
 

 
Calendar of Events 
Attached to this newsletter is an outline of upcoming events. As well, all 
students were recently given a large ESHS calendar with key events for 
the year listed to pass onto parents. (Check their bags if they haven’t 
done so yet!)  
A big thank you to the local businesses that supported this calendar. 
 

Congratulations to our 2015 Head Girl 
It was recently announced that Year 12 student and Head Girl in 
2015, Sarah Callow, won the UWA Diversity and Merit 
Award/Scholarship, as a result of her outstanding Year 12 WACE 
exam results last year.  
Sarah also received the Rob Reilly Award for the Top Government 
School ATAR Aboriginal student, another fantastic achievement.  
Last Friday, Sarah was presented with this award at Parliament 
House by the Minister for Education, the Hon. Peter Collier.  
 
Sarah’s achievements are a testament to her commitment to 
excellence, her consistent dedication to her studies, her 
persistence and resilience, and the support she has received from 
her family, teachers and the Follow the Dream: Partnerships for 
Success Coordinator, Alison Gibbs, and tutoring staff over the five 
years she has been a Follow the Dream student at Esperance 
Senior High School. 
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Special points of 
interest. 

 
 
 
7th March 
Labour Day holiday 
 
8th – 24th March 
OLNA testing 
 
8th March 
P&C meeting (AGM) 7.30pm in 
the staffroom. 
 
25th March 
Easter Friday 
 
28th March 
Easter Monday        

  
29th March  
School resumes for staff and 
students 
 
31st March  
Year 7-12 Parent Night 
 
4th April 
Year 7-12 Parent Night 
 
8th April 
Last day for Term 1 
 
25th April 
ANZAC Day  
At the going down of the sun, 
and in the morning, we will 
remember them. 
 
26th April 
School Development Day-
Students do not attend. 
 
27th April  
Term Two starts  
 
27th April  
Quiet Lion ANZAC Tour returns 
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Sarah Callow being interviewed at 
Parliament House by GWN news. 

Sarah Callow with the Minister for 
Education, the Hon Peter Collier 



 
 

Year 7 Parent Tour of School and Lunch 
Parents/Carers of year 7s were invited to a school tour and luncheon on Tuesday, 23rd 
February. Thank you to the 25 parents/carers who attended the tour and met with the Year 7 
Coordinator, Ms Jodie Falconbridge and Mr Clifton, deputy principal 
 
 
Host Family Required For German Exchange Student In Semester I, 2017 
We are seeking a host family for Semester 2 this year and Semester I next year for a German 
exchange student, Svea Schreiner, being organised through the Education and Training 
International and Homestay student exchange program between Australia and Germany. 
 
Svea will be going into year 10 when she arrives in Esperance in July this year.  
 
Are you interested in hosting Svea? If so, please read Svea’s letter of introduction to a future 
host family attached to this newsletter. Please contact the principal for further information 
about the exchange program.  
 
 
Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) Testing 
From March 8th to 24th, year 10 students and some year 11 and 12 students will be sitting the 
OLNA. 
 
As part of the major reforms to the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) being 
introduced for year 12 students this year, part of the requirements for students to graduate 
from high school and receive their WACE is to pass the OLNA. 
The bar to achieve secondary graduation has now been raised. According to the CEO of the 
School Curriculum and Standards Authority, Mr Allan Blagaich, up to 12 per cent of year 12s  
across the state may not achieve a WACE (refer to article in The West Australian 24/02/16). 
This term, year 10 students and those in years 11 and 12 still needing to pass the OLNA have 
been working hard to prepare for the tests they need to sit in reading, writing and 
mathematics. Some year 11 and 12 students may need to sit only one or two tests, 
depending on their previous results. Some year 10 students may not need to sit OLNA at all, 
as they have pre-qualified by achieving in the top two bands of their year 9 NAPLAN tests. 
It is important that students sitting the test give their best effort. We wish them all the best. 
 
 

 
Interschool Cricket Report 
Well done ESHS cricket team and Mr Landers and Mr Hill on last week’s interschool 
Twenty20 cricket competition. 
 

Esperance Senior High School (ESHS) defeated Esperance Anglican Community School 
(EACS) in a Twenty20 cricket match on Thursday 11th February. EACS won the toss and 
elected to field. ESHS made a respectable score of 5/142 runs. EACS survived the 20 overs 
with a score 9/93 runs. ESHS’s better batters were Captain Nathan Wagenknecht (34 runs) 
and Simon Poole (34 runs). Darcy Cruttenden started with the ball, taking five wickets for only 
three runs. 

 



  
Schoolboys Cup Cricket Cup 
ESHS travelled to Kalgoorlie on the 16th February to take on the two Kalgoorlie teams of John 
Paul College (JPC) and Eastern Goldfields College (EGC). The game was played in extreme 
conditions with the mercury hitting the high 30s. 
The first match of the day saw ESHS vs EGC. ESHS was sent in to field. EGC put on a solid 
score of 9/110 runs. Some good leg spin bowling occurred from Jacob Wagenknecht to have 
two of the top order batsman stumped; he finished with a final score of three wickets. Brayden 
Blackham finished the tail end by taking a further three wickets. ESHS had a steady start with 
a great partnership stand of 57 between Cam Irvin and Darcey Cruttenden. There was then a 
disastrous batting collapse, with ESHS losing eight wickets for 13 runs.  ESHS fell short by 32 
runs. 
With nothing to lose, ESHS won the toss for the final game and sent themselves into bat 
against JPC. After an average of nine runs with the bat in the first two games, Vice-Captain 
Brayden Ainsworth promoted himself to opener. With a beautiful display of big hits and great 
placements, Brayden went on to make 100 not out (retired).  Sam Ashby was inspirational to 
make a score of 59 not out. ESHS finished the batting on 4/228. JPC did well to bat out the 
20 overs but were finally defeated by ESHS with a score of 9/30. 
The team would like to thank Mr Brett Landers for organising the events and to Mr Steven Hill 
for coaching and umpiring all games. Thank you also to Mr Landers for his informative report 
and photos. 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
The school Cricket team consisted of:  
 

Nathan Wagenknecht (Captain), Brayden Ainsworth    (Vice Captain), Brayden Blackham, Mackwell Bracken, 
Leigh Brenton, Callum Crawford, Darcy Cruttenden, Cameron Irvin, Oscar Taylor, Jacob Wagenknecht, 
 Samuel Ashby, Harvey Bishop. 
 
 
 

     
 

Opening batsmen Nathan Wagenknecht and 
Cam Irvin take to the middle against EGC 

Sam Ashby in full flight during the match 

Keeping cool in the pavilion 



 
Esperance Senior High School Parents and Citizens’ Association 
The ESHS P&C would love to see new parents attend our P&C meetings this year. 
Refer to the invitation notice below for further information. We would love to see you at the 
meeting! 
 

You are most welcome……………… 
 
To attend Esperance Senior High school P & C meetings. 
You will not be asked to sell chocolates, toothbrushes, tickets or socks! 
 
P& C Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month during term, commencing at 
7.30pm in the Staffroom. 
 
The workload is very little, if any, but you gain much knowledge about the workings of the 
school and have an opportunity to ask questions or make suggestions about school policies 
and procedures. 
 
Everyone is made welcome and we look forward to seeing you at the next meeting. 
Bring a friend with you! 
 
For enquiries, call the Front Office on 9071 9555 
 
 

Esperance Senior High School P & C Meetings 2016 
  

Term 1  9th February 2016 

  8th March 2016 (AGM) 
 

Term 2  10th May 2016 

 14th June 2016 
 

Term 3  9th August 2016 

 13th September 2016 
 

Term 4  11th October 2016 

 8th November 2016 

 
 
Principal’s Report 
Some tips for parents/carers 
Supporting your child/children through their academic studies at school can be both 
rewarding and challenging. You may find the attached article of some use. 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
Hello to year 10 students, parents and carers. This is my eighth year at Esperance SHS, since my 
move from England. Over the last six years I have been acting Head of Humanities and Social 
Studies. Before this role I was a Year Coordinator and I am really pleased to be back in a pastoral 
role at Esperance SHS again, as helping to support students is the most enjoyable and rewarding 
part of my job. I am quickly getting to know the year 10 students and their strengths and great 
characters. I have an ‘open door’ policy and would encourage you or your son and daughter to 
contact me if you have any queries, require support or have any concerns. I might not always be 
able to fix things straight away, but I will always try my best to find solutions or people who can 
help.  
 
Year 10 is an important year at High School when decisions will be made as to which pathway 
your child would like to take in years 11 and 12. I have already talked to the year group about 
making this year matter and giving themselves the best possible basis for future years. The 
majority of students have started the year in a positive manner, embracing opportunities and 
illustrating to their teachers their good work ethic and positive attitude to achievement. I am sure 
you will join with me in encouraging your child to engage in all their lessons and support this with 
study at home. 
 
The majority of Year 10 students will soon be sitting an Online Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessment (OLNA) test in one or more of the reading, writing and numeracy components. It is 
now a requirement of graduating that students pass ONLA by the end of year 12. Year 10 
students are just about to embark upon the first opportunity to pass these tests. Their English and 
Maths teachers have been preparing them for the tests. Also, the Pro Typing Plus program to 
improve typing speeds has been made available at lunch times on the school Library computers. If 
you require more information about the tests, please visit the SCSA Parent information webpage 
at http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/internet/Senior_Secondary/OLNA/students_parents_carers’.  There 
are also links to practice tests here. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 23 year 10 students who have become Student 
Peer Leaders. As Peer Leaders, the students are providing a great support to the new year 7s and 
giving them opportunities to increase their resiliency and feel confident with their move to the High 
School. This is a big commitment on behalf of the Peer Leaders, who meet at lunch times to 
prepare and debrief the sessions they have led. The confidence of the Leaders is visibly growing 
each week. Well done! 
 
All year 10 students have the opportunity to go on the Canberra/Sydney trip in Term 4 this year. 
This is a great trip that includes visiting all the important buildings/museums in Canberra and 
spending two days in Sydney. Deposits are required by Wednesday April 3rd. All details and forms 
can be found at the school website https://www.esperanceshs.wa.edu.au/canberra-tour.  
 
Well done to Thane Barnes, Brydie-Rose Mellor, Sabastian Parker and Jesse Behsman for being 
elected Year 10 Student Councillors. I’m sure they will do a great job representing the year group. 
 



Please contact me with any queries/concerns or requests for information at 
sarah.day@education.wa.edu.au 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 Student Councillors: Thane Barnes, Brydie-Rose Mellor, 
Sabastian Parker and Jesse Behsman 

Ashlee Parker and Brydie-Rose 
Mellor are talking to the students 

Amber Burston addressing the 
Year 7 students 



 
  

 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Already we have progressed halfway through term one. Undoubtedly your child has or is 
settling well into their studies and is developing an understanding of the expectations and 
requirements held of year 11 students. 

 
A lot more is required of year 11 students than previously during year 10. Students are 
expected to develop a much more mature approach towards their education and take 
responsibility for their own achievements. More specifically, this means that students: 

 
 Attend all classes (are only absent for genuine medical reasons), participate 

effectively each and every time, and follow up any work missed as a result of an 
absence. 

 Are prepared and organised for their classes and turn up on time. 
 Establish an effective after-school study program to complement their classes. ATAR 

students are expected to complete at least 3 hours of study per week per subject, 
general subjects at least 1 hour per week per subject and VET students 3–6 hours per 
week. 

 Submit all homework assignments by the due date. 
 Engage in exemplary behaviour at school at all times. 

 
As parents, you can assist your child in achieving their best in a number of ways. 

 
Firstly, ensure that they have, and effectively use, a school diary. A diary is critical for a 
number of reasons: 
 It is not physically possible for a student to simply remember all their homework, 

assignment and other school-related responsibilities. 
 It allows you to be involved with your child’s education and monitor progress, 

ensuring that homework and assignments are completed by due dates. 
 It provides you with an opportunity to interact with their teacher if the need arises. 

 
Secondly, set a regular study time each day that is not to be interrupted by family plans, 
school activities, or television. The study time needs a definite beginning and ending time.  
 
Assist your child to establish a planner for this time to ensure that it is used effectively for 
working on homework and assignments, and/or subject revision. Have this program 
prominently displayed within your child’s established study area, which ideally should be 
away from household distractions, with good light and space for studying. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Thirdly, be supportive and give assistance when your child gets frustrated or discouraged 
with particularly difficult assignments. When providing assistance however, help them work 
to find the answer rather than doing the work just to get it done. Also, be sure to contact the 
class teacher, or myself, to troubleshoot problems or simply clear up any 
misunderstandings. 

 
In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your child all the best for 
the rest of the year ahead. 
 

Peter Turner  
Year Eleven Coordinator 
peter.turner@education.wa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
So, this is it. With eleven years of schooling behind them, the year 12 students have 
commenced their final year of secondary schooling. My advice is to get stuck in, and 
avail yourself of all the opportunities that will come your way. At the end of the year, 
as you go to leave, I hope you’ll be able to look back and say, “Well, I gave that my 
best shot”. As Dennis Cometti famously quotes: “You can go back to the place, but 
not to the time”. This is it. Very few students successfully return to have another go 
at year 12.  
 
Thank you to all of the students who have returned their Assessment Policy slips. 
This document outlines the rules and conditions for assignments, tests, exams etc. 
In particular, it explains about things like referencing, plagiarism, collusion and what 
to do if you have an illness etc. that may affect your performance in an assessment. 
 
In a similar vein, I’m hoping that all year 12s have a thorough understanding as to 
what is required to achieve a West Australian Certificate of Education (WACE). It is 
the achievement of this certificate that enables a student to graduate at the end of 
high school. If parents have any concerns about what students need to do to obtain 
their WACE, they should contact me as soon as possible. 
 
One of the key differences that the current year 12s have to meet (compared to 
students in previous years) is that they need to pass the Online Literacy and 
Numeracy Assessments (OLNA). This is a new aspect of the WACE. Many students 
are exempt from having to sit the OLNA because of their previous performances in 
the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). Some year 
12 students are still required to sit this assessment.  
 
The school has arranged for these students to receive extra tuition in the lead up to 
the March round of these assessments. 
 
I also expect that all ATAR students know exactly what boxes they need to tick in 
order to be eligible for a position in a university course. In brief, they need to –  

 Achieve their WACE 
 Receive a high enough ATAR to get into the course 
 Achieve English Competency 
 Meet any requirements of pre-requisite subjects. 

Again, if parents are unsure about what is required, then they should contact me as 
soon as possible. 
 
This week I have distributed a Year Planner to the students. In particular, this shows 
the students when they have exams, holidays and interruptions to their normal 
program etc. Any student who hasn’t received one should see me ASAP, 
 
The Leaver’s jackets have been distributed. A big thank you to Abby Andrews and 
Brandi Lister-Buttle for all the work you put into designing the jackets. I know very 
little about design, and only a bit about washing, but I think they look great. 
 
 



The School Ball will be held at the Civic Centre on Saturday, April 30 (at the end of 
week 1, Term 2). The Ball Committee has now had two meetings and plans are 
underway for what should be a most memorable night. Students – and their parents / 
carers - should note that a student can only purchase a ticket for the Ball if they have 
satisfied the following conditions –  

 School fees are paid or arrangements are in place regarding payment 
 Satisfactory academic progress is being achieved 
 Attendance is satisfactory (an attendance rate of 85% or more is required and 

all absences must be explained) 
 Any After School Detentions have been done 
 Assessment Policy Slips have been returned. 

Students will be ineligible to attend if they have had three Dress Code violations, or if 
they have been suspended in the last 20 school weeks. Tickets will go on sale in 
week 8. 
 
Year 11 and 12 students recently attended a presentation by Natalie Wong from the 
Royal Automobile Club (RAC) and Karen Harvey from the Paraplegic Benefit Fund 
(PBF). The presentation looked in particular at the consequences that can follow 
from driving under the influence of alcohol and other drugs. 

Kamaia Rigby, Abby Andrews, Nami Passeck, Stephanie Clarkson-Jones, Shyanne 
Mack, Mary Leske, Rachel Thomas and Brandi Lister-Buttle after presentations from 
Natalie Wong (RAC) and Karen Harvey (PBF). 
 
The students are to be commended on their conduct throughout the presentations. 
 
The Department of Education has recently released guidelines that summarise the 
adjustments that may be appropriate for particular students with disability in 
NAPLAN, OLNA, Externally Set Tasks (ESTs) and for school-based timed 
assessments for courses and ATAR course examinations. Parents/carers who think 
their child may be eligible for consideration under these guidelines should contact 
me as soon as possible. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The Year 12 Student Councillors are to be congratulated on the way that they have 
tackled the start to the year. Already they have met four times, and already have 
three major projects on the go. More news will be shared as their plans unfold. A 
great start! 
 
Parents/carers should note that two Parent Nights are coming up - on Thursday, 
March 31 and Monday, April 4. Overall, it is my belief that the sharing of information 
between the student, the school and the parent/carer is critical when it comes to 
students making the most of the opportunities that are on offer while at school.  
 
Please be sure to contact me if situations arise that are going to impact on your 
child’s education and/or well-being. 
 
 
 
 
Geoff Poole 
Year 12 Coordinator 
Youth Education Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Library News 
 
Library opening hours for students: 
Before school, lunch time and after school until 4pm. 
What’s available: 

 a beautiful, safe space for friends to meet 
 a very strong fiction collection of books with books suitable for all reading levels. 
 a non-fiction collection 
 audio books 
 magazines 
 newspapers 
 computers and printers 
 study space after school 
 bean bags and lounge chairs for reading, and 
 chess, draughts and card games at lunch time. 

 
Library upgrade 
 
Phew! Our upgrade program for the library is nearly complete. We have already completed 
the following: 

 re-location of 32 computers to a ‘Lab’ space that will be easier for classes to work in. 
This includes the installation of a new data projector 

 purchase of new lounge chairs to create more areas to read in the library 
 beautiful new art work, including the fabulous mural painted by Perth artist Esti Nagy. 

 
We will have a ‘Grand Opening’ for students when the library works are complete.  
Year 7 parents can visit when they come to the school tour and lunch on Tuesday 23rd 
February.  
We will be open for parents to visit on the two parent nights this term, on the 31st March and 
4th April.  
 
The Year of the Book 
 
Our primary purpose in the library is supporting reading by our students. This year is The 
Year of the Book. In term one, we are focusing on ‘Talking about Books’. We hope to 
generate enthusiasm amongst students for reading some great books. You can support your 
child’s reading at home by talking about the book (or anything else) that you are reading, as 
well as talking about the book your child is reading. 
 
Year 7s 
 
All year 7s have been visiting the library with their English teachers for two library induction 
sessions. The library is promoted as a safe space for students. Students have also been 
practising their search skills so they can find works of fiction to read. We are also helping 
them learn how to locate non-fiction titles for research. All year 7s are being encouraged to 
borrow at least one book to read. We are on a quest to find something for everyone! All 
students need a Smart Rider card to borrow books from the library.  As year 7 Smart Rider 
cards are still being produced, they can borrow from the library without their card for all of 
Term 1. 
 
 



Information for parents 

Online, on‐demand study help with 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We believe each child is exceptional. That’s why we encourage our students to use online, on‐demand 
study help, called YourTutor, to build confidence, enquiry‐based thinking, and provide even more 
opportunities for students to be engaged with learning, even after the bell goes in the afternoon. 

 

YourTutor has been the trusted name across Australia in schools and governments for over ten years. We 
encourage students to use YourTutor because: 

 

We believe learning can happen anywhere, anytime. 
We know families have busy schedules already, without even more travel and appointments. 

Digital literacy and appropriate online behaviour are vital skills. 
We believe that online resources and ‘screen time’ can be practical and enhance learning. 

 

Given its popularity in recent years, we know families will be using the school’s YourTutor service this year 
too. Parents of new students should also take a look when your child uses it for the first time. 

 

More information 
YourTutor is live, one‐to‐one, on‐demand online help during study. The moment your child has a question– English, 
essay writing, maths, science, and more – there is a real‐life, expert Australian tutor online, ready to help, 3pm – 
10pm Sunday through Friday. 

 

Who are the real‐life, online staff? 
The online tutors are Australian teachers or university experts, located across the country. The online staff must 
go through all necessary checks and a stringent application process, to make sure only the best are allowed in the 
network. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

yourtutor.com.au/connect 
 

3pm ‐ 10pm, Sunday ‐ Friday 





Dear family, 

My name is Svea Schreiner and I am 14 years old. I live in Hamburg/Germany. Hamburg is a 

very beautiful green city in the north of Germany. It is near to the North- and Baltic Sea. 

Many rivers flow through Hamburg and therefore we have more bridges than Amsterdam 

and Venice together. 

My family and I live in a house close to the city centre. My family includes my mother Tanja, 

my father Sven, my sister Friede and our dog Mara. My mother works as a dentist in her own 

practice and my father is employed as an IT project manager at Hamburg Süd which is a big 

sea freight carrier. Friede is still in kinder garden and our dog visits the dog’s school. 

I go to the Heilwig Gymnasium (secondary school), not far away from where I live. Many of 

my friends go into my class which is the 9th grade. With some of them, I go to Jazz-dance 

lessons and other events in the afternoon. Once a week I have piano lessons. I used to play 

hockey and I have started to play  tennis a bit this summer. 

I would describe myself as a happy person, who can also be shy and likes to be alone 

sometimes. Furthermore I enjoy laughing with friends, dancing around in the house or 

playing with our dog. I find it awesome to hear music, read books and I like being creative. In 

holidays I love to go horse riding at the farm of a relative. 

Since I have always travelled around with my family and by that came in contact with other 

cultures I would like to intensify my experiences in another country now. I would like to get 

to know the life and culture in another country and family to become more open minded 

and independent in my thinking. 

And of course I am very interested in improving my English to become more self confident 

and fluent in this language.  

I hope you have a little idea of who I am now, and I am looking forward to see you in the 

future. 

Yours, 

Svea Schreiner 
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