including 
prescribed key words raising the level of complexity of the task. 
 

The prescribed topics for the stories were: a family reunion; a magic whistle; charity begins at home; an 
unexpected party; and the desire to fly. 
 

Despite a malfunction with the colour printer close to deadline, the students managed to digitally send 
their books and bind them by the 8pm deadline. 
 

Thirty-seven students participated in the challenge, taking on roles as writers, illustrators and researchers. 
 

A huge thank you to the coordinator, Mrs Lois Saunders and to Mrs Jazmin Parker and Mrs Vicki Morris 
for lending their IT expertise to help students meet the deadline. 
 

     
  

 
Outstanding Student Work 
 
Students (and parents) are encouraged to view the eye-catching Home Economics display of work in the 
Library (thanks to Mrs Bingham for setting this up), and the amazing artwork now on display in the Art 
Foyer (from 3pm onwards after school over this next week). Well done, students and staff. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
UWA Visit 
 
This Monday Melissa Kirkham and Dr Ciara Rawnsley from the ARC Centre for Excellence for the History 
of Emotions visited the high school from UWA.   They provided workshops for the year 8s on the Black 
Death (to fit in with their HASS curriculum); the Renaissance period and specifically Renaissance 
Portraiture for our year 10s (which slots in nicely with their viewing curriculum and literary eras); and an 
intense Shakespeare experience for the year 11 Literature students. Dr Rawnsley studied her PHD in 
Shakespeare’s use of folk and fairy tales and was a font of knowledge on all things Shakespeare and the 
Elizabethan period.  Miss Kirkham devised fun activities for further understanding and, along with all the 
visitors, provided and inspiring atmosphere in the classroom. 

Aidan McIlroy and Danielle Clarke Annie Flood and Estella Starcevich Chris Maxwell and Sam Butcher 

Art teacher, Mr Henson, with 
some of his students’ art work 

Some of the wonderful Home 
Economics display of students’ 

work in the library 



Poet Visit by John Budiselik 
 
John is an Australian ex-farmer who has been captivated by the beauty of our land. He has published 
poetry about the Esperance region and has developed strategies and mnemonics to improve vocabulary 
and further develop imagery and rhyme. John visited some English classes this week, using his guitar 
and song to inspire students to start creating their own poems.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
Rewards Day 
 
Congratulations to the eighty year 7 to 10 students who recently were rewarded for their consistently 
great work ethic and excellent behavior during this semester.  The students were nominated by their 
teachers, and those with the most nominations were treated to lunch and a movie this week.  Well done, 
the eighty students involved – and to the many other students who were not that far behind. 
 
A Parent’s Guide to Internet Safety For Your Children 
 
The Australian Government has set up an online safety program called NetAlert to help protect Australian 
families online. 
 
NetAlert offers a range of advice, explanations, handy tips, online resources and educational material free 
of charge, to help parents understand the complex world of the internet and assist their children to 
become internet-safety aware. 
 
The NetAlert Guide for Parents is an informative document and worth exploring with your children so they 
understand the safety aspects of internet usage. Please click here to view this guide.   NetAlert 
 
 
Festival of the Wind’s Art to Wear Workshop 
       (from Christine Smith) 
 
Date: Sunday 28 June, 2015 
Time: 2pm-4pm 
Venue: Cannery Arts Centre 
Guest Designer: Samara Clark 

Samara Clark will be available to help interested students (and adults) with designing their wearable art, 
for the Festival of the Wind display and fashion parade.  Participants will view different techniques and 
explore a range of media and materials that can be used to construct any wearable art. Samara has 
experience as a seamstress and can assist participants with taking measurements to make a garment to 
size.  

At the workshop, details will be shared about what is Art to Wear, the theme for Art to Wear 2015, and the 
entry guidelines and entry categories for this year’s competition. It will also be a great opportunity to chat 
with other entrants and help develop your ideas about what you are going to make. 

John singing to Jemma Anthony, Tayla Walker, 
Emma Barz, Hannah Bridges, Cameron Irvin and 

Dakota Martin in poetry 

John helping Rebecca Maher, Kerri-Anne 
Barlow and Chelsea Steddy, to create their 
poems 

John instructing Benjamin 
Maxwell, Tayla Scholz and 
Osheana Cooper in the art of 
writing poetry 



Back to France Week 

 
All things French will be on show around town from Sunday 12th July to Friday 17th July. The French 
theme celebrates Esperance’s past historical link with France and its twin town association with Saint-
Martin-de-Ré since 1988. Some of the French themes will include a bike race, the Tour d’ Esperance; 
French markets; a French theme at the Museum; food tasting with a French flavour; a shop window 
competition; and a French film (with sub-titles) at the Bijou Theatre.  
 
Enjoy the spirit of France during this second week of the school holidays and check out the poster 
attached for further information. 
 
Au revoir! 
 



 

 

The year 12 reports were issued last week. It was great to see so many of you doing well. 
Congratulations! If your report is not what you had hoped for, now is the time to take action. This 
should highlight the importance of using the next 11 weeks to study hard, revise the course 
content and meet with your teachers on a regular basis, to give yourself the best opportunity to 
succeed by the end of the year. You should be aiming to be working harder and getting better 
results as the year progresses. Speak to me if you need help getting yourself motivated and 
organised. For those students not on Country Week, this is the ideal time to catch up with your 
school work and study so that you are not left in a panic during your last term at school. 

ATAR students can expect to receive an updated ATAR prediction, based on the first semester 
results, at the start of next term. Hopefully, it is even better than your previous scores from last 
year. If it is not what you had been hoping for, remember you still have a large percentage of your 
marks to be allocated before the end of the year. Ultimately, the WACE exams in November will 
be very important in calculating your final ATAR.  

During term 3, I will also be asking for parent volunteers who would like to help plan the end of 
year celebrations for our graduating students. Last year’s parents organised a dinner party at the 
Civic Centre after the graduation ceremony and put in a lot of hard work setting up, designing, 
producing and purchasing goods for the event. Without the help of those parents, the graduation 
‘party’ would not have gone ahead.  If you would like to be a part of the planning committee for 
2015, please contact me at the start of next term. 

I would like to wish the students attending the UWA revision courses during the school holidays 
all the best. I hope it motivates you to keep the study going. 

Usually I would end by wishing all our students a happy holiday.  However, at this time of the 
year I would hope all of our year 12 students would also be spending some of the holidays 
revising, catching up on work and planning for their future after school has finished. Although 
students will not be at school, I would still expect school work to be taking place so students can 
achieve their best.  

If you have any concerns whatsoever regarding your child’s year 12 studies, then please feel free 
to contact me at the school on 90719555 or by emailing peter.turner@education.wa.edu.au 
 
 
 
Peter Turner  
Year 12 Coordinator 

 
 

 



TOP TIPS FOR EXAM PREPARATION 

Where to start? What to do? 

A few practical tips to aid your preparation for your first exams! 

 
1. The week before… 

Make sure that you know where and when your exams are. Check out your exam timetable for 
times and the address of where your exams are (generally held at the Seventh Day Adventist 
Hall in Foy Street). If you aren’t sure…ASK! 
 

2. The revision plan… 
Should be well and truly in place by now. Check your exam timetable for when your exams are. 
Plan a study guide around your exams. You should be revising regularly by now, so there should 
be no stress! If you aren’t revising…START NOW! 

 

3. How to revise… 
Check out what you did during the term/semester/year. Refresh your memory. You will be 
surprised how much you have remembered and how much you have forgotten. Ask your 
teacher for revision questions to add to your study and make sure you use them. If you have 
revision time in class, use it wisely. Ask questions, seek clarification, actually do something. 
Don’t just sit there wasting time. Have a ‘study buddy’. Ask teachers to help you. 
 
Revise the term’s work. It should still be fresh (you are probably still doing tests on this 
work!). Use your favourite study techniques (e.g. summary cards, mind maps, graphic 
organisers, summary notes, recorded notes…). Stick to your study plan. Give yourself a 
reward if you feel you have achieved something during your study. Go for a walk, a run, a 
ride…anything. Exercise is important too! 
 

4. The night before... 
Check your timetable again. Make sure you know what time to be at the exam hall. Get a good 
night’s sleep. If you are sleepy during your exam, you won’t perform to the best of your 
ability. Don’t stay up all night cramming. If you don’t know it by then, chances are you won’t 
remember it the next day. 

        

5. What to take… 
Know what equipment you need for your exam. Pack it all into a clear plastic sleeve or a clear 
pencil case. Make sure you have spare pens, just in case your favourite runs out on you in the 
middle of an essay! Check with your teacher about special equipment and what you can and 
can’t have (page of notes, calculator, string for measuring…) and also the format of the exam. 
Most importantly….don’t forget your exam slip. You may not be allowed to sit your exam 
otherwise!  
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6. On the day…  
Be on time. If your exam starts at 9.00am, be there around 20 minutes beforehand. Remain 
calm, get a drink and RELAX. Don’t try to memorise now. It’s too late! 
 

7. In the exam…  
Have a plan of attack for the paper. Know how much time you can have for each section of the 
paper. Stick to your plan. You need to maximise your marks. Don’t waste time on questions 
that are only worth one mark. Be careful! 

 

8. During reading time… 
All exams will have a ten minute reading time. You can’t write during this time. It is only for 
reading! Check all of the questions. Work out which to do first…easy or hard ones? It’s up to 
you! 

 
9. Read the Instructions… 

The instructions on the front page contain information - such things as how long you have for 
the exam, what and how many questions you need to answer and how many parts there are to 
the exam. Check it carefully. Make sure you understand what you need to do. If you aren’t 
sure...ASK the exam supervisor! 

 

10. Read the questions carefully… 
Make sure you know what the question is asking. Underline, highlight or circle  key words in 
the question once you are allowed to pick up your pen. This will help you focus on exactly what 
you need to answer. Not answering the correct question is one of the most common mistakes 
of exam candidates. 
 

11. If you have more than one exam on the day…     
Relax and review the next subject. Take lunch and a drink. You probably won’t be able to leave 
(unless you have your car or moped) so be organised! If you leave…make sure you get back on 
time. 

The only thing left to say is… 
 

 
                        

   
                                                                                

 

 

 

 



Extended Answer Questions… 
Action Words and their Meaning          

Listed below you will find the most common action words used in most questions, whether they are 
questions you are asked in class or for tests and exams. While the examples listed here are 
focussed on the Geography course, they are transferable to all courses of study. 

 

 
Compare  State the similarities between features/ideas etc. 
Consider  Thoughtfully examine the topic. 
Contrast  State the differences between features or patterns. 
Define   Give the exact meaning of a term, phrase or idea; do not give details. 
Describe Relate what it looks like, is made up of; give characteristics (sketches and 

diagrams are valuable here); do not explain. 
Differentiate  Distinguish between; find and explain differences between the given  
   topics/ideas etc. 
Discuss   Describe and explain; look at all points connected with a topic. 
Examine  Look at the topic closely; look at each part carefully. 
Explain Give reasons for (account for); discuss the processes/factors responsible. 
Identify Establish the identity of; point out; name; select. 
List   Write down in list form; itemise; do not describe. 
Outline Summarise in writing the essential points; no specific detail is needed. 
State   Present (give) the main points, briefly and clearly. 
 

 
 Other tips 
 Use maps and diagrams (and refer to them), where relevant 
 Use appropriate terminology 
 Use specific examples       
 Plan how to use your time 
 Stick to time limits 
 Write concisely (don’t waffle!) 
 Convince the examiner you know what you are writing about 

 

A Note About Writing Style  

How you say what you have to say is as important as what you say. You must create a good 
impression on the person marking your work. Make yourself understood. It is sometimes helpful to 
write for an imaginary person. Assume this person is intelligent, though may not possess a good 
knowledge of the idea you are discussing. Teach it to them! If you write clearly, you will be 
understood. 

 

 

 

 



What is a good answer?  

Successful answers are: 

1. Relevant: they answer the question set 
2. Show a logical progression of ideas 
3. Use geographic (or relevant subject) terminology 
4. Give specific examples to support general statements 
5. Contain a sketch map and/or diagram, where relevant 
6. Give appropriate emphasis to the various parts of the question 
7. Written simply, clearly and concisely 
8. Complete 
9. Well-organised and clearly set out (with a beginning stating your case, supporting 

evidence and a conclusion that sums up the answer/point of view) 
10. Treat the marker respectfully! 

 

Checklist: Steps in Planning. Make sure you do the following: 

 Spend two or three minutes planning for a ‘twenty minute’ answer. 
 

 Brainstorm! Quickly write a list of all the main points you think should be mentioned. 
Use single words and short phrases only. Abbreviate.  

 
 Reorganise your points. Delete irrelevant points and ‘group’ others. Then number 

points in the order in which you will discuss them to ensure a logical sequence of 
paragraphs. 

 
 Choose your diagram and/or map. Where you will place it? Plan for this. 

 
 Plan your introduction and conclusion. Also, design your all-important first sentence. 

(A good sentence helps establish your credibility!) 
 

 Plan to use geographic methodology as a framework for answering questions that are 
broad rather than specific; e.g., “Discuss Perth’s urban sprawl.” To answer, you ask: 
What is sprawl? What is it like? Where does it occur?...and so on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Examination Techniques and Key Words 
 

Some of the more common directional words (key words) of a question include 
those outlined below. 
 
While these examples may have a geographical focus, consider the key words in relation to 
other courses of study as well.  

 
DEFINE Give the meaning of a word, phrase or term. Providing an example is 

often useful. 
DESCRIBE To tell about or give the characteristics of a feature, factor or 

process in your own words. Depending on the marks allocation, you may be 
required to provide detailed descriptions to gain high marks for a 
question. 

LIST 
 

Depending on the specific question, this could require a simple list of 
names of places, features, etc. or it could require a point-form answer. 
It would not require a lengthy description or reasons to be given. 

DEMONSTRATE   
   

To find/show and explain what is being asked about. 

STATE/NAME This usually requires just a name of something (e.g. a climate or an 
agricultural activity or a country town). 

ILLUSTRATE Use an example or case study to clarify an idea; this may involve the use of 
a sketch or diagram. 

RELATE 
 

To show how things are connected to each other. 

IDENTIFY To state the causes of or the processes affecting a pattern or a feature. 
An explanation is not required. 

SUGGEST To give possible (but geographical) reasons for a feature, pattern, 
relationship, or solutions to a problem, etc. 

DISTINGUISH/ 
DIFFERENTIATE 

To find and explain the differences between features, patterns, 
processes, etc. 

ANALYSE 
 

To break a topic into its parts and analyse or investigate each one. 
 

ASSESS 
 

To consider all the arguments, to make comparisons, then draw conclusions. 

ACCOUNT FOR Give the reasons for a feature, geographic pattern, process, trend, etc. 
Similar to explain. 

EXPLAIN 
 

Give background detail to show why and how some pattern or process 
occurred. Similar to account for. 

EXAMINE Similar to analyse - to break a topic into its parts and analyse, describe 
or investigate each one. 

EVALUATE 
 

To examine different viewpoints i.e. the advantages and disadvantages - 
from this, form your own opinion based on the evidence available. 

DISCUSS To examine a topic thoroughly and give the arguments for and against. 
 

COMPARE 
 

To show the similarities and differences between features, with some 
emphasis on similarities. 

CONTRAST To show the differences between features - often used in conjunction 
with 'compare' as in ‘compare and contrast’. 

 

 



 

Glossary of Key Words in the Formulation of Questions 
 

 

Account Account for: state reasons for, report on. Give an account of; 
narrate a series of events or transactions 

Advise Recommend or inform 

Analyse Identify components and the relationship between them; draw 
out and relate implications 

Apply Use, utilise, employ in a particular situation 

Argue Make a case, based on appropriate evidence, for and/or against 
some given point of view 

Assess Make a judgement  of value, quality, outcomes, results or size 

Calculate Ascertain/determine from given facts, figures or information 

Choose 
(multiple-choice) 

Decide or select the most suitable answer from a number of 
different options 

Clarify Make clear or plain 

Classify Arrange or include in classes/categories 

Comment on Make reference to and expand upon 

Compare Show how things are similar  

Complete Finish an outlined task 

Consider Reflect on and make a judgement/evaluation 

Construct Make; build; put together items or arguments 

Contrast Show how things are different or opposite 

Correlate Demonstrate a mutual or complementary relationship 

Create Make, invent something 

Critically 
(analyse/evaluate 
etc.) 

Add a degree or level of accuracy, depth, knowledge and 
understanding, logic, questioning, reflection and quality to 
analyse/evaluate or other key words 

Debate Develop a logical (sometimes persuasive) argument, giving 
differing views in a response to a topic 

Deduce Draw conclusions 

Define State meaning and identify essential qualities 

Demonstrate Show by example 

Describe Provide characteristics and features 

Determine Decide, find out 
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Discuss Identify issues and provide for and/or against 

Distinguish Recognise or note/indicate as being distinct or different from; 
note differences between 

Draw 
(diagrams etc.) 

An instruction, as in draw a circle 

Evaluate Make a judgment based on criteria; determine the value of 

Examine Inquire into 

Explain Relate cause and effect; make the relationships between things 
evident; provide why and/or how 

Explore Investigate, search for or evaluate 

Extract Choose relevant and/or appropriate details 

Extrapolate Infer from what is known 

Identify Recognise and name 

Illustrate Similar to ‘explain’ (see above), but requires the quoting of 
specific examples or statistics or possibly the drawing of maps, 
graphs, sketches, etc. 
 

Interpret Draw meaning from 

Investigate Plan, inquire into and draw conclusions about 

Justify Support an argument or conclusion; give reasons for your 
statements or comments 

Label 
(and annotate) 

Identify by placing a name or word used to describe the object 
or thing 

List Provide a series of related words, names, numbers or items that 
are arranged in order, one after the other 

Name Provide a word or term used to identify an object, person, thing, 
place etc. (something that is known and distinguished from other 
people or things) 

Outline Sketch in general terms; indicate the main features of 

Predict Suggest what may happen based on available information 

Prepare  Take necessary action to put something into a state where it is 
fit to use or action, or for a particular event or purpose 

Present (an 
argument) 

Offer or convey something such as an argument or statement to 
somebody formally; a discussion that offers different points of 
view on an issue or topic; debate 

Propose Put forward (for example, a point of view, idea, 
argument, suggestion) for consideration or action 

Recall Present remembered ideas, facts or experiences 

Recommend Provide reasons in favour 
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Recount Retell a series of events 

Respond to... Provide an answer; reply 

Select Choose somebody or something from among several possibilities 

Show Give information; illustrate 

Sketch A picture or diagram that is done quickly, roughly; a brief outline 

State Express the main points of an idea or topic, perhaps in the 
manner of 'describe'(see above) or 'enumerate'  

Summarise Express, concisely, the relevant details 

Synthesise Put together various elements to make a whole; gather all ideas 
and combine them into a complex whole; combine all parts 
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Monday 20th July School Development Day 
(students do not attend) 

Tuesday 21st July Term 3 starts for Students 

Monday 27th July – Friday 31st July Year 10 Exams 

Wednesday 5th August Year 10 Pathway Parent Night at the 
Civic Centre 

Saturday 15th August Apex Teen Fashion Awards 

Thursday 20th August  Rural Skills Parent Night 

Thursday 20th – 22nd August Music Festival  

Friday 28th August School Development Day 
(students do not attend) 

Monday 31st August – 11th September Year 10/11 OLNA Testing 

Tuesday 22nd  September Year 12 Farewell Assembly 

Friday 25th September Term 3 Finishes  

Friday 25th September – Thursday 8th 
October 

Tour de France to Saint-Martin de Ré 
and Paris 

During school holidays 
Wednesday 6th – Friday 16th October 

Year 12 Exams  

Monday 12th October Term 4 starts for staff and students 

Monday 7th –  Friday 16th October Year 11 Exams  

Friday 16th October School Development Day  
(students do not attend).  Show holiday 

 





Oohh la la!! Celebrate our French Connection

French Week
Esperance

     What’s on during French Week
Sunday 12 July
Tour D’Esperance - Esperance Cycle Club
Starts 8:30am at the Whale Tail. Presentations on the 
Museum Green at 10:15am.

Esperance Markets
Find the French flair in the market stalls, sample some 
cheese and watch the Cycle race presentations.

Esperance Museum - open at 12 noon
Learn about our French connection, enjoy “Café au lait 
and Eclairs” ($5) and watch the Twin Towns Student 
Exchange DVD. Entry by gold coin donation.

Tuesday 14 July - Bastille Day 
French Film night (with subtitles) 
at the Bijou Theatre
“Amelie” - a romantic comedy.
6:30pm, $20 per ticket, includes glass of 
wine, cheese tasters and French movie. 
Tickets on sale at the Library.

All Week
Check out the local cafes and restaurants 
and find a French themed dish.
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